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gEBMON, 



fHOUGH I have preached the gospel between 
thirty and forty years, yet I do not recollect to hare 
ever entered a pulpit with such feelings as at present. 
In respect of tke^ti&jecf, I feel it an honour to plead 
tte cause of my Lord and Saviour ; but I am not with- 
out apprehensions, lest it should suffer through ray 
manner of pleading it. I must th^efbre intreat, that if 
any thing which may be delivered should be found to 
be improper, you would impute it not to the cause, but 
to the imperfection of the advocate. I have also some 
peculiar fedings on account of the audience^ part of 
which, I am given to understand, are of the house of 
Israel. I cannot help recalling to mind the debt we owe 
to that distinguished people. They have been treated 
with both cruelty and .contempt by men professing 
Christianity ; but surely not by Christians ! To them, 
under God, we are indebted for a Bible, for a Saviour, 
and for all that we know of the one living and true 

2a 
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God. Who^ then, win not join me in the language of 
the Apostle ? ^ Brethren, my heart's desire, aiid prayer 
to God for Israel, is, that they may be saved I* 

The passage on which I shall found what I have to 
offer, is in the 40th Psalm, the 6th, 7th', and 8tU 
verses: 

Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire : mine ears 
hast thou opened: burnt^offering and sin-offering 
hast thou not required. Then said /, io, / come : 
in the volume of the book it is writen of me : I de^* 
light to do thy will^ O my God; yea^ thy law is 
within my heart. 

No Christian can doubt Hrhetb^r the p^ssagierelates 
to the Messiah, seeing it U expressly applied to him 
in the New Testament;* and if a Jew shotdd- rai» aii 
objection, he will find it difficulty if not im^>o»iiUe^ to 
give a feir exposition of it on any other principle. 
Who eke, with propriety, could use the language here 
used? Certainly, David could not, "Whether ihk 
Messiah, therefore^ be akeady cotme, as we believe, 
or be yet to come, as the body of the Jewish nation 
believes, it must be of his coming that ^ prophet 
speaks. The question at issue between them and us, is, 
not whether the Scriptures predict and eharaeterize the 
Messiah ; but, whether jthese predicticms and <^arattesi 
be fulfilled in Jesus ; 

« Heb. X. 5~l#. 
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That we may be able to judge of this question, let it 
be observed, that there are three chanu^ters held up io 
the passage I have read, as dtstingiushing the Messiah's 
coming: viz. Thai the sacrifices and cerenoonies of the 
Mosaic law would, from thence, be superseded ; — (hat 
the great body of Scripture prophecy would be accom- 
plished; — and, that the will of God would be per* 
fectly fulfilled. , 

Let us calmly and candidly try the question at issuo 
by these characters* 

I. It is intimated, that, whenever the Messiah should 

come, THE SACRIFICES AND CEREMONIES OF THE 

Mosaic law were to be supeiISeded bt him. 
— Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire: — thru 
said ly Lo^ I' come. I am aware that modern Jewish 
writers contend for the perpetuity of the ceremonial, as 
well as of the moral law^ but in this they are opposed, 
lx)th by Scripture and by fact. ^ 

Asto'Scrtp/fere, it is Bot confined to the passage I 
have read, nor to a few others : it is common for the 
sacred writers of the Old Testament to speak of sacri- 
fices and ceremonies in a depreciating strain, such as 
would not, I presume, have been usetl, had they been 
legarded for their own sake, or designed to continue 
fdways. ^Vich is the language of the following pas- 
4Miges : — ^ Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt 
'^ offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the 
^X^^rdf Behdd, to obey is better than sacrifice, and 
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(o hearken than the fat of rams.' — * Hear, O my 
people, and I lyili speak ; O Israel, and I will testify 
against thee : I am God, even thy God. I will not 
repftove thee for thy sacrifices or thy burnt offerings : 
they have been continually before me. I will take no 
buUpck out of thy house, nor he-goats out of thy 
folds ^ for every beast, of the field is mine, and the 
cattle upon a thousand hills. I know all the fcnvis c^ 
the mountain; and ike wild beast of the field are 
mine. If I were hungry, I would not teH thtje ; for 
the world i^ mine, and the fulness thereof. Will I 
eat the flesh of hulls, and drink the blood of goats ? 
Off^er unto God thanksgivings and pat/ tJij/ vozp^ 
unto the Most High ; und call upon meJYi the iay of 
trouble; 1 will deliver thecy and thou shalt glorify 
me^ — ^ Tho]g; desirest npt sacrifice, else would I give 
it thee : thpu delightest not in burnt offering. The 
sacrifice^ of God are a broken spirit ; a broken and 
contrite heart, O God, thou witt not despise.* * To 
what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto 
me ; i^ith the Lord > I am full of the burnt offering^l'of 
rams, and the fat of fed. beasts; and I delight not in 
the Uood of bullocks, or of lambs^ or of he-goats« 
When ye come to appear before me, who hath re.r 
quired this at you hand to tread my courts ? — Thi^ 
salth the Lord of Hosts, tlve God of Israel, ye heap 
up your burnt offerings with your sacrifices, and eat 
the flesh. But when I brouglit your fathers out of 
Egypt, I spake not unto them of burnt offerings and 
sacrifice^ ; but this I compumded them, saying. Obey 
my voice, and I will be your God, airf ye shall be 
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*my people/— < Atfd^ in (he midst of (he week, he 

* shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease.'* 

Such, ye children of Israel, is the language of 
your own Scriptures, "that the covenant made witk 
your fathers at Mount Sinai was never designed to 
he perpetual^ but to be abolished at the coming of 
Messiah, is manifest from the words of the pro- 
phet—^ Behold, the days corae^ saitfi the Lord, that 

* I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, 

* and with the house of Judah t not according to the 
, < covenant that I made with their fathers in the day 

^ that I took them by the hand to bring them out of tlie 
/land of Egypt; (which my covenant they brake, 

< although I was an husband unto them, saith the 
.*Lord;) but this shall be the covenant that 1 will 

< make with the house of Israel, after those days, saith 

< tire liord, I will put my law in their inward parts 
' and write it in their hearts, and will be tlieir God,^ 
^ and they shjiU be my people. And they shall tcaoh 

* no more every man his neighbour, and every man his 

* broUier, saying, know the I^rd ; for they shaU all 

< know me, froni the least of them unto the greatest of, 
<them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive theiT iniqui- 

^ ties, and will remember their sins no -more. 't 

From this passage, a New testament writer argues, 
(and do you answer it if you ca%)— ^ In that he sai^h 



* i Sam. XV. 2^. 1%, j. t~l5. li. 16, 17. Isa. i. U, 12. Jer. vii. 21-^23: 
Da%lx.27. f Str, xxxl 31^^. 
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*B new corenw^t, he hath made the first old. Now, 
*that which decayeth, and waxeth old, is ready to 

* vanish away/ And respecting their sins and iniquities 
being remembered tio more, ' Where remission of 

* these is, there is no mdre offering for siny^ 

Is it not, then, in perfect harmony t^ith the tenor of 
your Scriptures, that Messiah, when described as 
coming into the world, ^hoiild say, ^Sacrifice and 
'offering thou didst not desire: mine ears hast thou 
**opiened: burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not. 
*^ required J then said I, Lo, I come,' — ^plainly inti- 
piating that he would come to accomplish that which 
could not be accomplished by sacrifices and offerings; 
and that as the^e were but the scaffolding of his 
temple, when that iShould be reared, these ^Quld, of 
course, be taken down. 

But I have asserted that, in maintaining the perpe- 
tuity 6f the sacrifices and ceremonies of the Mosaic 
law, your writers are not only opposed by Scripture, 
but by fact. Whether Messiah the prince be come, or 
not, sacrifice and oblation haVe ceased. We' believ© 
they virtually ceased when Jesus offered himself a 
sacrifice, ^nd in a few years after thy actually ceased. 
Those of your nation who believed in Jesus, volun- 
tarily, though gradually, ceased to offer them ; and 
those vvho did not believe in him, were compelled to 

• Hcb. viH. 13, and X. 17, 18/ 
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Hedsiy by the destructimi of their city aad tanple. Yo« 
may adhere to a few of your oncieiit ceremonies ; but 
it caa only be like gathering round the ashes of the 
system : the substance of it is omsumed. ^ The sacri*- 
^fices of the htAy temple,' asooeof your writen ae« 
luiowIedg)|B) ^ have ceased V 

The amoufitis, wheUier Jz^tsp be the MESSIAH, imt 
not ; his appearance in the world had this character per« 
taining to it^ that it was the period m which the saol^ 
fice and the oblation aeteally ceased. And it is wiirthy 
of your serious inquiry, whether these Uhi^ can hp 
accomplished in any othe^ than Jesus. Sbwld Mesr 
skh the Prince come at some future perlo4) as youy 
nation expects, how are the sacrifice and the oblatiou 
io cease on bis iq^pearanc^ when they have abwif 
ceased nearly eighteen hundred y^ears? If, th^reforq^ 
he be not come, he can never come so as to luiswer this 
partof the.Sari^ttie apcount of h^ni, 

XL It is sujsgested, that whenever Messiah should 

#Dme, THE GREAT BODY Of^ SCBIPTUBE PROPHECT 
SHOULD BB A0COMPLI8HBO IN HIH^-^/ll the VolumC 

0/ the book it is zMttm of me. That the prophetic 
writings abound in predictions of the M^sial)| m^ Jew 
will deny ; the only question is. Are they fulfilled in 
Jesus ? You know (I speak to them who read the 
Bible,) that the seed of the zpoman uas to bruise the 
head of the serpent. Yom know that God promised 
^In^a^^mi saying, < In thif seed %\m\\ all tbtnati^ff 
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the ea^ be Messed/ V6u know tliat Jacob, wben 
blessing the tribe of Jadah, predicted the coming: of 
Shilohy unto whom the gathering of the people should 
he. You know that Moses spake of a prophet that the 
-Lord your God shotlld raise up from the midst of you, 
like unto him, to whimi you were to hearkcy, on paiii 
of incurring the Divine displeasure. You know that 
tho^ Messiah is prophetically described in the Psalms, 
aiid Ihc prc^he^ under a great variety of forms ; par* 
ticiilarly SiSiht anoinied ot the hoid — the King— the 
Lord of David) to- whom Jehovah spake — the child 
horn, wfcose name should be called the mighty God, 
the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace— 4he rod om 
of the stem of Jesse— God* s servant, whom he up- 
holds ; hi^ elect, in whom his soul delighteth' — hh» 
>irhom man desplseth, and whom the nation abhorretb — 
^ man of sorrows^ and acquainted wUh grief-^he 
*JLordj^ ' our -righteousness-^Messiah the PriittJe— the 
UrawcA-^the Messenger of: thecotenanf, &c, &c. Thus 
it was that in the volume of the book it was written of 
him. Whoever proves to be the Messiah, your fathers 
rejoiced in the faith of him. * 

In trying the question, whether die prophecies be 
fulfilled in Jesus, it will be necessary, for the sake o( 
persj^kfity, to class them under different heads, such 
as time, place, family , &c. 

First, The time vfhen Messiah should ccwne is clearly 
marked out in prophecy. It was said by Jacob, when 
l^kssing the tribes, ^ The sceptre shaU not deptitt ftc^ 
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5 Jadab, nor m hw*gcver from faetw^ea hb fa^^ tiail^*/ 
^ SAifoA come; and onla bim riialHhe gathering of tbe 
^ people be/ * All this iras true in reqpnct of Jesus. 
Till he came, though the ten tribes were sctttercd, 
Judah continued a people ; and retained tlie govern- 
ment : bat soon after iis death, they were dispersed 
aWng the nations, and have been so ever $ince. ' Kii^ 

* and princes, 'says one rf your own writers,* we have 

* none. ' If, therefore, Shiloh be not come, he can 
. never come within the limits of time marked out by this 

prophecy. 

Again, It is clfcarly intimated in the prophecy of 
ttaggai, for the encouragement of the builders of the 
second temple, that the Messiah should come during 
the standing of that temple; and that the honour that 
should be done it by his presence, would more than 
balance its inferiority, ■ in other respects, to the first. 
^ For, thus saith the Lord of hosts,- Yet once, it is a 

* little whik, and I will shake the heavens, andUie 

* earth, and the sea, and the dry land : and I will shake 

< all nations; and the desire of all nations shall come ; 

< and I will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of 

* hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith 
' the Lord of hosts. The glory of this latter hojase 
*. shall ]be greater than of the former, saith the Lord of 
' hosts/t— All this was literally fulfilled m Jesus. But 
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soon afler bis death, tfte second itapBf^ was reduced to 
ashesr : if, therefinre, Jesut ikras not the Messiah, it i« 
impossiUe that this pmphccy sboold erer be accom- 
plished. 

Again, Thj? prophet Danid was informed by the 
angel Gabriel as follows-^* Seventy weeks ar^ deter- 
^ mined upori thy people, and upon thy hdy city ^ to 

* finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, 
^ and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring 

* in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision 
^ and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy, Know, 
^ therefore^ and understand, that from the goiqg forth 
^ of the commandment to restore and to build Jeru« 
^salera, unto the Messiah the Prince, shall be seven 
^ weeks ; and. threescore njnd two; weeks the street shall 
^ be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times* 
' And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be 
^ cnt off, but not for himself : and the people of the 
^ prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the 
^ sanctuary, and the end thereof shall be with a flood; 
' and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 
^ And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one 
^week ; and in the midst (or half part) of the week, he 
^ shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease; 
^ and for the overspreading of abominations, he shall 
^ make it desolate, even until the consumn^tion, and that 
^ determined shall be poured upon the desolate.' ♦ 

. . , »l I ' .. 1 ..Ill .1 I ■■ M ill ■ •»- 

• Dki. IX, S-t— ST* 
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That tbete shi»dd be s^nie ^Meaity in fecisf Mk« 
jdadcs, and ^itlierMtiiiirteiMitiGttlan, inthb piojplMcy, i4 
nd motetiun mny be said of many dthers^ trlilch yet, 
nfRmtltewhcfe^ao-eclearanddeoisive. ThepredidiMiif 
the seventy yean captiviiy was not Undenlood by Da« 
niet till he Imd rtndied the ^^td wtti attention* : and, 
though 1MB HMde ont Mtie immberitf yeaia/ andeen^ 
duded that they w^fe 4^but MfiHed, ytt be d«es net 
appear to have discorered the exaottime of liiehr benij; 
so. Nevertheless, the ptaphecf (^ seventy yeanr was 
undonbtedlyffilfilledintheBal^hmisli capCirity; nai 
this of seventy weeks ef years is oertsdnly failed M the 
appearance and death ef Jes^. Whether Obrktlan 
writers agree as to the exact time when these mteniy 9aSb^ 
batical weeks, or four hundred and ninety years, bc^;a% 
or4iot, thus much is certain, that they must have been 
fulfflled about the time that Jesus appeared and suffered^ 
or they never can be fuIfiHed. Such was the effect of this 
and other prophecies upon the minds of the Jewish 
nation, that £^ut that time there was a general 
expectation of the Messiah's appearance. Hence, 
though 70ur fathers rejected Jesus, yet they soto 
after believed in Bdrchocahy and crowned him tt 
their Messiah ; which involved thein in a war wiA 
the Romans, wbeiein thc^ air laiil to have h«l n 
ibouosami cities and fortiestet destorfed^ ttd to have 
lost more than poe ktmdred Mi fighi^ ih%ma9ti 
men! The predicted events wbicdl Mve to be a0* 
complislied at the close x^ these weeks, viz. ^ finishing 



• IHO. iz. 2. 
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^ tBans^misioii, ndakuig an end of sias, making reoon- 
< cilii^ii finr iniqai^^ briogii^ in everlasting rigbte^' 
^onsneis, tealtng up the vision and prophecy, and anoint- 
* 11^ the Most Holy,* are in perfect hapnony with the 
New Testamoit history of Jams;; and, though un» 
}ieUef may hliiMl the mindiof yout ni^n to some of 
them, yet, the f sealing up^pf the vision luid prophecy,' 
jp^ a matter n^ n^iorious, that <mt would think it 
Y^ impo^ble to deny it. Jesus foretold the destrncr 
tion pf your city and temple by the Romans ; and his 
tpostles foretold tilings rdtting to the Christian church ; 
bat 6om that time your nation has be^, not only ^ with- 
^Otttakii^, withput a prince, andwithout a sacrifice,' 
InAwU^oui a prophet. 

\ Moreover, it is predicted by Daniel, that, shortly 
after the Messiah should be cut ofi^, the people of the 
prince that should come would destroy the city and the 
sanctuary, and that the end thereof should be desola- 
tion. , And is it not fact, that about forty years after the 
death of Jesus, both your city and sanctuary were de- 
stroyed by the Romans ; and that spch a Hood of deso- 
lation and misery attended it, . as. was unexampled in 
your history, or that of any other nation ? 

Takiiig the whole toge^r, il behoves you io con- 
*Mder, wheflier, if this prophecy be not fulfilled in Jesus,. 
il can ever' be fulfilkd ; ami whether it be possible to 
ascertain th&Mfifosent of any prophecy ? 

SeMadlyi The phce where Messiah shonki be hom^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



•JteSUS THK tftUX MEISIAH. H 



and wbeve he should principally impart his cbctrioe^ 
is determined :^-^ But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, tfao* 
^ thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out 
^ of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be mljsc 
< in Israel ; whose goings forth have been from of old, 
^ from everlasting.*— I^peaking of GaKlee of the nations 
in connexion with the birth of the child, whose name 
should be called ^the Mighty God,' H is said, «The 
^ people that walked in darkness have seen a great light : 
^ they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death^ 
^upon them hath the light shined/* These prophe* 
cies were literally and manifestly fulfilled in Jesus ; and 
it is scarcely credible fliat they can be fulfilled in any 
other. 

Thirdly, The house^ otfamifyy {tota whom Mepsiajl 
should descend, is clearly ascertained. So much i« 
said of bis descending from David, that I need not r^er 
to particular pixxife ; aqd the rather, as no Jew wiH 
deny it. The genealc^es (^ Matthew and Luke^ what- 
ever varieties there are between them, agree in tracuig 
his ped^ree to David. And though, m both, it is 
<traced in ihe name ol Joseph, yet Uiis appears to be 
;only in conformity to the Jewish custom of tracing n^ 
^pedigree in the name of a female. The fiither of Jo* 
seph, as mentioned by Luke, seems to have been his 
father by marriage only ; so that it was, in reality, 
Mary's pedigree that is traced by Lu&e, though under 
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ker husband^s name ; and this being the naiural line 
of descent, and that of Matthew the legal ane^ by which, 
as a king, he wonid have inherited the crown, tUere is 
no inconsistency between them. 

But, whatever supposed difficulties maj> at this dk* 
tance of time, att^d the genealogies, it is remarkabte 
that Ro otgection appears to have been made toth^ in 
the early ages of Chri^ianity ; and when, had they 
been inconsect^ they might easily have been disproved 
by the publlo registries which were then in being. 
)Douhlth(P Jew$ in the time of Jesus have di^roved bii 
being of the seed of David, his Messiahshlp would at 
onp^ have fallen lo the ground ; and for this they could 
not be wanting in inclination. Had there^ moreover, 
been any doubt on this subject, the emperor Domitiatiy 
in searching after those who were of the seed of David, 
would not have ordered the relations rf Jesus before 
liim, who, when interrogated, did not deny but that 
they were descended from him.* 

Finally, If the genealogy of Jesus be called in qnes- 
tton 'by the modern Jews, how are they to prove the 
.Messiah, whenever he shall comd, to have descended 
•from David; since, if 'I am not mistaken, they have 
iww no (Certain gejiealo^ies left^amongst them ? 

Fourthly, The kind{af miracles that Me^ssiah should 
perform, is specified.— Isaiah, speaking of the coming 

V'Slftt^Hlst ft. 3. cb. M. 
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of God to save his people, saj^s, ^Then the eyes of the 
^ blind ^ball be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall 
^ be unstopped. Tlien shall the lame leap as an hart, 
^ and the tongne of the dumb shall sing ; for in the wil- 
^ demess shall waters break out, and streams i|i the 
^desart/t That s^ch miracles were performed by 
Jesus, his enemies themi^Iyes bare -witness, in that they 
ascribed them to his connection with Beelzebub. When 
his Messiahship was questioned, he could say, in the pre- 
sence of many witnesses , ^ The blind receive their sight, 
^ and the l^me w^ ; theleper3 axe cleansed, and the 
^ deaf hear; the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
^the gospel preached unto them/ The miracles of 
Jesus ,were disti)iguisbed by their benevolence. They 
were all i^orks of mercy, as well as of power ; and this 
accorded with the character given of the Messiah in the 
seventy-second Psaln^, that he ^ should deliver the needy 
^ when hq cried ; the poor also, and hipi that had no 
* helper.' Hence the blind cried out, * Son of David, 
^ have mercy on us.^ 

Fifthly, It waa. predicted of the Messiah, that hq 
should, as a king, be distinguished by his lowliness^ 
entering into Jerusalem, not in a chariot of state, but 
in a much humbler stile, ^Rejoice greatly, O daughter 
^ of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold^ 
' thy King cometh unto thee : he is just, and having 
^ salvation ; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon 9 

G 
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' colt, the foal of an ass.' ♦ To fulfil this proph^ecy, it 
was necessary that the Messiah should descend from 
parents in low circumstances; and that the leading 
people of the land should not accompany him, Ha4^ 
they believed in him, and introduced him as aking^it 
must have been in another fashion. But it was reserved 
f5r the common people and the children to fulfil the 
prophet's words, by shouting^^ Hosanna, to the Son of 
^ David ; blessed be he that cometh in the nAnie of the 
^ Lord !' * 

Sixthly, It is predicted of the Messiah that he should 
suffer and die hy the hands of wicked men. ^ l*hus 
^ isaiththe Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy 
^ One, to him whom man despiseth^ to him whom the 

* nation ahhorrethJ As many were astonished at thee, 
^ ()mface was so marred more than any man^ and his 
^ form tnore than the sons ofmen^) so shall he sprinkle 
^ many nations.* *IIe is despised and rejected of men ; 
' a man of sorrowis, and acquainted with grief ; and we 

* hid, as it were, our faces from him ; he was despised, 

* and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our 

* griefs, and carried our sorrows ; yet we did esteem 

* him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. Blithe 

* was wounded iot our transgressions, he was bruised kt 

* our iniquities : the chastisement of our peace was iipon 

* him, and by his stripes we are healed. The Lord 
^ hath laid on him the iniquities of us all. He was op- 

* pressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 

' ♦ Zcch. ix. 9. 
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^ mouth: he Is brotitght as a lamb to the slaughter; and, 
as a sheep before Iier shearers is damb^ so he openeth' 
not his mouth. He was taken from prison, and from 

< judgment, and vho shall declare his generation ; for 

* he was cut ^ out of the. land of the living / for the 

* transgression of my people was he stricken. It pleased 
' the Lord to bruise him : he hath put him to grief: 
' yvhen thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he 

* shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the 
^pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. He 
^ shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satis- 

. ^ fied.* The Messiah shall be cut off; but not for him- 
'self>* 

The Biiovppis^ that have been made to explam awaj 
these prophecies, especially tl^ fifly-third of Isaiah, 
and^to niake it apply to Israel as a nation, are marks of 
iid^peiate cansc.t 

Is it not marvellous that the enemies of Jesus should 
so exactly fulfil the S<iriptures in reproaching and cru- 
cifying him; nsing the very speeches, and inflicting 
the very cruelties, which it was foretold they would ? 
' He trusted in the Lord that he would deliver him : 

< let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him. — ^They 
— ; ■ ■ ■ 1 ' - ■ ' ■ ' ' ' ' ^" " 

. «Is.xliz.7.~4ii. 14,15.— liii. Dan. ix. 2d. 

f If, as Mr. D. Levi would have h, thetufferer be Ijrael pffsoaified^ 
and that this nation, on account oC it^ injuries, may be said to bate borne 
the iniquities of the whole world, how Is it said, that *■ for the trans^e^ 

* ilons of. MT Mok>LB wad he iMcl^ea P Does the cimracter of wr ' 
ps9n.»1»elo]ig to ^be world, as 4istiQg«i«hed Ironi hmt^f, «r» idtlM 
fuierer, and the people for whom fie suffei ed, the laint ? 

c2 
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^ paired my garments, airi for in J vesHurefAey, did oast 

* lots.— Thqr gave me gall to eat, and in my thirst they 
< gave me vinegar to drink.— They pierced my hwnds and 

* my fed;.' These things were not true of the writes; 
but they were tnie of Jesus: in him, therefore, they 
lirere fulfilled. 

, Seventhly, it was foretold that the Messiah, after 
l?eingcut offoutof theland^ of the living, and laid in 
the grave, should rise from the dend^ Nothing less qaii 
be implied by all the promises made to him as the re* 
ward of his sufferings; forifhe had continued under 
the power of death, how should he have seen his 9eed^ 
or prolonged his days? If his kingdom had been that 
of a mortal man, how could it cotitintie as long b,% the 
siin and moon ?. How was he to see 6f the travail of Iris 
soul and be satined, ttnless he survived that travail? 
But more than this, it is fo^tpld that he should rise 
from the dead at so early a period as not to see, corrupt 
tion. The argument of Fet^r from this passage ha^ 
never bien answered. David said, ^ Thou wiU not 

* suffer thine Holy One to see corruption : ' but David 
did see corruption ; he refers to him^ therefore^ of whom 
it is witnessed that he saw no corruption. 

Lastly, It was foretold that the great hody of the 
Jewish nation would not believe in him; and that he 
t0ould set up his kingdom among the Gentile^. Such 
is evidently the meaning of the prophet's complaint, 
^ Who hath bdieved our report ?' and of tlie Measiah'ft 
won|i|iA hotter part ^tbe same pro/phee}^SF^ 'fbm 
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* I said, I have laboured im vain; I have spent my 
^ strength for nought, and in vain ; yet surely my 

< judgment is with the Lord, and my work with ray 
^ God I And now, saith the Lord, that formed me ftom 

< the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to 
^ him— rrThough Israel b^ not gathered, yet shall I be 
*^ glorious in the eyes of the Lord, jand my God shall 
^ be. my strength. And he .^aid. It is a light thing that 

< thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of 
^ Jacob and to restore the preserved of Israel t I will 

< also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that tfaoa 

* mayest be my salvation unto the ei^ls of the eartb.^* 

Your writers complain of ours for inierpretmg tbo 
promises to Israel spiritually j and the threatenings li^n 
ralb/! and tell us that they are not greatly obliged to us 
•for it* But this is misrepresentation. Our writers nei« 
tiier interpret all the promises to Israel spiritually, nor 
all the threa^ings literally. They expect your return, 
and that at no very distant period, to your own 
land I for, besides many Old Testament prophecies t»' 
this effect, he that said concermi^ the iiilrabitsals of 
Judea and Jerusalem, ^ They shall fall by the edge af 
^ the .sword, .and shall be led away captive into all na* 
' tions, aud Jerusalem shall be trodden down^ of the 

* Gentiles' — added, ^ uNTiii the times of the Gen- 
^ tiLBS BE FULFiiiLED.'f AAd, iu regard of the 
tfireatenings, the heaviest of them all is that which te 
(e3(prested by Isdah, (chap. vL 9—12.) < Go tell this 

• Isa. liii. 1.^ xlix. 4~^ 
f|,akezxi,24. 
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• people, hear ye, indeed, but understand not f and see 
^ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this 
^ people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their 

♦ eyes ; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their 

* ears^ and understand with their heart, and convert,. 

* and be healed. Then said I, Lord, how long ? And 
he answered, ' Until the cities be wasted without in- 
^ habitant, and the houses without man, and the land be 
« utterly desolate.* 

This awful judgment was mdeed to issue in (emporal 
cakmities; but the judgment itself is ^/w-f£w«// a judg- 
ment, the nature of which prevents your feeling it, but 
which is a greater evil than all your other punishmcnta 
put together. 

Such are some of the evidences ftom which we con- 
clude that Jesus is the true Messiah. Time, place,' 
iamily^ miracles, character, sufferings, resurrection, 
and rejection by his oyfn countrymen, all are fulfilled in 
Iam» Never was such a body of prophecy given and' 
aocomplisbed in amy pCher case. If you still shut your 
eyes upon the light, you must abide the consequence : 
for our parts, we feel the ground we stand upon, when 
saying, ' We know that the ^ Son of God is come.* 

II L It is declared* that wh^ the Messiah should 

OCnSie, THE WILI* OF GOT> WOULD BE PERFECTLY 

FULFILLED BY HIM — I delight to do thy KtUj O my 
God: 2/^0^ thy law is zoithin my heart. Agreeably to 
^his, the^ Messiah is denominated God*s serxart^ whoca 
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he would iipliold ; in whom he would be glorified; and 
Who should bring Jacob again to him«* 

The win of God ik)metnnes denotes what he approves, 
and sometimes what he appoints*. The first is the rule of 
our conduct, tlie last of his own; and both we affirm to 
liave been fulfilled by Jesus« 

In respect of the divme, precepts, his whole life wa» 
in pefrffect conformity to them. All his actions were 
governed by kve. Your fathers were challenged to 
convince him of sin ; and yoti are challenged to do th^ 
ftaihec Tet your natibn reckons him an impostor ! Was 
there 'ever such an impostor? Nay, was there ever 
such a character seen amongst ipen ? Should the account 
given of hitiv by the evangelists be objected to, we 
might aitt^er from Hossedtlj ♦ The Jci^ish authors 

* were iiibapdUe of ^the dicliow, and stifangers to the 

* morality CDiltlu»dd in - the Oosp^ ; the marlcs of 
' whose trathai« sd^striking and invincible, that the 

* inventor would be a more astonishing charactar than 
^thehero/t ' - 

"When a sinfiA orcatui^ is described ^ having tlie 
law 6f God in his heart, it is said to be written there, or 
put in him by tlie Spirit of God ; but o^ the Messiah if 
is said to be wkhin him. His heart hever existed with- 



Isa. i^Yn, i. zlix. S, 5. 
WbrM, vol, V. P .«13— 213 
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^nt tbe impression, and therefore needed not to have it 
put in him. Sudi w£^ Jesu» ; and such the spirit thait 
ke manifested throughout his life. Let the character, 
besides him, be named, who dares to r^ the truth of 
Us pnetoisions on bis. being found to.be ^ holy^ barm- 
less, undefikd, and separ^t^ ficom sinners t ' 

But it was not merely to fulfil the Divine precepts 
that fbe Messiah was to come, but to ct^eeute bis pir- 
pose in saving lost sinners. Even bift obedience U^ ih0 
law was subservient to this, OF he, could itot have been 
^ the Ldrd our rightepusness/ He was God's servai^ 
to raise up the tribes '<^ Jacob,, to give li|^t to thei 
Gentiles, an(l tP be hi$ solvation U^ the <ml of the earth. 
In accompUfhing tbis^ it bdi^ed bim 4a «nduiQ the 
penalty, a» well. as phipy the piecq^, of tiie law. .*Hi§ 
^soul must l|ie mad^ an offering ibi^ |in;' he must be 
* cut off out q( the lapd aS the liviogW^ cutoff, but 
iBOt for himself ;' and ibis that he ngt^t make recon-^ 
dKatiou for iniquity, ^nd .Imng in eveilaMtng right- 
^osnejss* 

Such was the doctrine of the ancient Israelites ^ and 
such is that of the New Testament., If it be tru6, let 
me intreat you to ccmsider the consequences. . Filst, 
while you hold fHst the traditions of later ages, you 
have renounced this- religion and the God of Abrahmn^ 
Isaac, and Jacob ; and in doing this have rej^ted the 
<mly way of salvation. Your ancient fathers depended 
for acceptance lyith God on the rigbteousness of the 



Digitized 



by Google 



JESIJ8 THE TRUE MESSIAH. 25 



promised Messiah ; but on what do you depend who 
believe not in* Jesus ? "Was not the charge of the apos- 
tle true, and is it not true to this hour^ that ' going 
^ about to establish their own righteousness, they had 
* not submitted to the righteQusness of God ?* Your 
ancient fathers were holy men of God : but can this be 
said of such of you as believe not in Jesus ? Far be it 
from us to load you, in a single instance, with unmer* 
ited reproach : but we utust needs say we have neither 
seen nor heard, either in your public worship .or or« 
dinary conversation, any thing resembling the religion 
of the Bible. Again, If the thing which I have at- 
tempted to establish be true, your fathers crucified the 
Lord of glory : and you, by approving the deed, make 
it your own. And this accounts for several things 
which have befallen your nation, and which otbemvise 
are not easily accounted for ; such as the destruction of 
youp temple and city within forty years of the exent, 
your scattered condition for so long a period, and the 
spirit .of obduracy andbittemess to which, during that 
period, you have been given up. We see nothing like 
it in any other nation upon earth. Finally, If what 
has been advanced be true, Jesus Christ will one day 
come in the clouds of heaven, and every eye shall see 
him ; and they also who pierced him shall wail because 
of him ! Consider of ity take advice, and speak yeur 
minds. 

We doubt not but the time will come when your 
nation shall look on him whom* their fathers pierced. 
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and shall mourn as one mouTneth for an only sQn ; but 
if it be not so with you, it is the 'more affecting. To 
see, at the last judgnlent, not only Abraham, and Isaac, 
Und Jacob, but millions of your own unborn posterity, 
sitting down in the kingdom of God, and ye yourselves 
cast out, is inexpressibly affecting ! 

i have Iktely io<^ed aito some of the niodem Jewlsk 
writings: itwould be gbing beyond my limits to at. 
tempt an answer to many of their objectians to the gos- 
pel; but! wilt toudi upon a few whidi struck me m 
the course of reading 

They find many things spoken in prophecy of the 
reign of-the Messiah^ which are not as yet fulfilled in 
Jesus ;i such as the cessation of wars, the restoration of 
the Jewish nation, &c. &c. and argue from hence^ that 
Jesus is not the Messiah. But it is not said that thei^ 
effects shovad immediateli/ follow on his ap)pearing. Oi;i 
the contrary, there was to be an ^ increase of his govern- 
ment;' yea, a ^continued' increase.* Jesus may be 
the Messiah, and his reign may be begun y while yet^ 
seeing it is not ended, there may be many things at 
present unfulfilled. It might, with equal propriety, 
have been objected to the, religion of your fathers in 
the days>of Samuel, tiiat the prcmiise made to Abraham 
of giving hi$ posterity the whole land^^ ^ from the river 
^ of Egypt to the great river, the viver Euphrates, had 
* not been fulfilled.' It certainly had not at that time ; 
but it was fulfilled in the days of David and Solomon. 

I ' ■ ■" ■ ■ — I ■ - ■ I ■ ■ ■ I . ■! ■■-■■ m.f I 

♦ Iia. ix. 7. 
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And thus, we are persuaded, it will be in respect of the 
cessation of wars, ere Christianity has finished its course. 
The kingdom of the Messiah was to continue as long as 
the sun and the moon.* It was to be set up during the 
reign of the fourth monarchy ; but was itself to survive 
it, and to stand for ever.t 

But they object that the doctrine taught by Jesus 
was not of a pacific tendency/ — ^that, on the contrary, it 
was^ by his own confession, adapted to produce diyi« 
sion and discord. ^ Think not that I am come to send 
^ peace on earth, but a sword : for I am come to set a 
^ man at variance with liis father, and the daughter 
^ against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against 
* her mother-in-law ; and a man^s foes shall be they of 
^ his own hougehold/J These words, however, (as a 
child in ju*t reasoning would preceive,) do not express 
what the gospel i^ in its own nature ; but what it would 
occasion through the haired of its enemies. They de- 
iscribe not the bitterness of believers against unbelievers, 
but of unbelievers against believers, * for the gospeFs 
sake. The good works of Abel excited the hatred of 
Caiu ( but ought Abel to be reproached on this account ? 
The message of peace sent by Hezekiah to the remnant 
of the ten jtribes, inviting thenl to come up to the Pass* 
over at Jerusidem, occasioned the same bitter contempt 
amongst the idolaters, as the ge4)el does amongst the 
uidbelievers of your nation.; yet surely it was a pacific 
message notwithstanding, and ought to hav^ been dif* 

♦ Pi. Ixxii. 5. + Dan. ii. 44. } Matt. x. S4.-.^(l. 

d2 
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ferently received.* We, might as> well jrcproach the 
God of Israel for his messages to Pharaoli, having har- 
dened his lieart : yea, for his laws given at Sinai having 
been tlie occasion of all the wickedness of your fathers; 
for if he had given them no laws^ they had not been 
guilty of transgressing them ! 

They farther object, with their fathers, that Jesus 
pretended to be the Son of Gody and so was guilty of 
blasphemy. But if he were the Messiah, he tie^a^ the 
Son of God. Did not God, in the second Psalm, ad- 
dress Uim as his Son ? and are not the kings and judges 
of the earth admonished to submit io him under that 
cliaracter ? 

Much has been said of your believing in one God ; 
and who requires you to believe in more than one ? If 
you infer from hence that there can be no plurality of 
persons in the Godhead, you contradict your own Scrip- 
tures, as well as ours. Who made the heavens and the 
earth ? Did not Elohim ? And did he not say, ^ * htt 
ns make man ?' &c. Who^restled witli Jacob ? And 
who appeared to Moses in the bush ? Was is not J"e- 
honah ? Yet he is represented, in both cases, as the 
Angel, or Messenger of Jehovah. 

Some of the precepts of Jesus are objected to, as 
. being impracticable, and Christians accused of hypo- 
crisy for pretending to respect them, while none of them 
act up to them ; that is, ' when they kre smitten on one 

♦ 2 CkroB. aox. 19. 
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^ cheek, they do not offer the other.'* But this is per- 
Terseness. Jesus did not mean it literally ; nor did he 
so exemplify it when smitten before Pilate. Nor do 
the Jews so understand their own commandments. If 
they do, however, it will follow that they break tbe 
sixth commandment in every malefactor whose execu- 
tion they promote, and even in '.the killing of animals 
for food. The manifest design of the precept is to pro- 
hibit all private retaliation and revenge ; and to teach 
us that we ought rather to suffer insult, than io render 
evil for evil. This may be a hard lesson for a proud 
spirit; but it it a true exposition of that law which re- 
quires us to ^ love our neighbour as ourselves;' which 
is inconsistent with every feeling of malice^ whatever 
•provocations may havcJbeen received. 

But this is not all ; the very agony of Jesus in the 
garden provokes the malignity of thesd writers. The 
anguish of his soul, on that occasion, is ascribed io 
pusillanimity ! Have the/ a riglit^ then, when judgii^ 
of Ills conduct, to take it for granted that he was not 
the Messiah, and that his death was like that of another 
man ? Certainly they have not. The objection, if it has 
any force, is this — ^his want of fortitude is inconsistenl 
with his being the Messiah. To this we answer, sup- 
posing him to be the Messiah, there was nothing in- 
consistent in any of those fears and sorrows which he 
expressed. For, if he were the Messiah, he must^ ao 

* R. Tobias Goodman's Address to Uie Committee of tlie London 
Society, p. 26, 
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cording to prophecy, have suflfercd immediately from 
the hand of God as well ai fro^l man. * The chastise- 
^ menl of our peace was upon him — ^It pleased the Lord 
^ to bruise him : he hath put him to grief.* But if the 
agony in the garden were of this description, there wais 
no want of fortitude iir it. So far as the wrath, of man 
was concerned, Jesus feared it not; He endured the 
cross, and even despised tlie shame r but, under the 
hand of God, he both feared and felt; and I never un- 
derstood before, that it was pusillanimous to fear, or feel, 
under the hiuid of the Almighty I But we iteed not 
marvel 5 for he who, in the language of prophecy, 
complained of having ^ gall given him fpr theat, and 
' vinegar for drink,* added, ^ They persecute him^ 
* whom thou hast smitten T* 

All these objections prove tlie truth of what was said 
to Nicodemus, ^ Except a man be bom ^^ifi,' or, to 
^peak in Jewish language, ex:cept he be ch cum vised in 
hearty * he cannot see the kingdom of God.* The 
gospel is a system that cannot.be received by a ihind 
blinded by prejudice, or a h^art hardened in sin^ He 

. that receives it must repent, as well as believe, It is in 
hope that God, pemdventure, may give some of yoi| 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth, that these 
addresses are made to you. And, though some may 
make light of them, and even mock, as the idolater^ 
did at Hezekiah*s messengers, yet we will deliver ouy 

. messages, that, if you perish, youT bloo4 Jnay not bo 
required at our haiKls. 

* fs, Ixix. 21, 26, 
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O ! ye children of Israel, our hearts desire and 
prayer to God for you, is, that you may be saved ! 
Consider, we intreat you, whether you have not for- 
saken the religion of your forefathers ; — ^whether the 
Psalms of David express the feelings of your hearts ; — 
whether, if you really loved the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, you would not believe in Jesus ; — 
whether, if ypu had just views of your own law, you 
would not despair of being accepted of God by the 
works of it ; — ^whether your rejection of Jesus be not 
owing toyour insensibility as to your need of a Saviour ;— 
whether, if you really believed the Old Testament, 
you would not believe the New ; — ^finally, whether the 
bitter malignity, which is so frequently discovered 
against Jesus and his followers, be consistent with true 
religion? ^ 

But 1 shall conclude, with a few words to professing 
Christians. I can perceive, by what I have seen of th^ 
■ Jewish writings, how much they avail themselves of 
our disorders and divisions to justify their imbelief. Let 
those who name the name of Christ depart from iaU 
quity. Let us beware of valuing ourselves in the name, 
while we are destitute of the thing. We may yield a 
sort of assent to the doctrine just delivered, while yet \t 
brings forth no good fruit in us. These are the things 
that rivet Jews in their unbelief. They have no right, 
indeed, to intrench themselves in prejudice against th^. 
Lord Jesus on account of our disorders : he is no more 
accountable for them, than the God of Israel was for 
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tbe disorders of their forefathers. But though it be 
wrong in them^ it is more so in those who furnish them 
■with occasion of offence. There is a woe upon the 
world, because of offences, seeing they stumble and 
laUr over them; but there is a heavier woe on them 
through whom they come. 

^ He- that winneth souls is wise. I hope all the mea- 
sures that are taken for the conversion of the Jews, will 
be of a winning nature. "^ If they be mal^ant and 
abusive, they must -not be opposed with the same 
weapons. The servants of the Lord must not strive, as 
for mastery ; but bpf gentle unto all men, apt to teach, 
patient in meekness, instructing those that oppose them- 
selves, if God^ peradventure,* will give them repentance 
to the acknowledging of the truth. Whatever is done, 
for children or adults^ I trust it will be in an open, 
candid way, like that of our' Saviour, who did good to 
the bodies of men, as a mean of attracting their at* 
tention, and conciliating their affection to the word of 
everlasting life. ' 
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SERMON 

SfC. 



DEUTERONOMY VI. 6. 
Tbou dialt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all 
thy loul, and with all thy itrength." 



Next to the name of Jesus, nrhich, vtiih soft but 
irresistible attraction, unites to itself every Christian, 
I did not conceive that a chord could be struck to which 
my heart was made to vibrate with an interest so strong, 
so tender, as to the miserable Heathens. For thirty- 
four years, from sixteen to fifty, what visions of glory 
have passed before my eyes, stretchingaway , to the utmost 
bounds of the everlasting hills. By day, by night, u% 
every happy moment, hltve nussions burned as a fire in 
my bones. 

But I find there is a subject of equal, if not superior 
worth; — a subject so inseparably united with it, as to 
give a yet stronger interest to the Gentile cause, I mean 
the conversion of the ancient Israel of God, Always 
touched with love and pity to the wandering, outcast 
Jew, yet am I ashamed to say, nor can I ascertain the 
reason^ but the fact is certain, that until called upon by 
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this institution, and roused by the perusal of their Tracts 
and Sermons, I never felt the subject as it deserved. I 
dared not decline, yet feared to accept the honour of 
becoming the advocate of Israel. The prophecies had 
never been the subject of my peculiar study ; I was 
unversed in Hebrew learning; I was incompetent to 
the task assigned me. W hat then was to be done ? I 
thought I would bring into the pulpit the work of a 
master, the eighth Sermon of the late pious and eloquent 
fiishop of Norwich^ entitled The Case of the Jews : 
a discourse well worthy of the candid consideration of 
the Sons of Israel. Yet was there something unplea- 
sant in the idea of doing this. Should I offer to the 
Lord what cost me nothing ? Should I be liberal of 
another^s wealth ? I have two mites, a barley loaf and a 
cup of cold water. I will offer them, for the God of 
Israel is a great King. Gifts are nothing to Him^ who 
"who giveth all to all. If He shall deign to apcept my 
service, the base metal shall be transmuted into the fine 
gold of the sanctuary ) my bread shall be multiplied to feed 
the thousands of Israel, and my cup of water shall swell 
into a copious stream of the river of life. WhowQuld 
notjerve this God of love ? And why should the weak- 
est despair of serving effectually the mighty God of 
Jacob ? He alone giveth the increase. 

Thus encouraged, I sought for a subject. Every weai- 
pon was not to be wielded by every hand. Those arms 
and that mode of attc^ck were best for me, to which I 
was most accustonpied. A wicked Jew is much like a 
wicked Christigm. The strength of his unbelief lies not 
i^ his head, but in his heart. I will then strike at his 
heart, and reason with lum as much as I can, on hii 
own principles. His own Lawgiver shall address hinvto- 
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daj. Moses has been a schoolmaster to million s of 
Christians to bring them to Christ, and he may now 
preach with effect, to some young Samuel, to some 
Daniel greatly belorcd, to some noble Saul, who shall 
hereafter emulate that Apostle's fame. O Lord in thee 
have we trusted ; let us not be confounded I 

Hear then, O men of Israel, the word of your law- 
giver. Thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy 
hearty and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. 
In treating this subject, I shall consider, 

I. The nature and excellency of that temper of mind, 
which you are commanded to exercise towards the 
Jehovah of Israel — Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, 

II. The measure in which you should exercise that 
temper, with all thy hearty and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might. 

III. I shall apply the subject to Jews and Christians* 
O Lord, we wait for thy salvation ! 

FIRST: — I am to consider the nature and excellency 
of that temper of mind, which you are to exercise to- 
wards the Jehovah of Israel. 

If you are men and have the feelings of humanity, I 
need not explain to you what love is. I appeal to your 
own bosom. That delightful temper warms every hu- 
man breast. Without it, the names of father, son, 
brother, friend, and every charity of life, are vanity 
and a lie. Love unites us to man on earth, and to God 
in heaven. Without it, there is no pure morality, no 
undefiled religion. Banish from the earth this heavenly 
temper, and every diabolical passion will rage without 
contsroul, the spirit of Cain in every breast will thirst for 
blood, and this great world will become one immense 
field of slaughter, tenantless, silent, and desolate. 
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But, though I refer to your hearts for the feeling of 
the temper we speak of, yet remember, that as it varies 
in purity, in strength, and tenderness towards our con- 
nexions on earth, so will it differ much more, when ex- 
ercised towards the Lord our God. As is the man him- 
self, so is his love. If he be ignorant, selfish, and un- 
just, such will his love be ; for he ^vill love nothing, but 
as it serves his interest, or gratifies his selfishness. To 
man fallen from original righteousness, the love of every 
creature becomes a source of corruption and misery. 
For the love of God was the original principle of angels 
and of men ; the very element of their life and joy. 
Selfishness, inordinate love of ourselves, is the grand 
apostacy from the blessed God. To bring us back to 
our first principle, to teach us to love every creature in 
God, and for God ; and to regulate all earthly affections 
by the supreme love of the Creator, is the grand design 
of religion. The affection of love is natural even to 
wicked men; butthe Icve of God is a supernatural thing, 
the replantation of a divine nature, the heavenly fruit 
of the Holy Ghost, when he crea/ ^5 in man a clean hearty 
and renews in him a right spirit. 

The love of God is founded in justapprehensionsof his 
character. The very idea of God should contain in it all 
possible perfection, in an infinite degree. Such is the Jeho- 
vah of Israel: the only living, true and eternal God, who 
filleth all in all, to whom nothing is secret, nothing impos- 
sible : — too holy to behdld iniquity, full of truth and 
without error, just in all his ways, merciful in all his dis- 
pensations, faithful to all his promises ; and whose wis- 
dom is infinite to fulfil all the counsels of his pleasure; 
a God entire and consummate all over ; with whom ther« 
is no imrightcousness. Are these, O man of Israel, thf 
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thoughts thouentertainest of thy Holy One ? There is no 
weakness in him, that thou shouldest despise him, and 
cast off his fear. He hath not burdened thee, that thou 
shouldest be weary of his service. He hath not wrong- 
ed thee, that thou shouldest hate him, and break his 
commandments. 

The love of God is also founded in a due sense of 
his mercies. He hath given us life, and breath, and 
all things ; and in liim we live, move, and have our be- 
ing. Good and gracious to all, to the house of Israel 
and Judah he hath been peculiarly so. He freely 
placed his love on your fathers, and chose you from the 
nations for his own inheritance. You went down into 
Egypt a feeble tribe, and he brought you out of it a 
great nation. With a mighty hand and an arm stretch- 
ed out, did he bring you out of the house of bondage. 
He led you through the wilderness like aflock of sheep. 
He gave you a law from heaven. When you rebelled 
against him, he chastened your offences with a rod, 
nevertheless, his loving kindness he did not take from 
you J nor caused his Covenant to fail. As often as you 
called upon him in your afflictions, he raised up Judges 
to deliver you. Though the heaven of heavens cannot 
contain him;, he permitted you to build him a house, 
and condescended to dwell among you between the 
cherubim. When inveterate idolatry provoked him to 
carry you away into Babylon, in the midst of judgment 
he remembered mercy, and replanted you in your own 
land. Again he caused you to take root, to inultiply, 
and to become a great people. In the fulness of time, 
the promised Shiloh, the Lord whom you sought, did 
actually come to his temple. Yea, Messiah came to 
his own and J wcmderful to say, his own received him not. 
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You crucified that holy and just One. As yon perse-* 
cuted your own prophets, so did you persecute his holy 
Apostles, and his infant Church ; until wrath came up- 
on you to the uttermost, and he took away your place 
and nation. For eighteen centuries, hath the blood of 
your Messiah been required of your guilty tribes* 
Without Prince, Priest, Prophet, or Altar, though you 
have sufiered such various and severe afflictions, as» 
never were endured by any people, yet hath the eye of 
heaven watched over you; and like the bush of MoseSy 
yOu remain unconsumed in the midst of fire. You are 
yet assured, that though God make a full end of all 
nations, yet will he not make an end of you ; but, that 
when you siiall return to the Lord your God, he will 
again restore you to your own land, and make Jerusa^ 
lem a praise in the whole earth. 

I know that the Jews assign other reasons for their 
calamities ; but I contend, that no sins of one man nor 
of one generation of men, could provoke the Lord to 
anger for so many centuries. But if, as we affirm, ye 
have indeed slain the Lord's anointed, and the Only 
Hope of Israely and the children, from geneiration to 
gener^ion, have justified the sin of their fatbersy walking 
in their steps, contradicting and blaspheming, then have 
ye a cause taexplain judgments otherwise unaccountable*. 
Yet so £ir is your unbelief from depreciating the diiritic 
mercies, that it enhances their value. 1 see, with sorrow 
and shame, mirliions of Christians as careless of their 
hcaventy inheritance, as if they were only brute beasts 
nrnde to graze the jdain ; but when I look at you, Q 
house of Israel, I see the Titans warring against hcaveoy 
and openly defying the Lord and his Anointed. But 
whether the Jehovah of Isniel come forth ftom his holy 
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temple, as the Lord of Hosts to punish the earth, or as 
the very God of Peace to bless the nations, he is still 
the sanc^ unchangeable Jehovah. His dispensations 
may vary, as the mutability of his creatures requires ; 
but his nature and counsels are the same from everlast- 
ing to everlasting. His nature is love, his counsels are 
love to Jews and Gentiles. His mercies are new every 
nKxrning and evening, and heaped up to heaven like the 
everlasting mountains. He is perfectly good in him- 
self, and perfectly good to us, and to love him, with 
all our heart, and to serve him, with all our strength, is 
our rational service. If we do not, the very stones will 
cry against our ingratitude, and evil, as well as good 
ai^els, will condemn us, when we are judged. Upon 
these eternal foundations, the perfection of the divine 
character and the perfection of his mercies to us, stand 
the great and comprehensive duty o[ loving him with 
all our heart. It is the abstract and spirit of the moral 
law ; the obvious dictate of reason, as well as the grand 
precept of revelation. 

Consider^ I beseech you, how honourable this temper 
of love is to the blessed God, and to his happy wor- 
shippers. It exhibits him in the lovely and confidential 
chEwracterof the Universal Fathbr^ the Fathemoj^ 
MERCIES^ and the £jOjn of all bobe^ and op all 
CONSOLATIONS. It represents him, as rejoiciBg in the 
prosperity of his saints, and delighting in the felicity thejr 
enjoy. He isviewedassurronndedbyhiscbildreiiinefirili 
andheaven, whodeUght inbimastheirGod,tbeirportk)n^ 
and their all. It vindicates his government fronoi eveijr 
aspersion, as capricious, arbitary, cniel^ or ui^ujrf. II 
cpnfers honour on his creatures also, as seryisgliim 
with the ingenuous spirit of fireemeii wd of sons ; wsA 
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not from compulsion, sordid interest, and servile feaf; 
principles which debase, narrow, and torment the soul. 
It sheds the oil of gladness on all the springs and wheels 
of duty, and makes his service perfect freedom. For 
love is liberal in its gifts, unwearied in its services, it 
casts out tormenting fear, and indulges no suspicion, 
in the unlimited confidence it reposes on the God of our 
salvation. It was this godlike spirit, which made Job say 
in his troubles. Though thou slay me^yet will I put my 
trust in thee; and the Prophet Habukkuk to exclaim, 
Althdugh the fig tree should not blossom, neither shall 
fruit be in the vines, the labour of the olive shall faily 
and the field shall yield no meaty the flock shall be cut 
off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the 
stalls, yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
God of my salvation. Finally, it is a principle of uni- 
versal obedience to all God's commandments, to all men, 
at all times, and under all circumstances. Love is the 
ruling aflfection of every soul of man, and, though 
false to every other principle to this he will be ever true, 
as the needle to the pole. For where a man*s treasure 
is there will his heart be also; and, if the love of Grod 
exist in the soul, it wiH controul, regulate, and subject 
to itself every other principle. 

If we reject this divine principle, how shall we sup- 
ply its place ? Faith itself is unprofitable, but as it 
worketh by love. Obedience is a lifeless form of god- 
liness, but as it is animated by the spirit of love. For 
it is manifest, that man cannot profit his master. Shall 
we warm, or clothe him ? Shall he eat the flesh of 
bulls, or drink the blood of goats ? Shall we mea- 
sure h<diness by the breadth erf our phylacteries, or the 
Jength <rf our prayers ? Vain babbler, what but lying 
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vanities dre thy ic^e repetitions and heartless supplica* 
tions, to the heart searching God? thou whose alms, 
whose justice, or whose religion feedeth thy pride^ 
serveth.thy interest, or countenanceth thy self-righteous** 
ness, thou hast received thy reward. Thou didst it 
not unto the Lord, nor will he accept such unprincipled 
services. 

Should we substitute fear for love, it is every way 
inferior, in nature and operation. Love is the desire 
of good, and fear the apprehension of evil, and as good is 
nobler and stronger than evil, so is the love of God a 
holier andstronger principle, than this fear. Fear hath 
in it more of a passion; of sudden excitation, in its 
operation, violent and tormenting, and in its efiects, 
superficial and transitory. Fear may be wholly se^ 
parated from true religion ; but love is religion itself, 
and ever produceth the fruits of godliness. Fear is a 
bridle to restrain, a spur to impel, and a vigilant sen- 
tinel to guard against the surprisals of an enemy : but 
unless it be allied with the more generous principle of 
love it can never answer the demands of that jealous 
God, who saith. Mi/ son^ give me tht/ heart. The 
fear and the love of God may be contrasted, compared 
and distinguished; but should never be separated. 
They both constituted a part of man's original righte- 
ousness, and are inseparable features of that holiness, in 
which good men are renewed. Even in paradise, the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, spake \o his' 
^ar, while the tree of life fixed his love. Had not fear 
been first laid asleep by the opiate of a lie, sin bad not 
entered, to expel love from its living temple. If man 
was not safe in paradise without fear, much less can he 
be SQ, Wider the perilous circumstances of his fijlen ' 
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state, Thercfinre, blessed is the man who f caret h alxma^ 
and perfectetb the holiness of love, by the vigilance of 
fear. Many excellent things are spoken of the fear of 
the Lord, in the Old and New Testament; but then, we 
must understand a fear, that is -ennobled by hi^ love- 
Fear is the predominant characteristic of the dispensation 
of Moses : love of that of Christ. But as no godly Jew 
feared God ivithouta measure of his love, so no Christian 
xan keep himself in the love of God, if he discard his ffeiur. 
Moses andChrist have both set before us good and evif^ 
life and death; speaking to our fear aud our love ; and 
if we would have their doctrine produce ks proper 
cfiect, we must endeavour to balance these principles, 
makingeach, in its turn, to preponderate, asoumecessities 
require; yet so, as chiefly to cultivate tliat spirit of liberty 
and filiation, which becomes the sons of Godandofthe 
resurrection. — Alas! poor Jew, little canst thou know of 
this spirit of adoption, which crieth Abba, Father. How 
canst thou ^mg* the JLord^s song in a strange land? 
Or, how canst thou receive the adoption of a son, 
without faith in him, who is the first bom among many 
brethren ? 

The SECOND thing I proposed, was to consider the 
measure of that temper, you are commanded to exercise 
towards the Lord your God : Thou shah love him with 
all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength. 

The love so strongly marked is of no ordinary cha- 
racter. It is pure, grateful, strong, afiectionate, fepvent, 
and reverent; specifically different fromall earthlyafiiec- 
tion. As the light of the sun darkeneth all other lights, 
so doth the love of God absorb (^her principles. It 
requires us cheerfully to recognize Jehovah a$ Father 
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of our spirite, tlie God of onr lives, and tbeLord of our 
possessions ; as entitled to dispose of us, of our wives, our 
children, our fortunes, our time, our talents, our reputa- 
tidn, and our influence, when and how he pleaseth. It 
disputes not his commands, lior arraigns his providence, 
it obliges us to depend on him wholly, with unlimited 
trust aiid absolute resignation: esteeming all loss to be 
gahi, all sorrow to be joy, so that we may glorify 
him in our bodies and spirits. 

Nor is this requisition unreasonable or unrighteous. 
For we, and all' we have, are his. He loveth us better 
than we love ourselves. He is wise, under every cir- 
cumstance of life and death, to know what is best for us, 
in this world and in the next ; and his power is able 
to effi^ct aU his goodness shall prompt, and his wisdom 
shall contrive. In4lie absolute surrender of ourselves 
to him, lieth all our honour, our happiness, and our seen* 
rity. He can demand no less, with honour to himself^ 
•and safety to his saints. Shall the world, the flesh, or 
the devil, divide our hearts with him who made and 
redeemed them ? Doth it become his holiness to license 
pri<k, anger, malice, covetousness, lust, self-will, or 
unbelief, for a day, or an hour ? He, who willeth that 
we should be holy at all, must will that- we should be 
perfectly so; nor will he leave his servants, until they 
are perfect even as their Father who is in heaven is peu 
feet. And why should this spotless law of love be ob- 
jected to? The sons of Belial have no more to do with 
it, than the Turks of Constantinople have to do with the 
rational jurisprudence of this free country. The sons of 
Cod, all love the law and the Legislator. God can do 
no wrong ; and his unlimited sovereignty is our security, 
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for tbe most perfect freedom. — Hallelujah! The Lor^ 
God Omnipotent reigneth 1 

What greater honour then, O ye Jews, can Christians 
shew to the venerable Moses, than to make this precept 
regulate every secret of their souls? This may appear 
wonderful, and it would be so indeed, where Christianity 
opposed to Judaism, But, in truth, they are one and the 
same religion, as the light of the dayirn is the same as 
the light of the day, as the rough outline is the same as 
the living picture, finbhed by the same great Master. 
Judaism is Cliristianity veiled Under shadows, types, 
and sacrifices ; and Christianity is Judaism, stripped rf 
tlieveil, perfected in ali her liniments, and strengthen- 
ed in the full proportion of her members. The same 
incomprehensible Gqd, who made all worlds, and who 
now upholdeth and governeth them, was the ii)3pirer of 
the Old and New Testament. Every attribute of 
Deity is stamped upon them both ; and as no sober 
Christian ever rejected the authority of the Old Testa- 
ment, so no godly Jew will ever reject that of the New. 
Before Moses, before Abraham, Jesus was / AM. He 
promised Messiah to Adam, to Abrf^h^m, to Jacob, 
and to David. As the angel of the Covenant, he ap- 
peared to Moses in the bush, gave hun the law from 
Mount Sin£^l, and dwelled ia the Sh^chinah of glory, 
in your Tabernacle Temple. And when, in the fuhess 
of time, he was incarnated of a v'irgin of the house of 
David to fulfil his promises, and scgourned among your 
fathers, as, the Lord and Builder of that house, in which 
Moses was a faithful servant, he set his royal signet on 
this godlike precept, and said. Stand for ever. Rule 
in the hearts of men until God be all in all ; andthrougji;. 
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mvA the ages of eternity, let t!ie obedient love of Ini 
rational creatures constitute their supreme felicity. 

At the advent of Christ, your fathers had lost the true 
spirit of the decalogue. Some contended that the law of 
sacrifice, others the law of circumcision, was the great com- 
mandment. Anxiousto resolve this important question, one 
of your Scribes asked Jesus, " Which is the first com- 
mandment of all? And Jesus answered him, the first of 
all the commandments is. Hear, O Israel, the Lord 
our God is one Lord : and thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and witll 
all thy mind, and with all thy strength. This is the first 
commandment. And the second is like it. Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none 
other commandment greater than these. And the scribe 
said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth ; 
for there is one God, and there is none other but he. 
And to love him with all the heart, and with all the un- 
derstanding, and with all the soul, and with all the 
strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more 
than all whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices. And when 
Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, 
Thou art not far from thfe kingdom of God.'* Would 
God, all the house of Israel thisi day, were even as this 
Scribe ! 

If to love God with all our heart be the first com- 
mamlment, it is obvious, that to love our neighbour as 
ourselves must be the second; for it is a consequence inse« 
parable from it. Both together constitute the living 
spirit of the ten commandments, of our duty towards 
God and of our duty towards our neighbour, compri- 
sing the whole extent of morality and religion. Thus 
is love the fulfilling of the law, and< he, who dwelleth 
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hiihk di^he temper, dWeUeth in God and God in him. 
This love Jesus perfectly exemplified in his life and 
deaeth ; dying for his enemies, and with his expiring 
%reath prayii^, Father fargive them, for they know 
not wkift they do ! And, upon his disciples, he not only 
^enforced the dnty irf loving one another, by every en*- 
4fcaring ccmsideration ; but also the more arduous duty^ 
ofloving tiietr enemies. ^^ Ye have heard tbat it hath been 
Mid, Thou shaltlove thy neighbour, and hate thine ene- 
tny . But I say unto you. Love your enemies, bless them 
ihai curse you, do good to them tbat hate you, and pray 
for them which despitefuUy use you and persecute you : 
tbat you may be the children of your Father who b in 
iieaven, for he maketh the sun to r&e on the evil and the 
good, and sendeth rain On the just and on the un- 
just. Be ye, therefore, perfect, even as your Father who 
is in heaven is perfect." 

It was to establisn he law of love, as well as to atone 
for sin and to procure the Holy Spirit, that our Im- 
'inanuel sealed his love to God and man on the altar of 
his cross. We love him, because he so loved us, and 
Us love constmineth us to love his enemies and ours. 
Hard as the duty confessedly is, yet every thing is pos- 
^Ue, is easy to those, for whom Jesus died and rose 
again, and in whom by his Spirit, he now liveth as the 
hope fi£ glory. Were all who bear his name actu- 
ated by this temper, say ye Jews, what fault could ye 
find with our ChristianHy ? Would you still consider 
Je^is as an Impost<n: a^ hb worshippers as Idolaters ? 
The c^arader of Jesus, the spirit of his religion, and 
the fruits it j^roduceth m all who cordially receive it, 
•re stronger attestati^ms of the heavenly original df both, 
than dli, the mimcles and all the prophecies. Alas ! 
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ihe great lover of God and mancoold be ncr Impostor^ 
iKHT can men who love Jehovali with all tl^ir hearts ba 
Idolaters. This fruit of heaven admits no counterfeit* 
Love is the great seal of Jehovah, with which he seals all 
his regenerated and adopted sons. It is the witness of 
that Spirit, which is truths and cannai lie. 

In the THIRD place, I am now to a]^ly the sub- 
ject to Jews and Christians. 

And, first, I address myself to both. Do you love Je« 
bovah your God with aiU your heart ? That is, better 
than you love the world and all that is in it ? Bcttar 
than life itself ? So testified the royal David i << Whom 
liave I in heaven but thee ? or whom is there on earth, . 
that I desire besides thee ? Thy loving kindness is better 
than life itself." Wilt thou answer, I do not know I 
Dost thou not know when tiiou art awake ? when the 
sun shines i when honey is in thy mouth ? when gene- 
rous wine strengtheneth thy heart, and maketh thee c^: 
a cheerful countenance ? Thou dost not know ! Thou 
hast decided against thyself. For thou couldest m 
well hold fire in tby hand, and not fed it, as have the 
love of God in thy heart, and not know it. Knon^st 
thou not, O Jew, that the holy fire in the sanctuary was 
^Q earthly flame ; that it was kindled from heaven, 
that it burned for ages, and that it was the business of 
the Prie^s to feed it day and night. Such is the love of 
God, in every spiritual worshipper. When kindled by 
the Holy Ghost, it is the business of his life to keep it 
up. In the days of Solomon had the holy fire gone out, 
it would have struck distMny into all your Tribes. Had 
J«liovah refused to Hindle it again, would* not your 
fatliers have considered it as a virtaal abdication of his 
T4wnple ? — a dissolution of the ceremonial law ? For 
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what was your temple, your priests^ jrour sacrificed 
and altar itself, witI\out the holy fire ? Who would have 
dared to profane that altar with an earthly flame^ after 
the sons of Aaron had been slain fof ofiering strange 
fire ? Such, O Jew; such, O Christian, is the desolate 
state of your soul, without this fire of love. If the love 
of Grod be not in thee, thou art not a Jew, thou art not a 
Christian. Neither Moses nor Christ shall profit the 
one, nor the other. For " though you could speak with 
the tongues of men and angels, and have not this 
charity, you are become as sounding brass or a tinkling 
cymbal. And though you have the gift of prophecy, 
and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and 
though you have all faith that you could remove moun- 
tains and have not this charity, you are nothing. And 
though you bestowed all your goods to feed the poor, and 
though you give your body to be burned, and have 
not this charity, it profiteth you nothing " 

If any man think he love God, how doth he prove the 
fact? "If ye love me,^* saithGod, "keep my command- 
ments." — " This is the love of God," saith the true wor- 
shipper, " that we keep his commandments, and his com- 
mandments are not grievous." Are you, then, the blessed 
man, who "walkethnotinthecounsel of the ungodly, nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of 
the scornful, but whose delight is in the law of the Lord 
and who meditateth therein day and night ?" Dost thou 
incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine 
heart imto understanding ? Dost thou hunger after righ- 
teousness ; and as the hart panteth after the water brooks, 
doth thy soul so thirst for the living God ? Dost thou 
love Jerusalem, pray for her peace, and weep over her 
desolations. Is thy delight among the righteous, and 
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^vitli all who excel in virtoe ? Dostthou say with Joshulk^ 
''As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord ;'' and 
can thy household bear witness to thy undissembled 
piety ? Hast thou an eye to pity, and a hand to give ? 
As a man and a brother, art thou interested in the wel* 
fare of thy whole species ? Are thy affections, thoughts, 
and desires, ascending to heaven, as to thy home ; and 
is it thy greatest grief on earth that thou art so little like 
thy God, in all thy thoughts and actions ? If thou canst 
not answer in the affirmative, assuredly, thou lo\est not 
God with all thy heart. Thou art a violator of the whole 
moral law* Thou art a lover of thyself, a lover of the 
world, a lover of gold, a lover of pleasure, a lover of 
thy belly, a lover of thy sinful lusts and passions 
These are the vile idols thou hast set up in thy heart, to 
provoke the Holy One of Israel. Thine eyes are blinded 
to the original of all perfection Thy heart is cold 
and hard to thy first Benefactor. Such Jews, such 
Christians, are of their father the devil, and his works 
they doj whose works are sin, and his wages death. 
Awake then ye that sleep, and arise from the dead^ 
and Christ shall give light to the Jew and to the 
Gentile. 

Ye Jews, ye must be circumcised with the circum- 
cision not made with hands, not in the letter, but of the 
spirit; whose praise is not of man, but of God. Ye 
Christians, ye must be born again, not . of water^ but of 
the Spirit. I told^ you before, that the love which 
Moses commands is not a natural affection, but a super-^ 
natural gift of the Holy Ghost. And saith not Moses 
the same thing ? " And it shall come to pass when all 
these things are come upon thee, the blessing and the 
curse which I have set before thee, and thou sbalt caU 
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them torn' ind among all the nations^ wbilher the Lord 
thy God bath driven thee :and shalt return unto the 
luord thy God, and shalt obey his voice, according to 
all that I command thee this day, thou and thy children 
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul : that then 
the Lord wiU turn thy captivity, and have compassion 
on thee, and will return and gather thee from all the na- 
tions, whither the Lord thy God hath scattered thee. 
And the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land 
which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess it, 
and he will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy 
fathers. And the Lord thy God will circumcise thy 
heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, that thou 
mayest live," — ^And if the carnal circumcision of the 
Jew avail him nothing, thou dreaming Christian, shall 
ihyxarnal baptism avail thee before him, who require 
a new creature ? The moral law of Moses and of Chnbt 
never was, never can be, kept by unregenerate man. 
Visible, sacramental seals of the righteousness of faith 
never did, never were designed to effect what can 
alone be done by the finger of the living God. For 
the Lord will not give his glory to another nor his 
praises to graven images. In his sight circumcision and 
baptism are vain idols, when we expect from tlDem^ 
what he alone can bestow. 

Hearken, O men of Israel. Hadyour fathers believed 
Moses they would have believed Christ. Had they 
loved God, they would have received him, who came 
forth from God. In the passage I just cited, Moses 
predicts the captivity and restoration of Israel, and tlie 
time assigned for your restoration, is when you shall 
leturn to the Lord your God. Our M^s!ah also de- 
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clared, ^^ My doetrine is not mine, but his that aeBtme. 
If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doc* 
trine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of my- 
self.^ Be this then the crkeriogp to which we appeal^ 
to settle all disputes between Jews and Christiims. We 
ask you not to receive our Messiah, until you are con* 
yinced, that he is ako yours. We have too many 
wicked Christians of oUr own, and we would not buy 
one Jew to our faith. But we solemnly call on your 
Elders and Rabbins, and your whdie nation throughout 
the world, ijo return to the Lord God of Israel with 
all their hearts, and to beseech him to enlighten their 
minds, that they may know the trutb^ and that the 
kuUi may make them free. A dreadful infatuation lieth 
on you. After one thousand eight hundred years, your 
Gentile Brethren stir you up to seek the Lord. Jewish 
prophets and Christian apostles concur to mark the 
hour as now approaching, whea Jehovah will be gra* 
cious to his Jewish and Christian churches; but for thk 
glorious day, ihe Lord will be entreated by both. Hear* 
ken then to the vordof sobeniess and truth, though from 
one you despise as a sinner of the Gentiks. ^^ Blow a 
trumpet « in ^ion ; sanctify a fast ; call a solemn 
iMssembly ; gather the people ; sanctify the congregation | 
assemble the elders; gather the children and those who 
suck the breasts. Let the bridegrocHn go forth out of 
his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. Let the 
Friests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between thq 
porch and the altar, and let them say. Spare thy people, 
O Lord, and give not thy heritage to reproach, that 
the heathen should rule over them. Wherefore should 
they say among the people, where is their God. 
Then will the Lord be jealous for bis land, and pity 
his people." 
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Do this, my brethren, and let this solemn day bo 
announced to all our churches, and we will fast and pray 
with you, for our own sins, as well as for yours. For, 
alas I Christians have spent a long night in bondage un- 
der the spirit of this world ; and we look for a revival 
of the unity of the faith, the bond o{ peace, and of 
righteousness of life, which were the glory of the first 
believers. The hope of Jew and Gentile is one 5 for 
<*in the seed of Abraham," and in no other, "shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed." Despise us not, 
for though Christians we are men, and the breath of the 
Almighty is in our nostrils. Hate us not because we ' 
love you ; and curse us not because we bless you. For 
the hour is at hand when " Epbraim shall no more envy 
Judah, norJudah vex Ephraimi" — ^the hour when Jew 
^d Gentile shall be one, and shall learn war no more. 
Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, and the leo- 
pard shall lie down with the kid ; and the calf, and tlie 
young lion, and the fatling together, and a little child 
shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed, 
their yo^ng ones shall lie down together, and the lion 
^hall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall 
play pn the hole of the asp, and the weaned child 
shall put his hand on the copkatrice den. Tliey shall 
not hurt npr destroy in all my ho)y mountain ; , for the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea." 

Christians, you shall rest in heaven ; but this day, to 
the field with the Captain of your salvation. Dress 
yourselves with heavenly arms. Grasp firmly the 
mighty shield of faith, and let the keen sword of truth 
lighten in your hand. Let immortal hope cover yx)ur 
■head as a helpiet-, and righteousness defend you as a 
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breast-plate. Aboye all, by fervent prayer, draw 
down from heaven the Almighty spirit of love, to en- 
large every member, to brace every nerf e, and to excite 
every generous sentiment of the mind of Christ. Unity 
is strength, and love is the principle of Unity. Let 
our civil wars cease, and every name be lost in that of 
Christ. Tlien shall I rejoice to see the British Christians 
thoroughly engaged with the armies of the aliens. 
Facing every way, while the forces of a corrupt Christi- 
anity harrass our rear, still shall an active vanguard en- 
gage idolatrous Gentiles, and unbelieving Jews. But 
f^ain and again, I beseech you beloved of Christ, 
remember, that the doctrine of the cross can avail little, 
without the spirit exemplified ppon the cross " the 
Spirit of love." 

Ye Patrons of this Institution, well have ye done, 
and precious to the Lord is your patience of hope and 
labour of love. Bought with the blood of Christ, and 
born of his Spirit, it well becomes us to be zealous of 
every good work, and to be liberal not only of our 
money, but, if need be, of our blood for Jews and 
Gentiles Sweet mercy pleads for the Gentile, but 
stronger gratitude binds us to the Jew. Their claims 
do not interfere, and if our hearts be as large as our 
means, we have enough for both. The Gentile is perish- 
ing afar off; the Jew is dying at our feet. Strong love 
alone can transport us over sea and land to the Gentile ; 
but we should be inexcusable indeed, not to avail our- 
selves of the easy means of serving the Jew. Open 
then to him your purses, your houses, your mouths, 
and your hearts. Be to the afflicted Jews, what they 
once were to the miserable Gentiles. In the name of 
David's Lord, let us swear to them an everlasting amity, 
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and mal^ a covenant mth them for our posteritj, to all 
generations. Rescue the Christian name from the dis« 
honour of neglecting the strange and friendless Jew. 
Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apiwtles all plead for 
them with irresistible eloquence. Jesus himself is their 
Advocate and Bondsman, '' Inasmuch as ye do it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, ye do it unto 
me. Compel them to come in, by all the force of reason. 
Cast them into the burning ^ery furnace of your Re- 
deemer's love. Let no discouragements quench that love 
of Christ which conquered sin, and death, and hell. 
Far be despair from the mind of Christ. In due season we 
shall, we must prevail. Love is irresistible, and in that 
spirit, God fighteth^^for you, and in you." Never, 
I trust, shall this cause be given up until 'Hhe Redeemer 
come out of Zion, and turn away iniquity from Jacob. 
Nevertheless, let the salvation of the Gentiles be dear 
to our hearts. Let not our love to the Jew be a frivo- 
lous apology for neglecting the Gentile. He who trul^ 
feels for one will feel for both. We must preach 
the Gospel to every creature. God forbid that the 
Jews should be the only people^ who dare forsake 
all and suffer all, for the sake of our Lord Jesus. No ; 
with them, we Gentiles also shall advance the banners 
of the cross. The heat and burden of the day is now 
all our own, and we will not faint under it. Before our 
armies shall be reinforced by the men 'g£ Israel, and 
Judah, I trust generous Gentiles shall be raised up, to 
carry the everlasting Gospel to every quarter of the 
globe. 

Finally, forget not that sacred spot, richer than the 
mines of Golconda, pleasanter than the gardens of the 
Eftst, pointed out by Dr. Buchanan: where a Chris- 
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tian Church on one side, and a Jewish Synagogue on 
the other, like the two pillars of the Sanctuary, the 
Law and the Gospel, bear witness for the living God, to 
all the idolaters of the populous East. What a stand 
were that for a mission to Jews and Gentiles! May I 
yet live to see the day, when a little company of 
Christians Jews and Gentiles, as the tpye and first fruits 
of the Church Universal, shall publish a pure Gospel 
to the sleepy Syrian churches, and to the Sons of 
Israel scattered throughout the East ! Even so, come 
Lord Jesus, come quickly ! 
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SERMON, 

ISAIAH XLIII. 5, 6. 

/ wttt bring thy ietd from the east^ and gather thu from the wett ; / 
mitt mtf U the nmrthj Ohm tip ; mid to the iouthj Keep not backf 
kring m§ $om» from far, and mjf daughten from the ends of the 
earth. 

IT is universally acknowledged that we live in eventful 
times ; when the attention of Christians is very naturally 
directed to the extraordinary events which are taking 
place in the world. Whilst others regard those events 
with cold indifference, or amuse themselves with form- 
ing political calculations, the true Christian surveys 
them with the most lively interest, and ponders them in 
devout reflection. Astonished, but "not confounded at 
the present signs of the times, the Christian is led by 
them to believe that the designs and purposes of God 
are rapidly tending towards their accomplishment. He 
is firmly persuaded, that the various revolutions and 
changes which he sees in the earth, shall be made sub- 
mrvient to the glory of God. Nay, he even fondly 
regards them as the harbingers of that blessed period, 
long foretold and ardently expected, ^^ when the king* 
ikma of fliis world shall become the kingdoms of our 
Lofd) and of his Christ,*' Rev. xi. 15. 
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I( iis truly pleasing to observe .that the shakiog and 
downfall of the nations have not been without their use. 
A real and a positive good hsU^h arisen out of these widely 
extended evils. The church of God has been excited 
to peculiar seriousness and attention. Our national 
diflSculties seem to have quickened our religious exer-» 
tions. Efforts, the most une3:ampled, have be^ made 
by all denominations of Christians to promote the in»' 
terests of true religion. In defiance of the pressure of 
the times, we have seen institutions formed and rapidly 
matured, the magnificent objects of which, are,notbing 
less than to evangelize the Heathen, and to circulate 
the Holy Scriptures in every language under heaven. 
Who can contemplate the rise and progress d these 
institutions without the most heartfelt joy ? I hail them 
as most auspicious omens ; I regard them as the true 
Palladium of this land ; as genuine and unequivocal 
evidences that " the Lord of hosts is still with us, that 
the God of Jacob is still our refuge," Ps, xlvi. 7t 

Aipong tliese and the many im^tjtutions designed to 
promote the knowledge and glory of God, I am cidled 
upon this day to plead before you in behalf of one^which^ 
without any invidious comparison^ is equal to, any, and 
inferior to none of them» Surely it is impossible that we Carii 
bear with unconcern, of a Society formed for the express 
purpose of promoting Christianity amongst the Jews, 
Such a charity irresistibly makes its way to a Christian's 
bosom. It commends itself to our notice and proteqticm 
from a thousand motives. He is no Christian who can. 
regard it with indifierence ; he is hardly a Christian whO; 
can regard it without emotion. When we bring to omr 
remembrance the former glory of Israel, and contra£^,it 
with her present desolation, can we refrain ftqin aj^ply^^ 
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ii^ thai laifie«tatioh of the proplfet, " How doOi thm 
eky «k solitary that ivas fiiH of people f JudaK is gofie 
into captivity ; among all her Io?ere she hath none to 
comfort her; she dwelleth among the heathen, she 
findeth no re^ ? " But notwithstanding the present deso- 
lations of Israel, that promise is sure to her, that pro- 
phecy shall soon be fulfilled upon her, " Zion shall be 
redeemed with judgnjent, and her converts with righle« 
ousness," Isaiah i. 37. Yes ; that day of her deliver-- 
ance^approacbes, (we may even venture to say it begins 
to dawn,) when the words of the text shall be literally 
and fully accomplished. << I will bring thy ^ecd from 
the east, and gather thee from the west; I will say to 
the north, Give up ; and to the south, Keep not back ; 
bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends 
<rf the earth." 

This prophecy looks far beyond the drfiverance of 
the Jews from their former captivity. It evidently 
points to that great and glorious delivemnce which stm 
awaits them. A deliverance that will eclipse, and 
infinitely outshine their former deliverances from Egypt 
and from Babylon. In applying the passage before us 
to the recal and conversion of the Jews, I would direct 
your attention to the following particulars. 

I. Our obligations, as christians,!© engage 

IN THIS WORK. 

II. Our ENCOURAGEMENT TO PROCEED AND PER- 
SEVERE IN IT. . 

III. The glorious consequences that will 
probably result from it. 

Amd may the Lord God of Israel, the God of 
Attfafaam, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
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lo(>k down from fieftven and vUit lis! Ma j he gr^di^asljr 
he pleased to animate our hearts, aod to istreogtiieii oui^ 
hands; in this work and labour of love ! 

, I. OuilOBUGATlON8,AiCHWS'nAHf,TOBNaAaB 
IJf THIS WORiL» 

I]t muld not be difficutt to shew that many are our 
oUigations to aeek the sal^i^ion of the Jews ; bat I shall 
content myaelf with slating only a few, 

I. GraiUude for the inestimable benefits which we. 
hme derived from them. 

Sh6uld it be asked what advantoge or benefit hare we 
derived ftoni the Jews? We answer, "much every 
way-: and chiefly, because that unto them were com- 
mitted the Oracles of God,** Rom. iii. 2. They were 
entrusted with that invaluable treasure, which was to 
enrich the church of God, through every racceeding 
age* And this virtue we must at least alkiw them t-they 
^ye been the faithful depositories of divine truth, aD4 
have transmitted it down to us pure and incorrupt. 
Surely gratitude requires that we sluMild make some 
return fcnr this distinguished favoiur) Do we esteem the 
Holy Scriptures as our richest ti^tfuie ? Have tlwy been 
our strength and ^ refuge in this house of our pil* 
grimage ? Have they guided our feet into the way, of 
peace ? Do they inspire our hearts with a jojrful hope of 
immortality ? Let us remember, it is to the Jews, that 
we are indebted for all these mercies. To them " per- 
^tainad the adoption," into which we are admitted ; 
" the covenants, with the privileges of which we are 
favoured ; « the promises," of which we are made par- 
takers ; and " of them," let it never be foigotten by 
christians, " as concerning the flesh Jems Chrift came 
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irho is over all, God bkssed (or ever/' Rom. ix. 4y S. 
Here let us^ ause, and contemplate the immensitj of (he 
defaft, which we owe to this despised and outcast peopirs 
and let ns remember that the wlude of this debt mnaiiis 
to this day unpaid. Ought we not to be ashamed of 
our culpable neglect ^ Ought we not to feel a portion ai 
least of the Apostle's spirit, who ^< could wish hfansdf 
cut off and separated firom Christ, for his brethren and 
for his kinsmen's sake ?" Rom. ix. 3. Surely tiie Jews 
hare claims upon us fkr beyond any heathen nation t 
and yet for the Heathen alone bare we hitherto em* 
ployed our labours^ The wandering Tartar, and the 
ignorant Hottentot, are reaping the roanifotd benefts of 
our Missionary exertions, whilst the poor unhappy 
Israelite is passed by,'unpitied and forgotten. Thie 
songs of Zion resound in all our churches, and yet we 
can all agree to forget Z ion's descdations. No tear of 
sympathy falls upon her ruins ; no friendly hand is 
extended to repair the breaches thereof. Let us, my 
Brethren, be ashamed of this ingratitude. Let us no 
lohger despise, but cultivate an aflS^ctionate r^ard 
totrards our wretched' and afflicted brethren. Like the 
Apostle, let us make it ^^ our heart's desire and prayer to 
6od for Israel that they may be saved." And let us 
second our prayers with instant and ardent exertions 
to promoted Ae/r salvation, to whom we owe our C7m. 

Besides the debt of gratitude,, there is another ob- 
ligation upon us to seek the salvation of the Jews t 

2 As a reparation of the cruel wrongt and injuries 
wMch we have iftftkted upon them. 

It would be as shockii^, as it would be endkss, to 
recount the terrible <^pressioni which thb imfaaj^py 
pe^ff^ have suffered in every age of their disp^sioo. 
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Or^dfal as have been the J)ertec{uti(«is whieh th* 
church of God hath experienced in former times, I 
apprehend they hare been far exceeded by the per- 
secutions which even christian nations have inflicted on 
the Jews. - Every (Christian country is deep in this 
guilt, and every christian country requires a national 
expiation of it. And let us not fondly suppose, that 
JEin^and is, in this respect, less criminal than other 
nations ; no : the pages of our history are stained with 
our cruelty and injustice. How often has this raiser- 
able people been fined and pillaged by the. former 
governments of this land ! How often have they been 
compelled to redeem their lives at the expense of all 
their treasures ! Did our monarchs want money to 
carry on their wars ? The Jews were sure to be the first 
objects of their rapacity. The basest arts were used in 
order to find a colourable pretext for extortion ; and 
very ftequently, without any pretext at all, their pro- 
perty was confiscated ; themselves proscribed and 
banished ; and afterwards recalled to he stript and 
fleeced again. Do we owe them no reparation for these 
injuries ? Shall we justify these enormities, (and some 
have attempted to justify them) upon the ground that 
we have only executed the judgments of God denounced 
.upon them? It is true, the Jews have been evidently 
the objects of divine wrath ; but that is no warrant for 
the inhuman outrages which we have committed against, . 
them. Judah^s wickedness is no exculpation of Eng* 
land's jsin. RaUier, have we not reason to fear, that the 
Lord may have a controversy with us, both tor our past 
and present oppressions of his ancient people ? Have 
ice nothing to dread in the prospect of the day^ whidi 
the prophet emphatically calls ^' the day (^ tlie Lord's 
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f ^ngeancJe, the yeat of recompenoes for the controversy 
of Zion i '^ Isaiah xxxiy. 8. Is it nothing to us, that 
that great and notable day of the Lord is at hand, whed 
*^ Jerusateni shall bei^me a cup of trembling/^ and 
«^ a burdensome stone, "to all the nations that have 
afflicted her ? Would we avert from us the indignation 
bf the Lord, and escape his thte^tened judgments ? 
Let us undo the bands of wickedness. Let us turn to 
Israel with compassion, and with refpentanoe. Let us 
hasten to discharge the double debt which we owe to 
* them ; repaying their former kindnesses to us, and 
repairing the shameful wrohgd which we hare inflicted 
tipon them. And let us be excited to this • work of 
lecompence, from the encouraging and yet fearful 
consideratidn, that it is written of Israel, <^ Blessed is 
he that blesseth thee, and cursed is he that curseth' 
thee." Numb. xxiv. 9. 

As christians, we should engage in this wcn-k from 
another principle. 

3. From an ardent desire to promote the glory 
of God. * 

An earnest desire to promote the glory of God is a 
prominent feature in the character of a true Christian ? 
and we miay reasonably doubt the profession of tho^ 
who do not feel the con9tant influence of this principle. 
The wonderful love of God in giving his only begotten 
8(Mi to die for us, hath made such an impression on th^ 
Christian's mind, as can never be ellaced! It naturally 
inspires him wijth an ailxious concern for the spiritual 
welfare of all his fellow creatures. " Thy kingdom 
come," is his never ceasing prayer ; and never did he 
ofier it with so much ardour as he does now, when he 
sees 80 Inany signs of the kingdom of (rod approaching. 
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Blessed as we haya long been with the uninterrupted 
enjoyment both of civil and religious liberty ; protected 
^ we have been^ and still are, amidst the general oyer^ 
throw of nations and churches around us, surely we are 
particularly called upon to glorify God, who. hath so ' 
visibly interposed in our behalf. Are we indeed sen- 
sible of our national mercies ? Are we affected by 
the goodness of God, in our solitary and wonderful 
preservation ? Is it our heart's desire to offer up some 
national memorial of our gratitude ? O ! then, let U9 
unite, hand and he$rt, in the work now before usi I^ ' 
Us offer upon this altar the sacrifice of our thanks- 
givings to God. My brethren, the conversion of the 
Jews, is indisputably an o^eci most intimately con- 
nected Ivith the ghwy of.Grod, and with the honour of 
Christ. I am fully persuaded, that we can tiever expect 
any particular enlargement of the Redeemer's kingdom 
till the veil be removed from Israel. If, therefinre, we 
would indeed promote the glory of God, and extend 
^tbe triumphs of the Redeemer, let us turn our attention 
primarily to the Jews, let us gladly sqpeAd. and be 
spent for them. ' From first te last, Israel is the seed of 
the church, and from this seed, we must lode (os the 
kirvest. Thus the apostle argues, " If the fidl of them 
[the Jews] be the riches of the worlds and the diminish- 
ing of then^ the riches of the Gentiles ; how much more 
their fulness ?" Rom. xi. 12. 

Having thus stated our obligations to et^age in ihh 
work, I proceed to consider, 

• 11. Our encouragement to procbed And per- 
severe IN IT. 

To some the attempt to convert the Jews may appear 
vfeionary ; to others it may appear inexpedient; but 
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Aey, wlu) are accpiainted vfith ibeit Bible8| must iatom 
that it is not faopekss. We aie certainly encouraged 
to attempt this work, . . 

• 1. From the testimony of propheej/. 

The restoration of the whole honse of larael, is sq 
plainly and expressly foretold ia Scripture, that it may 
properly be caUed an article cX our faith. Theu^ 
they now appear to us to be scattered and dispersed^ 
almost beyond the hope of restoration, yet according 
to the sure word of prophecy, they shall be collected^ 
and brought home to their own land, and exalted 
to a situation of the highest pre-eminence among the 
nations of the earth. This is beautifully represented 
by the prophd; Ezekiel, in the elaborate parable of the 
valley of dry bones. Ezek. xxxyii. " These bones'* arc 
emphatically called ^^ the whole4ou&e of Iskiel: " and, 
**lo, they were very dry." They had long been 
politicaUy and spiritually dead :-^ead as a church, 
and dead as a nation. Neverthdess, under the almighty 
agency of the Holy Spirit, these dry bones were to 
experience a glorioun resurrection : hone should return 
ta hh bone, they should ^^ live, and stand upon their 
&ety and become an ^ exceeding great' araty." The 
piopfaet then proceeds to predict the happy settlement 
of Israel and Judah in their own land. ^' Thus saith 
^he Lord God, Behold, I will take the children Of 
Israel frcnn among the heaths, whither they be gone, 
and will gather them on every side, and bring them 
into their own land :" and '^ I will make a covenant 
of peace with them ; it shall be an everlasting covenant ; 
and I will set my sanctuary in the midst of them fer 
evermore. My tabernacle ako shall be with them; 
apd I will be their God^ and they shall be my 
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pCQple/^ Ezck. xxxvii. 21, 26, 27, The prophet 
Hosea describes Vfith remarkable precision, the present 
lamentable state of Israel, and her future restoration 
and happiness, f* The children of Israel shall abide 
many days -without a king, and without a prince, and 
without a sacrific(3 ; but afterward shall the childr^u 
of Israel return, and seek the Lord tbdr God, and, 
David their king ; and shall fear the Lprd and his 
goodness in the latter days," Hosea iii. 4, 5, and the 
prophet Zephaniah, looking with a prophetic eye to 
these last day^, calls upon Israel and Judah to rejoice 
and triumph in the prospect before him. " Sing, O 
dai^hters of Zion ; shout, O Israel ; be glad and re-e 
joice with all ^he heart, O daughter of Jerusalem : the 
Lord hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast 
out thine enemy ; the king of Israel, even the Lord, 
is in the midst of thee ; thou shalt not see evil any 
more,"' Zeph. iii. 14, 15. Jlere then, my brethren, 
is our encouragement to engage and proceed in our 
work : we have the full tide of prophecy settii^ us 
forward in our course : we know that God is, on our 
side ; that the cause, in which we are embarked, is a 
cause, which, in defiance of all opposition, mustpre^ 
,vaiL Upon this foundation we build our edifice; tbp 
Scriptures - declare that Jerusalem shall yet become 
*5 the joy of the whole earth," the spiritual metropolis 
of the kingdom of Christ, ^^ and that all nations shall 
flow unto it." 

We are also encouraged to proceed, 

2. From the very great attention which has already 
^een excited among the Jews. 

Arduous as is the work in which we are engaged, 
apd unpromising as it may to many appear ; yet we can 
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cofifidently declare, that our Society hath hitherto no 
reason to repent of its laudable efforts. On the con- 
trary, its eifiertions have already produced very striking 
effects, A spirit of inquiry has been stirrei up among 
the Jews ; which is, of itself, a most favourable cir- 
cumstance ; for, if the Jews can only be brought 
diligently to i^earch and study their own scriptures, we 
^ay reasonably hope that the most important con- 
sequences will result from their inquiries. It remains 
with us, to foster and cherish this spirit of inquiry, and 
not to suffer it to subside. But not to rest upon this 
argument, we can appeal to very encouraging facts. 
Not a few of the Jews have already been brought to ab- 
jure their errors, and openly to confess Jesus of Nazareth, 
as their Messiah, and Redeemer. Several others have 
evinced ati earnest desire to know mor6 of the Friend and 
Saviour of sinners. And we have the strongest reason 
to believe, that a secret, but powerful conviction of the 
truth of the New Testament, exists in the minds of 
many pf the Jews, who have hitherto, from the influence 
of worldly fear, been prevented from making an open 
ponfession of their faith . Surely then we have abundant 
^encouragement to proceed in our work, and abundant 
cause for thankfulness to God, that we have not hitherto 
laboured in vain. We shall not be deemed too san- 
guine, in expr^ng our confident hopes, that the seed 
which we are now sowing, shall, at no very distant 
period, yield a most glorious harvest : and that even 
we ourselves shall be permitted to reap the first fruits 
of that harvest, by turning many of the children of 
Jsrael to the Lord their God, and to David their king. 
Anpther grotmd of encouragement may be drawn, 
3. From ihfi present signs of the fiptes. 
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That a day will come, when both the House of Judalt 
and of Israel shaH be brought home to the fold of Christ, 
k a truth grounded on the express promise of God : and 
many reasons may be assigned, which induce us to think 
that this day is at hand. Of late years, the attention of - 
chtistians has been very remarkably turned to the study 
-of prophecy : and especially to those prophetic parts 
of Scripture, which directly treat of the conversion of 
the Heathen, of the restoration of the Jews, and of the 
' glories* of the Millennian era. The present times are also 
strongly marked with a very generdl expectation among 
Christians, of the introduction of a new scene of things^ 
both in the world, and! in the church. This expectation, 
it is well known, forms an interesting topic of religious 
conversation. Here, it should not escape our notice, 
that immediately before our Lord's first coming, a very 
general expectation prevailed in the world, of the advent 
of some illustrious prince, who should govern the world 
in righteousness and peace. We know- that this ex- 
pectation was not disappointed, and arguing from 
analogy, we may reasonably believe that the present 
confident expectations of the church of God shall also -- 
be redizcd. The observation of our favourite poet i$ 
equally just and beautiful. 

** Six thousand yean of sorrow have well niglr 
IVilfiUH^tlieir Urdy. and <li9«UDi|8 Q9«niB 
Oter^i^ sinful world ; aod «b«t remf^ 
Of t^is tempesliKUif state of human t^in|;8 
Is merely as the working of a sea 
Before a calm, that rocks itself to rest." 

COWPJCK. 

The strenuous exertions which are making on every 
side, to diffuse the knowledge of the.(xos|)el of peace 
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ate the stresit pledges of the approacliiiif triun^h of 
our Redeemer. Already do the mists of heathen dark** 
ness b^in to be dissipated ; abeady do the benign 
rays of the sun of ughteousness begin to illumine those 
regions of the edrth, which haye long sat in darkness^ 
aittl in the shadow (MT death. Erery thing is ^ptefeimg 
for the solemn inauguration of Christ, as King and Lord 
of all ; when both Jews and Gentiles shall be giren to 
him *' for ad inheritance, and the uttermost parts (Mfihe 
eaith finr a possession." And shall not these signs of the 
times awaken our energies, and stimulate our exertions ? 
Shall we fold our hands in sloth, when the trumpet is 
calling us to tte fifld ? O ! no ; let us up, and be doing 
this woriL of the Lord, to which he is ddlin^ us this 
day. Let us prepare onrselyes as his instruments ,t6 
fiillil that prqphecy,^^ I will surely assemble, O Jacdb^ 
all of thee; I wiU surely gather the remAfint of Israel; 
I will put them togethet as the sheep of Bonrah, as the 
flock in the midst of their fold." Micah ii. 12. . 

Let us now proceed to the third branch of our subject^ 
to comider, 

IIL T^£ GLORIOUS CONSEQUENCES THAT WILI* ^ 
RESULT FROM THE CONVERSION OF THE JtWS. 

Great wfll be its consequences both to the world and 
to the church of God. 

JLietn» consider, 

1. Jts glorious consequences to the world. 

Among other blessings, wbieh will residt to the wdrld 
it large from this grand event, we are piltticulaTly taught 
to esepeet, from the sure word of prophecy, that there , 
will be an uhflversal diffusion of regions knowledge, 
and an imivei^l ei^crftoent of uninterrupted peace. ' 
^ Nation shfdl not lift up sword against nation, neithel 



Digitized by 
I 



Google 



ihall they learn \^r any more.'^ When ite Lc*a sliari 
bring ^againthe captivity of Israel, the whole fk<^ of the 
earth will be changed : it will be the commencement 
of a new and blessed era to' all nations* How strik- 
ing, how beautiful is the language which the prophets 
make use of in representing this splendid event ! 
The prophet M icdi c6mpares the remnant of Judah to 
the " dew " of heaven, and to " the showers upon the 
grass :" hereby signifying that they shall be the ^rand 
instruments of spreading the light of the gospel through 
the kingdoms of the earth. Like the dxaps of dew 
they shall fertilize all the nations among which they are 
scattered* The. prophet Jeremiah describes the time 
pf Israel and Judah's conversion as a time when the 
knowledge of God should wonderfully prevail among 
all people. "After those days, they shall teach no more 
every man Us neighbour, and every mim his brother^ 
saying, know the Lord : for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith 
the Lord." Jerem. xxxu 34. 

The royal Psalmist looking forward to this latter day 
characterizes it as a period when." all the ei\ds of the 
world shall remember themselves, and turn unto the 
Lord." Unable to contain his joy, he celebrates the 
enlargement of Messiah's kingdom with holy rapture 
and exultation. " In his days shall the righteous 
flourish ; and abundance of peace so long as the moon 
^dureth. He shall have dominion also Arom sea to 
sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth. 
The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring 
presents : yea, all kings shall fall down before him ; 
all nations shall serve him,'-' Psalm Ixxii. 7, 8, 10, II. 
In what glowing colours does the prophet Isaiah 
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pduirtray of the glories of that day, when Jews and Gen- 
tiles shall be brought into the same fold, and under the 
^ same siiepherd ? " Then shall the mountain of the Lord's 
house be established in the top of the mountains, and 
shall be exalted above the hills ; and all nations shalT 
flow unto it." And how e:tqustte is the imagery, under 
wliich the same prophd; shadows forth the harmony 
arid peace, the unity and love, which diall every where 
prevail ! " The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the calf and 
the young lk>n and the fatling together; and a little 
child shdll lead them. And the cow and the bear shall 
feed ; their young ones shall lie down together ; and 
the lion shall eat straw like the ok. And the sucking • 
child shall play on the hole of theiisp, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den. They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain ; tor 
the earth shall* be foil of the knowledge^ of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea,'' Isaiah xi. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
My Brethren, we, perhaps, shall not be petaittedto see 
this day, but in all probability, the next, or the foUow- 
ing, generation will. But if our eyes are not privileged 
to behold it, let our hands, at least, be actively employed 
in helping it forward. Let us diligently wait upon 
God in prayer^ and with one heart, and with one voice/ 
cry unto him, " thy kingdom come." And let us be 
animated to this duty, from the solemn consideration 
that " those things are now beginning to come to pass," 
respecting which Christ emphatically hajB said to his 
faithful servants — " look up, lift up your heads; fcnr 
your redemption drawetli nigh," Luke xxi. 28. 
From this' view of the glorious consequences of tht 
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conversion pf the J^ws to th6 world at large, we are 
naturally led to consider,, 

2. //^ glorious consequences to the church of God, 
Ittcxpressibly munificent is the description of the 
happiness and glory of the chfirob, ^in that day when^ 
"the Lord shall briufg again Z ion." The conversion ' 
of the Jews shall be the means of bringing in the whole 
fulness of the Gentiles. Then shall the name of Cbrbt 
be known from the rising of the sun to the going down 
tliereof ; his praises shall be beard and celebrated in the 
utterrtiost parts of the earth . Wonderful indeed will be ' 
the enlargement of the church ; for the HWy Spirit 
shall be poured out upoti it, in a manner unknown at 
any former period. The day of Pentecost itself, on- 
which three thousand SOiils wem added to' the dhurch' 
undergone s^^micm, shall only be the type of a far more 
ext^nsivje conversion. A ttation shall then j as it were, 
be boi^ in a day. "Whosoever shall' call' upon the- 
Lord'shall be «vdd." " As sooii asr the people hear of 
Christ tfaey shall dbey bim : " as soon as bigensignis 
set up amongst them, under a divine impulse, they shall- 
gather themselves to it. So sudden, and so numerous 
will be the converts of th^ christian church, that the 
servants of - God, in that day, shall be filled witb 
astonishment and ponder, and say, " who are tbese 
that fly as a doud, and as dovesf to their windows?" 
Isaiah Ix. S. This is no idle dream ; it is abundantly 
confirmed'by the testimony of the prophet, who thus in 
the nartie of the Lord addresses ZiOn : " "Arise, shine ; 
for thy light is come, arid the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon tliee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light,- 
and kings to the brightness of thy risng. The abundance 
of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the 



Digitized 



by Google 



• 19 

Gentiles sliali come unto thee." Isaiah U. 1, 3, 5. 
Oh, my brethren, what a day will that be, when the 
Lord shall bring again the second time the captivity of 
his people ! When the veil that is spread over all 
nations shall be removed : when the faithful followers 
of Christ "shall see eye to eye:" and when, in a 
spiritual ^sense, the light of ttie moon shall be as the light 
,of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be increased 
sevenfold !" Isaiah xxx. 26. " Alas, who shall live* 
when' God doeth this!" But besides the outward 
enlargement of the church, we are taught to expect that 
in that day, very glorious will be her inward beauty. 
The conversion of the Jews will lie the immediate fore- 
runner of that period, when God will gather into one, 
an innumerable company from the north, and from the 
souths and from the east, and* from the west; to form 
them into one gl(»rious society, and to unite them under 
one blessedshead. This grand and magnificent event is 
the subject of many prophecies and of many promises. 
The whole earth shall then become but one family of 
worsbipp^s : all . united in the same interests ; all 
renewed in the «ame image ; all partakers of the same 
f^ith; and ail animated with the same hope. What 
an interesting spectacle will the work! then present to 
..pen and to angels! How different from the scenes of 
which *we are witnesses! Who can contemplate this 
approaching event, and not feel his heart burn within 
Mm ? In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who 
dieji for yoiu upo^ the cross, and in the name of his 
^ufferii^ chjq^cfa upon earth, I summon you this day 
to aid wad befriend the cause, whiqh is now offered 
4o your patronage. In the jsame name, I call upon 
you fervently to. join with me, with one heart and with 
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One voic«, in Ihat excellent prayer of oar clrarch^ 
whidrwas:lately offered within these walls: "Have 
mercy, O God, npon all 'Jews, Turks, Infidels, and 
Heretics, and take from them all ig-noraince, hardiness; of 
heart, and contempt of thy ,word ; and so fetch them 
home, blessed Lord, to thy flock, that they may bet 
saved among the remnant of the true Israelites, and be 
made one fold under one shepherd, Jesiis Christ oui^ 
Lord."* 

Thus, my brethren, I have endeavoured, as God hath 
enable me, to fulfil the arduous task which hath this 
<ilay devolved upon me. And as in all probability, 
I may see your fecea no more, permit me in closing this 
discourse, most solenmly and most affectionately to 
commend this institution to your countenance and pro- 
tection. O, look to your original ; *^ look to thitt 
rock, from which you have been hewn, and to ibti 
hole of that pit from which you have been digged.'* 

To Grod's covenant with Abraham and with bis seed, 
you owe all that you ask, and all that you hope to be. 
You ttiat are the younger brother of your fether's 
house, haveiisen to your present pre-eminence, on the 
ruin of your elder brother. That manna whi<^ he 
loathed and left, was given io feast you : he was cast 
out of the church, that you might be taken into it : the 
birthright was taken away from him, that it might 
be given to you : his diminishing has been your fulness ; 
and his poverty has been your riches. Surely if we 
have any bowels of mercies, we qmuot but yearn over 
.them, who were thus rejected; that we might be-adopted. 
My brethren, wTien Cfeirist sent forth his Apostles to 

• Collect jfor Good Friday. 
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preach the Gospel of the kingdom, he particularly 
charged them to <^ begin at Jerusalem." Let roe not be 
misunderstood, when I humbly hint, that, in our at- 
tempts to convert the Heathen, we should follow this 
rule, and begin at Jerusalem too. Did Christ conunand 
his Apostles to go and '' seek first the lost sheep of 
.the hott^e of Israel," and shall we seek them last? 
O no; we will remember that as " through their 
unbelief, we have found mercy," so it is the divine 
appointment, that '^ through our mercy, they also 
may obtain mercy," Rom. xi. SO, 31. Let us then 
conform ourselves to this appointment. Let us thank 
the Society for the appeal which they have this day 
made to us. And let us willingly present our offerings 
to the Lord, not with the complacency of a gift, but as 
the fruits of our repentance to God, for our past neglect 
of his people. And may God in his mercy accept your 
service, and crown your ofierings with hb blessing ! 
And in answer to the prayars of his church, may he 
graciously be pleased to hasten the day, when ^^ all 
ungodlines shall be turned away from Jacob: ""when 
the spiritual Joseph shall be made known to his 
brethren; and ^^ so all Isra^ shall be saved !"-r-Amen« 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



IT being thought expedient to re-publish in thit 
country the following Sermon^ the author feels it 
necessary to prefix to it some short account of the 
occasion on which it was delivered. 

The author was at Amsterdam partly with a view 
of re-establishing there an Episcopal Chapel in 
which there had been no service for seven years, 
but principally with a view of seeking the wel&re 
of the Children of Israel. He went thither rather to 
explore than to act. (See Neh . ii. 12—16.) But just 
previous to the 18th of June, he understood that the 
third anniversary of the battle of Waterloo was to be 
kept throughout the Netherlands as a day of thanks- 
giving : and just at that time also he quite acci- 
dentally heard, that the king of the Netherlands had 
a year before issued an Edict, requiring all the Jews 
to educate their children in the knowledge of their 
own Scriptures, and calling upon all his Christian 
subjects to aid in this good work. Despondency, 
not unlike to that which paralyzed all exertion at 
Jerusalem in Nehemiah's days, so universally pre- 
vailed, that no one had risen to the occasion ; the 
very commissioners who had been appointed to 
carry the Edict into effect, had published a Report^ 
in which they gave it as their opinion, '' that the 
Lord's time was not come;'' and there was great 
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danger that the gracious designs of the monarch 
would be altogether frustrated. The Author there- 
fore judged this a fit occasion for calling the attention 
of the Public to the Edict ; and accordingly^ after 
devoting the morning service to the more appro- 
priate subject of the day^ he employed the evening 
service in an endeavour to forward this good work. 
Considerable attention was excited to the subject by 
means of the Sermon; which was therefore in- 
stantly printed in Dutch^ French^, and English^ for 
the purpose of its being circulated throughout the 
Netherlands : and he has reason to hope^ that active 
exertions will now be made in many places to 
promote^ what every benevolent mind must ardently 
desire^ the edification and welfare of the Jewish 
people. So good an example having been set by 
the emperor of Russia and the king of the Nether- 
lands^ the Author hopes that the attention of our 
own Governors also; both in Church and State^ 
may be called to this long-neglected people; and 
that^ when the British Public shall be invited (as it 
is probable they will ere long be) by Authority to 
aid in supporting Missions to the heathen world, 
the claims of the Jewish nation, to whom under 
God we* owe all the light that we ourselves enjoy^ 
will not be overlooked. It is with a view to this 
great object, that the Author sends forth the Sermon 
in this country, where, if the foregoing explanation 
had not been given, its relevancy and use might 
have been justly called in question. 
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TO THE REV. CHARLES SIMEON, M. A. 



Rev. Sir/ 
Your Sermon preached on the ISth In8t being 
80 much in unison with our Sentiments, so ex- 
pressive of attachment to the Person of His Ma^ 
jesty the King of the Netherlands and to his 
Government, and of sincere desire for the hap- 
piness of all his Sultjects, we feel it a duty, 
(particularly as there is reason to apprehend that 
the advertisement relating to it was misunderstood,) 
to reqtiest that it be printed and presented to His 
Mqjesty in testimony of the Loyal, Liberal, and 
Christian Sentiments it contains. 

We are, with most sincere respect and esteem. 

Rev. Sir, 
Your obliged and obedient Servants, 

THOMAS ATKINSON, 

THOMAS JACKSON, 

JOHN HARRISON, 

MICHAEL MBTCALFJB, 

Committee of the SpiKopal Church. 
Am$ierdamf 

JtmelSiS. 
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A SERMON, 



9 CHRONICLES XVII. ft. 



AND THEY TAUGHT IN JUDAH^ AND HAD THE BOOK 
OF THE LAW OF THE LOED WITH THEM^ AND 
WENT ABOUT THROUGHOUT ALL THB €niB9 OP 
JUDAH, AND TAUGHT THE PEOFLE. 

ON a day set apart for thanksgiving to God for 
mercies received^ it is peculiarly proper to consider 
what we may rend^ unto the Lord for all hia 
benefits. CCTtainly, if any event ever deserved 
repeated annual commemoration^ it is that which 
has freed the world from the most grievous tyranny 
that ever it endured. Of the bitter cup which was 
put into the hands of every nation in Europe^ this 
nation drank very deeply : and the change which it 
has experienced in th^ restoration of their rightful 
monarchy and in *the establishment of a free con* 
stitution, calls for their devotttest acknowledgments 
to Almighty God. Doubtless^ we may with justice 
pay some tribute of honour to those who by their 
counsels and their arms effected the overthrow of 
die usurper : but it is GikI alone who givetfa victory 
to kings, and to whom the glory of this great victory 
laust be primarily ascribed : and he who accounts 
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a day consecrated to this^service superfluous^ shews, 
that he is far from justly appreciating the blessings 
that have been conferred upon him. The monarch 
^himself has given to his people a very decided evi- 
dence, that he feels the depth of his obligations to 
the God of his salvation : and it will be your own 
loss if you do not cultivate a similar spirit, and 
improve the occasion to the. honour of your God. 

But it is not to thanksgrving only that your 
monarch invites you : He calls you by a special 
edict to unite with him in seeking the welfare of 
your Jewish brethren^ who in their stru^le with 
the enemy signally approved their fidelity to their 
legitimate monarch. Their welfitre he in his turn 
studies to promote : and he desires to combine the 
eniergies of all his subjects in efforts for their good. 
Methinks, he is like Jehosaphat of old, who^ well 
knowing that piety must be founded in knowledge, 
and happiness in piety, sent forth the princes of his 
empire, with a select number of Priests and Le- 
vites to instruct his people in the knowledge of 
God's blessed word. 

His edict oa this occasion, and the manner in 
which it was jcarried into effect, will form the subject 
of my present discourse. .Pii^st, then, we notice. 
The Edict of King Jehosaphat. . 

Thi» was such as became a great and pious mo- 
.narch : and we shall find it not unprofitable or 
unsuitable to the present occasion, to enter into 
a distinct consideration of it We observe then, 
that it was a kind and benevolent 6dict ; a wise and 
politic edict ; a good and beneficial edict. 

Mark the benevolence displayed in it. He sought 
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the preseAt and eternal welfare of his subjects. He 
knew that, as men are raised above the beasts by 
the exercise of reason, so are they elevated m tl^ 
scale of rational beings^ in proportion as their in- 
tellectual powers are cultivated and enlarged. Man 
destitute of knowledge, is a mere savage : but^ 
when instructed in the various branches of science^ 
he becomes refined^ and civilized, and capable of 
cohtributing to the general good. In the very cul- 
tivation of knowledge there i^ much pleasure arising 
to the mind : and in the application of that know-* 
ledge to useful purposes there is an exquisite delight . 
We need only observe persons when employed in 
their several vocations, how happy they are> how 
contented^ how cheerful^ oftentimes unconsciously 
prockiming their happiness^ like the birds of the 
air^ in festal songs^ or consciously and with devotion^ 
in songs of praise. 

But it was not mere intellectual improvement 
which Jehosaphat sought to convey ; he wished his 
people to be instructed in the knowledge of that 
God whom they professed to fear and worship. 
This alone could make them truly happy: This 
alone could impart to them sound wisdom or solid 
consolation. He therefore gave particular directions^ 
that they should be taught ^* in the book of the kw 
of the Lord/' and this throughout the whole land* 
O happy people, whose Governor so employed the 
authority with vfhich he was inV^ted! And happy 
that monarch who so improved his influence, not for 
his own personal aggrandizement, but for the best 
interests of the people committed to his charge! 
In so doings he approved himself to be indeed> what 
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e?ery governor should be, the Friend and Father of 
hia people. 

Nor ym» the polity of this laeasore at aU inferiw 
to its benevolence* A people well instructed in 
moral and religious knowled^, wyi view Govern*- 
ment as an ordinance of God^ and will l&rn to obey 
the constituted authorities^ not so nmeh from fear ^ 
their wrath^ as for conacienoe' sake towards God: 
They wfll view their governors as God's vicegerehts 
upon earth ; and will consider allegianoe to them as 
an essenUal part of theiv duty (o Urn. Hence wdH 
spring up love in their hearts^ and a- real ddight in 
manifesting on all proper oocaaions tbrir loyalty to 
thcor King* They wilt form a bnlwaik around his 
perscm in case of necessity, and even gloiy in 
hyiiig down their Uvea for him jeis their greatest 
Bem^tor* 

Ihe ben^ts arising from this edict were incalai- 
laUe. Such waa the effect of it that the fear of *Mio- 
saphat, md of Jehovah as his protector, fsHoa aU Che 
nations that were round about bim» so tfmt jvme, 
bowaver hostUe in Uieir hearts> dared to make war 
agamst him.^ Doubtless this resulted cbicAy from 
an impression made upon their minds by God him- 
self ; yet it tvas also produoed by a dnad of that 
energy which an united people were ready to put 
forth at any instant at tha call of tlumt batoved 
Monarch. At the same time that peace vras 4mis 
aecured, prospmty^ reigned in every part of the 
empire, and» as the immediate frnit of it, Je^o- 
aaphat, aa weU as the peoples^ '^ had rickea and 
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bonoar in abuiodaoce/'* In bis own mind too be 
reaped Ibe frotto of his own benevdenoe* God 
smiled upon him, and manifested bimself to btm^ 
and enabled bim to walk with '' his beart lifted up 
in the ways of tbe Lofd/'f 

Saob Mfas ibe edict of tbe pious Jebosapbat^ bene- 
vokait^ pobtic^ beneficial. And wbat, I would ask^ 
is tbe edict wbicb basbeen issued by tbe bighest 
authority in this kingdom ? ]>o we not s«9in it the * 
same blessed charaoters as in that which we ha^ 
l>een conndeiing? It was/' in the thiid year of 
his reign'']: that Jeboaapbat sent forth teachers to 
enlighten and iMtnwt his subjects. The rery 
instant he fek hmtfielf at liberty from .the more 
urgent and pressing calls of duty, (such as the fc»h 
tifying of hia land against foreign enemies^ and 
the oorrecting of some (preat interpal abuses^ he 
engaged in this good work of diffiisiog light and 
Imowledge through all classes of tbe community. 
In like manner tbe Sovereigo of this Kingdom Jbas 
scarcely had time to repair the ravages of wai^ and 
to establish ;his empire^ toe long weakened and 
impowrisbed by a omel uaurpatioa, before he stands 
fonth ns tbe Friend and Father of his peofile^ and 
imore e^qmoiaBy of that.poflion of them who have in 
.evesy age and place been mosttreated with «egle«t 
'find diadain, tb have them edntalad in sertptnral 
knowledge* and in the fear ^ God. It is much to 
be lamented that the Jewish people .have not in 
general hf«n m attentim either to the learning or 
momls ef. their d^ildfen aa^ ns^t be wished : aad 
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hence arose a necessity for some authoritative admo^ 
nition on the subject.* Yet, if I may say it without 
offence, this neglect has not been more reprehen- 
sible in them, than has been the indifference with 
which the Christian world has regarded it. The 
Monarch, (may God recompense it richly into his 
bosom !) has risen up to remedy the supineness both 
of the one and the other, and to call forth the 
united Aergies of all to correct and terminate this 
evil. Yet, whilst he thus consults the best interests 
of bis subjects, with what paternal tenderness has 
he guarded against wounding the feelings of any 
or exciting their religious prejudices ! The scrip- 
tures of the Old Testament are alone to be used in 
the schools that shall be established, even those 
scriptures, which Jews as well as Christians believe 
to have been given by inspiration of God, and to . 
contain truth without any mixture of error. In 
this is marked the policy, no less than the bene- 
volence, of the edict: for it is not by constraint, 
but by conciliation and kindness, that good is to 
be done to any, and more especially to those, who 
have shewn themselves now for so many centuries 
proof against all the efforts of intimidation or force. 
In this kingdom they form no small body, and I 
may add, no unimportant portion of the community. 
It is well known how extensive is their influence in 
the affairs of commerce ; and how by their activity 
they contribute to enrich the state. Hence it is now 
generally seen and felt, that they are en^tled to the 
same respect as aqy other subjects of the realm; 
and whilst, as in the present instance, they see how 
deeply their Monarch feels interested in their welfare^ 
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they cannot but on their part be sensible of the 
privileges they enjoy under his paternal government, 
and testify their gratitude to him by every possible 
expression of loyalty and affection. 

What the ultimate effect of th^se measures will 
be> may be conjectured from the blessed results of 
the edict of Jehosaphat: all will feel themselves 
happy under the Government of such a Prince; 
and he, whilst he is respected abroad, and* beloved 
at home> will have the happiness of seeing his 
labours crowned with prosperity throughout his 
dominions, and with peace in his own soul. 

The manner in which Jehosaphat's edict was 
carried into execution is now in the 

11^ place to be noticed. 

The promptness with which his commands were 
executed deserves the highest praise. All were 
ready to co-operate in this good work as soon as it 
was proposed. '' Princes, and Priests, and Le- 
vites/'* all addressed themselves to it instantly with 
one heart and one soul. None accounted their 
dignity so high, or their functions so sacred, but 
they thought it an honour to be employed in such 
a service, and found a delight in fulfilling the wishes 
of their revered Monarch. AH entered into the 
work with zeal, and prosecuted i^ with diligence; 
and hence a rapid change v^as effected both in the 
temporal and spiritual condition of the whole nation. 
And what may not be effected in this kingdom also, 
if a similar zeal be exercised by *' the Princes and 
Priests/' (the Magistrates and Clergy ,) of the land i 
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With them it must hegin. Those w1k> move m 
a lower statioii otn effect nothing, if they be not 
aid^ and countenanced by the higher orders, 
whose rank in life, or sacredness c^ character, will 
give a tone to the general feeling, and combine the 
energies of the whole kingdom. If it be said, that 
those for wbom the benefit is designed do not feel 
a desire after it, this only shows how »uch they 
need it, and how earnesdy we shonld alL embark in 
a cause proposed by such high authority, and re- 
commended by the soundest dictates of wisdom and 
piety. 

That our oUigaUons to unite in this labour of 
love may the more distinctly appear, I would beg 
leave to suggest the following considerations. 

First, Loyalty to the King demands own con- 
enLvrenct with him in this good toork, BXid a holy 
emulation amongst us to carry into effect his be- 
nevolent designs. What can the greatest or best 
of men effect, (what could Jehosaphat himself have 
done ?) if there be none to act in subserviei^bcy to 
them, and to follow their directions ? As the most 
potent monarch upon earth would in vain proclaim 
war, if there were no soldiers found to enlist under 
his banners and to execute bis commands^ so it will 
be in vain that the design of benefitting the Jewish 
people was ever, conceived in the mind of the King, 
or that his edict respecting them was ever issued, 
if his subjects do not put forth their enei^ies in 
obedience to his call. In truth, a backwardaesa to 
co-operate wUh him in this Uessed work, would 
seem like a reflection cast upon him, as recom- 
mending a measure that was unworthy of attention. 
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I do BOt mean, to io»aafttelfaat rafch tn idea really 
exists in the minds oi any ; for I am perfecdy cob-« 
vinced it does not : but certainly in appearance it it 
open to this constrncticui ; and cTery subject of the 
empire is concerned to act in such a ^ray, as to cat 
off all occasion for a reflection like this. I sayi 
loyalty alone^ even if we had no higher motive^ 
should be sufficient to call forth our exertions in this 
cause. 

But let me next observe, that gratitude U the 
Jewish nation demands it at our hands. How 
great, how manifold are our obligations to them ! * 
Pebold Moses and the prophets^ what instruction 
have they given us in reference to the way of life 
and salvation ! ' Without the moral law^ as revealed 
by Moses, we should never have known to what an 
extent we need a Saviour; nor, if the prophecies 
had not so fully designated the promised Messiah^ 
could we have ever so folly known that Jesus was 
the Christ. Of whom did the Lord Jesus Christ 
himself com^ as pertaining to the flesh, but from 
the loins of David, and of the seed of Abraham ? 
Yet to him are we indebted for all that we either 
have, or hope for, in time or in eternity. And 
who were the Apostles but Jews, who for our sakes 
went forth preaching the word, and counted not 
their lives dear to them, so that they might but lead 
us to the knowliedge of Christ, and make us par* 
takers of his salvation ? From them too we have 
r^eived the Kvely oracles, which are the one source 
of all spiritual kno\Wedge, and the one foundation 
of all our h^es. Does all this call for no recom- 
pence at our hands f Knowing as we do the vairt 
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importance of education^ should vte not endeavour 
to impart it to those from whose ancestors we have 
received such innumerable^ such inestimable be- 
nefits. Yet behold, these are the people whom for 
many, many centuries we have treated with more 
neglect and contempt than any other people upon 
the face of the earth : the savages of the most 
distant climes have received more attention from 
us than they. Surely it is high time that the Chris^ 
tian world awake to a sense of their duty, and begin 
to shew to the Jews somewhat of that love^ which 
their forefathers exercised towards us in our Gentile 
state. We are debtors to them to a vast amount, 
and it is high time that we begin to discharge our 
debt. And how can we discharge it better than by 
enabling them to read and understand those very 
oracles, which they have preserved with such fidelity, 
and which testify so fully of their promised Messiah. 
Further : A lave to the rising generation should 
had us to avail ourselves of the present oppor^ 
tunity to promote their welfare. U ts truly af- 
flictive to see how low and degraded is the Mate of 
multitudes, especially of the Jewish nation, purely 
through the neglect with which they are treated in 
their early youth : and still more grievous is it to 
reflect on their ignorance of those things which 
belong to their everlasting peace. To counteract 
this, we should endeavour to qualify the whole of 
Uieir population for good and useful employments ; 
and through the medium of useful instruction to 
make them holy, and to make them happy. . We 
need never be afraid that there will not be a suf- 
ficient number of poor to fill the lower stations : 
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do what we will^ there will never be wanting 
persons, who through their own fkult or mis- 
fortunes are necessitated to undertake the lowest 
offices of life. And, if they have been previously 
instructed in the scriptures of truth, they will baTC 
a fund of consolation ever open to them in their 
deepest afflictions ; they will learn from the inspired 
volume in whatsoever state they are, therewith to be 
content; and* in the prospect of the eternal worid 
they will find joys with which a stranger inter* 
meddletb not, and which the world can neither give 
nor take away. We feel the force of these con- 
siderations in reference to the poor of our own 
Communion : how 'is it that we feel it not in re* 
ference to our Jevrish brethren ? This is a par* 
tiality unworthy of us; and we should rise as one 
man to wipe off this disgrace from our own cha- 
racter. 

This brings me to the last consideration which 
I propose to mention, namely, that a concern far 
the honour of our holy religion should operate to 
unite us all in executing the Royal Edict. What 
must a Jew think of our religion when he sees how 
little it has wrought for us in the production of love? 
We may tell him of a Messiah who has loved us 
and kid dosirn his life for us: but what credit vvill 
be give us for our principles, when he sees how 
little our practice corresponds with them ! May be 
not well say to us, ^^ Physician, h^ thyself?'' 
Shew by your conduct the superiority «of your 
principles before you call on me to embrace them. 
It is by love that we must win them : it is by 
shewing kindness to them that we must efface from 
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their hearts those prgudiees, which with too much 
reason they entertain against ns. We must exhibit 
in our own person the lo?eliness of Christianity^ 
before we can bring them to intrestigate the grounds 
of our faith, or to imagine that they can improve 
their own condition by embracing it May I not 
then call upon you as Christians to unite in the good 
w6rk that is now before you, that you may thereby 
ftenre and glwify your Lord and Saviour? As 
Christians, you beHeve that there is no other way to 
the Father but by Christ ; * and no other name but 
his, whereby any human being can be saved.f 
Where is your piety, where is your love to Christy 
where is even common humanity, if you will not 
avail yourselves of the present opportunity to remove 
from before your Jewish brethren the stumbling* 
blocks, which for so many ages have been laid in 
their way ? 

Do any ask, what shall we dQ ? I answer, search 
out amongst the Jews some persons of probity and 
talent to commence schods among them ; and do 
you yourselves aid to the utmost of your power in 
the support of them ; provide them with all neces^ 
sary books for instructing children in the first rn* 
dhnents of knowledge, * provide them with Bibles 
abo, both in the Dutch and Hebrew, languagesi 
that they may be thoroughly instructed in the know* 
ledge of their owq religion, and learn to walk in the 
steps of. their father Abraham^ and of all the holy 
prophetflL 
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Begin too^ irithout loss of time, ndult sthooU. 
You wiH find many among the hoilse of Israel Who 
win be glad to avail themselves of yonr instructions. 
Let those who are benevolent amongst yom dedicate 
an hour in a day to the instructing of a few who 
may be desirous to learn ; and carefully avoid every 
thing which may give unnecessary offence. Confine 
yourselves to the Old Testament, which they ve- 
nerate, as well as you. Let those who can teach 
only in the Dutch language give instruction in that : 
and let those who either understand, or have leisure 
to attain, the Hebrew tongue^ draw their attention 
to that. In particular let it be the united endeavour 
of all to qualify Masters for this good work. And 
let it not be thought that this is the duty of men 
only. The Royal, Edict has particularly, and with 
great wisdom, recommended it to females, who may 
be of infinite service in conveying instruction to 
their own sex. This age is distinguished above all 
others for the activity of females in the service of 
God, and in the performance of every good work. 
Were I able to declare the proportion of good that 
is done in Britain by the female sex, it would appear 
incredible: I believe from my soul that it far exceeds 
one half in all the iK>cieties raised since the com- 
mencement of the present century, in the Bible 
Society, the Missionary Societies, and the Society 
for promoting the knowledge of Christianity amongst 
the Jews : yes, let the ladies of this country exert 
themselves in a prudent, modest, and discreet way, 
and the effects will soon appear ; the Royal Edict 
will not be a dead letter, but will produce incal- 
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colable good to the whole nation; and the agents 
in this benevolent work will theoiselves receive quite 
as much benefit as jthey impart^ their benevdence 
beings in proportion as it is exercised^ its own 
reward. 
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A SERMON, 

JOHN L 49. 

NcUhanael answered and sakh unto bimy Rabbi^ thou urt 
the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel. 

▼Ve are ftilly persuaded^ that vrhea Nathanael ad- 
dressed these words to Jesus of Nazareth, he spoke 
the truth. And if I understand aright the object 
of your Society, it is to bring the Israehtes of our 
own times, to be like-minded with Nathanael ; to be 
convinced that Jesus the son of Mary, is indeed the 
Son of God, the King of Israel. This object you 
hold to be of the utmost importance ; not only as it 
involves the personal salvation of the individual Is- 
raelites, but also, as it affects the universal Church of 
God; standing as it does, in close connexion with 
that memorable question in the Apostle's argument, 
^' What shall the receiving of Israel be, but life 
from the dead to the Gentiles ?" The importance of 
the conversion of the Jews to Christianity is put in 
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a mo^t striking point of view, in the Sennon which 
was preached before this Society four years ago. 
The certainty also, in general, of the time of that 
great event being not far distant, is ably stated; 
while the inevitable uncertainty of the particular 
year is frankly admitted|, That uncertainty, how- 
ever, is limited within a determinable space, and 
reckoning from the latest possible period of the com- 
mencement of the 1260 years, the time cannot now 
be very far distant. These points (the importance 
and the nearness of the conversion of the Jews,) 
Mr. Faber has established, with a weight of scrip- 
tural reference, and historical information, which, 
however they may fail to carry conviction to some 
minds, cannot easily be refuted by evidence drawn 
from the siame authentic sources; and no evidence 
from any other source can be admitted as valid in 
this case. In proportion then, to the well-estab- 
lished importance - of ^he event, our duty to use 
means for its accomplishment becomes urgent; and 
in proportion to the fairly demonstrated nearness of 
the event, our encouragement in the use of those 
means becomes animating. 

Thus urged and encouraged to proceed on be- 
half of Israel, you have been employing Schools, 
Hebrew New Testaments, Tracts in dififerent^ dia- 
lects, and Preachers of the everlasting Gospel. To 
keep this machinery in motion, you have bfeen soli- 
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(citing, and obtaining the pecuniary assistance of your 
fellow countrjmen; and. finally^ to give efficiency to 
the work thus carried on;, you have bowed your 
knees before the > Lord . God of Abraham^ and be- 
sought your friends to do the same ; imploring Hun 
to stretch out his hand once more on Israel's side; 
to rend the veil^ behind which they still sit in dark- 
ness and the shadow of death ; to shew them that 
we have indeed found Him of whom Moses in the 
law, and of whom the Prophets did write; and so to 
give them faith in Him whom their fathers crucified, 
that looking unto Jesus, they may exclaim in the 
fulness of unfeigned conviction, ^ Rabbi! thou art 
*he Son of God; thou art the King of Israel!" 

Your effi)rts have not been in vain. Many of the 
lost sheep have been restored to the true Shepherd 
and Bishop of their souls ; and, although success 
should never be the measure of our duty, yet as we 
are so constituted, as to be invariably, quickened in 
the performance of our duty by a consciousness of 
success, all who feel a lively interest in this cause 
have reason for abundant thankfulness to Him wha 
dwelleth between the Cherubims, because that he 
hath shone forth upon some of the waste places, he 
hath caused some flowers to blossom in the wilder- 
ness, he hath presented us with the first-ripe grapes* 
of the vineyard of Israel, an aniniating earnest of the 
approaching ^onous\dntage. 
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This then is the present state of the case^ and in 
conformity with established custom^ you have now 
again inidted a Minister of the Gospel to address 
you^ and your assembled friends^ upon this truly in* 
teresting subject. 

Concerning your Schools^ Translations, and 
Tracts, it is not my intention to hazard any advice, 
or even offer any opinion. How far the import- 
ant offices of Teacher, Scribe^ and Missionary can 
be efficiently superintended by one and the same 
Institution ; whether the combination has in your 
case been attended with any inconvenience; or if 
so, whether a remedy for such inconvenience be not 
within your reach, are questions into which I do not 
feel qualified to enter. Perhaps the combination, 
instead of being inconvenient, is advantageous, and 
perhaps you have not yet availed yourselves of all 
the advantages it holds out These things are cer- 
tainly deserving of the serious attention of those 
among you who are versed in such matters, and 
ought to form the topic of some of your collective 
deliberations. 

But the branch of your labours, concerning which 
I feel called upon freely to discourse before you, and 
concerning which I have with some diligence con- 
sulted and collated the oracles of God, is the preach- 
ing of Messiah to the Jews. I prefer this expression 
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to the more general one of preaching the Gospel^ 
because it marks more distinctly that particular 
mode of preaching the Gospel^ which is in my 
judgment peculiarly suited^ and not only so^ but 
which alone^ I thinks can be ultimately successful^ in 
bringing the Jews to adopt the language of Natha- 
nael in our text. I know^ indeed^ that conversion in 
every instance^ whether of Jew or Gentile, is the 
immediate work of the special grace, the distin- 
guishing favour oi God, quickening into spiritual 
life, those whom he hath chosen in Christ, and pre- 
destinated to the adoption of sons; and I am not 
fond of ascribing much in this matter to human sa- 
gacity, or man^ement in preaching the GospeL 
But while we concede, or rather, while we glory in; 
this prerogative of Jehovah, tvho does and will oc- 
cupy the throne, though man be never so rebellious, 
who does and will dispense his favours absolutely, 
let man be never so dissatisfied by the seeming in- 
justice; we would at the same time not forget that 
his blessing is promised upon the use of right means, 
and that his word informs us what those right means 
are. While, therefore, we wish to feel, and cherish 
the feeling, that the most appropriate means without 
his blessing must for ever prove unavailing; we 
wish also to recollect, and to be influenced by the 
recollection, that we have no warrant to expect his 
blessing upon any but his own appointed means, nor 
upon those, unless used in all their revealed fulness. 
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without any wilful mutilation. I do not intend ta 
deny that an honest, though exceedingly defective 
statement of divine truth, may be overruled to the 
conversion of sinners, whether Jew or Gentile ; (if 
it were not so, who could be converted ?) but still I 
would contend, that no man, or body of men, can 
scripturally expect the divine blessing, upon perse- 
verance in a system wilfully defective. It is every 
ambassador's bounden duty to declare, not merely so 
much of the message entrusted to him as he thinks 
likely to produce a good effect, but the whole of 
what he can gather from his instructions. He may 
err in his interpretation of a part or parts of his 
sovereign's commission, but what he finds, or thinks 
he finds there, he should fearlessly deliver. We are 
ambassadors for Christy saith an Apostle ; and well 
spake the prophet of Moab ; / cannot go beyond 
the word of the Lord my Gody to do less or more ; 
hat what the Lord saithy that will I speak. 

Here, then, is what I wish to sulnnit to the So- 
ciety. The triie mean to be used for the conversion 
of the Jews to Christianity, is the preaching, not 
of the atoning work only, but of the divine person 
also of Messiah ; not only of the sufferings of Christ, 
but also of the glory that shall follow : not only of 
the first coming of the Son of Man in great humi- 
lity, but also of his second coming in glorious Ma-^ 
jesty ; not only of his presiding in judgiaent over 



Digitized by 



Google 



9 

all nations, but also of his restoring the kingdom of 
the nations unto Israel. These are important to- 
pics ; they form leading features in the Gospel, as 
preached by the Prophets, and by the Saviour him- 
self, and no partial declaration of that Gospel can 
reasonably be expected to gain a favourable hearing 
from the Jews. Least of all can we expect them to 
attend with patience to such a declaration, as spends 
its entire strength on that which they despise, and 
wholly omits that which they dehght in. 

If they were possessed with a strong prejudice in 
favour of something, altogether unconnected with 
the Gospel, but in itself not criminal, it would be 
our duty, in reference to that negative something, to 
the Jews to become as Jews, that we might gain the 
Jews. How much more then when their fostered 
prejudice, so far from being criminal or even nega- 
tive, is indeed part, and a most essential part too, of . 
the glorious Gospel of the grace of God ? Shall we 
refuse to mingle their bitter herbs with lawful scrip- 
tural honey out of the stony rock ? Shall we refiise 
to cast the gem of hope into their cup of penitence ? 
Shall we present to Zion a sun shorn of his beams, 
and expect that her languishing fig-tree will again 
put forth its strength ; that her vine, wasted, and 
barked, and clean bare, will again bud, and blossom, 
and yield her fruit? Shall we preach the humi- 
liation, sufferings, and death of Messiah, and refuse 
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to present in their attractive splendor his comings 
glory, and the glory of his people Israel ? No, my 
brethren, let us deal more fairly, as well as more 
kindly by the Jews. Let our speech and our preach- 
ing to them be more in unison with their own well- 
grounded expectations. For, supposing them to* 
believe Moses and the Prophets, what have they 
good reason to expect ? 

There are indeed, we grieve to say, many, very 
many among them, who have openly rejected those 
sacred records ; and there are many niore, who,, 
while they profess to believe them, are manifestly 
ignorant, as well as regardless of their contents. In 
reference to these, your Missionaries should be expert 
in faithful appeals to the natural consciences of men,^ 
in the evidences internal and external of the divine 
mission of Moses, in quick discrimination between 
the form and the power of religion, in plain unfet- 
tered statements of full and free forgiveness of sin 
by vicarious sacrifice, and by nothing else ; and in 
all the other weapons which have been successfully 
wielded at all times against deists and pharisees. 
They should be men who have not been satisfied 
with admitting the authenticity of revelation as a 
mere hereditary acknowledgment, or geographical 
matter of course, but who have personally and 
patiently examined the grounds on which it stands 
attested ; men, who while they are enabled to hope 
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for themselves^ are also instructed to give to others 
a reason for the hope that is in them : and yet, they 
should he men who are characterized more hy an 
affectionate concern for the salvation of sinners, than 
hy any acuteness, however valuable, in Hebrew cri- 
ticism, or any erudition, however imposing, m the 
legends of the Talmuds. 

This part of the subject is well deserving of a 
distinct and detailed consideration ; but I must for- 
bear, and return to what is more peculiarly the cha- 
racteristic of your Society. 

What then have those Jews, who believe the 
ancient Scriptures; reason to expect ? 

To obtain a right answer to this question, we 
must consult the lively Oracles of Him who knoweth 
the end from the beginning, and hath declared the 
things which shall be hereafter. But take heed, 
brethren, how ye hear. There is an evil spirit fast 
pervading our congregations : a spirit of listless 
inattention to the direct language of Jehovah, (as to 
that which has been often heard and read,) accom- 
panied by an evidently excited interest in the com- 
ments of a mortal man. Take heed, therefore, I 
repeat. There is more of curiosity than devotion ; 
more of reasoning pride than of humble piety, in 
that spirit which hangs in breathless silence upon 
the words which man's wisdom teacheth, and yawns 
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with ill-dissembled impatience mider the words which 
the Holy Ghost, teacheth. This evil. is the more 
dangerous, because it comes from a quarter whence 
we are deriving much good : it comes from the 
North, where there is indeed much sound theo- 
logical argumentation, but. where quotations from 
the Bible are almost wholly discarded from the 
pulpit. It is a great evil. It is frill of mischief in 
every case; but in reference to the subject now 
before us, it is fatal ; for the very life-blood of the 
Jewish cause flows in a close attention to the details 
of what the Prophets have spoken. 

What then have the Jews reason to expect ? 

1. Let Balaam the son of Beor answer ; l^t him 
answer who heard the words of God, and knew the 
knowledge of the Most High, who saw the vision of 
the Almighty, falling into a trance, but having his 
eyes open : — '^ I shall see him, but not now : I shall 
behold him, but not nigh : .there shall come a Star 
out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, 
and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all 
the children of Sheth. And Edom shall- be a pos- 
session ; Seir also shall be a possession for his ene- 
mies ; and Israel shall do valiantly. Out of Jacob 
shall come He that shall have dominion, and shall 
destroy him that remaineth of the city."* 

* Numb. xxiv. 17, 18, 19. 
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There is here a prophecy of an individual who 
should come out of Jacob as a star, who should rise 
out of Israel as a king, who should smite his ene- 
mies, £md take their lands and cities to be a posses- 
^«ion, and under whom Israel should do valiantly. 

The Jews believe that the individual here foretold 
is Mespiah. One of their Targuras contains the 
passage thus : — ''4 shall see him, but not now ; I 
shall behold him, but he is not near. When a king 
shall arise from the house of Jacob, and the Messiah 
be anointed from the; house of Israel, he shall slay 
the princes of Moab, and rule over all the children 
of men.** — Now, undoubtedly, this opens a most 
animating expectation for Israel. But it has been 
asserted, that the conquests of the Israelites under 
D^d formed the subject of this prophecy, and that, 
consequently, any further expectation of triumph to 
Israel grounded upon .it, must be delusive. It is 
not to be denied, that the history of David seems to 
supply a remarkable fulfilment of a part of this pre- 
diction; for he arose as a star in Israel, and wielded 
her sceptre gloriously ; and we read that he smote 
Moab, and the Moabites became David's servants. 
And he put garrisons in Edom, throughout all Edom, 
and all they of Edom became David's servants.* 
But still we must deny, tibat the whole passage can 

♦ 2 Sam. viii. 2, 14. 
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be fairly applied to that history: for what then 
could be the meaning of Balaam's^ staying, '^ I shall 
see him^ but not now : I shall behold him^ but not 
nigh?" It is an unworthy, and I conceive, highly 
unscriptural supposition, that Balaam intended to 
say merely that his disembodied spirit should witness 
the exploits and final triumph of king David* But 
if we apply the prediction to the Messiah, it is full 
of important meaning, and is strikingly illustrated 
by JoVs memorable confession of faith, '^ I know 
that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earth ; and though after my 
skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall 
I see God ; whom I shall see for myself, and mine 
eyes shall behold, and not another." Balaam adds 
indeed, " but not nigh," — I shall behold him, hut 
not nigh; and this fearful declaration, which the 
prophet of Moab was constrained to utter, is ex- 
plained to us by St. Peter, who assigns to Balaam 
the mist of darkness for ever.* Further, at a period 
long subsequent to the victories and dominion of 
David, another prophet, anticipating by the Holy 
Ghost the second glorious coming of the Messiah, 
speaks of him under this same figure of conqueror 
of Edom. '^ Who is this that cometh from Edom, 
with dyed garments from Bozrah ?" The answer is 
unequivocal. *^ I that speak in righteousness, mighty 
to save."f 

♦ « Pet ii. 12—17. f ^^ l»ii. 1—3. 
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Thus, then, we have better authority than a Jew- 
ish Targum, for applying this prophecy of Balaam 
to Messiah : but no such events as those here foretold 
have ever yet taken place under Messiah. On the 
contrary, Israel is without a king ; her enemies tri- 
umph over her on every side ; and instead of doing 
valiantly, she is enslaved and oppressed to the utter, 
most. 

The prophecy, however, shall be fulfilled, though 
it tarry; and, unquestionably, it is calculated to 
excite in Israel the most exulting anticipations. 
Conquest, triumph, and enlarged dominions await 
her when her King cometh. The revolutions of 
states are great matters, and occupy the attention of 
the greatest men. Here will be the greatest of 
revolutions! A people who are as beggars upon 
a dunghill, shall be lifted up, and made princes in 
all lands ; and they who are despised and trodden 
under foot of servants, shall have rule over the kings 
of the earth. Then, woe to those Gentile conquerors 
and statesmen who have oppressed Israel : they shall 
be fed with jtheir own flesh, and they shall be 
drunken with their own blood : the cup of trembling, 
even the cup of the fiiry of the Lord, shall be taken 
out of Israel's hand, and shall be put into the hands 
of them that afflict Israel, and they shall drink it to 
the dregs.^ But blessed shall they be among the 

* Isaiah xlix. 26, li. 1^2, 23. ^ . 
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nations^ who have had pleasure in the prosperity of 
Zion, who have prayed for the peace of Jerusalem^ 
and loved and longed for the appearing of her King. 
"Surely there is no enchantment against Jacoh, 
neither is there any divination against Israel. Happy 
art thou, O Isriael : who is like unto thee, O people; 
saved by the Lord, the shield of thy help, and who 
is the sword of thy excellency ! thine enemies shall 
be found liars unto thee ; and thou shalt tread upon 
their high places. Blessed is he that blesseth thee, 
and cursed is he that curseth thee.^* 

What then have the Jews reason to expect ? 

2. Let David the son of Jesse answer: let him 
answer who spoke of the things which he made 
touching the King, whose tongue was the pen of 
a ready writer. " Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, 
O most Mighty, with thy glory and thy majesty. 
And in thy majesty ride prosperously, because of 
truth and meekness, and righteousness ; and thy 
right hand shall teach thee terrible things. Thine 
arrows are sharp in the heart of the King's enemies ; 
whereby the people fall under thee. Thy throne, 
O God, is for ever and ever : the sceptre of thy 
kingdom is a right sceptre. Thou lovest righteous- 
ness, and hatest wickedness; therefore God, thy 
God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness 

* Numb, xxiii. 23, xxiv. 9, and Deut. xxxiii. t9^ , 
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above thy fellows. All thy garments smell of myrrh, 
and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, where- 
by they have made thee glad. King's daughters 
were among thy honourable women : upon thy right 
hand did stand the queen in gold of Ophir. Hearken, 
O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear : 
forget also thine own people, and thy father's house ; 
so shall the King greatly desire thy beauty ; lor he 
thy Lord, and worship thou him. And the daughter 
of Tyre shall be there with a gift ; even the rich 
among the people shtdl entreat thy favour. The 
King's daughter is ail glorious within ; her clothing 
is of wrought gold. She shall be brought unto the 
King in raiment of needle-work: the virgins her 
companions that follow her, shall be brought unto 
thee. With gladness and rejoicing shtdl they be 
brought: they shall enter into the King's palace. 
Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom 
thou mayest make princes in all the earth."* 

Here Messiah is spoken of as a Royal Conqueror, 
and also as the Husband and Father of his church. 
And the singular honour and beauty of his Queen 
and daughters, are celebrated in imagery taken from 
the splendour of an eastern court. By the Queen 
in this Psalm, Bishop Horsley understands the 
Jewish Church, exalted into pre-eminence above all 

♦ Psalm xlv. 
B 
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the happy daughters gathered from the (rentiles^ 
What commercial nation in the last days may fae 
meant by the daughter of Tyre, or how near to our 
own home the right interpretation may lie, I will not 
vmtore to conjecture^ Certain it hi, that a naiion 
accustomed to &end ambassadors by sea, is described 
by a prophet as sending messengers to a people seath 
tered and peeled, and bringing and presenting that 
people as a gift to the Lord of Hosts, to the place 
of the name of the Lord of Hosts, the Mount Zion.^ 
Certain it is, that we, of this nation, are accustomed 
to send messengers by sea : certain it is also, that 
iM>w within the last few years, we have sent amba»* 
sadors for Christ to the Jews, a people scattered and 
peeled, and have invited them to return to their 
King ; but whether the distinguished hcMiour of pre* 
senting them to the Lord of Hosts> on Mount Zicn, 
id reserved for us or not, I dare not say* But tet 
whatever maritime n^Uiion this honour may be re»- 
served, the expectation of the Jews in the interim 
renudns the same. 

What have the Jews reason to expeet wh^ Mei- 
a&sh id^ eome 7 Let David answer agtin : '' He 
shall judge the poor of the people : he ah«U save the 
children of the needy, and ehall break i^ pieces the 
oppresaor* Th^ shall fear thee as long a$ the smi 

* Isaiah xviii. passiiQ^ * S^ Bie^op Horsley, in loco. 
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and moon endure^ throughout all generationa. He 
shall oome dpwn Mke rain upon the mown g^ass : bm 
ehowers that water the earth. In hia daya ahall tK# 
righteous flourish ; and abundanoe of peace so long 
as the moon endureth. He shall have dominion also 
from sea to sea^ and from the riYer unto the eskis of 
the eapth. They that dwell in the wildevnesa shall 
bow before him ; and |iis enemies sjiall Uok the dust. 
The kings of Tarshish and of the islet shall bring 
presents. The kings of Sheba and Seb^ d^all offer 
gifts. Yea, all kings shall &11 down before him ; all 
Qatiepfis shall serve hfpi. Fov he shall deliver the 
needy when he crieth ; the popr also, and bin) that 
hath no helper, He shall spare the poor and i^edj, 
and shall save the souls of the needy. He shdl 
redeem their soul from deceit and viol^iee; ai^d 
preoious shall their bloo4 be in his sight. And he 
shall live, and to \dm shall be given of the gold of 
Sheba : prayer also shall be n^^e for him continually ; 
4ind daily shall he be praised. Hi^ ni^m^ shall pnduse 
for ever i his name shall be eontinui^d as long as the 
sun ; and men shall be blesse^ in him : all nations 
shall call him blessed/'^ Here ag^n royal dignity, 
imd universal dominion, ^re asofdbed to Messiah. 

What then have th^ Jews reaspn to expeot ? 
f Psalm Iktoi. 



Digitized 



by Google 



20 

3. Let Isaiah answer. Let him answer whose 
soiil seems to be on fire with the anticipated glories 
of the latter days. To exhaust his oracle, indeed, 
would be to fill a volume, not to preach a sermon. 
But, behold a specimen of the treasures here laid up 
for Israel ! " Who are these that fly as a cloud, and 
as the doves to their windows ? Surely the isles 
shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish first, to 
bring thy sons from far, their silver and their gold 
with them, unto the name of the Lord thy God, and 
to the Holy One of Israel ; because he hath glorified 
thee. And the sons of strangers shall build up thy 
walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee ; for 
in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour have I 
had mercy on thee ; therefore thy gates shall be 
open continually ; they shall not be shut day nor 
night ; that men may bring unto thee the forces of 
the Gentiles, and that their kings may be brought. 
For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee 
shall perish ; yea, those nations shall be utterly 
wasted. The glory of Lebanon shall come unto 
thee, the fir-tree, the pine-tree, and the box together, 
to beautify the place of my sanctuary ; and I will 
make the place of my feet glorious. Th^ sons also 
of them that afflicted thee* shall come bending unto 
thee ; and all they that despised thee shall bow 
themselves down at the soles of thy feet, and they 
shall call thee, TKe City of the Lord, The Zion of 
the Holy One of Israel. Whereas thou hast been 
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forsaken and hated^ so that no man went through 
thee ; I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy 
of many generations. Thou shalt also suck the 
milk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck the breasts of 
kings ; and thou shalt know that I the Lord am thy 
Saviour, and thy Redeemer, the Mighty One of 
Jacob."* 

Is it possible for language to declare more dis- 
tinctly the restoration of the children of Zion to 
their own land, and the dominion over the Gentiles, 
which shall be given to them under their great King, 
their Saviour, the Holy One of Israel. 

What then have the Jews reason to expect ? 

Time would fail me to tell of Jeremiah, and of 
Ezekiel, and of Daniel, and of Hosea ; of Joel also, 
and Zechariah, and all the Prophets who have tes- 
tified of these things — ^who have pierced the thick 
clouds which hang over Israel, and discovered in the 
distance a Star of Hope, so bright, so brilhant ; 
that we should not be surprised, if those, who are 
privileged to behold and appropriate . the glorious 
vision, were to turn away with disgust from every 
intermediate object which would veil it from their 
view. 

* Isaiah Ix. 
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It i% tiHe indeed^ th^t those toilie Prqpheti; ds^ 
scribe tkat Star as lectvii^ ikid Wfif^Hiums of his 
gloty^ and dVirellihg for a Reason «i ^est obscurity. 
It ill tnrt^ 4Jlkat Moil&s delineates in ty^s a^ sha^ 
deWs^ the details and the efficacy Df thai earthly 
tojouitr. This is thte only rdstiilg-place for eccept^ 
ance with God, to both Jews and Gentiles. Thife 
must never be forgotten ; and if I do not now dwell 
ve^n this, bb vifen the tither bralnoh of out gi^at 
0ikl]jeirt, it is ntrt {I 'desif e to be distiufctly urtden^bood^ 
it is not) . because I undervalii^ it, x)r thiiil^ thai it 
should be wi<5ih6M in preachiilg to the 'Ji6wfe> f^et^ 
crucified is the foufidation 6f all *c buti, because thei^e 
is not time to discuss the whole subject ; and I have 
choseA liftrt feranch tjf it which is usuaUy neglected. 
It is true the Jews ought to have attended to the 
Wh^te siAfect. It is tlmfe, ^at if ^they had sMettied 
iS6 h, istnd traced with im{>afrtidli<iy the rsti^ps of J^^sus, 
-^y wmiM iia^ disc'dver^ tine^voeal tdsdi&ohies 
»f Ms pbwtet, km giery, hit -Gedhead. Jt Was ih ilie 
$aH ^oimaAcm whfedi flissiied ii|Mm Natihanod's tnindy 
ijHtiS^t H¥Ae «f tlikf&e testimoni^, %hat ^ <exekmtoJv 
*'ll@Att, 1*f6U wt the Sen isf God^ thou art tht 
K^g -of fera^'!" Few, fco\*T6vcfr^ perceived Us 
gitiry : wceiMomed for ag^ to anticipate with joy 
ttlil prid^ tt^fe ful 'disdc iof b toeiMaajR «ua^ they 
naturally turned in disappointment from so deep 'and 
lasting an eclipse. Some doubted, and asked him, 
if he would at that tiwie k-istore the kingdom to 
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I^fod. Had he done ^tliat, diey would at once have 
reoc^nised iiiiii «s M«iri^; he would ha^e worn 
the features which they were accustomed fondly to 
anticipate : but he checked their impatience^ he re- 
fiifiied to gratify tbeir curiosity ; yet^ ^ren thon^ while 
ke concealed die time, he confirmed tiieir expedr 
ations m to the ^t, that the kingdom should^ in the 
Father's i^pointed time, be restored to IsraeL 

Thifis^ then, we me what great things the Jiewj 
have reaeon to •expect^ a King amd a kingdom. I 
foriDear to attempt any description in detail of the 
manner in which this great King will manifest him- 
self to his subjects^ or of the natvue, exteat^ and 
duration of the kingdom which he will estab&h 
upon earth. Many passages of Scripture which 
demand a literal interpretation^ hare been spirit- 
«ialized iato nothing. And yet many passages mu3t 
in all fairness be adcsiowledged to be cmly figurative^ 
^fwa by ^e warmfist advocates of the literal inter- 
pi^tation. Where to draw the tine^ and how to 
determine what h literal, and what is not^ reqiiiires 
undoubtedly a deliberate investigation. And al- 
though, perhaps> infallible precision upon this point 
may »ot be obtained until the time is nearer at 
iMind, yet ^enoug^ may be obtained abundantly to 
recompense such investigation. This much in ge- 
neral is very clear : the children of Israel shall have 
dominion over the nations ; kings and potentates of 
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the Gentiles shall bow submissive to their authority; 
and the everlasting Son of the Most High God shaU 
be their King. 

These are among the great things which the Jews 
expect. And if it be asked, what reason have we 
to beUeve that their expectations are well founded ? 
the answer is, first, all that has been adduced from 
the Old Testament in proof of their expectations 
being scriptural, may with equal justice be apphed 
to convince us, that such expectations are folly 
warranted, since we profess the same allegiance to 
Moses and the Prophets: and secondly, we have 
additional. reasons, such as they have not, reasons 
suppUed by the New Testament. 

When the angel Gabriel was sent from God to 
the Virgin of Nazareth, of GaUlee, to announce the 
birth of her son Jesus ; his commission did not end 
there, but we find him adding these remarkable 
words : ^^ He shall be great, and shall be called the 
Son of the Highest , and the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father David,''* 

When the high-priest of the Jews asked Jesus, 
Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? Jesus 
said, I am: but his reply did not end there; he 

♦ Luke i. 32. 
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added^ Ye shall see the Son qf man sitting on the 
right hand of power ^ and coming in the clouds qf 
heaven.* 

Other similar expressions^ in reference both to his 
personal coming, and his reigning over Israel, might 
be added. But enough has been said to establish 
the point before us. And we must therefore repeat, 
that as the Jews have good reason to expect their 
Messiah in power, and dominion, and royal splendor; 
we have no reason to expect, that they will receive 
Jesus as the Messiah, if he be presented to them 
merely in his humiliation. 

This leads us finally, and it must be briefly, to 
consider the good effects which may be anticipated, 
from setting these things fairly before the Jews. 
Only I would premise, that we do by no means rest 
the propriety, or rather the duty of adopting this 
course, upon our success in demonstrating a reason- 
able probability of the good effects which it will 
produce. If these things be contained in the Scrip- 
tures, then we are bound to set them before the 
Jews, even though we were unable to perceive the 
process through which any beneficial result would 
follow; yea, even though we apprehended an evil 
result. The Eternal Spirit, who dictated these 

♦ Mark xiv. 62. 
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tirings to the P^hftts, is a better judge than we 
can possiMy be, mA this Bliouid satisfy m, in fuUy 
following the Scriptures : but undoubtedly whett> in 
addition to this, we can reasonably perceive the 
mbM tpt^teai^y »nd anticipate the useM remilt, «atis- 
fftcslioii is made moie ^titisfectory* 

Tte ppeaetring <rf these tilings to the Jews, tfeen, 
itnfl, in tile fitst 'pfaioe, ^^nce <ftie chief objections 
whidi they imow urig& ^mmt yonr Missionaries. 
They say to ^ettn> ** That J^us whom you preach, 
has ticrt ftiifeUed the |)rophecie&.*' This is tome ; *Mr 
they preach only his humiliation, <fr at !3ie farthest 
his resurrection from the dead. It is obvious, with- 
wit finy leng^etted ex^natio)!, that t^e course 
I hare baen ireaomme^ing w^^nld eSectuaMy vneet 
this, atid imn^ tlie oibjectkm €igainst the objector. 
Secaiii%, &e prettdmig eff these things te the !kw^ 
Ki^oiiM «ww»aiarte liheir lavowaWe regat»ds %(WfcraiHlB 
^Ast New Tef^ta«i«ft. Seeing <fcat the #8ci^les <^ 
i£he New Te6ta«ft@tft we?re willing to acfcnowle%e, 
-and ^ven joyfeliy *d >Bittintaitt> the coming glories «f 
the boose of Iswael, their hostifity towards the book, 
ma wfaioh ^wch vie«ws were gronnded, wouM naturaJly 
abate. They mm x^vrndet it as an enemy, trenching 
«q[M)n thew- ^pttvitegBS ; but they wouM then learn to 
wteem it w a tmiad, ^s^nferring indeed upon e^t9ia:is 
for a season, that inheritance, which they had con- 
sidered their own exdusively, but at the same time, 
establishing upon them the final entail. Cooale 
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l(, iheti, Jim rMi to gam « fair )iealing for the 
New Testfftfient; if ytm wish to pfeYtail upcm tte 
^ws to acknowledge Joeus Christ as the S<m of 
Grod, the King of Israel^ convincing iktetn, that in 
Him aU ihe prophecies have feundi, or will find their 
^om^)^ Ailiilhient : |M:eadi to ihem^ and write io 
them, of his death indeed^ bmsA the one only r efi^ 
fblr jguilt^ sinners^ proTtded in his tatoning bloody 
but 4o nM Mop ih^m ; preach and write al^o of hifi 
personal giolry^ at his second ooming to restore ^mto 
dkem the iingdom^ and of their glory under Hink 
<jo forward boldly in this jgood work, ye stmidard- 
beareri^ for Zten, and in dnfe time ye «haU reap if ye 
laint 'not. Your catee &s the eaivise of the Holy One 
of Isrliel. He will go before you, and he wiil be 
your rtk^wfllrd^ In Him is your strength for any 
real swccesB, With Him tt is ^a ^staaU matter to 
<ionq1ier by many ^or by few ; and to this day he 
^freq^eatly deals inik men, 'as he xM of old wil^ 
Oideon, sending aWoy the 4lbir<y a»d (m^ ^tdKHisand 
«nd Beten hundred men to whom victory se^Bed 
^obabl^, aiMi dii^pendng <^ Midiaaites by the three 
ihlndred, to whom d^at sbemled inevitaible. He 
uses means indeed, but more depends; upciH ihek 
nature, than their magnitude. The walls of Jeru- 
isalem will be better byAk, (tho^h porbaps sedmiftgly 
ij^feiwer^) Iqt « few woi^i^miein, who ^are Israelites 
indeed ; than % ^ai^y ungodly, however apparently 
promising co-operation of Sanballat, and the mul- 
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titudes of the Samaritans. Let the mind be in you^ 
therefore, which was in Nehemiah. One humble 
praying soul, is of more avail in your work, than ten 
thousand liberal contributors of a vain spirit^ for 
such a soul alone has access to the hand which sways 
the sceptre of the universe, and bends into obedient 
love, the hard hearts of rebellious men. We do not 
undervalue contributions, for we repeat, God works 
by means ; but we sound a caution, which is pecu- 
liarly needful, at a time, when our Religious Insti- 
tutions seem to be confounding their success with 
the amount of their funds, (as if there were any 
necessary connection between the two,) and when 
their loudest notes of triumphant congratulation, are 
those, which announce the acjquisition of some human 
patronage. Seek indeed, my firfends, by all lawfiil 
means, to enlarge the sphere of your exertions ; but, 
as you value truly, the souls of the scattered chil- 
dren of Abraham, permit me to charge you^ to keep 
instinctively in remembrance ; that the giant foe of 
Israel was overcome, not by the noble captains, or 
the numerous host of Saul, but by the sling and 
stone, of the shepherd son of Jesse, who trusted in 
the living God. 

So far, I have spoken freely, to the Managers of 
this truly interesting Society : and now, what shall 
I say more to this assembled congregation ? 
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Men and brethren^ and whosoever among you 
feareth God^ hearken ! The Jews had their seasoix 
of trial; the long-suffering of God waited to be 
gracious to them ; he had no pleasure in their death, 
but sent his servants the Prophets, again and again, 
to warn them, and call them to repentance. They 
hardened their necks, resisted every expostulation, 
disregarded every remonstrance, despised every pro- 
mise, and at last, to fill up the measure of their 
iniquity, they rejected the Son of God, their King. 
They were cast ofl^ with a tremendous overthrow, 
except the remnant according to the election of 
grace; for God did not cast away his people ^^hich 
He foreknew; (Rom. xi. 1, 2.) and the Gospel was 
given to the Gentiles. Our season of trial followed. 
It is now fast hastening to its close. God still bears 
with us in much long-suffering. He willeth not our 
death, but rather that we should be converted and 
live. But take heed to yourselves, dear brethren, 
earnest heed ; there is but one Name under heaven 
given among men, by whom any of you can live 
unto God, even the Name of Jesus Christ. Repent 
therefore, and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
the saving of your souls, or else ye shall surely 
perish : for it is plainly written, concerning every 
one of you, that " he who believeth shall be saved, 
and he who believeth not, shall be damned." 

The Jews fell by unbelief, and you stand by faith : 
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be not hig^-miiided> birt fear. Put forth your hands^ 
and help tiiit hallowed cause. To you we repeat 
onca mojrQ> Jeho/rah works by me^ana^ and we solicit 
you to hfilp us by a fresh supply of those mean^. 
I know that many such calk are now pressed upon 
you, and I feel deeply the kte myaterioua Providence, 
by which many hands, accustomed to be stretched 
forth lib^aUy in thi^ and kindred causes, hare been 
emptied of every comfort, and $ome of even, the 
necessaries of life. But let this opearate a& a 9alutary 
warning' upon those who still remain in prosperity. 
Let it ke^ them in ocmtinual remembrance, of whose 
is the silver, and whose the gold ; whose also the 
rain and firuitfol season^, and whosie the presiding 
hand which holds the state still solvent. Let all^ 
from whatever source their substance is derived, 
hcmour the Lord God of the whole earth with the 
fon^-tfruits of their increase. Bring, saith the L&td 
of Hosts, bring pour t^erings into the storehouse, 
that there map be meat in mp house, and praise me 
maw herewith, if J will not open pou th^ windows of 
heeofen, and pour pou out a blessing, that there shaM 
not be room enough to receive it. 

FinaUyy^^Pray for the peace of Jerusalem : diey 
diaU proi^r who love her. Plead her oapse wkh 
Him who loves her best ; with Him who has proo* 
mised, that with everlasting kindness he will have 
mercy upon her, although in a Uttle wrath he has 
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hid his face from her for a moment. Pray that her 
harps may no longer hang silent upon the willows, 
by the waters of Babylon; but restrung to the 
praises of her heavenly King, may sound in joyful 
concert, Hosannah to the Son of David ! Blessed is 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord ! Hosannah 
in the Highest ! 



Winted by A. Macintosh, SO* Grtat NeW'itreet, London. 
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SERMON. 



2 CORINTHIANS III. 12—18. 

Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of 

speech. 
And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the 

children of Israel could not steadfastly look to the end of that 

which is abolished. 
But their minds were blinded ; for until this day remaineth the 

same vail untaken ^way in tJie reading of the Old Testament : 

which vail is done away in Christ. 
But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their 

heart. 
Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be 

taken away. 
Now the Lord is that Spirit : and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is liberty. 
But we all with open face, beholding as in a glass the glory of 

the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, 

even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 



Thbrk is one pre-eminently great subject which should 
ever form the character of the Christian minister's public 
ministrations, and of his private intercourse in every 
sphere of labour. The Apostle of the Gentiles, himself a 
converted Jew, and deeply anxious for the salvation of 
both Jews and Gentiles, has, in a single brief sentence, 
stated what this subject is. Writing to the Corinthians, 
he says, / determined not to know any thing among you, 
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save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. He, who through 
extensive regions, and under circumstances of great 
personal trial, preaches Christ, may often, like St. Paul, 
have his entrance in among a people with weakness, and 
with fear, and with much trembling; but with such a 
subject of discourse, comprehending a view of all the 
wants of man, and all the abounding mercies of our God 
and Saviour, he may well decline every eflfort to win men 
by mere excellency of speech, mere enticing words of 
man's wisdom. He may safely rest all his statements, all 
his arguments, all his persuasions, upon this basis, the 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power ; that is, upon 
the display of the energy of the Holy Ghost; and he, who 
thus simply preaches Christ, may confidently expect that 
the faith of his spiritual children will be an establbhed 
faith, standing, not in the wisdom of men, but in the 
power of God. 

It has, however, pleased the Author of Revelation to 
give, in the different parts of Scripture, a certain variety 
to the modes of illustrating the great theme of Man's 
Redemption. The whole History of the Jewish People 
has a most especial bearing upon this subject. All their 
Religious Ordinances, their Government, their temper 
and conduct ; their glories and their chastisements ; their 
one great national sin, followed by their long-protracted 
national degradation, and yet hereafter to be eclipsed by 
their future conversion and restoration — all tend to 
display the glories of the Gospel. In conformity with ' 
this amazing train of events, the very idiom of the 
language of the New Testament is constructed. Every 
where we see that Christ is preached. He is set forth 
to us in his Character and Offices, in the experiences of 
his people, in the indignities suflFered by the Church 
Militant, and in the spiritual honours of his Kingdom 
triumphant. With what enlargement of mind the 
Apostle Paul viewed this subject is most evident from the 
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whole of that portion of his writings, from which our text 
is taken. In his first Epistle to the Corinthians, he had 
already represented Christ as the sole foundation ; in this 
second Epistle he further illustrates his doctrine by way 
of comparison and contrast. May we be enabled to bring 
to the study of this passage humble, teachable minds; 
and while we search diligently what that is, which the 
Spirit here testifies, may we be led to discover with clear- 
ness^ that the testimony of Christ is the spirit of all 
preaching, of all prophecy ! 

From our Text we may draw three chief DOCTRINAL 
VIEWS, directly bearing upon the object of the Society 
for which I have to plead, and leading us afterwards to 
important PRACTICAL INFERENCES. We may 
remark here, in reference to the doctrine of our text, 

I. A CONTRAST DRAWN BETWEEN JeWISH DaRKNESS 

AND Christian Light. 

II. The fact stated, that darkness yet remains 
UPON the Jewish Mind. 

III. The Future Removal op that darkness pre- 
dicted. 

I. We remark here a contrast drawn between 
Jewish Darkness and Christian Light. 

The expressive language of our text is drawn from a 
well-known portion of Sacred History. When Moses 
came down from the Mount, where he had a second time 
passed forty days in converse with the God of Israel, his 
countenance shone so brightly that the people were not 
able to endure the sight of it ; he therefore put a vail on 
his face while he talked with them. In the application of 
this fact, by way of simile, to the subject upon which the 
Apostle was treating, the vail in one part of the passage 
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appears to allude to the obscurity of the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion itself; while in another part it evidently refers to a 
darkness resting upon the i^iinds of those to whom that 
dispensation was given. The vail, therefore, may here be 
considered as being that, in general, which occasions an 
obscurity in the intercourse between God and man; 
whether such obscurity arise from the dark nature of the 
revelation which God himself presents, or from a purblind 
state of heart in those who are the recipients of a divine 
revelation. The removing of the vail may express^ either 
the clearing up of a dark revelation by the fuller develop- 
ment of its mysteries, or the clearing of the heart from all 
its dulness and blindness in the perception of divinely 
revealed truth. This mode of interpretation presents, 
then, to our minds four possible cases. For, either there 
may be an obscure revelation falling upon a dark heart— 
(which was the case of those, who when they received the 
Mosaic Law, could not stedfastly look to the end of it :) 
or, secondly, there may be a bright revelation lighting 
upon a dark heart — (which is the case of all those unbe- 
lieving Jews to whom Christ is preached in vain :) or, 
thirdly, there may be an obscure revelation falling upon 
an enlightened heart — (as was the case with Abraham, 
who, with little knowledge, yet rejoiced to see the day of 
Christ; as also, in fact, was the case with all the Old 
Testament Saints from the earliest Patriarchs down to 
Simeon, and Anna the Prophetess :) or, finally, there may 
be a bright revelation shining upon a spiritually-en- 
lightened heart; which is the case of all converted Jews 
and Gentiles, upon whose regenerated hearts the light of 
the glorious Gospel fully shines. 

No man was ever better prepared to speak on this 
ample subject than the Apostle Paul. If we except the 
third of these possible cases, he had had the experience of 
all the remaining three. In his earlier days, previously to 
the death of Christ, he had been darkly educated in a 
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dark dispensation. As he had not attained to a spiritual 
understanding of the Law^ consequently, when the bright 
revelation of the Gospel first broke forth, his dark heart, 
for a season, resisted and repelled it. At length, the 
sovereign grace of God removed the scales, as it were, 
from the eyes of his mind; the light of Christ from 
heaven shone down upon his regenerated heart, and his 
whole body became full of light. 

With a sure step we may follow the guidance of such a 
Master, while we recur to the topics which have been 
already announced in their order. 

The Law, St. Paul declares to be, in its own nature, 
good. The law is holy, and the commandment is holy, 
and just, a7id good. That darkness upon the law, to 
which he in this chapter alludes, consists in the circum- 
stance, that the Law does of itself, (when taken apart 
from the Gospel, which is its proper end,) minister only 
to the conviction of sin, and the condemnation of the 
sinner. The moral part of the Law of Moses is in reality 
to us, no less than it was to the Israelites, a ministration 
of death : — ^while to them, all the positive institutions of 
the Ceremonial Law still further multiplied occasions of 
transgression, and left them, as we also are left by the 
Law, without any possibility of being justified by works. 
Yet these very Ceremonies conveyed significant, although 
obscure, notice of the true method of relief to burdened 
consciences. But in this most important of all points — 
the doctrine of man's acceptance with God through a 
Mediator — how affecting is the contrast between the two 
Dispensations. Not that the Law wais herein contrary to 
the Gospel, but it was dark. It led to Christ, but it was 
not Christ himself. It had a shadow ; not the very sub- 
stance. It was the way ; not the end. Hence it was that 
the conscience of those who attended the legal sacrifices 
could never feel that sin was taken away by these : — 
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something was wanting : — ^and the worshippers who rested 
in these, not looking to the end, even Christ, would fall 
into a habit of going about to establish their own righte- 
ousness, not submitting themselves to the righteousness 
of God. Hence also, the carnal mind of the multitude of 
Jews, conversant with so many costly and imposing 
ceremonies, would scarcely muse of such a doctrine as 
that of the influences of the Spirit. Ye do always resist 
the Holy Ghost, said Stephen to those of his day ; as 
your fathers did, so do ye. But the Gospel, especially as 
the understanding of it was conveyed to the Apostles on 
the Day of Pentecost, reveals most clearly the person, 
office, and operations of the Holy Ghost; and, on this 
account, as well as others, it is pre-eminently styled, the 
Ministration of the Spirit. 

But a more surprising blindness of heart there is, which 
we shall now proceed to consider, while we view this 
people as still in darkness, although the light has shone 
upon them for a far longer time, than the obscurer dis- 
pensation of Moses was permitted to subsist. 

II. We remark from our Text, that darkness yet 

REMAINS UPON THE JeWISU MiND. 

Even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is 
upon their hearts. The vail here spoken of is a vail 
resting upon the mind of the Jews, not upon the Revela- 
tion of God. Christ has not obscurely revealed his 
doctrine. He, beginning at Moses, and all the Prophets, 
expounded in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
Himself. Neither have his Apostles and Ministers 
spoken dark things: seeing we have such hope, says 
St. Paul in the name of all the rest, we use great 
plainness of speech ; and not as Moses, which put a vail 
over his face. Yet, notwithstanding all this perspicuity 
in the doctrines of the Gospel, and this plainness of 
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speech in its Ministers, even until this day^ (even thirty 
years after the commencement of the Gospel, thirty years 
that the Gospel has been proclaimed in the Temple, and 
in so many Sjmagogues of various cities by Peter the 
Apostle of the circumcision, by the others, by myself, by 
ApoUos, and by hundreds of converted Jews,) still the 
same vail remainefh untaken away in the reading of the 
Old Testament, though that vail is done away in Christ. 
And, WE may add, now for sixty times thirty years the 
same vail remains upon the heart of that people. 

We propose to consider the causes of this unspeakably 
awful fact. External circumstances, concurring with the 
natural corruption of the heart, and both these employed 
and worked upon by the god of this world, are the causes 
by which it is to be accounted for. And in every part of 
this investigation we shall find the history of St. Paul's 
experience to be a clear confirmation of our views. 

The most deeply rooted evil of our fallen nature, is. 
Pride before God. It is this which impels the ignorant 
to go about to establish their own righteousness. We 
might suppose that the simple challenge. Did not Moses 
give you the law, and yet none of you keepeth the law f 
would have suflSced to batter down the self-righteousness 
of the Jew ; but the foundations of pride are too deeply 
laid in the human heart. Hence their scorn of all other 
nations, to whom, in fact, their Law was not primarily 
given of old, although proselytes might adopt it ; and to 
whom, since Christ appeared, it was never more intended 
to be offered as a proselyting religion. Hence their pride 
of religious ancestry, and their fond conceits of what the 
name of Abraham, the friend of God, would avail them. 
Hence their ecclesiastical haughtiness, their punctilious 
stickling for the name and the seat of masters, their 
eagerness to receive honour one of another, and to this 
end doing all their works for to be seen of men. Hence 
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their substitution of mere ceremoniousness for pure heart 
worship, as though God would be pleased, as they were, 
with lip service, and hollow courtesies, and tithes of 
paltry herbs, instead of justice, humility and love. Hence 
also their captious indignation, which our Lord has so 
well illustrated by the peevishness of the 8elf*spoiled elder 
child who would not " come in,*'* and which was mani- 
fested by a bitter enmity to the Gospel, ever augmenting, 
in proportion as the Grentile Christians understood the 
mind and will of God better than they. Hence, in brief, 
that fiery, murderous zeal for their own opinions — (so the 
New Testament history records it) — ever prompt to 
watch the moment when either the iniquity of the magis- 
trate,t or the tumultuousness of the rabble,J or the 
cupidity of the bribe-receiver,§ or the diabolical compact 
of the assassin,|| might serve to abet their purpose. 

Surely Pride in Religion is the thickest of all vails 
upon the heart. And by this Satan works. For he, a 
liar in all things, and most so when he would seem to 
speak upon religious truth — he, a murderer at all times, 
and most so when true religion presses hard upon his 
kingdom — he, enemy of God and man, placed himself 
from the beginning fully against the Gospel, as he for- 
merly had done against Man's first estate of Innocence. 
But he was not unseen, or unresisted, or undenounced by 
the great Apostle to the Gentiles. Of him, as having 
power to darken the hearts of men, St. Paul thus speaks : 
1/ then our Gospel be hid, if unbelieving Jews, or 
others reject this alone acceptable righteousness of God, 
fV is hid to them that are lost; in whom the god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them that believe not, 
lest the light of the gloriotis Gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto them. 



♦ Luke XV. 28. f Matf. xxvii. 17—24. % Acts xvii. 5—13. 

§ Matt. XX vi. 15. || Acts xxiii. 12, 13. 
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Among die slaves of this religious pride, St. Paul, in his 
Epistles to Timothy and to the Philippians, acknow- 
ledges himself to have been chief. Untainted Hebrew 
lineage, early initiation into the theology of the Temple, 
strictest discipline, eminent proficiency, foremost party-* 
spirit, blind devotion to the learned, reputable, wily 
Gamaliel, (who, notwithstanding his politic tolerance at 
the commencement of the Gospel, probably did not after- 
wards protest against the letters-patent of persecution 
issued against Damascus ; and who, probably, more than 
any other man, was lord and master of the studies, the 
purposes, and the very conscience of young Saul of 
Tarsus ;) add to all this the pure and blameless morals of 
this young man ! — and what more could be added to 
make the proud formalist, the stiff bigot, the persecutor- 
on -principle ? All this Paul had been; and he often 
remembered it afterwards with anguish of soul ; and he 
has left the memory of it on record, the Holy Ghost so 
willing and directing it, that every Jew, every Gentile, 
might know, that guilt and danger of the very darkest 
character are comprehended in that term, the vail upon 
the heart. 

And if we further notice, that, besides this inward 
working of the heart against the Lord and against his 
Christ, there has been also for these many centuries a 
re-action against the oppression, cruelly inflicted by 
Christian 4md other nations upon the Jews; we may 
well understand how the Malignant Spirit has been per- 
mitted to kindle up all their prejudices into settled re- 
sentment and hatred. 

Nor, once more, must we forget, that this blindness of 
Israel is judicial, the punishment of their many sins, of 
their resistance to the Holy Ghost, and their having 
counted the blood of the covenant an unholy thing. It 
is an awful answer to that imprecation uttered by them 
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^ Hm< nmk'iM (4 our Ivwrd, IMs blood be upon us and 

mmihalm whn it shall turn to the Lord the vail 

9h^(t hp (ahn «w^«.«/. 

HI. 'i'hM AiMitttlp \m^ preUlotn the Removal or the 

Thlii J^*J {W^^, uui by th^ ttuuounceraent of any new 
H^Y^JwUvMU m% by th^ lutUw«^tlow of any ©xtrw>rdiiMury or 
vuivivvJwWvm Hg^4AV7» but by a clt^at and animating expod- 
ViMM v4 tb^ UwUint^ \>i th^ Wiurk of tbe Spirit, as it has 
^^vu uuU^'MtvHHl by aU trw beU«^v^r» rf every age; 
/w &v wi<? AS>4>i* a>v it*# aW Ikitf^Hsied i>^ ime My^ 
wh(;th<!f wi^ ^ Ji^w^ iH^ (i^mHkSy w/k^tker we ie teirf «r 
/rif<; i i^Hit Aoi'^ A<^«M <4^f iNOito' ^ rfn)t* m^ «te *S5pw^. 
^ivHV* thv*H ia tW p^Ofiaise ^poa wbticii tfu» Society 
giiMMHk ijtl it* h<>p^ miX all itii^ tfxertiQe«> ^ promise of 

liy \khatcvt,H' unnuiti (^wb^tlhjr Qr<iinary> or in the 
gr^tt?4kt Uv^iH?^ iju\traorUiimryO it may plea^ God to 
biing ubout Uh?^ agwujpiisvbmetit of his^ ptnrpo&esy con- 
VVAui)!^ tho duttl F*?tj.torHtiou of Judab ami Israel to their 
;u4VAC«t huHl ; w^ hav^ iio r^ftt4«>n 1x> look for any thin^ 
dsjc to tiUect th^r couv^rt^on, than to the Spirit of ^race 
Mi^iig tl>c iUiHUi& of gfHce. Higher we oeed nofi^ 
hi^lK^r iude^ we caunot> look than to the intmiMiiate 
o|K'i:atiou of th^ Holy (ihot^ upoit the he«rt. /FAflM £fe 
is vumt^y He s/mU rtfpryva tha wt*rid of ^in^ of rjgjkteam^ 

\^ tin; i^writ oi Christ is- h^r^ iuBr»eti to be the .\g!mi 
of thU,>\£Oi*is so iS' th*j liatuw of his^ operation detscribed* 
1% v^iU cttttbis^ ia th« twr»in|jt of tht> heaurt oi the Jewish 
p<ople to \.h» Loi'u. l^h^ will itself r© t^rw^ i^ [n t:h» 
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first instance, the gracious work of the Spirit. So it is 
described by the Prophet Jeremiah, There is hope in 
thine end, saith the Lordy that thy children shall come 
again to their own border. I have surely heard 
Ephraim bemoaning himself thus : Thou hast chastised 
me, and I was chastised as a bullock unaccustomed to the 
yoke; turn Thou me, and I shall be turned!* Thus 
moved and brought round to a disposition, the utter 
reverse of that which is at present manifested by the 
Jewish nation, they will turn from sullen suffering to 
godly mourning; from formality, to spirituality; from 
self-dependence and self-justification, to self-abase- 
ment and self-renunciation; from hatred of our Lord 
Christ, to a believing and adoring love of him; from 
sordid earthly views, to heavenly hopes, and tempers, and 
pursuits. 

And is not this a blessed change to contemplate ? It 
is called liberty. Where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty. Without this emancipation, the Jews 
will ever remain in every land — as I have seen them in 
that very land which is to be again their own — the weary, 
yet submissive, drudges of sin. Man, without a motive, 
without the right motive, (and there is no right motive on 
earth, but the love op Christ,) man without this motive 
is such a heartless being, that he lies down in his shame, 
and dares not shake his fetters, lest they should gall him 
the more. He makes no effort to be free. So the Jews, 
with the glorious promises in their hands, and on their 
lips, yet, till Christ gives them his Spirit, receive no 
strength to act upon them. But when the Spirit shall 
make them free, they shall be free indeed — Free to 
breathe, free to bestir and rouse themselves, free to glory 
in the cross of Christ, and to suffer for his sake, free to 
take a noble lead among the nations, in every work of 
usefulness and mercy ! 

• Jeremiah xxxi. 17, 18. 
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The progress and the perfection of this work of the 
Spirit are described by the Apostle as being truly glorious. 
Gazing, as in a mirror, upon the unveiled face of Christ, 
the soul beholds the harmonizing glory of all the divine 
perfections, and becomes itself partaker of the very same 
image, which it there gazes upon with rapture. The 
believer, thus changed, has not only the inward, seal of 
the Spirit, bearing witness with his spirit, that he is one 
of the sons of God ; but he shines forth also to all around 
him with beams, as it were, of heavenly grace derived 
from God in Christ. So shone the face of Moses ; but 
the bleared eye of the children of Israel, dim with 
Egyptian bondage, could not look upon it. But when 
the Spirit shall have breathed life into the children of 
Abraham, then, in the intimacy of Christian communion, 
the very countenance of every believer shall bespeak the 
freedom, purity, and serenity of his spirit ; and all his 
brethren, Jew and Gentile, all one in Christ, shall own 
the heavenly token, and turn with united hallelujahs to 
adore the Giver of life and peace. We all, says the 
Apostle, speaking of believers thus renewed, are changed 
into the same imager from glory to gl(yry. This believ- 
ing view of the glory of God, shining forth in Christ, 
changes the soul from glory to glory; till, in heaven, 
seeing Him face to face, we shall be like ERm, for we 
shall see Him a^ He is. 

Such are the DOCTRINAL VIEWS of our Text; such 
their application to the ancient people of God. And 
who, that meditates on what the Jews now are ; on what, 
through grace, they might be ; and on what, according to 
the sure word of prophecy, they will be, but must, from 
his heart, exclaim, God be merciful unto them and bless 
them, and lift up the light of his countenance upon them, 
through Christ ! 

The PRACTICAL INFERENCES, that follow close 
upon this subject, now demand our attention. 
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I. Our first Duty is earnestly to implore on behalf 
OF THE Jews the out- pouring of the Holy Spirit. 

The conversion of the Jews is, we have seen, the work 
of the Spirit, in the same sense as the conversion of any 
one individual is His work. That stupendous work of 
mercy, which will be so much the greater in proportion 
to the aggravated guilt, and the deep depression of this 
people, is to be sought for by earnest prayer— prayer, 
that He would remember his promises ; that he would 
magnify his grace i and that, through their conversion, 
he would extend the bounds of his kingdom to the utter- 
most parts of the earth. Even St. Paul, who by the 
Spirit of Prophecy was instructed that blindness in part^ 
(and at that time it was in great part,) had happened unto 
Israel, yet did not therefore restrain the Spirit of prayer 
on their behalf ; for the saving of one soul is worthy all 
the prayers that we can offer up, and hx more. How 
did he long for their conversion, labouring and suffering 
for it ! And he has left us on record his counsels and 
example, to shew us how the Church should at all 
times pray and labour for this end. Bre4hren, he says, 
my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel w, that 
they might be saved. I have great sorrow and continual 
heaviness in my heart for them. If he so prayed, at a 
time when, at the utmost, only a remnant was to be 
granted in answer to the Petitions of the Church 5 how 
much more should we be stirred up to pray, when we 
reflect that probably the hour is not far distant when all 
Israel shall be saved ? For so many hundreds of years 
the members of the Church of Christ seem to have been 
praying with the object of their hope at a distance. We, 
of this day, now apprehend that the set time is well nigh 
come; and we should therefore press forward with believ- 
ing prayers to seize the promise on its closer approach, 
and not defer the beginning of our supplications till we 
actually perceive the commandment for Israel's deliver- 
ance gone forth — although in this, as in every other 
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instADce of God's mercy, we have reason to expect that 
His grace will be far more speedy and abundant, than all 
our desires and supplications for it. 

II. We may remark, secondly, that when our prayers 
may appear to have been in some measure answered, and 
candidates for baptism offer themselves from among the 

Jews, W£ SHALL STILL HAVE NEED OF THE ASSISTANCE 

OF THE Holy Spirit in judging of them; and, subse- 
quently, IN leading them on in the Christian 
course. 

The God, whom in this most important matter we 
desire to serve, is a God of Truth and Love. These are, 
therefore, the dispositions which we ought to cherish 
towards the Jews; and they are also the dispositions 
which we should look for and require in professed Jewish 
Converts. When it is considered that deceit is natural 
to every man's heart, and that by a state of oppression 
men are commonly driven to use deceit as their supposed 
last resource, both for protection and maintenance ; we 
shall not be surprised to find this characteristic exhibited 
to a lamentable extent in this scattered and oppressed 
people. Not in worldly, but even in religious matters, it 
has been our painful duty to discover this. In fact, 
where deception has been long imbibed, practised, and 
even acknowledged, as a necessary principle of action, 
there, even though light and truth may partially begin to 
gain admittance, yet an evil bias of the heart will linger 
for a considerable time. 

Still, love is patient; suffereih long^ and is kind; 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things ; and if we truly love the souls of the 
Jews, we shall manifest an unwearied patience, however 
we may be tried by them^ remembering always our own 
innumerable failures, and still aiming to bring £hem to 
the knowledge of the Messiah. 
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But we must not hide from ourselves one important 
practical question^ on account of its difficulty. How £Etr 
we are to help converts 5 and at what point, or in what 
degree, they should be required to help themselves, is 
that complicated question to which I now allude. Pro- 
bably it would be found impracticable to. pve a specific 
answer to that question, such as would meet all cases : 
they are to be met only in detail. But we may very pro- 
perly invite the constant attention of all the agents of this 
and other Missionary Societies to the subject. Those, 
especially, to whom is confided the charge of receiving 
converts, should watch perpetually over the bvidbncbs 
which they give of a disinterested, laborious, modest, 
and teachable spirit. It is, indeed, obvious that the 
Jews* Society has, in this respect, to contend with one 
peculiar difficulty — or rather, with two difficulties of one 
and the same kind: — for its Missionaries, at most of 
their stations abroad, are themselves often required to 
move from place to place ; and their converts also, after 
the custom of that scattered people, are not unfrequently 
migrating from one city or country to another. In this, 
however, as in every other matter, we have the promise 
of that wisdom which is profitable to direct. If we serve 
our Master with a single eye, he will doubtless in his own 
good time raise up sincere Jewish converts in great 
numbers, to glorify his name, and to gladden the hearts 
of his servants. 

Neither should we forget that Jewish converts will pro- 
bably become, one day, the ablest and most affectionate 
Teachers of the Gentiles. Instead of over-acting, there- 
fore, a spirit of caution and mistrust, we should be 
observant of eveiy thing in them worthy of praise and 
imitation 5 regarding them as brethren of the same family, 
the law of which is Love, 



III. Upon the third, and concluding point of Duty 
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I would reoptark, that it is of the greatest moment 

TO OBSERVE THK SiGNS OF THE TlMl^B^ THAT W£ MAY 
BE READY TO ACT WITH ADVANTAOE IN BEHALF OF THB 

Jew«. 

We may notice the four following circumst{mces in 
reference to this end. 

(1.) The first of these may very briefly be mentioned; 
namely, the Persevering efforts of this Society, and the 
continued support qf its labours through the liberality of 
the Public. 

When the numerous difficulties^ through which this 
Society has had to struggle, are considered, it may cer- 
tainly be regarded as a token for good from God, the dis- 
poser of all hearts, that the Society still holds on its 
course, nay, even, extends its labours further and further | 
and ip many of its establishments flourishes. Nor should 
it be passed over in silence, that by other kindred Insti* 
tutions established in this country, on the Continent, apd 
in America, expressly for the benefit of the Jews, evi- 
dence is clearly given that this singular nation has become 
an object of increasing interest. We blush for the per-» 
secuting spirit of past ages ; we rouse ourselves from the 
apathy of our forefathers. There is plain and abundant 
proof, that the conversion of the Jews is an object deeply 
rooted in the hearts of pious Christians. Our study of 
the Scriptures, our conversations, our prayers and in- 
tercessions, are often directed to this part of the great 
field of the world. That this encouragement may every 
year become stronger and stronger, should be the sub* 
ject of our fervent prayers; that it kas never hitherto 
failed, may well draw forth our humble and hearty 
thanksgivings ! 

(2.) A second mark of the present age, (squeaking now 
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of a period of about thirty years,) is the increasing atten^ 
Hon given to the subject of Hebrew Learning. 

How far this is the fact, might be made apparent from 
considering the great number of books which, during that 
space of time, have been printed in England, in Germany, 
and in America, designed to facilitate, even in a popuhur 
form, the study of Hebrew. It may further appear from 
the gradual revival of Hebrew Studies in our Universities. 
Connected with this, we may notice the call for direct 
Clerical Education, which has been urged in reference to 
the rising generation of Students for the Sacred Ministry; 
— a subject which, in these days of ardent enquiry, will 
not soon be suffered to slumber ; — a subject more deeply 
touching the sound and essential revival of Religion in 
our land, than ahnost any other which could easily be 
adduced. Nor can I permit myself to pass unnoticed the 
progress of opinion and of events in a kindred Institution 
to this. The British and Foreign Bible SocnBTY; 
where the desire to obtain Versions of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures from the Original Hebrew, as well as from the 
Original Greek, begins growingly to be felt ; — an object 
of deep consequence to the interests of the Gospel gene- 
rally ; but one, which it will require large stores of varied 
erudition to bring to a mature accomplishment. 

It is true that in referring to these evidences of atten- 
tion to Hebrew Learning, we are speaking of large mea- 
sures, such as ordinarily demand much time for their 
devdk)pmeBt and execution. Perhaps it would not be 
inaccurate to say, that a hundred years ago, it would have 
taken a century to move the public mind upon such topics 
as these; or, perhaps, even fifty years ago, it might have 
required half a century. But the slow advances formerly 
made firom a single cause to its own solitary, proper re- 
sult, are not to be ccmipared to that accelerated rapidity 
which so peculiarly characterises the present period of 
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the world. This may not improperly be termed an age 
OP CO-OPERATING CAUSES. Throughout the whole world, 
causes, which hitherto seemed to work singly, and there- 
fore feebly^ are now uniting their action^ and producing 
consequences more diversified, and in a ratio higher, both 
for good and evil, than it would be possible to calculate. 
At such a crisis, how to draw together the greatest num- 
ber of moving causes, and direct them to the best ends^ is 
a noble study for the Christian. 

In reference to the Conversion of the Jews, the bearing 
of these remarks is sufficiently evident. Grant oiily this 
one point, that the study ot the Hebrew Old Testament 
is likely to be in great demand, and we have 'at once the 
chief and most numerous masters of that language, the 
Jews, brought again within the sound of that divine pre- 
cept. Search the Scriptures. Their aid we shall need ; 
and while we study, with their assistance, the writings of 
Moses and the Prophets, they (through the medium of 
this Society, through the medium of the young Christian 
Students of our various Churches, and through the me- 
dium of the new and redoubled labours of Bible Societies,) 
will be brought to see how truly those lively oracles 
testify of Christ. The very mode by which, in part, the 
evangelization of the Gentile world is likely to be accom- 
plished, vrill thus attract and fix the eye of the Jew upon 
his Bible, upon his Messiah. 

I am not here sketching some mere literary project. 
The views which I would oflFer are essentially of a re- 
ligious nature ; while the topic of Hebrew Learning oc- 
cupies, though a necessary, yet only a secondary and 
tributary place. It is not unworthy of observation, that 
at the time of the tnost inemorable revival of religion 
among the Jews as a nation, the Providence of God had 
raised up, not only a sagacious and self-^denying Nehe- 
miah for the civil benefit of the returning Tribes of Judah 
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ftnd Benjamin 5 but an Ezra also^ a ready scribe in the 
law of Moses ; probably at first the ripest Scholar, and 
afterwards the unrivalled Master of some School of the 
Prophets in a sequestered spot, fast by the waters of 
Babylon ; — a man of faith, of fasting and prayer; — ^a man 
of Divine Learning, upon whose labours rests the autho- 
rity of a large portion of the Canon of Holy Scripture. 
And^ may npt some Christian Ezra be even now prepar* 
ing by the gracious Head of the Churchy to direct the use 
of those very Hebrew Scriptures, for the combined bene- 
fit of Jews and Gentiles? Some one, who shall give 
attendance to readings whose powers of sacred criticism, 
adorned by the grave, meek graces of the Christian cha- 
racter, might win the aflfections, as well as guide the 
pursuits, of many youthful students ? 

(3.) Another very remarkable sign of the present agt, 
is the fact that the light of the Oospel is gradually 
making way in Mahomedan Countries; partly by direct 
means, and partly by the removal of those obstacles, 
which hitherto have for many centuries obstructed, or 
excluded it. 

The importance of such a fact in reference to this So- 
ciety is evident. For one great and fundamental error oi 
Mahomedanism is that, which the Jews have in common 
with them; viz., the denial of the deity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The more extensively, therefore, this controversy 
is moved, provided it be conducted on proper grounds, 
and with a Christian spirit, the more full will be the store 
of argument, by which the inquiring part of the Jewish 
people may be brought to the knowledge of the truth as 
it is in Jesus. 

In Mahomedan Countries there are at the present moment 
.the following very remarkable concurring circumstances. 
First, The Scriptures are now presented to them in their 
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fimr principal'lMiguagesy Arabic, Tutkbh, Per»ian, aod 
Tartar. Next, Christian Missionaries are settled in, or 
near, many of their principal cities, often enjoying the 
opportunity of conducting religious conversations and 
discussions in a friendly spirit. And thirdly. The bigotry 
of Mahomedans appears, although slowly, yet pretty surely, 
to be giving way $ partly to a spirit of utter Infidelity, 
partly to the desire of general improvement, partly (and 
not least) to the powerful restramts of Divine judgments, 
visiting them with external and with intestine wars. We 
may add to all these circumstances, tiie hopeful and en^ 
oouraging fact, that a purer knowledge of Christianity is 
gaining ground in those Christian Churches in the East, 
which are moie or less mingled with the great body <tf 
Mahomedans. In proportion as the Gredc, the Coptic, 
and the Abyssinian Churches are truly revived, a wider 
STANDiMO-FLACi: wiU be afibrded in those regions for the 
conduct of all useful measures. 

Nor is it irrelevant to observe that simultaneously with 
these circumstances there has sprung up in this our own 
country a more than ordinary zeal for the fundamental 
doctrines of the Gospel. There is throughout this 
country an increasing numbcar of inquirers, asking, 
/Fk(d is Truth f We bless God for this :— we regard it 
AS his gracious work* 

But we feel that it constitutes a loud call to ua to put 
on the wiioi#B AB^topR of Righteousness and Truth. For 
it would be a great mistake to suppose that in one point, 
only, the o^i^ons of the people of this land are unsound 
or defective. There are many doctrines of Scripture of 
the most vital character, which are either wholly dia- 
believed, or else admitted vrithout any practical influence 
upo«k the professed believers of them* Such doctrines 
are» The total corrupliQn of fsUea man ; his utter in- 
ability to turn himself to God» or to do any good thi^ of 
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Uimself ; Uie inadequacy of what is caUed Human Virtue ; 
the doctrine of the glorious Person and Work of Jesus 
Christy the Son of God, and Son of Man 3 the neces- 
sity of Spiritual Regeneration; the duty of being not 
conformed to this World ; the certainty of the Eternal 
Punishment of those who die unconverted. Upon all 
these subjects, multitudes of our countrymen, high and 
low, rich and poor together, are extremely ignorant { 
multitudes more, if professedly sound, are yet luke- 
warm : — and, besides, there are not a few, who are most 
bitterly and ddiberately hostile to nearly the wh(de of the 
truths of Revelation ; devoted servants of this world, and 
enemies to God. 

To meet the opening exigencies of the times by an abun- 
dant circulation of the Scriptures, and by a reverent and 
profitable use of them when circulated, it would seem to 
require that the Standing Ministry of the Church should 
be endowed largely with the knowledge of the Truth and 
the Spirit of Love. Next to their affectionate and learned 
labours, we look to the lives and conversations of indi- 
vidual Christians* We then look outward beyond the 
limits of our own little Island, to the operations ot Mis- 
sionary Societies: — and most earnestly do we hope and 
pray, that this moving of all the great truths of Chris- 
tianity in our own land may have a direct tendency to the 
conversion of Mahomedans and Jews. I name them both 
together, as sharing in a common opposition to one main 
Doctrine of the Gospel. 

Oh ! that in the work lying before us, neither error, 
nor bitterness, not power, may be permitted to confound 
the best desires of the servants of Christ 1 And may it 
please God to make this Society one of his chief instru- 
ments of so speaking the truth in love, that human pas- 
sions smd infirmiti^ may cease, the &ith be established, 
and Christ exalted everywhere, both by Jew and Gentile ! 
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. (4.) But there is another most portentous sigp of the 
times to be seen in the general shaking of the nations 
around the Mediterranean; leading the minds of Chris- 
tians to expect the Restoration, as well as the Conver* 
sion of the Jews, at no very distant period. 

Looking at the countries around the Mediterranean, 
what a spectacle of guilt and wretchedness do we behold ! 
Popery, Mahomedanism, the debasing superstitions of 
the Oriental Churches, Barbaric wildness — ^all these in 
their turn meet the eye, as it glances in every direction 
of the compass from yonder little watch-tower, in the 
centre of the Mediterranean, the refuge of a shipwrecked 
Apostle.* Especially we remark, that the whole line of 
surromiding coast, with all the adjacent regions to a vast 
depth, has for more than a thousand years been under 
the tyranny of the two great Antichrists : — nor was it till 
the opening of the present century that a faint glimmering 
of Bible-Christianity was to be seen in the British 
possession of Malta. From that highly-favoured island 
(for so I hesitate not to call her, though she knows not 
as yet her blessedness, and prizes not the thousands 
of copies of the Scriptures, which annually pass 
through her hands,) — ^from that small but invaluable 
spot, when we gaze upon three surrounding continents, 
the whole of the Old World, what an epitome of all that 
prophets have pictured may we there study, down to the 
very minutest particular! Vain Popish oblations; pre- 
tended religious feasts, of which God is weary; hands 
full of blood or bribes ; princes and priests rebellious, and 
companions of thieves 5 tongues muttering perverseness j 
words of falsehood uttered from the heart; justice standing 
afar off; truth fallen in the street, and the righteous man 

• Bochart, in a learned ciitidsm upon the name of Malta^ proves with 
tolerable clearness, that it is an old Phoenician word, signifying, a Refuge, 
Such that island really must have been to the venturesome Navigators of 
Antiquity. 
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counted for a prey — a huge Babel of sins, and abuses and 
miseries, without any cure applied to them ; is the true 
picture of all that immense crowd of nations. If this was 
but dimly perceived fifty years ago, it is no secret now. 
I fear we may say, of all those parts of Europe, Asia, 
and Africa, that (if we except a very small remnant) all 
there is wrong : every thing as it ought not to be. And 
the rising light of opinion, and resolute religious purpose 
is forcing its way into these dens of vileness. There are 
multitudes, now, in Rome and in Constantinople, who 
fear not to ask. Who and what are the Pope and Ma- 
homed ? What can they do for perishing sinners ? They 
are, in fact, the cause of the perdition of souls ! 

And all this feeling will probably go on fester and 
further, than our eyes have ever yet seen public events 
move. I will not attempt to analyse with any minuteness 
cither facts or prophecy; I would let facts and prophecy 
mutually explain each other, as time travels on : but, up 
to this hour, they jointly teach us, that a scene of mingled 
conflict is quick opening upon the world. Infidelity, 
too, with a rude and hasty hand, snatches aside the cur- 
tain that formerly screened hypocrisy, superstition, and 
secularity; and hurries forward with the offer, after her 
manner, to set all things right. 

In the inidst of this vast amphitheatre of nations, the 
people of Israel spread their race in every part. They 
have at all times been acted upon ; and in every future 
movement they will be more and more ready to act now 
on others. In former ages, oppressed by all, and 
seeming to exist only for, and by, filthy lucre, they have 
lived in a state of stagnant misery. When once that 
general movement shall prevail, in the midst of which 
their Restoration will probably take place, misery — theirs 
and others' — ^will be seen, not stagnant, but like the 
raging of many waters. We are clearly led to expect 
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that their oppressors will be overtaken by unsparing 
judgments. Towards Jerusalem once more will the ga* 
thering of armies be. That city, of which I can afi&rm as 
an eye-witness, that it is indeed beautiful for situation, 
and worthy to become again the joy of the whole earth 5 
— that city, with all the naturally fertile scenes of Judsea, 
now lying almost waste, has yet more fearful sufferings 
to undergo, than have hitherto been recorded in history. 
Before her pastures shall again be clothed with flocks — 
— ^before her valleys shall be once more covered over with 
com — ^before her furrows shall be settled, and made soft 
with showers — is there not reason to believe that her soil 
will be fattened with blood ? — ^that a loud voice will be 
heard by all the fowls in the midst of heaven, crying. 
Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of 
the great God; that ye may eat the flesh of kings, imd 
the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and 
the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the 
flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and 
great ! Alas ! even we of this generation may have cause 
to cry out. Who shall live when God doeth this ? 

With such awful prospects before us, as the eye lights 
upon a Society like this, for which I now plead, we are 
led to ask, " What will be your office amidst the general 
rout and tumult of the nations ? '* Your office ever will 
be, to speak peace by Jesus Christ ! Christ comes to 
take to himself his great power on earth : speak, then, 
peace in his name ; for he is a merciful Prince, first being 
King of Righteousness, and afker that also King of 
Salem, which is King of Peace. Especially this Society, 
and every servant of Christ, will then have to look with 
an eye of most anxious compassion towards the Jcwaj 
for they, when plunged into these scenes, will probably 
be found foremost in sufferings, and in resentments—* 
foremost in sufferings, until rescued by an Alm^htyArm ; 
and foremost in resentments, till changed and made par« 
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t^ers of the meekness and gentleness of Christ; for 
^ren a worm^ if trodden upon^ MniU turn against the foot 
that crushes it — much more the spirit of that high- 
minded people. 

In the tumult (^ malignant passions let loose by war^ a 
Religious Society like this, with all its Missionaries and 
Agents, should cry aloud in the language of Christ, 
Love your enemies ! • Let all converted Jews learn 
the lesson, to every human heart so strange — Love 
YOUR ENEMIES ! Lovc the Turks, the Arabs, the 
Romanists, the civilized, the Barbarians 1 Love, forgive, 
pity, pray for your oppressors ! Love them, as Christ 
loved a rebel world, and prayed for his murderers. 
Unless this spirit be poured into the hearts of men, the 
judgments coming upon the Levant will probably be 
desolating beyond all power of alleviation. 

The call, moreover, comes with peculiar force to us of 
this kingdom. Our present national trials, which are 
neither few nor small, appear to have been sent in order 
to soften and predispose our hearts to pity all suffering 
people^ We long have been, and in a great degree still 
are, a proud, selfish, and hard-hearted nation. Cities of 
l^ury are ill prepared for that shaking of the nations, 
which may suddenly come upon us as a snare. But a 
country, chastened and repenting, will meet a period of 
general calamity in the world with a spirit of resignation 
and of holy activity. Religious Societies have long been 
teaching us this one doctrine, that every man who pos- 
sesses, or who can earn, more than he wants, should make 
hiifiBelf a banker and steward for the poor : and it is thus 
far the prerogative of this Society, that it directs our 
eyes to those in Germany, in Poland, in Turkey, in Syria, 
in Africa, who are among the very poorest of our race. 
Above all, let this subject, the Conversion of the Jews, 
turn our thoughts to Christ — to Him, who for our sakes 
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li^eame po(»'^ that we through his poverty might be <rieh !. 
For it M\Qfi Him, .whom they have pierced, thatj;they, 
when cic%»jei*tecl> . wUl .Ippk y^^d it is like Him that^eyiepy 
Missionary m,!^ be, who would seek the welfare of that 
people — ^poor in spirit, and self-denyiijg in his daily life. 
Chriat is everywhere; He is all iraQ{l&.in this subject! 
Then let us thank Him that this Sociii^ exists, to remind 
both the Jews and us (^ Him ! Let ji^fip^y that we may 
all imbibe His Spirit, and^j|}||;|^et^^ouj^^^s;the labours 
of all his servjai^% iij thlf goojd c^us^^U'^Let u^ hail Him 
with Hoaannas, as He adva^^poe. to take to HimseM biv 
great power and reign among 'us, casting down all 
enemies. The heart of the sweet Psalmist of Israel has 
indited good|^pi^}^^O^^j|^ subject, expressing what mere 
human language n^ver could have attained. Let* us joon 
in his triumphant strain : Thou art fairer than the 
children of men : grojce is poured into thy lips : therefore 
God hath blessed thee for ever. Gird thy sword upon 
thy thigh, O most mighty , with thy glory and thy majesty. 
And in thy majesty ride prosperously, because of truth, 
and meekness, and righteousness : and thy right hand 
shall teach thee terrible things. Thy throne, O God, ii 
for .ever and ever : the ^cypire ofJbh^jf'^^f^ffSiom is a right 
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SERMON. 



LUKE II. 32. 
A light to lighten the Gentiles^ and the glory of thy people Israel. 



The words which I have selected for our consideration, 
on this evening's solemnity, will be immediately recog- 
nized as the concluding words of holy Simeon in the 
temple, when he took the infant Saviour in his arms, and 
gave brief but glowing utterance to the joy which filled 
his soul. That eminent and highly-favored servant of 
God is described by the Evangelist as " waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 
And it was revealed unto him ty the Holy Ghost, that he 
should not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 
And he came by the Spirit into the temple ; and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the 
custom of the law, then took he him up in his arms, 
and blessed God, and said. Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, according to thy word ; for mine ' 
eyes have seen thy salvation ; which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people; a light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, and the glory of thy people Israel." (Luke ii. 
25—32.) 
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These few concluding words of the aged Saint will 
afford us ample matter for our present meditation. I 
propose. First, to make some general observations on the 
passage; and, then, to take up, more in detail, the two dis- 
tinct parts into which it naturally divides itself. 

And may the blessing of the God of Abraham rest 
upon us, while I endeavour, from these words, to animate 
you to renewed interest, renewed prayers, and labors of 
love, for the welfare of Zion ! First, then, I am to offer. 

Some general observations on the passage before us. 

The subject of these words is, the Lord's Christ; or, as 
he is here called, the Lord's salvation. This title is one 
by which the Redeemer of sinners is frequently spoken of 
in the writings of the Prophets. " Say ye (Isa. Ixii. 11) 
to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh." 
" I will also give thee (Isa. xlix.. 6) for a light to the 
Gentiles, that thou may est be my salvation unto the end 
of the earth." Jesus, the salvation of a lost world, has 
ever been the delightful theme of patriarchs, of prophets, 
of apostles, of all the saints of God from the beginning. 
His " name is as ointment poured forth." (Cant. i. 3.) 
The love of his heart, the power of his arm, the riches of 
his grace, th€ glories of his kingdom, — these are topics 
which have always stirred the affections, and called forth 
the praises of his believing people. ^* We will be glad, 
and rejoice in thee ; we will remember thy love more than 
wine; the upright love thee." (Cant. i. 4.) 

In these few, but comprehensive words, is also' pre- 
sented to us the peculiar and distinctive character of those 
blessings which the incarnate Saviour is the author of, 
first to the Gentiles, and, finally, to his people Israel : — A 

Ugbt"* irradiating the one; the brilliancy of *^ ghry'' 
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of the other. The two, — Jews and Gentiles, — are here 
evidently distinguished, each being named apart, and each 
having assigned to tKem their appropriate share of Gospel 
blessings, in their season ; the very order in which they 
are' mentioned exactly following the order of fulfilment. 
** A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy 
people Israel/' 

Blessed be God, one part of this prediction, (and the 
most improbable, to sense, at the time of its delivery), our 
eyes see fulfilled, and fulfilling. ** The people that walked 
in darkness have seen a great light ; and, to them which 
sat in the region and shadow of death, light is sprung 
up." (Matt. iv. 16, from Isa. ix. 2.) The beams of the 
" Sun of Righteousness" (Mai. iv. 2) have illumined the 
Gentile world, and guided the happy millions of God's 
elect family out of every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people, into the way of life and peace. 

But, alas, here we must assign the limit, at present, to 
the accomplishment of the prophecy before us. I need 
hardly remind you, that the part of it which relates to the 
Jewish nation has never yet been verified, in the expe- 
rience of that deeply afflicted, because deeply guilty 
people. Christ, the glory of Israel? Nay, rather, my 
brethren, phrist, the shame^ the scandal^ the blot of 
infamy J on that degraded and outcast race. True, it was 
in itself, it shall yet be, in its consequences, an un- 
speakable honor put on that people, that of themj *^ as 
concerning the flesh, Christ came." This it was, which 
made all the glory of their dispensation, (though they 
knew it not,) that in its Mediator, its sacrifices, in every 
particular of its temple worship, it foreshowed him that 
was to come. Hence the ark, (that most eminent type of 
the Word made flesh, and tabernacling among us,) is 
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specially Cfdled, by the Apostle, (Rom. ix. 4,) *Uhe glory;" 
and it seems to have been the common name for it, with 
the people. So the Psalmist speaks of its capture by the 
Philistines, (Psalm Ixxviii. 61,) " He gave his glory into 
the enemies' hand/' " The glory is departed from Israel," 
ssdd the wife of Phinehas, (1 Sam. iv. 22,) '^/or the ark 
of God is taken." Thus was Christ, as the expected Saviour, 
the glory of his ancient Israel ; and believers rejoioed with 
Abraham to see his day, through the types and shadows 
of the old dispensation, and were glad. No knowledge of 
him existed, but among that remarkable people. There 
ifras no promise of him, but was either made to them, or 
to be fulfilled in them. The '^ branch of the Lord " was 
to spring '^ out of the stem of Jesse ;" and in him, as the 
seed of Abrahamy were '* all the nations of the earth** to 
be " blessed.*' 

But what shall we say of hini, as already come? in 
which view it is obvious that he is here contemplated. Is 
he, noWf the glory of his people Israel? Is it any honor 
to them, in >ihe\T present condition and character, that they 
gave him birth? Nay, my brethren, they despised, they 
rejected, they crucified, the Lord of glory ; they trampled 
under foot the Son of God, and cast hiip out of the vine- 
yard. Then their Sun set in blood ; and, ever since^ a deep 
night of horrors, too terrible for description, has brooded 
over them. They who were " exalted to heaven," in pri- 
vileges, have been " thrust down to hell.** Wherever 
they have gone, (and there is no corner into which the 
righteous vengeance of their God has not driven them,) 
still the self-imprecated curse has followed and consumed 
them, *^ His blood be on us, and on our children." (Matt. 
xxvii. 25.) Near 1,800 years have done nothing to wash 
out the stain ! Awful reflection for any among us, who, 
while they profess to believe in Jesus, are, practically, re- 
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jecting him. See how God has visited tiie contempt of 
him^ on his onee-&yored people. ** How shall we escape, 
if we neglect so great salvation ?" (Heb. ii. 3.) 

But, to return. It is clear that Christ, instead of being 
^^ the glory*' of Israel, has, hitherto, been turned by them 
into their curse and . ruin. '^ They stumbled at that 
stumbling-stone, as it is written. Behold, I lay in Zion a 
stumbling-stone, and rock of offence to both the houses of 
Israel ; a gin, and a snare, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
And many among them shall stumble, and fiedl, and be 
broken, and be snared, and be taken.'' (Romans ix. 33. 
Isaiah viii. 14, 15.) And it is remarkable, that, in exact 
accordance with this prophecy, Simeon was immediately 
directed, by the Holy Ghost, to declare, to the mother of 
Jesus, his rejection, and the consequent ruin that should 
ensue to that people. '^ Simeon biased them, (verse 34,) 
and said unto Mary his mother. Behold, this child is set 
for the f ally and rising again, of many in Israel, and for a 
sign which shall be spoken against." Clearly, then, this 
testimony to Christ, as ^^ the glory'' of Israel^ yet awaits 
its accomplishment. Hitherto, he has been set ^' for the 
/a//," only, of the mass of that nation ; and he is yet, alas, 
(as he ever has been,) ^' a sign" that is ** spoken ^painst'* 
by them, with the exception of a little ** remnant," 
gathered out, in every age, to the faith of Christ, " ac- 
cording to the election of grace*" (Rom. zi. 5.) 

But the Word of our God, which stands for ever, and 
by the faith of which the just live, opens to us brighter 
prospects, in connexion with that interesting people :— 
reveals to us transcendent glories, riches of unparalleled 
blessings, in reserve for them. He who has been ^^ set" 
for their "fall," is set also for tiieir *' rising again." They 
who have been ** broken off," so long, from " their own 
olive-tree," shall again "be graffed in." (Rom.xi. 23,24.) 
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^^ There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob." This- is the Lord » 
covenant with them, and the zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will make it good. (Rom. xi. 26, from Isa. lix. 20.) The 
words of my text admit of no other solution. We 
have in them a distinct assurance that the same Saviour 
who has been " prepared, before the face of all people, a 
light to lighten the Gentiles/' is also prepared as " the 
glory of God'^s people Israel." The day is at hand, when 
it shall be said to Zion, after her long night of dispersion 
through the countries, and, especially, of desertion by her 
God, " Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness 
shall cover the eai*th, and gross darkness the people ; but 
the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen 
upon thee." (Isa. Ix. 1, 2.) Mark, here, how exactly the 
phraseology of the Prophet agrees with that of my text. 
*^ The glory of thy people Israel." ^* The glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee." ^^ His glory shall be seen upon 
thee.'* And mark, also, that the call, in this Ixth chapter, 
^^to arise and shine," immediately follows the promise, 
in the lixth, of a Deliverer from Zion, which St. Paul 
(Rom. xi.) expressly refers to the time, when " all Israel 
shall be saved." So that it is beyond a question, what 
people are here, primarily ^ addressed. 

Such then, in general, are the blessed hopes which the 
Christian Church is privileged to entertain, respecting the 
recovery of the wretched outcasts of Zion to the favor of 
God, and the enjoyment of spiritual mercies in Christ. 
" They have not stumbled that they should fall ;"--;^watfy, 
that is, and irr coverably. Christ, the ** light of the 
Gentiles," is yet to be " the glory of his people Israel." 
And I propose, after a brief notice of the mercies enjoyed 
by the Gentile world, to dwell, more particularly, on those 
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brighter i and more glorious manifestations of the salvation 
of God, which shall, one day, be vouchsafed to his ancient 
people, and, by them, diffused throughout the earth. 

May the Spirit of Jesus, who indited these interesting 
and gracious word?, open to us their full meaning, and 
bring them home, with a power of conviction and blessing, 
to every soul ! May he affect us with a deep sense of our 
own peculiar mercies, and draw out our hearts in earnest 
desire for the blissful period when the long -lost Israel 
shall return to the Lord ; when Uie veil that is upon their 
minds shall be taken away; and when Christ, their pre- 
dicted glory, shall shine upon them (and by them on all 
the nations) in the full lustre of his salvation ! 

My text leads me to speak of Christ as — 

I. A light to lighten the Gentiles. 

And, here, there are three particulars which especially 
deserve notice. 

1. The mercy vouchsafed to us Gentiles in Christ. 

2. The singularity of this testimony to the reception of 
the Gentiles, as borne by a pious Jew. 

3. The peculiar character of Gentile privileges under 
the Gospel, as distinguished from those in reserve for 
Israel. 

Note — 

1. The mercy vouchsafed to us Gentiles in Christ. "A 
light to lighten the Gentiles." 
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It would be entirely foreign to the object for which we 
are met, this evening, to dwell, at any length,- on this part 
of the subject. A few words only must suffice. 

Mark, then, my brethren, the unspeakable mercies of 
God to us, miserable, benighted heathen. When Christ 
appeared, the nations of the earth, with but one exception, 
had long been without any knowledge of the only living 
and true God. The darkness of spiritual ignorance, moral 
degradation, and wretchedness, rested on them. " At that 
time,'' saith the Apostle, reminding his Ephesian converts 
of the state in which the Gospel found them, "ye were 
without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise; 
having no hope; and without God in the worlds 
(£ph. ii. 1,2.) " JJeady* he says again, of the same persons, 
*^ in trespasses and sins 5" v. 1 ; " by nature, children of 
wrath }** by practice, " children of disobedience." v. 2, 3. 
But, lo ! when this night of horrors is at its noon, a voice 
from heaven proclaiming, *^ Let there be light, and there 
was light;" — a cry, to every creature under heaven, 
" Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give thee light." 

*' A light to lighten the Gentiles ;" or, as the words 
are, " a light for the revealing of the Gentiles." («s 
inoKoiXv^tt iQvwv.) They seem to present to us a picture of 
a vast assemblage of miserable beings, sitting helpless, 
and hopeless, in the thickest gloom of preternatural 
darkness, *' the region of the shadow of death." . When, 
suddenly, without thought of theirs, there springs up, they 
know not how, a light from heaven, that discovers to them 
what and where they are, scatters the shades of night, 
and turns terror, despair, and death, into life, security, 
and joy. 
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Sucb^ my CbriHtian brethren^ was Jesus, wben first be 
arose — ^tbat " brigbt and morning star" — ^upon tbe dark- 
ness and desolation of tbe beatben world ! Sucb be is in 
tbe experience of every believer, wben first tbe day of 
spiritual illumination dawns, and tbe day-star arises in 
bis beart. Tben tbe clouds of ignorance^ prejudice, and 
aversion from boliness, tbat so long bid God from our 
view, roll away ; and be is seen to be tbe infinitely good, 
tbe supremely excellent, tbe altogetber lovely. Tben 
tbe dismal shades of doubt, and guilt, and dread of God, 
give place to spiritual understanding, comfortable bopes 
of pardon, sweet assurance of peace witb God, tbrougb 
tbe blood of atonement ; sustaining prospects of ^^ glory, 
and bonor, and immortality." Tben, instead of bondage 
to tbe prince of darkness, slavery to cruel and debasing 
lusts of tbe flesb and of tbe mind, tbere succeeds tbat 
" spiritual mind wbicb is life and peace ;" liberty of tbe 
sons of God unto rigbteousness and true boliness, wrougbt 
in us by tbe Holy Gbost. O wbat reason, tben, bave we, 
poor Gentile sinners, to " tell out (ilayyt/xurt) tbe praises 
of bim wbo batb called us out of darkness into bis mar- 
vellous ligbt ; wbicb, in time past, were not a people, but 
are now tbe people of God: wbicb bad not obtained 
mercy, but now bave obtained mercy." (1 Pet. ii. 9, 10, 
from Hos. ii. 23.) 

And bere we are especially called to adore tbe sove- 
reignty of God, in tbese mercies to us, as contrasted witb 
bis awful judgments on bis ancient people. Among them 
tbis blessed ligbt arose; to them it came; but tbey 
quencbed it (as far as tbemselves were concerned) in 
proud, and impious disdain. ** Tbe ligbt sbinetb in dark- 
ness, and tbe darkness comprebended it not." ** He came 
unto bis own, and bis own received bim not.'* (Jobn i. 
5, 11.) And now, " through their fall, salvation is come 
unto tbe Gentiles." Tbe diminisbing of tbem bas been 
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our riches; yes, unsearchable riches of Christ* The 
casting away of them has been the reconciling of the 
world, and we have obtained mercy through their unbelief. 
(Rom. xi. 1 1, 12, 15, 30.) Thus has God, in the depths of 
his love and wisdom, made the guilt of his ancient people 
only the occasion of unparalleled blessing to the wretched 
nations of the earth ; given that Saviour whom " his own" 
rejected, ^^ a light to lighten the Gentiles;" " to open 
their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God ; that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them that are 
sanctified, through faith that is in Christ." (Acts xxvi. 18.) 

But we must hasten on to consider, under this head, 

2. The singularity of this testimony to the reception of 
the Gentiles, as borne by a pious Jeiv. 

If we only consider, for a moment, the rooted prejudices 
of the Jewish mind on this point, — the calling of the 
Gentiles, — the testimony before us will appear equally 
surprising and instructive. St. Paul himself, speaking 
on this subject under the immediate guidance of the 
Spirit, calls it, ^^ the mystery • . . . which in other ages 
was not made known unto the sons of men, .... That the 
Gentiles should be fellow-heirs^ and of the same body, 
and partakers of his promise in Christ, by the Gospel." 
(Ephes. iii. 4 — 6.) " Without controversy," he says, 
(1 Tim. iii. 16) ^^ great is the mystery of godliness, 
(Christ) .... preached unto the Gentiles'' And yet, 
you see, here is a pious JeWy standing in the very temple 
at Jerusalem, holding in his arms the Jews' Messiah, the 
long-expected " consolation of Israel," — and the very 
first words in which he describes him are, as " prepared 
before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gen^ 
tiles,'* This it is which Jirst presents itself as matter of 
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joy to his mind, under the teaching of the Spirit, when 
he looks upon the infant Saviour : certainly, the very last 
topic we should have expected from his lips. 

Now here, my Christian brethren, is a consideration 
full of instruction to ourselves. It shows us how the 
Spirit of Christ enlarges- the hearts of those who are 
taught of him; enables them to overleap the narrow 
bounds of human selfishness and prejudice, that is jealous 
at all privileges but its own. 

And yet I must observe, that it is no common teaching 
of the Spirit that is needed for this. How, otherwise, 
shall we account for the conduct of the apostles, long after 
the day of Pentecost ? Their commission was, " Go ye 
into all the worlds preach the Gospel to every creature'^ 
" Teach all nations^ beginning at Jerusalem." And yet, 
not one of them seems to have thought, even of Samaria — 
still less of the world at large — till the persecution arose 
about Stephen ; and " they that were scattered abroad 
went every where, preaching the Word." (Acts viii. 4.) 
Nay, more. When God would open the door of faith to 
the Gentiles, beginning with Cornelius, mark the appa- 
ratus (so to speak), which he saw necessary for the 
accomplishment of this purpose of his mercy. An angel 
must come from heaven to Cornelius, to admonish him to 
send for Peter. Peter, in the meanwhile, must be pre- 
pared in a miraculous manner, by a vision, thrice repeated, 
instructing him that the Gentiles were no longer common 
or unclean. When the messengers arrive, the Spirit 
again expressly charges him to '^ go with them, doubting 
nothing:'* and, after all, it was only when, out of the 
ordinary course, the Holy Ghost had fallen on his 
hearers before baptism, that the apostle felt himself 
authorized to admit them, by that ordinance, into the 
Christian Church. And what immediately follows ? A 
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charge against Peter at Jerusalem, — " Thou wentest in to 
men uncircumcised, and didst eat with them.*' (Acts xi. 3.) 
And it is evident that nothing less than the account 
which Peter had to give would have satisfied them. 
** When they heard these things, (ver. 18,) they held their 
peace, and glorified God, saying, (as if it were a thing 
of which they had no previous conception). Then hath 
God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life !'' 

Now, my brethren, we stand amazed at this strength 
of prejudice in the Jewish mind; but indeed, if we only 
change the name, we have, here, the guilty history of the 
Church of Christ, as respects the Jews, almost to the 
present hour. And I must Say, that while we are no less 
guilty, we have far less apology. Gentiles had never 
been the once-favored people of God. Gentiles had 
never laid them under a debt immense of gratitude, by 
comnmnicating the Word of Lifej by labors and suf- 
ferings unto blood, for their salvation. And, whatever 
may be said of the multiplied testimonies of their ancient 
Scriptures, that foretold the gathering of the nations to 
Shiloh — this, at least, must be conceded ; that the testi- 
monies of the same Scriptures to the recovery of Israel 
to Christ, are nothing inferior to the former, in number, 
distinctness, or strength. O my brethren ! hpw should 
it shame our heartless, ungrateful indifference, when we 
think on the conduct of the great Apostle of the Gentiles, 
himself a Jew ; with ^^ great heaviness and continual 
sorrow in his heart,'' for his brethren, his kinsmen 
according to the flesh : yet, hear him exulting in the 
salvation of wretched heathen, vile and abominable ido- 
laters. See him living for them. See him dying for 
them. He felt they were rising on the fall of his own 
people. He knew he was graffing strangers into the 
Jewish oliv.e-tree, to partake of all its fatness. But love 
to Christ, love to souls, swallowed up every other 
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feeling. With the very spirit- of Simeon, in my text, 
he gloried in his commission, to " preach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ." 

. And what return have Gentiles made for these benefits ? 
Truly, for the most part, neglect and scorn. None have 
been " grieved for the affliction of Joseph." (Amos vi. 6.) 
"They called thee an outcast, saying, This is Zion, 
whom no man seeketh after.'* (Jer. xxx. 170 ^^d 
might save his people by miracle, — in his own time, — how 
he would. But, as for us, the very attempt to evangelize 
them has been decried by some, as if it were a pre- 
sumptuous effort to counteract the purposes of God's 
righteous judgments. 

It is remarkable, too, how exactly Gentile prejudices, 
in this matter, have run in the same channel with those of 
the Jews of old, against the calling of the nations. For 
instance; instead of rejoicing, like Simeon, in the mercies 
prepared for our Jewish brethren in Christ, we have been 
jealous lest we should be losers by their recovery to the 
Divine favor. This is a feeling which, I fear, prevMls 
yet, to a great extent. Again : we have alienated from 
them the promises of the Old Testament; promises innu- 
merable, which distinctly set forth their future blessed- 
ness as a people. We claim these as the property of the 
Christian Church; and so, indeed, blessed be God, they 
are. They belong to the believing, spiritual seed of 
Abraham, and, as such, Gentiles inherit them. But, when 
I say, we claim them as the property of the Christian 
Church, I mean, as our exclusive property: as if the 
Jews, as such, were never so much as thought of by 
God, in giving them ; just as they, in former days, claimed 
all the promises, as absolutely confined to the literal seed 
of Abraham. Take yet another instance. The Jews of 
old would have the heathen saved, but then, in no other 



Digitized by 



Google 



16 SERMON, 

way than by their becoming Jews ; submitting to the 
rite of circumcision, and observing all other ordinances 
of the law of Moses. Now, precisely in the same spirit, 
Christians, while they admit that the Jews are, one day, 
to be brought to Christ, insist that there shall, then, be no 
dutinction of Jewish or Gentile Christians : no privileges 
peculiar to God's ancient people 3 but that all their 
nationality is to be lost, on their reception into the 
Christian Church : thus setting at defiance any literal 
interpretation, — I might almost say, any interpretation at 
nil, — of passages, without number, in the Word of God. 
It is true, indeed, as the apostle teaches us, that in 
Christ Jesus there is " neither Jew nor Greek." We 
grant it; and so it is also true, as immediately follows 
those words of the apostle, ^* there is neither bond nor 
free : there is neither male nor female." But, will it be 
argued that these natural and civil distinctions cease, or 
the privileges connected with them, when any are con- 
verted to Christ? that the bondman ceases to be a bond- 
man ; and still more, that the freeman ceases to be free, 
in respect of civil relation? that the man is no longer 
what he was before, the " head " and the glory of the 
woman ? So, when it is said, ** there is neither Jew 
nor Greek," it is meant, (and we rejoice in the meaning) 
that, in a spiritual view, both are equally precious, their 
souls equally dear to Christ. ** There is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek; {as the former vainly 
thought) ; for the same Lord over all is rich unto all 
that call upon him. For whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved." (Rom. x. 12, 13.) 
And yet, for all this, the Jew may have his peculiar 
privileges as a Jew : there may be a subordination in the , 
Lord's family : all the members united in one body, and 
yet not every member capable of sustaining the same 
office. " Glory, honor, and peace," saith the apostle 
(Rom. ii. 10, 11, and he is speaking there of the rewards 
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of the heavenly world), to every man that worketh good; 
to the Jew Jirstj and also to the Gentile. For there is no 
respect of persons with God/* A declaration, you per- 
ceive, quite consistent, in the apostle's mind, with that, 
" the Jew first'' O ! then, my Christian brethren, 
instead of cherishing these miserable prejudices— these 
groundless jealousies against Israel, let us beg our God, 
while we embrace Jesus, for ourselves, in the arms of 
faith and love, to teach us, by the sweet influences of 
his Spirit, to exult in him as the salvation of our Jewish 
brethren, ** the glory of his people Israel." 

I pass on to notice, under this head, 

3. The peculiar character of Gentile privileges, under 
the Gospel, as distinguished from those in reserve for 
Israel. ** A light to lighten the Gentiles — the glory of 
thy people IsraeV 

The words we are considering are those of the Spirit of 
God I and therefore, we are sure, every one of them is 
used with the utmost nicety and exactness of meaning. 
If any be disposed to doubt this, let them only reflect 
how St. Paul, in one place, founds his argument, simply, 
on the adoption of the singular number^ instead of the 
plural. " He saith not, And to seeds, as of many, but as 
of one ; and to thy seed, which is Christ." (Gal. iii. 16.) 
Now, so it is evident, that the term light j in this passage, 
as applied to Gentile privileges in Christ, and the term 
glory, as expressive of those of Israel, are, each of them, 
selected with the nicest discrimination, and adaptation to 
their respective subjects. And it is highly important for 
us Gentiles to note the distinction; lest, as the apostle 
saw it necessary to warn us§, we be ^^ wise in our own 
conceits." (Rom. xi. 25.) Lest we " boast " ourselves 
" against the (natural) branches." It may also serve to 
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show US the personal interest which we have, in the 
recovery of God's ancient people to the faith of Christ. 
That event is to introduce a glory of the Gospel dispen- 
sation, which the Gentiles will never see till then. To 
W5, Christ is ^* a light to lighten " us ; but the full glory 
of his salvation will be revealed only in connexion with 
his people Israel. *^ When the Lord shall build up Zion, 
he shall appear in his glory. ^' (Ps. cii. 16;) 

To satisfy you that this is no fanciful interpretation of 
a single text, that is too weak to bear it out, I shall refer 
you, first, to the testimony of Scripture, which is wonder- 
fully consistent in its phraseology on these points ; and, 
then, to the testimony of fact. 

We say, then, that where Christ is set forth, in Scrip- 
ture, under the emblems of light and glory, the latter is a 
term uniformly limited, in its application, to his final 
mercies towards Israel. 

Let us, first, take the term light. He is described as 
such to the Gentiles. " The people that walked in dark- 
ness have seen a great light; they that dwell in the land 
of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light whined." 
(Is. ix. 2.) *^ I will also give thee for a light to the 
Gentiles, (almost the words of Simeon in my text), that 
thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth." 
(Is. xlix. 6.) *' ITiat Christ (saith Paul, describing the 
topics of his preaching. Acts xxvl. 23,) should suffer, and 
that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, 
and should show light unto the people, and to the 
Gentiles.** 

Let us now mark the connexion of the other term, 
" glory," with the redemption of Israel in the latter day. 
*^ Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
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Lord is risen upon thee." (Is. Ix. 1 .) '^ His glory shall 
be seen upon thee." (Ver. 2.) " The Lord shall be to 
thee an everlasting light, and 'thy God thy glory. ^* 
(Ver. 19.) " The Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, 
and all kings thy glory'* (Is. Ixii. 2.) " I, saith the 
Lord, will be unto (Jerusalem) a wall of fire round about, 
and will be the glOry in the midst of her." (Zech. ii. 5.) 
** In that day shall the branch of the Lord be beauty and 
glory .... for them that are escaped of Israel." (Is. iv. 2.) 
^^ In that day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown of 
glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his 
people." (Is. xxviii. 5.) " When the Lord shall build up 
Zion, he shall appear in his glory.** (Ps. cii. 16.) 

The uniformity of the phraseology, in both cases, is 
very remarkable; and, I believe, the application of these 
terms is never reversed. ^^ A light to lighten the GenlileSj 
and the glory of thy people Israel." 

And now, my brethren, may we not appeal also to facts, 
as stamping this same character of light, rather than 
glory, on the dispensation of the Gospel, in these " times 
of the Gentiles ?" God forbid, that we should disparage 
our peculiar mercies. Compare the present with the 
former dispensation, and we may well call it, with the 
apostle (2 Cor. iii. 9), a ministration of glory. But God 
forbid also, that we should shut our eyes against the 
prospect of yet brighter glories, a meridian splendor of 
Gospel light and blessing, to be revealed when the 
beloved people shall be gathered in. Observe, we are 
arguing, here, for no new dispensation (new, that is, in its 
essential characters), when Israel shall be saved. The 
same Saviour, the same Gospel, that is now a light to us, 
shall be the glory to them. The very terms here used 
may lead us to this. Light and glory differ not in their 
nature, but in intensity. Glory is light perfected : light 
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beaming forth in its own unmixed, unsullied purity. We 
look not, then, as some, for any essentially new dispen- 
sation. But this we say^ that the history of the Christian 
Church, hitherto, is a proof that light j rather than ghry, 
is the distinguishing feature of the Gospel dispensation, 
during the period of the Gentiles' exclusive enjoyment 
of it. 

The Sun of Righteousness arose, indeed, on a benighted 
world, oh ! with what Divine beauty, what cheering 
lustre, in the morning of the Gospel day ! the ^^ VVord of 
the Lord" had " free course," and was ^^ glorified." But 
how soon did the clouds of error, superstition, and 
delusion, obscure its glory. Yes, before ever the canon 
of revelation was closed, was that note of alarm sounded, 
** Even now are there many Antichrists.^^ (1 John ii. 18.) 
The heresies of Arius, and others, eat out the vitals of Chris- 
tianity, in the first centuries. The delusions of Mahomet, 
that *^ smoke out of the bottomless pit," that is expressly 
described (Rev. ix. 2), as darkening the sun and air, 
succeeded, and quickly overspread the Churches of the 
East. At the same time Popery poured its baneful night 
of superstition over the West ; so that, for ages, the light of 
the Gospel barely existed, among a very small and perse- 
cuted remnant. The blessed light of the Reformation 
did much, through mercy, to dispel the gloom. But still 
it was a light struggling with much surrounding dark- 
ness. Neology, that coward mask of infidelity, has well 
iiigh extinguished it, within three centuries, in the very 
places where it was kindled. It languishes, even in our 
highly favored land. The numberless sects and divisions 
that exist among us, at least deprive it of any character 
like glory. And, how long it may be destined to with- 
stand the combined blasts of infidelity and Popery, none 
of us can tell. 
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Look again at the success of the Gospel in the world at 
large. The result is still the same. It is a dispensation 
of light, rather than glory. After 1,800 years, vast tracts 
of the habitable globe are yet to be evangelized. The 
Gospel is (as our Lord himself accurately characterized 
it) "a witness to all nations;" a testimony which some 
credit, and which more reject. Never, except in the 
first dawn of the Gospel day, has it come with that glory 
of power, through the Spirit, that " as soon as " the 
nations " heard'' of Jesus, they should ^^ obey him J' 

No, my brethren, these times are yet future. Ask 
those who are most deeply versed in prophecy, and how- 
ever much they differ in many respects, they will tell 
you, with one voice, that the appointed time for Israel's 
conversion is also the date of Antichrist's destruction; 
the season when " the earth shall be filled with the know- 
ledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea.'* (Habak. ii. 14.) O then. Come that glorious day, 
which our sins, our prejudices, our wrongs to Israel, have 
so long delayed; when the Lord shall arise, and have 
mercy upon Zion, and shall be the glory of his people 
Israel : when " the light of the moon shall be as the light 
of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as 
the light of seven days." (Is. xxx. 26.) When the 
Lord's " rest shall be glory'' (Is. xi. 10.) 

We are, further, to consider Christ, as he is set forth, in 
the latter part of my text, 

II. The glory of his people Israel. 

Such he is, evidently, to be to them, a^ Israel; a people 
that have ever been distinguished, since the days of Abra- 
ham unto this day, from the nations of the earth. If 
this be not so; — if, on their becoming Christians, they 
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are to be lost among the kindreds of the people, then 
was the coming of their King Messiah, (indeed, the very- 
name of king was, in such case, a mockery), then, I say, 
was his coming, nationally considered, the direst calamity 
that ever befel them. It was the signal for their ^wa/ 
and irremediable destruction, as a people ; though (strange 
to say) they have been, hitherto, miraculously preserved, 
a marked and separate people, notwithstanding that they 
have been scattered into every region under heaven. 
And yet, say some, they are to be converted to Christ, 
and then, forsooth, we are to hear no more of them. The 
** name of Israel" shall *^ no more be remembered." Nay, 
my brethren, the Lord's thoughts are not so towards his 
people. " If," saith God (Jer. xxxi. 36), speaking of the 
perpetual ordinances of the sun for a light by day, and 
the moon by night, " if those ordinances depart from 
before me, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from 
being a nation before me for ever." Never were words 
more strong, or more express. *^ He that scattered Israel 
will gather him, and keep him as a shepherd doth his 
yiock." (Jer. xxxi. 10.) He has been, for ages, the 
reproach and shame of his guilty, yet not forgotten 
people ; yet " beloved for the Fathers' sakes ;" (Romans 
xi. 28) ; and he will be their " glory" He will glorify 
them; and they shall glory in him; and this glory shall 
be seen, and shared, and rejoiced in, by all the earth. 

But, to come to a few particulars, in which I will 
endeavour to be as brief as possible. *^ The Lord shall be 
the glory of his people Israel," 

1. In what he will do, spiritually y in them. 

2. In what he will do, gloriously, for them. 

3. In what he will do, instrument ally y hy them. 
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1. In what he will do, spiritually ^ in them. It is Christ, 
as the salvation of God, who is here set forth as Israel's 
glory. Never will anything but disgrace and misery rest 
upon them, until they know him, and receive him, in this 
peculiar character. O, if I happen to be speaking, this 
evening, before any of the seed of Abraham, who are yet 
strangers to Jesus, and prejudiced against him, let me 
beseech you, my friends, as you desire the fulfilment of 
those glorious things that are laid up for you in the pro* 
mises of God, consider what need you have of exactly 
such a Saviour as Jesus is. Whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, we are sinners before God *, and, as such, we need 
the blood of Christ as an atonement ; his righteousness, 
to give us acceptance in the sight of a holy God; his 
Spirit, whereby he saves his people from that worst of all 
enemies, that deepest of all miseries — sin. It was the 
grand error of the Jews of old, that they looked for a 
temporal, instead of a spiritual deliverer, who should turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob ; and the same veil of. igno* 
ranee respecting their real necessities, and, therefore, of 
prejudice against Jesus as a crucified Saviour, yet lies 
upon them. But it shall not be always so. Israel shall 
** turn to the Lord," and the *' veil shall be taken away." 
(2 Cor. iii. 16.) The wonders of matchless wisdom, love, 
and power, connected with the cross of Christ, (that great 
stumbling block to the Jewish mind,) shall be made ap- 
parent; and Jesus, the sorrowing, stiffering, dying. 
Saviour, shall, in these very particulars, be, eminently, 
" the glory of his people Israel." " God forbid," will 
then be their language, " that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." (Gal. vi. 14.) 

To this end, the Lord will pour out upon them, as he 
has promised, a spirit of deep humiliation ; of bitter re- 
pentings, and self-loathing for all their sins ; and, espe- 
cially, for that dreadful sin of crucifying the Lord of 
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glory. " I will pour upon the house of David, and upon 
the inhaUtants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of 
supplications^ and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and shall mourn for him as one moumeth 
for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him as one 
that is in bitterness for his first-bom. In that day shall 
there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, .... and the 
land shall mourn, every family apart." (Zech. xii. 10— 1 2.) 
My brethren, this is the first, best glory that Jesus can he 
to a poor sinner, when his spirit is in him, a spirit of 
" godly sorrow, working repentance unto salvation, not to 
be repented of." For, mark what immediately follows. 
Zech. xiii. 1. ^Mn that day there shall be a fountain 
opened to the house of David, and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, for sin, and for uncleanness." Here, you see, 
is fresh glory of Christ to his people Israel. He is a foun- 
tain in which they wash away their sins, and are clean. 
Yes, remembered sin, acknowledged sin, is pardoned sin. 
*^ I said, I will confess, .... and thou forgavest." 
(Psalm xxxii. 6.) To the gift of repentance is added 
faith; faith in Jesus crucified by them, and yet, (oh, 
matchless love!) crucified /or them. " His blood cleanses 
them from all sins ;" and " by him all that believe," yes, 
the very seed of his rejecters and murderers, " are justified 
from all things." (1 John i. 7 ; Acts xiii. 39.) Then that 
rich promise shall be realized in them, the fulness of 
which is Israel's own, Ezek. xxxvi. 25, and following, 
" Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall 
be clean | from all your filthiness, and from all your idols 
will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and 
a new spirit will I put within you ; and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a 
heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my 
judgments, and do them. And ye shall dwell in the land 
that I gave to your fathers j (this shows, at once, to whom 
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the promise in its fulness belongs) ; and ye shall be my 
people, and I will be your God. I will also save you from 
all your uneleannesses." Thus will Christ, by the renew- 
ing grace of his Spirit, be, in that day, *^ the glory of his 
people Israel." And, if you turn to the xiith chapter of 
Isaiah's Prophecy, and compare it with the preceding, you 
will see that the Lord, (greatly delighting, as it were, in 
the prospect) has already prepared there the song which 
his ransomed Israel shall sing — a song which he now puts 
in the mouth of every pardoned and redeemed sinner. 
" In that day thou shalt say, O Lord, I will praise thee : 
though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned 
away, and thou comfortedst me. Behold, God is my sal- 
vation : I will trust, and not be afraid ; for the Ijord Je- 
hovah is my strength and my song ; he also is become my 
salvation.'* So again, in the Ixist chapter, we find the 
same people (see the preceding verse) glorying in Christ. 
**I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall be 
joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the gar- 
ments of salvation ; he hath covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with orna- 
ments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels." 
Here we find, still, it is the Lord as their salvation, and 
righteousness, that is " the glory of his people Israel.'* 
The very name by which he is to be known among them 
as their king, when ^^ in his days Judah shall be saved, 
and Israel shall dwell safely," is, *^ Jehovah our righteous- 
ness,** (Jer. xxiii. 6.) Moreover, the Lord will be the 
spiritual glory of his people, in the establishment with 
them of the Gospel covenant, the terms of which are 
specified, Jer. xxxi., and which is there expressly set 
forth as the national covenant, that is to be made, in the 
latter days, "tvith the house of Israel, and with the house 
of Judahr Christ, the substance of that covenant, in its 
" mercy, grace, and peace, its promises of Divine com- 
munion and sanctifying knowledge, will reveal himself in 
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the midst of Israel in all his fulness, so as his riches have 
never been known before, even by his believing people. 
*^ They shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and 
shall flow together to the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, 
and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock 
and of the herd; and their soul shall be as a watered 

garden, and they shall not sorrow any more at all 

And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and 
my people shall be satisfied with my goodness, saith the 
Lord." (Jer. xxxi. 12, 14.) Once more — Christ shall be 
*^ the glory of his people Israel," 

2. In what he will do, gloriously^ for them. I mean, in 
a way of temporal and national blessings. And these, 
again, are threefold. 

(1.) Restoration to their own land. 

(2.) Destruction of all their enemies. 

(3.) Unexampled height of prosperity and glory. 

(1.) Restoration to their own land is connected with 
their national conversion to Christ ; whether preceding, or 
following it, events only can determine. Our Lord, 
speaking of the desolations of Jerusalem, expressly assigns 
a limit to them. (Luke xxi. 24.) *^ Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, .until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled." And, throughout the prophetjical 
books, those which were penned after the captivity in 
Babylon, as well as prior to that event, predictions of the 
return of Israel and Judah, both, to their own land, are as 
full as they are numerous ; and delivered in terms which 
it is quite impossible to apply to anything which has yet 
befalkn them. " Behold,'^ God says by Jeremiah, chap. 
xxxi. 37 — 41, " I will gather them out of all countries 
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whither I have driven them, in mine anger, and in my 
fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them a^ain 
unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely. 
And they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 
And I will give them one heart, and one way, that they 
may fear me for ever, for the good of them, and of their 
children after them. And I will make an everlasting 
covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, 
to do them good ; but I will put my fear into their hearts, 
that they shall not depart from me. Yea, I will rejoice 
over them to do them good, and / will plant them in this 
land, assuredly, with my whole heart, and with my whole 
soul.'* These are, evidently, Gospel times 5 and here you 
see, how these clusters of spiritual blessings, which we now 
enjoy, grow out of their olive-tree. Take them in their 
completeness, and they are Israel's own. Again, God 
speaks by Joel, chap. iii. 17, " So shall ye know that I am 
the Lord your God, dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain 5 
then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers 
pass through her any morej* Again, by Amos, chap. 
ix. 16, *^ And I will plant them upon their land, and they 
shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have 
given them, saith the Lord thy God.'* We cannot be at 
any loss to determine, to what period of Israel's history 
promises like these belong. But, of all testimonies,*^ that 
by Ezekiel, chap, xxxvii. 21 — 28, taken in its connexion 
with the preceding context, is most explicit, nay, to my 
own mind, irresistible. The Prophet, in the early part of 
the chapter, has been foretelling the resurrection of the 
" dry bones," which, saith God, ** are the whole house of 
Israel" Further, by the union of the two sticks in his 
hand, which symbolized, one the house of Judah, the other 
that of Israel, he has been showing the future union of 
those then divided kingdoms. Then follow these remark- 
able words : " Say unto them. Thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among the 
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heathen whither they be gone, and will gather them on 
every side, and bring them into their own land. And I 
will make them one nation in the land, upon the mountains 
of Israel, and one king shall be king to them all ; and 
they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be 
divided into two nations any more at all. Neither shall 
they defile themselves any more with their idols, nor with 
their detestable things, nor with any of their transgres- 
sions; but I will save them out of all their dwelling- 
places wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse them. 
So shall they be my people, and I will be their God. And 
David my servant shall be king over them, and they all 
shall have one shepherd. They shall also walk in my 
judgments, and observe my statutes, and do them. And 
they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob 
my servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt; and they 
shall dwell therein, even they, and their children, and their 
children's children, for ever; and my servant David shall 
be their prince for ever. Moreover^ I will make a cove- 
nant of peace with them ; it shall be an everlasting cove- 
nant with them : and I will place them, and multiply 
them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them, for 
evermore. My tabernacle also shall be with them; yea, I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people. And the 
heathen shall know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel, 
when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for 
evermore." If this be not a promise of national restora-' 
tion, and such a restoration as has never yet been vouch- 
safed them, I know not how a promise of it could be 
given. (Compare Zech. xiv. 9 — 11.) Note, again, 

(2.) The destruction of all Zion's enemies. God forbid, 
my brethren, that we, or any of our seed, should, through 
prejudice, or indifference to her welfare, be numbered 
among them. The concurrent voice of prophecy foretels 
a signal and most tremendous overthrow, in the day of 
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Israel's salvation, to the enemies of God and his people. 
*' Behold in those days, and in that time, when I shall 
bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will 
also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the 
valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there, for 
my people and my heritage Israel, whom they have scat- 
tered among the nations, and parted my land. Let the 
heathen be wakened, and corne up to the valley of 
Jehoshaphat, for there will I sit to judge all the 
heathen round about. Multitudes, multitudes, in the 
valley of decision; for the day of the Lord is near, in the 
valley of decision." (Joel iii. 1, 12, 14. Compare Zeph. 
iii. 8, and Zech. x. 5, and xii. 2, 3.) Then that great con- 
troversy that is now going on in the earth, the struggle 
between light and darkness, between the children of God 
on the one hand, and Satan and his seed, the combined 
hosts of infidelity and Popery, on the other, shall be 
brought to a glorious decision. ^* Great Babylon" shall 
" come into remembrance before God." Antichrist in 
every form shall be destroyed. Satan himself shall be 
bound for the thousand years ; and the Lord himself, the 
King in Zion, shall plead the cause of his people, and take 
vengeance on their opposers. " And they shall be as 
mighty men, which tread down their enemies in the mire 
of the streets in the battle ; apd they shall fight, because 
the Lord is with them, and the riders on horses shall be 
confounded." (Zech. x. 5.) Note, again, 

(3.) ^n unexampled height of prosperity and glory, 
which the Lord will procure to them. As their depth of 
national degradation, their cup of misery and cursing, has 
far exceeded, for ages, that of any other people under 
heaven, so shall also their national glory and blessedness, 
when " the Lord shall comfort Zion, and shall build her 
waste places/' " For their shame they shall have double, 
and for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion ; 
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therefore, in their land they shall possess the double; 
everlasting joy shall be unto them. Their seed shall be 
known among the Gentiles, and their offspring among 
the people; all that see them shall acknowledge them, 
that they are the seed which the Lord hath blessed.^' (Isa. 
Ixi. 7> 9-) " It shall be to me a name of joy, a praise, 
and an honor, before all the nations of the earth, which 
shall hear all the good that I do unto them; and they 
shall fear and tremble, for all the goodness, and for all 
the prosperity, that I procure unto it." (Jer. xxxiii. 9.) 
My brethren, the difficulty here is, to know "where to end, 
in selecting from among those refreshing testimonies that 
are perpetually reiterated, in prophecy, to the happiness 
and glory that are in store for Israel. (Compare Isa. liv. 
and Ixv. \7, to the end. Jer. xxx. to xxxiii.) 

* 
And, then, the crown of all their glory will be, the Lord 

himself among them, their Saviour King. " I will be the 
glory, in the midst of her." ** Lo, I come, and I will 
dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lord." (Zech. ii. 6, 10.) 
There shall be a special sense of his presence with his 
restored people, in a manner of which we have now little 
conception, and, therefore, not a little disagreement. 
Probably it will be very different from the expectations of 
any of us ; but the glorious fact, let us understand the 
precise mode of its fulfilment how we may, remains un- 
questionable. " The Lord shall reign over them in Mount 
Zion," (Micah iv. 7j) " and they shall call Jerusalem his 
throne." (Jer. iii. 17.) **And he shall sit upon the 
throne of his father David, and he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there shall 
be no end ;" — (Luke i. 32, 33.) that kingdom which is 
** righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." 
(Rom. xiv. 17.) Then the " feeble " among his people 
" shall be as David, and the house of David shall be as 
God, as the angel of the Lord before them." (Zech. xii. 8.) 
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" In that day shall there be, upon the bells of the horses. 
Holiness unto the Lord/' (Zech. xiv. 20.) **Then," saith 
God, Isa. Ix. 175 "I will also make thy officers peace, 
and thine exactors righteousness.'* ** Then the moon 
shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, (all former 
spiritual privileges put to shame by the comparison, 
when the light is succeeded by the glory,) when the 
Lord of hosts shall reign in Mount Zion, and in Jeru- 
salem, and before his ancients, gloriously*'* (Isa. xxiv. 23.) 

There remains yet one more particular, wherein the 
Lord Christ will be " the glory of his people Israel." 

3. In what he will do, instrumentally, by them. The 
Christian Church has been strangely supine, strangely 
jealous, as respects her Jewish brethren ; and, truly, she 
has reaped the fruits of her sin and folly. She has for- 
saken her own mercies ; mercies, the communication of 
which awaits the graffing in again of the ancient people 
of God 5 and, in our pride and self-conceit, we have lost 
sight of this great truth. The single testimony of Saint 
Paul, (Rom. xi.) is decisive on this point. ** If,'* he says, 
*^ the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the 
diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles, how much 
more their fulness. If the casting away of them be the 
reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them 
be, but LiFB FROM THE DEAD ?" Surcly, expressions like 
these justify the largest anticipations of blessings to the 
Gentiles, in connexion with Israel's conversion to God. 
Moreover, prophecy distinctly teaches us, that these 
blessings are not only connected with that event in re- 
spect of time, but that they are to flow to us through 
their instrumentality. They have, already, the gloiy of 
having received the lively oracles, to give unto us. ** Out 
of Zion went forth the law, and the Word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem." Out of Zion came the great Redeemer 
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of men. Out of Zion went forth the first heralds of the 
Gospel, to evangelize the nations. The Gentile Church 
is built upon the foundattott/ p£ Jewish apostles, and 
Jewish prophets \ Jc^siyj Oaxv^^ himstlf a Jew, being the 
chief corner-stone* Already-, then, it is their glory, that 
they have communicated to us all we have, of spiritual 
light and joyj and, however reluctant we may be to 
admit the truth, it appears clear, from the tenor of pro- 
phecy, and from the results of missionary labors, that it 
shall yet be their peculiar glory, to achieve the universal 
triumphs of the Gospel of Christ over all the nations of 
the earth. Then, when God has given rest to Zion, 
^* Then," he says, ^^ will I turn to the people (or peoples, 
U^ISV) ft pure language, tha^ they may all call upon the 
name of the Lord, to serve him with one consent. From 
beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, my suppliants, even the 
daughters of my dispersed, shall bring my offering,^' 
(Zeph. iii. 9, 10.) ^* Living waters" are to " go out from 
Jerusalem.*' . . . . *^ And the liord shall be King over all the 
earth : in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name 
one." (Zech. xiv. 8, 9. Compare Ezek. xlvii. 1 — 12.) 
Thus, in ^tww^-fi^ns^^.in the seed of Abraham are all 
nations of the^aWh to be blessed. Their conversion to 
the faith of Christ, that Messig-h whom they have so long 
rejected, and blasphemed, attended (as it probably will 
be) with miraculous interpositions of God on their beh^j^ 
will be turned, in the infinite mercy of God, into the sal- 
vation of an admiring world. *^ The Lord hath comforted 
his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord hath 
made bitt>e. his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations ; and \ 

all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our , 

God." (Isa.lii. 10. Compare Ps. xcviii. -3.) "Thou shalt / 

arise, and have mercy upon Zion ; . . . . (Psalm cii. 13, 15,) 
So the heaiJh^^ shJill fear the name of the Lord, and all 
the kings of the earth thy glory." It has been well ob- 
served, that the very dispersion of Israel through the 
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ISAIAH LXIV. 1—4. 



Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens^ that thou nouldest come 
down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence ; 

{As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to. 
boil;) to make thy name known to thine adversaries^ that the 
nations may tremble at thy 'presence ! 

When thou didst terrible things which we looked not for, thou earnest 
down, the mountains flowed down at thy presence. 

For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor 
perceived by the ear, neither hath tJie eye seen, O God, besides 
thee, what he hath prepared for him that waitethfor him. 

This and the preceding chapter must be considered as 
forming one unbroken chain of prophecy. In the opening 
of it Messiah is introduced returning in triumph from his 
conflict against the enemies of the Church ; and in reply 
to the inquiries of the prophet, he describes the terrible 
nature of that conflict, which was to issue in vengeance 
upon his enemies, and salvation to his people. The two- 
fold result of the contest he thus declares ; — The day of 
vengeance is in my hearty and the year of my redeemed i* 
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come. And he follows it with an expression of his deter- 
mination to proceed with his awful work of judgment^ till 
the salvation of his Church shall be completed in the 
destruction of her enemies. 

But in the midst of this joy and triumph the prophet^ 
or the Church whom he represents, turns an eye of in- 
quiring pity upon God's ancient people, as if conscious on 
the one hand, that the consummation must be left incom- 
plete unless the tribes of Israel be associated in the blessing, 
or anxious on the other to seize the occasion which such' 
a season of glorious jubilee presented, of interceding for 
that remarkable people, once so high in privilege, but 
now so desolate in ruin. / wiU mention the loving-Mnd- 
nesses of the Lord, and the praises of the Lord, according 
to all that the Lord hath bestowed on us, and the great 
goodness towards the house of Israel^ which he hath 
bestowed on them according to his mercies, and according 
to the multitude of his loving-kindnesses. The history of 
these loving-kindnesses is then briefly recapitulated, from 
the time when God took them into covenant with him, 
and became their Saviour, through the various manifesta- 
tions of his power in their behalf, by which he bore them 
and carried them all the days of old, — till, in consequence 
of thier rebelling and vexing his Holy Spirit, he was 
turned to be their enemy, and fought against them. This 
is doubtless to be understood of that long series of provo- 
cations and rebellions, which was consummated in their 
crucifying the Lord of glory. Then the God of Abraham 
was turned to be their enemy — ^no longer a chastening 
father, correcting his people in measure, and so healing 
their backslidings, and bringing them back to himself; 
but casting them off in righteous indignation, and pur- 
suing them with the fierceness of his wrath. From that 
day to this he has been fighting against them ; and the 
sufferings and sorrows, the desolations and oppressions of 
eighteen centuries can receive no other explanation than 
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this, (and more than this is not needed,) that they are the 
terrible fulfilment of this denunciation of the prophet. 

Yet, in the verses immediately following (11 — 14), 
Jehovah himself,. as it should seem, is represented as look- 
ing upon them in their low estate, and calling to mind his 
former mercies to their nation : T^en he remembered the 
days of ''old: Or, perhaps, we may more properly refer 
this to the Jews : They remembered^ or the house of Israel 
(mentioned before) remembered the days of old; and this 
recollection awiakens in their minds a mournful comparison 
between their departed glories and their present humilia- 
tion, and leads to an anxious inquiry, Where is the God of 
their fathers, who had wrought such wonders for them In 
former times? Assuredly, his arm is not shortened that it 
cannot save; but why is his loving-kindness withdrawn 
from them, and why has he cast them oiF, as it seems, for 
ever? 

Whatever view we take of this part of the subject, it 
brings us to the same result, and that is prayer. The 
despair engendered by the feeling of present misery is 
counteracted by the hope awakened by the remembrance 
of ancient mercies; and this encourages them to take 
with them words, and return to the Ltord their God, that 
having /a/Z?/} by their iniquity j they may be recovered by 
free grace and compassion, and restored to the privileges 
of Abraham's children. From verse 15 of the 63d chap- 
ter to the close of the succeeding, is contained the earnest 
supplication of the Jewish people, prepared for their use 
by the Spirit of God, and ready to be poured forth from 
the anxious hearts of one inquiring Israelite after another, 
as they are successively awakened by divine grace to a 
sense of their spiritual desolation, and the veil is just 
beginning to fall from them, as their hearts turn to the 
Lord. (2 Cor. iii. 16.) In this prayer, so every way 
iriteresting and remarkable, is included every topic, and 
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argument, and appeal^ calculated to move the fatherly 
compassions of Him who has condescended to record it of 
himself, in reference to an occasion less affecting than the 
present, that his soul was grieved for the misery of Israel. 
(Judges X. 16.) Now he is called upon to look downfrom 
heaven upon the ruins of his own sanctuary; and when 
his holy cities are a wilderness^ and Zion is a wilderness, 
and Jerusalem a desolation^ it is asked in a strain of 
appeal irresistibly touching, Where is thy zeal and thy 
strength'-^the sounding of thy bowels^ and of thy mercies 
towards us ? Wilt thou refrain thyself for these things, 
O Lord ? Wilt thou hold thy peace, and ctfflict us very 
sore? (Ch. Ixiii. 15, 18; Ixiv. 10, 12.) 

Of this earnest prayer, hereafter to be offered up when 
the time shall be come for God to have mercy upon Zion, 
the text forms an important part. It comprehends two 
distinct topics, which may be profitably considered in 
their order : — 

I. There is a mighty and glorious manifestation 
OF Jehovah prayed for on behalf of his ancient 
people. 

II. The prayer is enforced by a twofold plba, 

DRAWN FROM THEIR FORMER MERCIES, AND THEIR PRESENT 
NEED. 

May God the Holy Spirit graciously vouchsafe so to 
manifest to us the wisdom of God in a mystery, that we 
may experience the power of his grace for ourselves, and 
be moved with tender compassionybr the misery of Israeli 

I. Let us consider the manifestation here prayed 
FOR. Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou 
wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down 
at thy presence ; {as when the melting fire bumeth, the 
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fire causeth the waters to boil;) to make thy name known 
to thine adversaries^ that the nations may tremble at thy 
presence ! 

When Jehovah is called upon thus to magnify his 
power by rending the heavens, and coming down for the 
deliverance of his people, the language employed naturally 
directs our attention to the difficulties which stand in the 
way of that deliverance ; and the removal of these diflScul- 
ties is intimated by the mountains flowing down at his 
presence. The same figurative language is used by another 
prophet, to represent the obstacles opposed to the estab- 
lishment of the Jews in their own land after their return 
from the Babylonian captivity : TFho art thou, O great 
mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shall become a plain. 
(Zech. XV. 7)- Now, the captivity of their nation in 
Babylon, and the grinding oppression they suffered there, 
were but a kind of figure and visible representation of the 
more terrible and more enduring spiritual captivity under 
which they have now been groaning for eighteen cen- 
turies ; and, therefore, the language which was appro- 
priate for describing the hopelessness of restoration from 
the one, is at least equally so in reference to the other. 
Great mountains of difficulty stand in the way of the 
conversion and spiritual restoration of the Jews. 

The nature of this difficulty needs neither length nor 
depth of investigation. The general prejudice of the 
Jews against Christianity, inflamed as it has been by the 
injuries they have experienced from Christians; the pre- 
judice of Christians also against the Jews, by which they 
have been led to regard them as a people whose conver- 
sion it was hopeless to attempt ; the distinct and separate 
character of the people, as not reckoned among the 
nations, and clinging to their individuality, and therefore 
resisting and rejecting whatever would have a tendency 
to melt them down into the common mass of mankind ; 
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these and other kindred circumstances are so many 
elements in the case, which exercise respectively a subordi- 
nate influence to swell the amount of difficulty connected 
with this object : but any thing so merely circumstantial 
must not be admitted as constituting the grand impedi- 
ment, the mountains iXidit are to flow c/oti;?!, before Jehovah 
can make his name known in the full characters of grace 
and salvation by the conversion of his ancient people. 
We must look to nothing less than the appalling fact, that 
the heart of the whole nation has a veil upon it, and is 
sealed up in unbelief, in ignorance, hardness of heart, and 
contempt of God's word, — and this by the righteous judg- 
ment of God himself, visiting upon them the iniquity of 
their fathers, and executing to the very letter their fathers' 
fearful imprecation. His blood be upon us and upon our 
children / And, therefore, the Jewish people themselves, 
when presented before us in this earnest supplication as 
mourning over their nation's miseries, and just opening 
their eyes to discern the true nature and cause of those 
miseries, trace them up to this judicial blindness as their 
legitimate source, O Lord, why hast thou made us to err 
from thy ways, and hardened our heart from thy fear f 
(Ch. Ixiii. 17.) 

Here, then, is a mountain of great and appalling diffi- 
culty standing in our way, when we attempt to convert 
the Jews to the faith of the Gospel ; and they who were 
best enabled to appreciate its magnitude from having 
experienced its influence upon their own hearts, are repre- 
sented as calling upon God himself to rend the heavens 
and come down — to vouchsafe such an interposition on 
their behalf as the greatness of the occasion demanded — to 
bring the resources of Omnipotence itself to bear upon the 
desolations of his chosen people, and with a mighty hand 
and stretched out arm to achieve that deliverance for 
them which it was far beyond any created power to ac- 
complish, and which seemed to require an extraordinary * 
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working even of the almighty power of God. As when 
the hard heart of the Philippian jailor was to be roused 
from the sleep of deaths and melted into the obedience of 
faithj the midnight earthquake that was to prepare the 
way for that gracious consummation shook the very foun- 
dations of the prison, and threw open all its doors ; so 
when the heart of the Jewish nation is to be turned to the 
Lord, and the fetters of their spiritual captivity to be broken, 
the occasion so glorious in itself, and so pregnant with 
universal blessing, calls for the shaking, not of the earth 
only J hut also heaven ; and God himself must come (as it 
were) out of his place to roll away the stone fropi their 
sepulchre of death, and break in pieces the barriers that 
oppose their spiritual resurrection, and overturn the 
mountains through which they are to return to the Lord 
their God, and to the Church from which they have so 
long been broken off. A twofold exercise of this mighty 
power of God is intimated in the language of the text. 

(1) It has reference to the adversaries of God; and 
his Providence is to work mightily, to make his name 
known to his adversaries, that the nations may tremble at 
his presence. But what nations and what adversaries are 
referred to ? If we glance at the typical circumstance, 
the deliverance from Babylon, which was the figure of the 
greater redemption now under consideration, we know the 
^terrible things and the righteous judgments by which 
God avenged himself upon the idols of Babylon, and com- 
missioned Cyrus as his shepherd, to build his city, and let 
go his captives not for price noK reward, (Isai. xlv. 13.) 
And as in the grace and greatness of the deliverance, 
so also in the terrors of the accompanying judgments shall 
the one event be more than the counterpart of the other. 
The manifestation of God's mercy to his ancient people, . 
and through them to the world, is to be accompanied 
with desolating judgments upon the enemies of his Church. 
These enemies, in the opening of this division of the 
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prophecy, are comprehensively included under the general 
name of Edom as their representative, because the con^ 
duct of the children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem's 
affliction, when they cried. Base it, rase it, even to the 
foundations thereof, furnished the pattern^ and breathed 
the very spirit, of those adversaries of Christ and his 
Church, who, under the various names and forms of Anti- 
christ, oppose that glorious triumph of his Gospel, of 
which Israel's conversion shall constitute a signal and 
crowning part. And, as here the Messiah is introduced 
returning victorious from Edom, having trodden them in 
his anger, and trampled them in his fury, and all his rai- 
ment stained with the blood of his foes ; so, in the final 
triumph of his cause, when the trumpet of the seventh 
angel shall announce that the kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ, the 
Church, in her songs of praise and thanksgiving, hails it 
as the time, when God should not only give reward to his 
servants the prophets and the saints, and them that fear his 
name, but should also destroy them which destroy the earth. 
Thus mercy and judgment will be blended together in that 
awful consummation ; and when the Saviour shall come to 
be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe, his enemies will be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power. Jehovah's name will be made known 
at the same time to his adversaries in characters of ven- 
geance, and to his people as mighty to save ; and while 
the nations tremble at his presence, the language of his 
Church will be that of holy triumph, Lo, this is our God; 
we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the 
Lord ; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice 
in his salvation. 

(2) But the interposition of God's power called for in 
the text includes also the exercise of his grace, and this in 
reference to the Jews themselves. And it is nothing but 
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this that can accomplish the desired result of their con* 
version and in-gathering to the Church of Christ. All 
the judgments of his Providence can do nothing without 
it : all the vials of his wrath might be successively poured 
out upon the nations of the eart.h without one Jewish 
heart being turned to the Lord in consequence; and 
thus the prayer of the text would remain unanswered still. 
Terrors and judgments may destroy the adversaries of 
God, and shake the thrones of the oppressors of his 
people ; but in order to bless his people^ and turn their 
captivity, and bring them the desired deliverance, he 
must pour down grace into their souls, even as showers 
that water the earth, and so take aioay the stony heart out 
of ihAv flesh, and give them a heart of flesh. When this 
mighty working of God's spiritual power is put forth, then, 
indeed, the mountains flow down at his lyresence, as when 
the melting fire bumeth, and the fire causeth the waters 
to boil. When under the influence of this power the 
heart of the nation shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall 
be taken away. And the Lord is the Spirit. (2 Cor. iiu 
16, 17.)« Hitherto, as a nation, they have despised the 
Spirit's teaching, and resisted his strivings with their con- 
sciences, and so hardened their hearts from his fear : but 
when God shall come down to them in the fulness of his 
Spirit's power, and take from them their ignorance, hard- 
ness of heart, and contempt of his word, then will their 
eyes be opened to look upon him whom they have 
pierced, and they will see with wonder and amazement 
how awfully they have sinned in crucifying the Lord of 
glory ; they will come with weepvig, and with supplica- 
tions will he lead them; and they will seek and find in 
their long-rejected Messiah the fulfilment of the promises 
made to their fathers, even the great salvation so long and 
so plainly witnessed by the law and the prophets. 

This is the blessing which they pre-eminently stand in 
need of in their present state of humiliation and unbelief; 
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and this is that which in the fervent prayer of the text is 
sought for on behalf of the whole nation by the pious 
remnant, as we naay suppose, gathered in as the first- 
fruits to the Christian Church, and then looking out from 
their ark of refuge upon their unconverted brethren, tost 
upon the billows of error and delusion, and ready to be 
swallowed up in the gulph of perdition. Oh that thou 
wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down^ 
that the mountains might flow down at thy presence ! The 
spirit of the prayer is the same with that which the con* 
verted Apostle offered up for his brethren, My hearts 
desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be 
saved! 

Such being the prayer, let us consider in the next 
place, — 

IL Thb twofold plea bt which it is enforced. The 
spirit of it seems to be this,r— that though doubtless it was 
a great thing which they asked of God, it was not greater 
than he had already of his own accord done for them in 
the days of their fathers ; and whatever motives might 
have influenced him in those former interpositions for 
their nation, there was at least equal reason, nay much 
greater, why a similar interposition should be vouchsafed 
now ; for since the beginning of the world men had not 
heard nor understood what things God hath prepared for 
them that wait for him. 

To this view of the passage we are led by the comment 
incidentally furnished upon it by the Apostle Paul, in his 
first Epistle to the Corinthians, (ch. ii. 7 — lOi), where, 
speaking of the wisdom of God revealed in the Gospel, he 
says that none of the princes of this world knew it; for 
had they knowyi it, they would not have crucified the Lord 
of glory : But, as it is written. Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
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things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 
But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit. From 
this quotation it is clear, that the things spoken of are the 
riches of grace unfolded in the Gospel of Christ ; and 
then the connexion of the argument in - the prophet 
is. Thou camest down before in a wonderful manifestation 
of power at the giving of the law to our fathers : now, 
there is a louder call and a more pressing occasion for 
such manifestation, in order to recover us into the fuller 
grac^ of the Gospel. 

The plea set forth, then, directs our attention first, 

(L) To their former mercies. When thou didst terrible 
things which we looked not for^ thou camest down^ the 
mountains flowed down at thy presence. For, at the 
giving of the La^vr, Jkfount Sinai was jaltogether on a 
smoke J because the Lord descended upon it inflre. (Exod. 
xix. 18.) And this is only one point from which to take 
a view: of the terrible things which God did for his people 
on that occasion, when he assayed to go and take him a 
nation from the midst of another nation, and bring them 
nigh to himself in a covenant of peace: we must con- 
liect with it all his miracles in Egypt^ and the plagues 
with which he sinojte, their enemies, and the cleaving of a 
path through the. waters of the deep to be a way for the 
ransomed to pass over, but a grave to overwhelm their 
pursuers — and then again, his desolating judgments on 
the several natiops who opposed the Israelites in their 
journey through the wilderness, and the exterminating 
warfare by which he drove out the heathen with his hand, 
and planted his people in Canaan, — these were terrible 
things, which they had heard with their ears, and their 
fathers had told them, and of which they cherished the 
undying remembrance through succeeding generations, as 
a pledge that God would not cast off his people whom he 
foreknew. 
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And these were things which they looked not for : thejr 
were beyond all expectation^ and had never entered into 
their minds to desire or ask for. They sighed and cried 
by reason of their bondage in Egypt; but a deliverance so 
great; and a triumph so glorious^ they would not venture 
to hope for. God wrought it of his own accord^ of his 
free mercy, because he remembered the covenant which 
he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac, and 
confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law; and, therefore, 
with a mighty hand and stretched out arm, and with fury 
poured forth, he broke the fetters of their bondage, and 
betrothed them to himself amidst awful demonstrations of 
his glory, and said of them. Surely they are my people, 
children that will not lie : so he was their Saviour. In 
all their affliction he was afflicted, and the Angel of his 
presence sated them : in his love, and in his pity, he 
redeemed them, and he bare them, and carried them all 
the days of old. 

(2.) Now, this remembrance of God's former mercy to 
their nation might very naturally encourage a hope in the 
lowest extremity of their desolation, that the God of their 
fathers would again return to them in mercy, and raise 
them up from their destitute and forlorn condition. But 
the argument which is based upon it in the text goes 
farther than this, and grounds its appeal upon a compara- 
tive view of the magnitude of the objects proposed in the 
two cases. Is there not a cause, may the Jewish nation 
ask in her present afflicted state— w there not a cause, 
why we should call upon the God of Abraham for a mani- 
festation of himself, at least as great as that by which he 
interposed to bring our fathers from Egypt to Canaan ? 
For is not their present condition, estimated with reference 
to spiritual as well as worldly circumstances, as deplorable 
as the bondage in Egypt ? And is not the liberty to 
which they need to be redeemed, and the blessedness of 
Gospel privileges, immeasurably superior to the temporal 
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freedom and the earthly Canaan, which were purchased for 
thcfm with such a prodigality of miraculous operation ? 
Their bondage in Egypt was an iron furnace, and the 
greatness of their deliverance from it became a proverb to 
illustrate the glory of Jehovah as the God of Israel : but 
in all the history of his wonderful dealings with them, yea, 
since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor 
has heart conceived anything to be compared, either in 
the power of the working or the abundance of the grace, 
with that future blessing which God has in store for his 
people, and that better covenant and hope for which the 
text represents them as waiting. 

The immediate object of the former redemption was to 
bring them into a national covenant, to plant them in the 
good land of Canaan, and to distinguish them as his 
own people by outward privileges and advantages, as means 
to the higher end of spiritual blessings and everlasting 
salvation ; but the hope now set before them, and the 
object contemplated in the prayer of the text, is their 
adoption into a better covenant, established upon better 
promises. It is to bring them to the full participation 
and enjoyment of those good things, which eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man to conceive. The Law had a shadow of good things 
to come, and the pious Israelites under the Law saw the 
promises afar off, and were persuaded of them, and em- 
bra^ced them, and then died in faith, God having provided 
some better thing for us, that they without us should not 
be made perfect; and it is to bring the descendants of 
these ancient believers to the actual and complete enjoy- 
ment of that better thing as now revealed in the Gospel, 
that the prayers of the pious remnant are offered up, and 
the efforts of Christians are called forth, while the Church 
and world are waiting together for the glorious consum- 
mation. What shall the ?*eceiving of them be but life 
from the dead? 
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Other circumstances and incidental benefits, connected 
more or less immediately with this consummation, are 
omitted in this argument. The question of the restora-. 
tion of the Jews to their own land does not enter into it : 
the influence which the great event of their conversion 
may have upon the gathering in of the fulness of the 
Gentiles is not touched upon. It is the grand, the all- 
important matter of the conversion of the Jews themselves 
to the faith of Christ, for which their nation is repre- 
sented as groaning and travailing in pain together : and 
when we consider the character of that covenant of life 
from which hitherto they have been self-excluded, we see 
reason enough why they should long so earnestly and 
plead so importunately for it, as the one mercy which is 
all-sufScient for their national recovery and regeneration. 
For in this is included that inexhaustible treasury of 
blessings which God has from all eternity prepared for 
them that wait for him, or, as the Apostle quotes it, for 
them that love him: and the terms describe those who 
are enlightened by the teaching of the Holy Spirit of God 
to seek the rest of their souls in him, and so are made 
willing in the day of the Redeemer's power to receive him 
into their hearts as the hope of glory^ to submit themselves 
to the righteousness of God in him, and to accept thank- 
fully the salvation of grace, which was purchased by the 
great atonement of the Cross. , These blessings are spoken 
of as so infinitely great, that none but God himself was 
capable of conceiving them : Neither hath the eye seen, 
O God, BBsiBES THEE, whot he hath prepared for them 
that wait for him. They had heard with their ears of the 
wonders he had wrought for their fathers under the Law ; 
but those types and shadows fell far short of the wonderful 
realities of the Gospel. God had revealed them, indeed, 
in his word, and made them the subject of many a gra- 
cious prophecy and promise from the beginning of the 
world. But all this has been to them the wisdom of God 
in a mystery; and because they could not spiritually 
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discern it^ therefore it has been foolishness unto them. 
Buty says the Apostle, God hath revealed them unto us by 
his Spirit ; and when this revelation of the Spirit shall 
come in aid of the revelation of the word, by shining into 
their hearts y and giving them the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christy then they 
will have such an understanding of the gracious mystery 
as will fill them with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. 

Such, then, Christians, is the blessedness into which 
your Jewish brethren are to be introduced at their con- 
version ; and keeping this in view, it is a very powerful 
argument which the text ur^es, drawn from a considera- 
tion of the terrible things which God had done for them 
when he brought them out of Egypt. And it is no strange 
thing that they should ask as much now, when they are 
sighing to be delivered from a bondage not of 400, but of 
1,800 years, and that a;i iron bondage ^ which lays its 
heavy yoke upon their souls, and grinds them down 
under a grievous oppression, from which He only who is 
mighty to save can redeem them. They call upon him, 
therefore, to rend the heavens and come down^ to remove 
difficulties out of the way, and to manifest his presence, 
his power, and his grace, ia achieving for them that 
spiritual redemption, of which so glorious a type had been 
vouchsafed to their forefathers. And as the prayer which 
asks for this blessing is dictated by the Spirit of God him- 
self, so it is in entire consonance with the purposes and 
promises of God : he has declared that all Israel shall be 
saved ; that there shall come out of Zion the Deliverer ^ 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob ; that the 
veil shall be taken from their hearts, and they shall look 
upon their crucified Messiah, and mourn for him with a 
godly sorrow ; and this shall be repentance unto life. Let 
converted Gentiles and converted Jews unite in suppli- 
cation, that the Lord will hapten it in his time ! 
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And now^ my brethren, in conclusion, we have in the 
subject before us first of all, — 

I. ^n answer to all objections against the conversion of 
the Jews. The difficulties in the way of this work are 
supposed to be very great — so great, indeed, as to dis- 
courage hope and paralyse exertion. And great unques- 
tionably they are ; insomuch, that if we were attempting 
to overcome them by the operation of any power less 
than that which can rend the heavens, and break in pieces 
the mountains, it would justly expose us to the charge of 
folly and presumption. But go back to the days of 
Egypt, when the waters of the Red Sea divided before 
Israel, and the mountains flowed down at the presence of 
Jehovah. And neither is the Lord^s hand shortened that 
it cannot save, nor hi^ ear heavy that it cannot hear. 
Omnipotence is still the same, and is engaged again to 
bring redemption to Israel. No calculation of difficulties 
in the way can go beyond the magnitude of those recog- 
nised in the text : but faith is our supporting principle ; 
and faith enables us to believe that what he hcUh promised 
he is able also to perform. 

Amidst all the darkness, then, which overshadows the 
prospects of the friends of Israel, there is one gracious 
hope set before us in the text and the verse immediately 
following, which seems to gather strength even from 
despair. The good things of the Gospel are spoken of as 
prepared for those who wait for God; and it is added. 
Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness^ 
those that remember thee in thy ways. But such a hope as 
this is absolutely negatived by the facts of the case, 
because the Jews are represented as having their hearts 
hardened from the fear of God, and manifesting nothing 
of that disposition which he delights to meet and to bless : 
and, therefore, it follows. Behold, thou art wroth, for we 
have sinned! And what then ? Another consideration is 
immediately brought forward, specially to meet^ Jhe 
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despair thus induced ; and this is, God's continuance in 
his purposes of mercy : In those is continuance^ and tee 
shah be saved. All the course of Jehovah's past dealings 
with Israel, and all his purposes respecting them, are moving 
forward towards this blessed consummation ; and all the 
blindness and obstinate unbelief of the nation cannot turn 
back or turn aside the flowing tide of his mercy. The 
gifts and calling of God are without repentance. Behold^ 
said the Prophet, / have received commandment to bless ; 
and he hath blessed^ and I cannot reverse it. 

Do we ask, then, How can the Jews be converted? 
Our answer is. Omnipotence can do it. Do we ask. How 
shall they be converted ? We reply. The grace of God 
has ordained and promised, and will perform it In those 
is continuance, and they shall be saved. 

n. Holding out, then, such encouragement to our 
undertaking, the subject next appeals to our compassion 
on behalf of the Jews. It presents before us that re- 
markable people— beloved for the fathers' sakes, but ene- 
mies for our sakes — resting, indeed, at present in the 
stagnation of indifference and unbelief, but even thus 
appealing to our best feelings of compassion with their 
silent cry of misery, and expostulating in the spirit of 
their fathers' language. Is it nothing to you, all ye that 
pass by ? Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like 
unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the 
Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger. 
Behold and see, brethren, if ever nation presented such an 
afiecting spectacle of rejection from ancient privileges, 
degradation from national greatness, and of that utter 
desolation which has left them neither root nor branch ? 
And is it nothing to you. Gentiles ? Is it not a sight to 
stir up your bowels of compassion, and make them yearn 
over the aflliction of your elder brethren ? Is it a case for 
you to come and look on, and then pass by on the other 
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side? Oh, not so did the great Apostle of the Gentiles, 
who testifies that he had such great heaviness and conti^ 
nual sorrow in his heart on their account, that he could 
even have wished himself to be accursed from Christ for 
them. And what is his language to us ? / speak to yoUy 
Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I 
magnify mine office ; If by any means I may provoke to 
emulation them which are my flesh, and might save some 
of them. For if the casting away of them be the recon- 
ciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be but 
life from the dead ? So that the claims which their case 
presents upon our Christian compassion admirably fall 
in with the additional motives of zeal for the promised 
extension of the Church of God, and a regard to the deve- 
lopement of those high purposes of grace which God has 
yet in store for Israel. 

III. In conclusion, then, Christian brethren, let us un- 
derstand and appreciate the duty to which we are called, 
in relation to this wonderful people. That duty, clearly 
and undeniably, is to act in harmony with the prophetic 
intimations of the text, by endeavouring to bring into the 
fold of Christ the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And, 
viewing this duty as connected with the promised triumph 
of God's cause, if our cold and selfish hearts be indifferent 
towards the one and the other, there is matter enough for 
solemn consideration in the argument which Mordecai 
addressed to Queen Esther, to induce her to bestir herself 
for the deliverance of the Jews from temporal destruction : 
If thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall 
there enlargemefit and deliverance arise to the Jews from 
another place; but thou and thy father* s house shall be 
destroyed; and who knoweth whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this ? May we have grace to 
take our part in the work under a deep sense of our 
responsibility, and so escape the condemnation of those 
who stood on the other side, and looked on the day of 
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their brother Jacob in the day that he became a stranger^ 
arid rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day of 
their destruction^ and spoke proudly in the day of distress ! 
(Obadiah 1 1, 12.) 

Finally, We make this appeal to you on behalf of 
Israel, in the name of Him who sprang out ofJudah^ and 
was the Son of Davidy and the Seed qf Abraham, in 
whom aH the families of the earth are to be blessed. He 
loved us and gave himself for us. To that unspeakable 
love we trace up every blessing and every hope, which 
we enjoy as Christians ; and every motive of gratitude to 
him^ and zeal for his glory, should constrain us to live not 
unto ourselves, but unto him that died for us and rose 
again. And how can we more extensively glorify him, 
than by endeavouring, in dependence on his almighty 
grace, .to throw down the last barrier that opposes the 
spread of his Gospel, by the removal of which its way 
shall be effectually opened to enlarge his kingdom to the 
very ends of the earth ? So shall his way be known upon 
earthy and his saving health among all nations. So shall 
" Jews, Turks, infidels, and heretics, be brought home to 
his flock, and saved among the remnant of the true 
Israel, and made one fold under one Shepherd, Jesus 
Christ our Lord." 

May He who as on this day ascended up on high, and 
led captivity captive, and received gifts for men, vouch- 
safe to pour down the fulness of his Holy Spirit upon the 
Church and the world, and so to answer the prayers and ' 
bless the labours of^ his servants, that the princes of the 
people fnay be gathered together, even the people of the 
God of Abraham ; and that his whole creation may be 
made one gloripiis temple resounding with the praises of 
the redeemed. Unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own bloody and made us kings and 
priests unto God and his Father y to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. ^ y.__ ^, GooqIc 
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EQUALITY OF JEW AND GENTILE. 



Romans x. 12 — 15. 

** For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek : 
for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon 
him* For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed ? and how shall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard ? and how sliall they hear 
without a preacher ? and how shall they preacKt except they 
be sent?" 

The Gospel is the dispensation of the grace of God. Peace 
on earth, and good will to men, its sum and substance. And 
yet some professed Christians have discovered in it a scene 
more appalling, than any furnished either in the annals of 
sin, or the records of God's severest judgments, during that 
dispensation vi^hich is emphatically called — the ministration 
of death and condemnation : they have found out that the 
grace of Gt)d, which bringeth salvation, has for centuries 
turned the once-beloved people of God into a nation of 
incurables, whose present portion is misery, and whose 
ftiture lot is damnation. They tell us that any attempts to 
<5onvert the Jews must be fruitless, for that, since their 
national rejection of Christ, God has given them over to a 
judicial blindness, which cannot be removed by any human 
eflfort, until the set time arrive. If we ask, therefore, what 
has become of the millions who have passed into eternity 
since the crudfixion of our blessed Lord, this system replies, 
they have perished. And if we inquire, what is our duty 
to the millions now scattered over the whole earth, the 

a2 
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answer is, to leave them to their £ate. On this principle, the 
faithful preaching of the Gospel is powerless, and the 
earnest prayer of the righteous unavailing. Though the 
whole Church should unite in crying to tiie Jew, Behold 
the Lamb of God ! he cannot believe ; and though all pro- 
fessing Christendom should put on sackcloth, and offer up 
one universal intercession, they cannot procure for one Jew 
the gift of faith from Him, who has promised to grant what- 
ever two have agreed to desire, and even commanded us to 
ask, that we may receive and our joy be full* Though they 
have not committed the sin against the Holy Ghost, their 
doom is neither to be forgiven in this world or the world to 
come ; and although they have never fallen away after tast- 
ing the good power of the world to come, it is impossible to 
renew them to repentance. It is true that all men do not 
carry this system to its full length, nor admit all the con- 
clusions which it involves; but some modification of it 
seems to lurk in the minds of most Christians: and I 
believe it to be the most successful device ever contrived by 
Satan, to prevent men from earnestly attempting the con- 
version of the Jews. I have, therefore, selected a text, 
which shows the true relation in which the Jews stand to 
the Gospel dispensation, and as plainly points out our duty« 
I shall endeavour, by the help of God, 

I. To CONFIRM THE PRINCIPLE WHICH IT LAYS DOWN, 

II. To URGE UPON YOU THE DuTY WHICH IT INVOLVES. 

The Principle laid down is, that as respects the Gospel 
plan of salvation, there is no difference between the Jew 
and the Gentile. The Jew has no advantage over the 
Gentile, nor the Gentile any superiority over .the Jew« 
When the text is read, one of the first thoughts suggested 
is. Does the Apostle mean to contradict himself? He says 
here, in plain terms, that there is no difference between the 
Jew and the Gentile; and yet, in a preceding chapter, he 
asserts as distinctly that the Jew has a manifest superiority* 
He fairly puts the question : ^^ What advantage, then, hath 
the Jew, or what profit is there of circumcision?" and 
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replies, " Much every way : chiefly because that unto them 
were committed the oracles of God : " and then goes on to 
prove that the partial unbelief of the nation has no power 
to take away any advantage, which is based on the faithful- 
ness of God. " For what if some did not believe ? Shall 
their unbelief make the flith of God without eflFect? God 
forbid : yea, let God be true, and every man a liar." The 
man who is determined to admit no claim to superiority on 
the part of the Jews, dwells on the text, and slurs over those 
passages which seem to assert the contrary ; and he whose 
zeal for the Jews outstrips his knowledge of the Word of 
God, lays a peculiar stress upon the last quoted passage, 
and others like it But the simple and unbiassed reader of 
the Scriptures gives to each class of passages their full and 
just value — ^their plain grammatical sense, and finds neither 
diflSculty nor contradiction. He knows that the Jew stands, 
like every other man, in a twofold relation : first, as member 
of a particular nation or family in this present world : and, 
secondly, as an individual child of Adam, in which relation 
he shall appear at the bar of Christ, and remain to all 
eternity, when all national distinctions are forgotten : and 
he sees that it is possible for a man, as a member of a parti- 
cular nation, to possess great and distinguishing privileges, 
whilst yet, in his relation to God as a sinner and the mode 
of his salvation, there is no difierence between him and the 
most degraded tribes of the whole human race. He can there- 
fore admit, in their plain and literal sense, all the glorious 
promises and privileges given to Israel as a nation, whilst he 
denies the inference drawn by the rabbies, that their national 
election ensures their eternal salvation. When the Jew 
urges that his nation is the people of God's choice — the 
peculiar object of his care — the subject of his most glorious 
predictions, we admit it all When he tells us that God 
hath not cast off his people— that they shall again be 
gathered from the four winds of heaven, and replanted for 
ever in the land of their fathers — that their holy city is to 
be a joy and praise in the whole earth, the seat and centre 



Digitized 



by Google 



6 EQUALITY OF JEW AND GENTILE 

of Divine light, — we can answer, that this is not only an 
artide of our creed, but forms a constant subject of our 
prayers. But when he asserts that, therefore, every 
Israelite shall have a part in eternal life — ^that his national 
privileges give him a claim and a ground of hope not 
vouchsafed to the Gentile, we deny his inference : we tell 
him that there is but one way of salvation either for Jew or 
Gentile — ^faith in Christ crucified, and one means of be- 
getting faith — the preaching of God^s Word. << There is 
no difference between the Jew and the Greek : for the same 
Lord over all is rich in mercy unto all that call upon him* 
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved. How, then, shall they caU on him in whom they 
have not believed ? and how shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard ? and how shall they hear with- 
out a preacBfer ? And how giiall they preach except they 
be sent?" This passage, then, is not subversive of the 
glorious hope of Israel : on the contrary, it forms the surest 
warrant for seeking the salvation of the Jew ; and at the 
same time points out the legitimate means ordained of God 
for compassing the end. 

The Jew once had peculiar means of grace not vouch- 
safed to the other nations ; and he still holds the first place 
in God's providential dealings, and is preserved as a chosen 
instrument for the fulfilment of God's purposes: but 
neither past mercies, nor the promise of future national 
glory, can exempt him from the rule of God's righteous 
judgment The covenant of circumcision cannot atone for 
9in, neither can the hope of his nation stand as an equivalent 
for faith in the Son of God The Gospel promise is, " If 
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved;" and the Gospel ordiiiancey 
" That faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word 
of God." — There is no exception made in favour of the Jew 
who continues in unbelief, nor any promise of faith to be 
bestowed without the use of ordinary means. God's mercy 
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iti Christ Jestts is equally free to Jew and Gtentife. But it 
has a limit which applies to both : it is promised only to 
**an them that call upon him.** "TTiere is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek : for the same Lord over 
all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." The 
possibility of calling upon him has also a limit Neither 
Jew nor Greek can call upon him of whom he has not heard. 
" How shall they call on him in whom they have not be- 
lieved ? and how shall they bdieve in him of whom they 
have not heard ? And how shall they hear without a 
preacher?" I know there is an opinion prevailing in the 
minds of many persons, that the Jews are to be converted 
by miracle, or even by some sudden appearance of the Lord, 
as was St Paul. If this opinion were well founded, it could 
not affect bur present argument The question now is, not 
what the Lord may do at some future time, but what he 
has revealed as the principle of our present conduct But 
I must confess that I have great doubts as to the correct- 
ness of that view in general, and I am quite sure that in 
part it is erroneous. TTie Word of God expr^sly declaims 
that some are to be converted by the use of the ordinary 
means. Hie prophet Jeremiah describes the gathering of 
some of the Jews as gradual: <^ I will take you one of a 
city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion.'* 
(Jer. iii 14.) And I know not how to interpret Ezekiel's 
vision of the valley full of dry bones, except of a preaching 
of the Gospel, followed by an abundant outpouring of the 
Spirit of God. Hie words of our Lord seem also to imply 
that the conversion of the Jews is to precede His second 
advent: ^^ Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 
For I say unto you. Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye 
shall, say. Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord.** These words bring us back to the Apostle's ques- 
tion : " How shall they call him blessed in whom they have 
not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom 
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they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a 
preacher ?" 

Some will reply, True; the Jews are to be converted 
before the return of the Lord, and their conversion shall be 
effected by preaching, but not until the time comes. This 
reply brings us to another application of the principle laid 
down in the text We have already asserted that in the 
Grospel-promise of salvation the Jew has no superiority over 
the Gentile. We now assert, that the Gentile has no 
advantage more than the Jew. " There is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek ; for the same Lord over all 
is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever," Jew or 
Greek, Greek or Jew, " shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.** The Gospel makes no assertion concern- 
ing the blindness of an unbelieving Jew, for which it does 
not furnish a parallel equally strong concerning the blind- 
ness of the unbelieving Gentile. The Gospel makes no 
peculiar provision for the Gentile more than for the Jew. 
The same Lord who is rich to all, has for all made the same 
provision, without any limit or drawback which affects the 
one more than the other. Those who say that the blindness 
of the Jews is to continue until a set time, predetermined 
in the counsels of God, mean one of two things. Either 
they mean, that until the set time arrive not one single 
individual of the Jewish nation can be converted — and then 
they say what is flatly contradicted by history and experi- 
ence, — or they mean to say that some, the majority of the 
Jewish people, cannot be converted until that time come; 
and then they say nothing to the purpose, unless they can 
also point out the particular individuals, whose doom it is 
to die in unbelief. The only basis of this opinion is the 
assumption, that the Jews are visited with a judicial and 
incurable blindness. But if they thereby mean to say, that 
this judicial blindness is impervious to the light of the 
Gospel, or impenetrable to the workings of the Holy Spirit, 
or that God has so given them over to blindness, that ho 
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has withdrawn from the whole nation and from every indivi- 
dual the heavenly dew of his grace ; I have no hesitation in 
saying, that their assertion is altogether without scriptural 
foimdation, and directly opposed to many declarations of 
God's Word. The text says expressly, " There is no dif- 
ference between the Jew and the Greek.** But if there rest 
upon the mind of a Jew a deadly and irresistible blindness, 
which is not upon the mind of the Grentile — ^if the preaching 
of the Gospel be powerless, as regards the conversion of the 
former, and eflfectual for the salvation of the latter, then 
there is a great difference — the greatest of all differences, 
yea, an infinite and eternal difference, to which the power 
of omnipotence itself can make no addition. And we must 
restrict the Apostle's words, we cannot say, " The same Lord 
over all is rich unto all that call upon him," but that he is 
rich only to the Gentiles. We must also change the Apostle's 
questions ; we can no longer ask, " How shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard?" But how should 
they believe at aU, whether they hear or not, seeing that 
their eyes are fast sealed by the sentence of the Almighty? 
But you will say. Does not the New Testament declare 
that the Jews are blinded ? Is it not written in 2 Cor. iii. 14, 
" But their minds were blinded ; for imtil this day remaineth 
the same vail, untaken away in the reading of the Old 
Testament; which vadl is done away in Christ But even 
to this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart 
Nevertheless, when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall 
be taken away?" Is not both the blindness here plainly 
^serted, and the period of its continuance fixed? If I had 
no other solution, I might reply by another question, to the 
full as valid. Can one part of God's Word contradict ^another ? 
But I must tell you that you have altogether mistaken the 
sense of the passage. The Apostle is not speaking of a 
blindness inflicted upon the Jews because of their rejection 
of Christ, but of a blindness which began in the days of 
Moses. Neither is he speaking of a blindness which renders 
faith in Christ impossible, but which prevented the Jews 
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10 EQUALITY OF J£W AND 0£KT1LE 

from the time of Moses until St I^qI^s time, and, we may 
add, until our own time, from understanding the natm'e of 
die Mosaic dispensation. Let us hear l^e context : ^< See- 
ing, then, that we have such hope, we use great plainness 
of speech : and not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, 
that the children of Israel could not stead&stty look to the 
end of that which is abolished (i. e., the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion): but their minds were blinded; for until this day 
remaineth (not, which now is inflicted because of the rejec- 
tion of Christ, but which' began in the days of Moses, and 
from that time until this day) remaineth the same vail untaken 
away in the reading of the Old Testament, which vail is 
done away in Christ^ This vail is so far from preventing 
faith in Christ, that we know that it remained on thousands, 
not excepting the Apostles themselves, after their conversion 
to Christ, and after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, until 
at last it was removed by an especial vision vouchsafed to 
Peter : yea, and it will, as the Apostle tells us, remain on 
the Jews until after their conversion : " Nevertheless, when 
it shall turn to the Lon^ the vail shall be taken away." 
Mark these words. The Apostle does not say th^t this vail 
shall be taken away, in order to render their turning to the 
Lord possible, but that they shall turn to the Lord first, and 
then the vail shall be taken away. 

The passage quoted by our Lord from Isaiah vi., that the 
heart of the Jews is waxed gross, and their ears dull of 
hearing, &c., I shall not notice, because, after these words 
were spoken, many thousands and tens of thousands of Jews 
were converted to the faith of Christ. But there is a 
passage in Rom. xi. 7, which seems to give colour to the 
opinion concerning the irresistible blindness of the Jews, 
and which deserves consideration: "What, then? Israel 
hath not obtained that which he seeketh for ; but the elec- 
tion hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded. According 
as it is vmtten, Grod hath given them the spirit of slumber, 
eyes that they shouM not see, and ears that they should not 
hear, unto this day. And David saith, Let their table be 
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IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISPENSATION. 11 

made a snare, and a trap, and a stumbling-block, and a re- 
compence unto them ; let their eyes be darkened that they 
may not see, and bow down dieir back alway." At first sight 
this passage seems very strong, but a narrower examination 
shows that it is so far from proving their universal repro* 
bation, that it proves tiiie contrary, that there is always 
amongst that people a remnant according to the election of 
grace. In the last verse of the tenth chapter, the Apostle 
had quoted tbe words of Isaiah, ^ But to Israel he saith. 
All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a dis- 
obedient and gainsaying people.** God foresaw the erroneous 
conclusion which Gentiles might draw, and particularly the 
arrogant pretensions which the Church of Rome would set 
up, as the peculiar people of God. He, therefore, graciously 
provided against botb, and moved the Apostle to ask the 
question, " Hath then God cast away his people ?" and to 
answer, " God forbid; for I also am an Israelite." He then 
goes on to prove that God hath not cast away his people. 
And how does he do it ? He makes the fact, that seven 
thousand Israelites were preserved from idolatry in the 
time of Elijah, the premises, from which he draws the con- 
clusion, "Even so, then, at this present time, there is a 
remnant according to the election of grace." Does he not 
teach us to argue in the same manner, and to infer, that in 
every generation of Jews, there has been a similar remnant? 
Or, did the Apostle mean to say, that the number of the 
elect amongst the Jews was, in his day, accomplished, and 
all succeeding generations to be consigned, without an effort, 
to hopeless despair? Clearly not; for, after this awful 
passage, he goes on, " I say then, have they stumbled that 
they should fall? God forbid. But rather through their 
fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them 
to jealousy;" i. e*, that their temporary rejection might be 
a means of grace, instead of an irresistible barrier. And he 
proceeds immediately to tell us, that the very object for 
which he used this language was, tbat it might be instru- 
mental in rousing some of the Jews, and bringing them to 
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12 EQUALITY OF JEW AND QENTILE 

salvation ; ^^ I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am die 
Apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office : if by any 
means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, 
and might save some of them." When the Apostle after- 
wards actually arrived at Rome, he gave the best possible 
commentary upon these words. He sent for the Jews, and 
preached the Gospel to them from morning till evening. 
And though some continued obstinate, " some believed the 
things which were spoken" (Acts xxviiL 24), a plain proof 
that the Apostle did not, in these words, seal the doom of 
all those who were not already in the faith, when they were 
written. 

There is one passage more upon which great stress has 
been laid: "Blindness in part has happened unto Israel 
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in." But give 
this passage its greatest possible force, it still only proves 
that the blindness of Israel is partiaL It does not in any 
way imply that the whole nation is given up to an irre- 
sistible blindness, but only that a part of the nation, how 
great or how small is no where said, shall remain in un- 
belief until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. But if 
we examine the context, we find that blindness has hap- 
pened only to them that believed not. The Apostle is 
evidently speaking of that blindness which forms the subject 
of the whole chapter ; and that blmdness he limits, as we 
have seen above, to those who had wilfully rejected the 
Gospel. The blindness was not the cause of the rejection, 
but the rejection the cause of die blindness. How then 
can it be applied to those Jews to whom the Gospel never 
has been preached — ^who do not know that Christianity 
difiers at all from heathen idolatry — who are ignorant that 
Christians even believe in the resurrection of the dead, and 
have never had an opportunity of examining the purity and 
holiness of the New Testament ? If we preach to them the 
Gospel in all its fulness and power, and they then reject, 
we can say that they are blinded. They then come within 
the limits assigned by the Apostle. But if we leave them 
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IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISPENSATION. 13 

in their ignorance, and have never tried whether they be 
blind or not, it seems, to say the least, rather premature to 
talk of an irresistible bUndness. But after all, the Apostle 
only says what is equally true of the heathen. He says, 
that the general conversion of the Jews is not to take place 
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. It is equally 
true, that the general conversion of the heathen cannot 
take place until the Jews be received. The very passage 
which the Apostle cites from the Old Testament to prove 
his assertion concerning the Jews, informs us, that until the 
light arise upon them, gross darkness shall remain upon the 
Gentile world. He says, <^ All Israel shall be saved, as 
it is written. There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob." He here 
informs us, that the latter part of the Uxth of Isaiah refers 
to the future national conversion of Israel. But what are 
the words which follow his quotation ? " Arise, shine 5 for 
thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon 
thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and 
gross darkness the people : but the Lord shall arise upon 
thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee ; and the Gen- 
tiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of 
thy rising." The Apostle himself teaches the same truth 
in the xith chapter of the Romans. He says, that when 
the Jews shall be received, many Gentile nations shall be 
dead, and first receive hfe by their reception. " For if the 
casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what 
shall the receiving of them be but life from the dead." If, 
therefore, the counsel of God, that a part of the Gentile 
world shall remain dead and in darkness until the conver- 
sion of the Jews, furnish no pretext for not preaching the 
Gospel to the heathen, neither can the partial blindness of 
the Jews furnish any excuse for Christians who refuse to 
fulfil their Lord's command, to preach the Gospel to every 
creature. 
^^ These are, I think, the strongest passages respecting the 

^* judicial blindness of the Jews. We have seen that they 
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14 EQUALITY OF JEW AND GENTILE 

fiirnkh no warrant for believing that tlie Jews are shut up 
in an inenrable unbelief until a certain fixed period arrive. 
But I must go farther, and assert, that nothing has hap- 
pened to the Jews which has not equoMy Iiappened to tfie 
Gentiles; and that in God's infliction of judicial blindness 
on the Jews, he only repeated what he had previously done 
to die Gentiles, the effects of which we see in the greatest 
part of the heathen world to this day. St Paul expressly 
tells us that the Jews were visited with judicial blindness, 
because of their unbelief. They were not made blind to 
prev^it them from believing, but because they believed not, 
therefore they were blinded. The antecedent unbeUef was 
the cause of the punishment, which was subsequent. ^^ Be- 
cause of unbelief they were broken off." The same St Paul 
speaks to the same effect of the heathen, and in language 
more strong, and, if possible, more awful : " Because that, 

when they knew God, they glorified him not as God 

God also gave them up to uncleanness Because they 

dianged the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and 
served the creature more than the Creator .... For this cause 

God gave them up unto vile affections And even as 

they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God 
gave them over to a reprobate mind." This was a faithful 
description of the heathen world in St Paul's time, and is 
also the only rational account of the idolatry and abomina- 
tions which prevail amongst hundreds of millions of the 
heathen at this present hour. God has giveA them over to 
a reprobate mind. Compare this passage with the most 
awful passage respecting Jewish unbelief, and then tell me 
whether there is any difference between the Jew and the 
Greek in God's inflictions. My own feeUng is, that if 
there be any, it is in favour of the Jew. For we no where 
read of the Jews being given ov«r to vile affections. Hear 
another account of the unbelieving Gentiles, in Ephes. 
iv. 17: "This^ I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, 
that ye henceforth walk not as otiier Gentiles walk, in the 
vanity of their mind, having the understanding darkened. 
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being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance 
that is in them, bec^se of die blindness of their heart, who 
being past feeling, have ^ven themselves over unto lascivi- 
oasness, to work all uneleanness with greediness." What 
difference is there between this blindness, and the blindness 
of the Jew ? Whatever condusion we draw respecting the 
blindness of the Jew, and the period of its duration, the 
same must we draw respecting the Gentile. I^ indeed, the 
whole heathen world had been for centuries converted, 
whilst the Jew remained a solitary exception of unbeliei^ 
there might be some pretence for this opinion of a peculiar 
judicial blindness. But when we know that there are four, 
if not six hundred millions of heathen, still walking in 
vanity, still having the understanding darkened, still alien- 
ated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the blindness of their heart, still past feel- 
ing, still working all uneleanness with greediness, one is 
only astonished at the blindness of those who see any thing 
peculiar in the state of the Jews. 

The conclusion resulting from the examination of parti- 
cular passages, is fully confirmed by the analogy of the whole 
Go^el system. In the provisions of the Gospel God has 
made no difference between the Jew and the Greek. Nay, 
the very object and end of the Gospel dispensation is to 
break down every partition wall, and to place Jew and 
G^tile upon an equal footing in the great concern of 
eternal salvation. When St Paul describes the Gospel, he 
says, ** It is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth : to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile." 
Now, if the Jew be irresistibly blinded until a certain 
period, and the blindness is then to be removed, not by the 
Gospel, but by mirade, then the Gospel is not the power of 
Gt)d unto salvation to the Jew at all, but to the Gentile 
only. When St Paul describes the mode in which the 
Gospel was received, he does not ascribe to the heathen 
any particular feicility for believing. His account is, " We 
preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-block. 
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and unto the Greeks foolishness : but unto them which are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God." And when St Paul declares the 
object for which the Son of God appeared in the flesh and 
suffered on the cross, he says expressly, it was to take 
away all distinction. *^ For He is our peace, who hath 
made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us; having abolished in his flesh the 
enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordi* 
nances : for to make in himself of twain one new man, so 
making peace ; and that he might reconcile both unto God 
in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby ; 
and came and preached peace to you which were afar off and 
to them that were nigh. For through him we both have 
access by one Spirit unto the Father." How any man can 
read and believe this passage, and yet maintain that there 
is an irresistible blindness on the minds of the Jews, I cannot 
conceive. If the Jews are forcibly withheld from believ- 
ing the preaching of the Grospel, how is Christ our peace? 
How hath he made both one ? How hath he broken down 
the middle wall of partition ? How hath he abolished the 
enmity? How hath he made of twain one new man ? How 
hath he reconciled both ? How hath he preached peace to 
the Jew, that was nigh, and the heathen, afar off? How 
have we both access by one Spirit unto the Father? If the 
Jew cannot be benefited by the preaching of the Gospel, and 
the Gentile can, what does the Apostle mean, when he saysj 
*^In Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor 
uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love." (GaLv.6.) 
In this case uncircumcision does avail a great deal, even to the 
salvation of the soul, and circumcision avails to its damnar 
tion. If the Jew be excluded from the hope of the Gospel, 
and the Gentile admitted, why does the Apostle tell us, 
that " in Christ there is neither Greek nor Jew, circum* 
cision nor uncircumcision. Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor 
free." But it is needless to multiply passages; the whole 
tehor of the Gospel teaches that there is no peculiar 
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obstacle in the way of a Jew ; or, in the words of the text, 
*^ TTiere is no difference between the Jew and the Greek : 
for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon 
him, for whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved." 

There is but one argument more that can be offered in 
defence of the opinion, that the Jews cannot be converted 
until the set time arrive, but it is a strong one, for it is 
taken from fact and experience. If there has been no 
peculiar impediment in the way of the Jews' conversion, 
why have they continued so many centuries in unbelief, 
whilst, in the same period, so many Gentile nations have 
embraced the faith of Christ ? We might ask, in return, 
why have not the Chinese been converted? or the Hindoos? 
or the American Indians ? But we have a sufScient and 
satisfactory reply in the text, " How shall they call on him 
in whom they have not believed ? and how shall they be- 
lieve in him of whom they have not heard?" It can be 
shown, first, that the Jews have not believed, because Christ 
has not been adequately preached to them. And it can be 
shown farther, that the question takes for granted what is 
not true, namely, that the Jews have universally continued 
in unbelief. There never has been a period of history in 
which the Lord has not had a remnant amongst his peoplo 
Israel. Had the Christian Church continued from the days 
of the Apostles to the present day in the diligent use of the 
means for the conversion of the Jews, and in persevering 
earnest prayer for God's blessing upon their efforts, and the 
Jews remained notwithstanding in unbelief, Christians would 
have some colour for saying the time is not come. But it is 
rather inconsistent to neglect the means, and then ask why 
the end has not been attained. When any man says the 
time for the conversion of the Jews is not yet come, the true 
answer is. How do you know ? Did you ever try ? The 
Christian Church has certainly not made a fair trial, and 
has therefore no right to make such an assertion. For, in 
the first place, the Christian Church has, from the earliest 
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times, displayed a spirit of hatred and even contempt of the 
Jews, which has taught the majority of the Jewish naticm to 
regard Christians as their Intterest enemies. I speak not 
now of the prejudices of the illiterate, but of the deliberate 
acts of the councils and rulers of the Church. One of the 
first acts of this kind was die making the Jewish Sabbath a 
£skst-day. From the earliest times to the fourth ceaiitury the 
practice had been to observe the Jewish Sabbath as a hoU^ 
day, as some suppose, in order to facilitate their conver- 
sion.* But the Church of Rome, which soon disjdayed a 
decided opposition to the Jews, made it a fast-day, diat the 
separation might be marked and strong.f The Council of 
Laodicea completed this work, by ordering the Grospels to^ 
be read instead of the Jewish Lessons, and by commanding 
Christians to work on the Sabbath4 The Council of Elvira 
and several succeeding councils forbade all familiar and 
friendly intercourse with the Jews, imder pain of excommu- 
nication.§ Stephen Langton and Hugo de Velles, Bishop 
of Lincoln, extended this decree still further, for they de- 
nounced the same punishment upon any one who should 
hold communication with tiie Jews, or even sell them pro- 
visions. || And to crown all, a decree was made, forbidding 
a Jew to enter any Christian Churdi. If to these public 
and practical decrees of the Church, we add the injustice 
with which they were treated by Christians in general — 
their synagogues destroyed, or forcibly taken away, and con- 
verted into Christian churches — themselves driven from oob 
country to another, and in some cases they and their chil- 
dren forcibly compelled to embrace Christianity — who can 
say, that the Gospel has been fairly preached to the Jews, 
or who can wonder, that they have continued in unbelief? 
Even if the Church had been zealous in preaching to tiie 
Jews, and had continued pure in doctrine, no zeal or ortho- 

• Schroek, part ii. p. 145. f Neander, vol. i. part i. p. 515. 

X Ludolph. Hist. iEthiop. lib. iii. c. 1. 

§ Basnage, torn. viii. p. 123, and book ix. c. xiv. 

11 Tovey, pp. 81, 82. 
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doxy can compensate for want of love and compassion. 
Love is an essential part of the Gospel, as well as of the 
Christian character ; and where it has not been practically 
exhibited, the religion of Christ has not been adequately 
preached. Moreover, the ancient Church appears to have 
made no provision for preaching the Gospel to the Jews. 
Some few of the fathers wrote against the Jews in languages 
which the Jew considered as profiane, and therefore did not 
read But I cannot find that any systematic attempt was 
ever made by the Christian Church. Some individuals 
were moved to seek the welfere of the Jews, and their 
attempts were blessed. But the general indifference of the 
Chiurch for tiie welfare of the Jews is best illustrated by tiie 
general neglect of Hebrew. In Gesenius's History of 
Hebrew Literature, pp. 92 — 105, we find that from St. 
Jerome to Raymund Martyn, a period of nearly 800 years, 
the study of Hebrew was generally neglected, and that in 
all this time the Christian Church did not produce one 
Hebrew scholar of note. Until tfie time of Reuchlin, in 
the fifteenth century, I know of no attempt to translate any 
part of the New Testament into Hebrew; and until the 
eSoTta made by this Society, no endeavour was ever made 
to circulate the whole New Testament in Hebrew, that the 
Jews might read and believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God. This may appear of comparatively little im- 
portance, as, since the Reformation, there have been verna- 
cular translations in the Protestant countries where they 
lived. But it must be remembered, that it is not a century 
since even the European Jews generally began to read the 
languages of the country where tfiey live. In Poland but 
few have learned to read Polish. The vast majority can 
read only Hebrew and Jewish. And even in this country, 
it is not a rare thing to find Jews and Jewesses who cannot 
read English, though they can speak it Who can say then 
that Christ has been adequately preached to the Jews, or 
who can wonder that they do not believe? How should 
they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? But to 
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this is to be added, that from the eighth to the sixteenth 
century, idolatry generally prevsdled in the Christian Church; 
and that that Church, which has beyond all doubt done the 
most for the conversion of the Jews, has sunk the deepest 
into this sin. The Roman Church has at various times 
sought their conversion, and the Dominicans were particu- 
larly zealous, and, if we may judge from the work of* 
Raymund Martyn, well qualified from their knowledge of 
Hebrew. But who can say that they preached the pure 
doctrine of Christianity? Their eflForts have only tended 
to convey and fix in the minds of the Jews a false idea of 
the GospeL I have found in Poland that the word Db!^ 
(which signifies an image generally) has acquired the parti- 
cular signification of crucifiix.f How then could the Jews 
stop to consider Christianity, when they identified it with 
idolatry, which their law forbids? Or how can we talk of 
the blindness of the Jews, if they could not see the light of 
the Gospel, which did not exist ? Since the Reformation 
the controversy has been better studied, Hebrew more 
generally understood by Christian divines, and some 
stumbling-blocks removed. Individuals also have been 
interested for tiiie Jews, but I am sorry to add, that not one 
of all the Protestant Churches, so far as I know, has made 
any attempt as a Church to preach the Gospel to the Jews. 
They have not done even as much as the Church of Rome. 
It is therefore a vain thing to talk of the judicial blindness 
of the Jews. Let the Protestant Churches first make the 
attempt ; but let them not say that the time is not come, 
when they have never tried whether it be or not 

In spite of all these disadvantages, it has pleased God in 
all ages to show the falsehood of this pretence by gathering 
to himself a remnant from amongst his people Israel. We 
have the testimony of St Jerome, that the Church of the 

♦ Pugio fidei. 

t This idea is not altogether strange in England, as, after one of the 
conferences, a learned English Jew sent me word, that not KS^, but D^, 
was the proper word for Cross. 
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circumcision, or Jewish Christians continued, and was nume- 
rous in his own time.* He describes them as existing in 
all the synagogues of the East; and though strongly op- 
posed to their zeal for the law, he bears witness to their 
orthodoxy. He says particularly, that they rejected the 
traditions of the Rabbins, and believed in the deity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In the beginning of the fifth century 
we read of the conversion of the Jews in Candia;f in the 
sixth, of the Jewish inhabitants of Borium, in Afirica ; in 
the seventh, of the Jews in Cyprus, and other places ; in 
the ninth century, of some in France; in the eleventh, in 
Germany; in the twelfth, in Germany, Spain, Normandy, 
and England. On one of the rolls in the reign of Henry 
III. the names of 500 Jewish converts are recorded.^ Two 
of the most learned men of the fourteenth century were 
converted Jews,§ Paul of Burgos, and Nicholas de L)Ta. 
The latter was the great precursor of the Reformation. 
From him both Wickliff and Luther learned the true mode 
of interpreting the Bible. Tremellius, the Mend of our 
own Reformers, and whose translation of the Old Testa- 
ment is one of the best extant, was a converted Jew. Above 
a century ago, Wolfius, in his Bibliotheca Hebraica,|| was 
able to enumerate more than 100 Jews who had written in 
defence or illustration of Christianity. Thus God's Pro- 
vidence bears witness to his Word, that there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek ; no irresistible blindness 
resting on that people, which may not be removed by the 
preaching of the Gospel. 

* St. Jerome died about 420. See St. Jer. Epist. 80 ad August. See 
also in Isa. viii. 13, and ix. 1 ; and Lequien. Dissert. Damasc. p. 123 ; 
and his Note, p. 82, of Johan. Damasc. 

t Basnage, vol. xii. pp. 202, 356, 373 ; vol. xiii. pp. 90, 91, 189, 292. 

X Tovey, Angl. Jud. p. 227. N.B. These are a few, out of a great 
many cases, which might be adduced. 

§ See Cave Hist. Litt. Appendix, pp. 20 and 92. 

II Wolfius passim ; or see Chapman's Eusebius, p. 530, to which latter 
book my attention was first directed by the Rev. J. C. Franks, Vicar of 
Huddersfield. 
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II. Having confirmed ibe principle both from Scripture 
and history, I now come to press upon you the Duty of 

PUTTING THIS PRINCIPLE IN PKACTICE. The principle IS, that 

as respects eternal salvation, the Jew has no superiority over 
the Gentile, nor the Gentile any advantage over the Jew ; 
Aat the promise of salvation in either case is only to them 
that believe ; and the only means of leading either to the 
faith is by the preaching of the Gospel. But this principle 
has been revealed not for our information only, but to direct 
our practice. If it be true that men can be saved only by 
fsdth, and that faith is to be begotten only by the Word of 
God, the conclusion is inevitable — the Gospel must be 
preached : aqd if this principle be true of the Jews, then 
must it be preached to the Jews also. Every argument 
that justifies the preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles, 
proves the duty of preaching it to the Jews. The text 
places Jew and Gentile on the same level : we must there- 
fore either preach to the Jew, or give up preaching altogether. 
There are but few texts that more strikingly set forward the 
awful responsibility of the Christian ChurcL The Lord 
appears to roll off from himself altogether the damnation 
of them who perish in ignorance, and to lay it upon those 
who have neglected to preach to them the Gospel. He 
describes himself as willing to receive and save^all who call 
upon him; and then appeals to the common sense of the 
Church as to their duty : " How shall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed ? and how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard ? and how shall they 
hear vrithout a preacher ?" The salvation of the Jews, then, 
humanly speaking, depends upon the faithfulness of the 
Christian Church. It is true, that were the Apostles them- 
selves to return and preach, their word would be to many 
of their brethren a savour of death unto death, as it is now 
to many nominal Christians. But it is equally true that, 
if the Jews do not hear the Gospel, they cannot believe. 
" How shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard?" For those, then, that perish in ignorance, the 
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Christian Church is answerable. If the Church universally 
rejected the claims of the idolatrous heathen, — ^if every sect 
and denomination of Christians united with one common 
consent to teach, that the Church is to care only for its own 
members, and leave all others to their doom, the consistency 
of the delusion might fiimidi some excuse for the n^lect 
of the Jews. But every Church and sect, be it what it 
may, that acknowledges the duty of preaching to the 
hesUlien, in order that their souls may be saved, and at the 
same time leaves the Jew to be saved or to perish as may 
hiq)pen, does just enough to acknowledge its responsibility, 
and to judge itself out of its own mouth. Not one satis- 
factory reason can be oflfered for the neglect of the Jew. 
If the soul of a Grentile cannot be purchased by the whole 
world, is the soul of a Jew of less value ? If Christ shed 
his blood for the Gentiles, did he not also die that the 
wh(de nation of tlie Jews perish not? If he now ever 
liveth to make intercession for the Gentiles, is he not raised 
up to be a Prince and a Saviour to give unto Israel 
repentance and remission of sins? Christ hath made no 
difPer^ice between tlie Jew and the Greek : what then is to 
be the portion erf him who makes a difference which God 
hath not sanctioned? 

The text shows that in the application of the means of 
salvation we should make no difference. But there are 
some peculiar reasons for seeking the conversion of the 
Jews. We have shown above that the true cause of Jewish 
unbelief is the neglect of the Christians. They have not 
believed because they have not heard. This past neglect 
should of itself urge us to redoubled exertion at present. 
But I must add, that Christians have not only Tiefflected, but 
ojctually driven them farther from the trvth than they were 
before. It is well known to all who have conversed with 
the Jews, that those passages whidi were quoted by the 
Apostles as decisive testimony to the Messiahship of Jesus, 
are now as much a subject of dispute as the Messiahship 
itself. A bare citation of the xvith Psalm will no longer 
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prove the neoessity of His resurrecticm ; nor the ixth 
chi4[>ter of Isaiah His deity; nor the liiid His atonement 
The modem Jew denies that these passages refer to the 
Messiah. How, then, was this change effected? When 
did the Jews depart from the system of exposition received 
in the days of the Apostles ? I answer, that this determined 
opposition even to Christian exposition was wrought by 
Christian persecution, and that it first appears as a system 
about the time of the crusades. In support of Christian 
doctrine, some help may be obtained fi*om the rabbinic 
works which precede that period But fi*om Rabbi Solomon 
Jarchi, a contemporary of the first crusaders, we find, in the 
Jewish writers, with but few exceptions, a determined spirit 
of opposition to Christianity. The injuries inflicted by 
those who assumed the cross were calculated to inflame the 
hatred and opposition of the Jews to the very utmost. 
Accordingly, since that time, most of the Jewish polemical 
works against Christianity have been written. It is also 
true, that after that period the Roman Church made the 
greatest attempts to convert them: that this, therefore, 
must be assigned as a collateral cause. But who can 
wonder that the Jews should spurn at and resist the religion 
of those who treated them with the most unrelenting 
cruelty, or that they should even hate the name of the 
cross, when they had seen it lifted up as the harbinger of 
their destruction? The subsequent conduct of Christendom 
served only to confirm and develop the system of oppo- 
sition which the crusades had begun. England set the 
example of refusing a home to the captive exile. In 1290 
they were banished from this country : in 1395 from France: 
in 1492 from Spain: about 1540 from Naples. All these 
things I find carefully noted in the Jewish Almanac for the 
present year,* in the chronological list of remarkable 
events: and I confess that they are to me one of the 
strongest arguments that can be suggested to the mind of a 
Jew against Christianity. If, then, we have been the cause 
* Published in Amsterdam. 
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of confinning the prejudices of the Jew, and of removmg 
him fur&er than his fathers were from the faith of Christ, 
are we not bound to make an especial effort to remove 
those prejudices which we have ourselves created? We 
have not caused the idolatry of the heathen ; but we have 
occasioned the system of modem Judaism. There can be 
no doubt but that those whom we have deeply injured have 
the first claim on our benevolence, our sympathy, and our 
help. 

But though we should deny our responsibility ifor the 
past, there is one feet which gives the Jews a decided 
priority of claim. It is thb : that they live in the midst of 
U8. Of all thosQ who do not believe in Christ, they are the 
nearest The providence of Grod has presented them as 
the first objects of Christian benevolence. It would seem, 
as if God wished to try the sincerity of our missionary 
spirit To feel an interest for the salvation of the heathen, 
whom we have not seen, and to feel none for the eternal 
welfare of the Jew, who lives in the midst of us, seems 
rather inconsistent To run to the end of the world in 
search of some who know not the Gospel of Christ, and at 
the same time to neglect those who live with us in the 
same cities and streets, b rather suspicious. I beg not to 
be misunderstood. I do not mean to say that the heathen 
should be neglected : it is my firm and full conviction that 
the Christian Church has not done a hundredth part of 
what it ought to do for the conversion of the heathen. 
But I do mean to say, that however great may be the claims 
of the heathen, the Jew has a prior claim; and that that 
zeal which bums for the conversion of those who are afer 
off, and is cold and careless respecting those who are near, 
is of a very questionable character. The famous Wagenseil* 
thought that this neglect of the Jews threw a strong sus- 
picion upon the motives of the Church of Rome in seeking 
to propagate the Gospel amongst the heathen in the seven- 
teenth century. He says, " I have often revolved in my 
* See liis Introduction to the Tela Ignea, p. 90. 
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own mind why the Pope ^nld, at such an expense, so 
much danger, and with so much zeal, endeavour to brin^ 
the heath^n to a knowledge of Christianity, and yet remain 
almost altogether regardless of the Jews ; of whom, not to 
speak of other places, an inoredible multitude is to be found 

in Rome and the Papal States In order to imbue 

the heathen with the Christian faith, the languages of 
foreign nations are learned, oceans crossed, and sermons, as 
the report is, preached to barbarous people at the risk of 
life. But to deliver the Jews, who are nourished in the 
very lap of the Papal territory, who are familiarly acquainted 
with the clergy, who have constant intercourse with the 
monks, and carry on their trade of buying and selling in 
the very monasteries, — to deliver this people from super- 
stition, no one is particularly anxious, though he might 
fulfil this duty without any danger whatever. There is no 
language to tJie study of which the Roman clergy pay less 
attention than the Hebrew — no infidels or heretics whose con^ 
version they seek with less zeal than that of the JewsJ* Such 
is his censure of the Roman Church. Let us take care 
that it do not apply to us. There is not anything that can 
prove, either to the world or our own consciences, that our 
zeal for the conversion of the heathen is sincere if we 
neglect the Jew. \ 

These arguments were valid in every age of the Church, 
but the circumstances of the times cry to us with a loud voice 
to be diligent A mighty moral revolution has been effected 
amongst the Jews of Europe within the last sixty years. 
In Germany, France, Holland, Italy, and this country, the 
fetters of rabbinism, that for sixteen centuries bound down 
their consciences, have been shivered to pieces. The habits, 
manners, principles, education, and even the language of 
the Jews, have been changed. What a glorious triinnph it 
would have been for the Christian Church, if we could add, 
that the faithful preaching of the Grospel was ihe means, 
and a firm fadtii in the Gospel the result, of the mighty 
change ! But we must confess with shame, that the general 
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neglect of the Christiaii Church has been the occasion, the 
spread of infidelity amongst Christians one of the principal 
causes, and a tendency to infidelity the general result; 
whilst the Christian Church slept, the enemy was awake 
and sowed ^tares. The principal instrument was Moses 
Mendelsohn, a man who, for genius and energy, must ever 
rank amongst the most remarkable of the children of men; 
b^t who, if not infidel himself, was certainly formed in an 
infidel schooL Dr. Jost* teUs us, that two of his Mends 
were Lessing and Nicolai, and that he was " a disciple of 
the philosophers of his time, especially of the French, to 
whom he was indebted, if not for the course of his ideas, at 
least for the mode of treating subjects." The effect pro- 
duced by his writing was, that the Jews exchanged rabbinism, 
for the illumination of the French pseudo-philosophy, and 
its German imitators, f " The sjmagogue service was for- 
saken; the religious instruction of the youth neglected; 
religious life yanished; and along with it many a social 
virtue, temperance, peace of mind, and domestic happiness.''^ 
I am happy to say, that this is not the general state of the 
Reformed Jews at present : that many are aware of the 
excess to which they had been led, and are now retracing 
their steps, and that in the schools the religious education 
of the children is well attended to. But still a mighty 
impulse has been communicated to the Jewish mind. The 
Jews of Germany are not yet in a state of calm. They 
are seeking for they know not what Many, especially the 
studious youth, are without fixed principles, and therefore 
foil a prey to that form of infidelity which now prevails. 
Now, then, is the time to present to them the pearl of great 
price^ — the true philosophy — the true hope of their nation. 
It is especially our duty to preach the Gospel to those 
amongst whom the poison of ini^elity has only begun to 
spread. The Jews of Poland are still generally free. But 
if we are slothful, I do fiilly expect that what is called 

♦ Jost, voL ix. p. ei. t Ibid., p. 108. % Ibid., p. 110. 
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^nligbtenment,* will spread amongst the whole nation, and 
we may live to see amongst the Jews the most fonnidable 
enemies of our faitL Kidder said truly, more than a cen- 
tury ago, " The Jews are, of all men in the world, the 

most considerable enemies of Christianity.f The 

Deists among us, who would run down our revealed reli^on, 
and those among us who oppose many of its fundamental 
articles, are but underworkmen to the Jews; their tools and 
instruments with which they labour, are to be found in the 
shops of the Jews, who are generally more dexterous in 
using them, than those men are among ourselves who trade 
under them." The truth of this remark is fully borne out 
by the stress which the infidels of our times lay upon the 
assistance of the Jews. An infidel bookseller in this city 
has published an English translation of the Toldoth Jeshu, 
and promises another of the " Buckler of Fsuth," and 
other Jewish books, which, he says, have never been refuted. 
If we then do not come forward zealously and efficiently 
to lead the Jews to Christianity, it is my own conviction 
that we may live to see Jews instrumental in leading many 
to a rejection of the New Testament 

The last argument which I shall urge is, that the work 
has been well begun. The duty has been acknowledged, 
acted upon, and blessed. It cannot now be relinquished 
without incurring a double portion of condemnation. It is 
not my wish to magnify the effiarts of this Society beyond 
the bounds of sober truth, nor to make statements which 
exceed my own convictions. My own opinion is that this 
Society has only made a beginning, but I believe that this 
beginning has been a good one, and blessed of God. This 
Society has, in the first place, awakened the attention of 
Christians in all parts of the world to the scriptural duty 
of preaching to the Jews. Similar societies have been 
formed on the continent of Europe and in America, some 
of which, especially those of Berlin and Posen, have been 
zealous and efficient in the work. Throughout all Germany, 
* Aufklaerung. f Vol. iii., pp. 479, 480. 
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indiyiduals have been raised up to care for, and administer 
to the wants of Israelites who are seeking the truth. This 
Society has also translated the New Testament into Hebrew 
and Jewish, and published a German edition in rabbinic 
characters, so that the Jews can now read the true Gospel 
in languages which they understand. They need no longer 
learn Christianity from men, the best and wisest of whom 
cannot preach it in perfect purity, but they can go to the 
source, and draw from the unadulterated waters of salvation^ 
The translation of the New Testament into Hebrew 
appears to me to be one of the greatest achievements of 
the Society; and, though I am.^r from believing that the 
translation is perfect,* I look upon it as the greatest blessing 
which the Christian Church ever conferred upon the Jewish 
people. Many learned Jews both in the east and west, 
have been led to read the Gospel, because it was presented 
to them in their holy language. I have myself found it in 
the houses of Jews who still denied its authority, and who 
prized and read it, though they did not believe in Christ : 
and I know more than one instance in which it has been 
the means of bringing Jews to the knowledge of the truth. 
Thousands of this blessed book have been circulated, and 
the eflPects will never be fully known until the great day of 
accoimt. K the Society did nothing else but thus circulate 
the New Testament, this would itself be sufficient to give it 
a claim upon all those who believe in the power of the 
Word of God. But it has also circulated thousands of the 
Old Testament Scriptures in the Hebrew. In every part 
of the world, the editions of this Society are testifying to 
Jews of the love of Christians, and their faith in the law 
and the prophets. Many a Jew would never have possessed 
a complete copy of the Scriptures, but for the efforts of 
this Society. There are thousands and tens of thousands 
of Jews who are too poor to buy a Jewish edition, because 
those editions are generally printed with the rabbinic com- 

♦ A new and corrected edition of the Hebrew New Testament will be 
published immediately. 
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mentaries. How then were they- to search the law and the 
prophets to know the true character of Christ? The bounty 
of the Christian Church dispensed by this Society has now 
made this possible. Jews thankfully and readily buy the 
Bibles printed by this Society; and I know of more than 
one instance where Jewish schools have been supplied. 
This has, perhaps, made a deeper impression on the Jews 
than the circulation of the New Testament ; for I have 
known Jews ask, What could be our reason for circulating 
the Old Testament, which they said was contrary to the 
New? The answer, that it contains the proofe of the truth 
of the New, has presented Christianity to their minds in a 
new light. But this Society has also sent forth missionaries 
to preach the Gospel; and Jews in every part of the 
world know that there is a Society, whose express object it 
is to lead them to Christ Many thousands of Jews have 
heard the Gospel of the grace of God, and in almost every 
city of the north of Germany, there are individuals of the 
Jewish nation, whose conversion proves that the efforts of 
the Society have been blessed. In Poland also, many, male 
and female, old and young, educated and uneducated, have 
been brought to confess Christ and to live to the Saviour. 
The work has been begun, and the beginning blessed : but, 
after all, it has only been begun. The Word of God has 
not been at all proportionably circulated. I should wish to 
see a copy of the Old and New Testament given into the 
hands of every Jewish family in the world. The Jewish 
controversy has not yet been adequately studied : the chief 
polemic works of the Jews still remain toithout an ansiver ; and 
the best Christian toorks on the subject are still locked up in 
languages which but few of the Jews understand. Mere 
tracts, containing a few texts about the Messiah, are not 
efficient weapons to attack the prejudices and errors of an 
acute, and, in their own way, learned people. The learning 
of the Jews must be studied ; their most learned and cele- 
brated authors must be confuted; their books of authority 
must be republished, either in whole or in part, with 
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Christian notes. We must in this become Jews to the 
Jews, if we wish to save their souls. I know that, after all, 
the simple preaching of the cross of Christ is the appointed 
means of the salvation of sinners : but still, if we would 
lead any one from error, we must know what his errors are; 
and we must conciliate his good will, and convince him €i 
the sincerity of our love and intentions, by showing him 
that we have taken the trouble to examine the grounds on 
which his error rests. This is the plan which the Christian 
Church has pursued in all its controversies with Arians, 
Sodnians, Antinomians, and other heretics ; and which it 
must pursue, if it be in earnest in seeking the salvation of 
the Jews. The Jew looks Upon us as ignorant Gentiles; 
we must convince him of the contrary, not by abusing the 
Talmud and the writings of the rabbles, which he sees and 
feels we have never read ; but by showing him that we have 
studied them as well as he; and that either they bear 
witness to the truth of Christianity, or that there are valid 
and scriptural grounds for believing them in error when 
they oppose it The Gospel must also be more generally 
preached. There must be more missionaries. Christian 
ministers, also, who have Jews residing in their neighbour- 
hood, must do what they can by preaching to, and conversing 
with, this people. In truth, it appears to me as if the 
Society had done much towards preparing the foundations 
and collecting the materials, and that the work of building 
now remained. It is for the Christian Church to decide 
whether the fabric is to be erected, or whether they will 
leave the work unfinished. Every argument that urged 
you to begin, should now move you to continue : you cannot 
draw back without sealing your own condemnation. The 
souls of the Jews are as precious now as when you first, 
began, — ^the Word of God as powerful, — the guilt of past 
neglect as heavy, — the providence of God in bringing the 
Jews to your very doors as striking, — the state of the Jews 
more encouraging ; and besides all this, God has thus far 
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blessed your efforts. You have put your hands to the 
plough ; you cannot draw back without proclaiming your- 
self unworthy of being Christ's disciples. The Lord give 
you grace to persevere, and to Him, with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without 
end! 



THE END. 



Maclntotb, Printer, Greftt New-itreet, LoodoD. 



Digitized by 



Google 



A SERMON, 



PREACHED AT THE 

EPISCOPAL JEWS' CHAPEL, CAMBRIDGE HEATH, 
BETHNAL GREEN, 

ON THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 2, 1839, 

BEFORE THE 

Uottlion SbotUtu 

FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIANITY AMONGST THE JEWS, 



REV. THOMAS JATTERSHALL, D.D., 

INCUMBENT MINISTER OP ST. AUGUSTINE'S, LIVERPOOL ; AND LATE FELLOW 
OF queen's college, CAMBRIDGE. 



LONDON : 
Printed by A. Macintosh, SO, Great New Street. 

SOLD AT THB 

LONDON SOCIETY'S OFFICE, 16, EXETER HALL, STRAND; 

BY DUNCAN & MALCOLM, PATERNOSTER-ROW ; HATCHARD & SON, PICCADILLY ; 
AND B. WERTHEIM, 14, PATERNOSTBR-ROW. 

1839. 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized 



by Google 



SERMON. 



ROMANS XI. 26 (part.) 
" All Israel shall be save(U^ 

To exhibit his own character, in the harmonious union of 
all his infinite perfections, is the great design which God 
has had in view from all eternity, and which he has 
pursued in all his dealings with his creatures from the 
beginning. To this design, as to their originating motive, 
must be traced up all the wonders of creation and of 
providence ; to this must be referred the entire scheme of 
God's moral government of the world ; and to this also 
must be ascribed that greatest of all the works of God, 
that richest display of Divine wisdom and goodness, in 
comparison of which all others sink into insignificance, 
the stupendous scheme of redemption and grace. 

Nor is there any subject of contemplation, on which the 
mind of the true Christian so much loves to expatiate, nor 
any field in which it so greatly delights to range, in the full 
exercise of all its meditative and adoring powers, as on the 
many and unerring proofs of unbounded wisdom^ power, 
and mercy, of immaculate holiness, and unchanging 
faithfulness and truth, which are exhibited in all the 
proceedings of God towards man, which are brought 
under review either in the pages of inspiration, or in the 
volume of history, or in all those multiplied occurrences 
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which become, to the Christian himself, matter of daily 
observation and experience. 

Neither is meditation of this kind less replete with 
profit than with delight, to the devout Christian mind. 
For what exercise can be more calculated to elevate 
and purify the soul, to calm its fears, to strengthen 
its hopes, to encourage its resolutions, and to call forth 
all its energies into active and vigorous exertion; 
than to recognize, wherever it looks abroad, the sure 
manifestations of God's sovereign and infinitely generous 
purposes of grace and mercy towards rebellious sinners ; 
and his no less infinitely generous and unchanging stead- 
fastness in the prosecution of them; in despite not only of 
heedless indifference, but of opposition, insult, and provo- 
cation, in every form, on the part of those for whom the 
benefit is designed ? whereby, not only is displayed, before 
the eyes of God's believing people, a lofty pattern of that 
holiness and love which they are called to imitate ; but 
their own trust in God is confirmed, and they are 
established in the assured confidence, that he will neither 
forsake them by reason of their infirmities, nor suffer 
them to be disappointed of their hope, through the power 
or malice of their spiritual foes. 

Perhaps there is no part of the Divine proceedings, 
falling within the sphere of human observation, more 
interesting or more instructive, in this point of view, than 
the course of God's dealings with the people of Israel. 
God was pleased, of his own good pleasure, to single out 
and select Abraham, "a Syrian ready to perish," from 
among the number of his idolatrous kindred ; to make 
himself known to him ; and with him alone, including his 
posterity after him, to enter into a federal relation or 
compact. This compact was to be one of perpetual 
obligation ; and while it contained the security of peculiar 
spiritual, as well as temporal privileges, it included 
especially the gift of the land of Canaan, to be their abode 
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and possession to the end of time. ^< / will establish my 
covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in 
their yenerations, to be a God unto thee^ and to thy seed 
after thee. And I wiU yive unto thee^ and to thy seed 
after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger^ all the 
land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession ; and I will 
be their GodJ'* And in pursuance of the provisions of 
this covenant God did^ though after the lapse of a long 
series of years^ establish the descendants of Abraham in 
the land of promise; designings beyond all doubt, that 
that possession should continue to the end of time. 

We learn, however, from the volume of sacred history, 
that the children of Abraham grievously departed from 
their God, and violated their covenant engagement by fol- 
lowing after strange gods, the gods of the Heathen ; and it 
therefore pleased Almighty God, in order to punish the un- 
faithfulness of his people, to suffer their land to be invaded ; 
first, by the king of Assyria, by whom ten of the tribes of 
Israel, were carried away captive, and. afterwards by the 
king of Babylon, by whom the remaining two tribes were 
also carried into captivity. From the former of these 
captivities, not only have the children of the ten tribes 
never yet been brought back, but the place of their abode 
has not, hitherto, been with certainty ascertained. 

With respect, however, to the latter two tribes, the 
dealings of God have been widely diflferent. To these tribes, 
those of Judah and Benjamin, God may not unfitly be said 
to have granted a second trial or probation. They were 
permitted, after the comparatively short period of seventy 
years, to return to their own land, their city and temple 
were rebuilt, and the worship of the true God was again 
established among them. But neither, notwithstanding 
the judgments which had fallen upon them, did the 
people of Judah now cleave steadfastly to their God. They 
did not, it is true, addict themselves afresh to the worship 

* Gen. xvii. 7, 8. 
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of idolB, but, by following after the traditions of men, 
they made void the Word of God, they sinfully misinter- 
preted the character of that Messiah whom the Scriptures 
of the prophets had foretold; and when God, in infinite 
compassion, "sent his only-begotten Son into the world, 
not to condemn the world, but that the world through him 
might be saved," * him they despised and rejected, and 
*' with wicked hands, crucified and slew." t This was their 
crowning sin, and it was followed by signal punishment. 
After not many years, Jerusalem was encompassed with 
armies, besieged, taken, and laid waste. The temple was 
reduced to a heap of ruins. The inhabitants, after being 
driven to the most unheard of extremities, were in vast 
multitudes cruelly massacred; and the remainder of them 
were exiled from their home, were scattered and dispersed 
among the Heathen, and made "a proverb and a bye-word 
among all nations,^' as their descendants have continued, 
through a period of nearly eighteen centuries, unto this 
day. 

What then is the inference which may be legitimately 
draMrn from this remarkable history ? Are we to conclude 
that God has cast off his ancient people? — that he holds 
himself released from his covenant engagement with them? 
— ^that, by reason of their long-continued rebellion, his 
patience and long-suffering have been exhausted, and that 
he will look upon them with favour no more ? No, by no 
means, God is not such an one as ourselves. His ways 
are higher than our ways, and His thoughts than our 
thoughts. His purposes, once fixed in his own mind, are 
in no wise contingent upon the affections or dealings, 
whether faithful or otherwise, of men. He will not break 
his covenant, nor alter the thing that is gone forth out of 
his lips. And though the house of Israel has endured a 
long desertion and captivity, yet is there, even now, mercy 
in store for her. Though the harp of Judah has long 
hung silent upon the willows, yet shall it again resound to 

• John iii. 16, 17. f Acts ii. 23. 
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tbe songs of Zioiu Though Jerusalem has long been 
trodden imder foot of the Gentiles^ yet shall her streets 
again echo with ^^ the voice of joy and the voice of gladness^ 
with the voice of the bridegroom^ and the voice of the bride^ 
toitk the voice of them that shall say^ Praise ye the Lord of 
HostSj for the Lord is good^ for his mercy endwreth for 
ever J'* Though the descendants of Jacob have long, as 
concerning the Gospel, been enemies for our sokes, yet still, cks 
touching the election, they are beloved for the father^ sakes, 
" for the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.^* f 

fielieving it to be the design of God, to bring back the 
capttrity of his people, and to make them again partakers 
of all the blessings which he promised to Abraham their 
father, the members of the London Society for promoting 
Christianity amongst the Jews have associated themselves 
together, for the express purpose of furthering, as far as 
may be permitted them, this part of the will of the Most 
High. 

Many, indeed, there are who regard the object of this 
Society, as scarcely falling within the proper sphere of 
Christian exertion. They think that efforts directed to 
such a purpose, are either needless on the one hand, or 
hopeless on the other. They seem to assume it almost as 
an unquestionable principle, that to expect any good 
result to arise, from any attempt of man to promote the 
spiritual benefit of the Jewish people, is extravagant and 
vain. But I am persuaded, dear brethren, that all 
prejudices or prepossessions of this kind, are erroneous in 
themselves, and owe their existence, entirely, to a want of 
due consideration, and study of the Word of God. Nor 
can I conceal my conviction^ that such prejudices are 
chargeable with no small measure of guilt. For, dear 
brethren, if God hath indeed spoken, who shall lightly 
presume to disregard or disbelieve ? If God has promised, 
who shall yield to mistrust, or doubt the fulfilment of the 

» Jer. xxxiii. 11. f Rom. xi. 29, 
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8 SERMON, 

promise? If God has commanded, who shall withhold 
his jservice ? nay, rather, who should not esteem it his 
highest privilege to listen and to obey ? 

It is my purpose, in simple dependance, as 1 trust, 
upon the gracious aid and blessing of the good Spirit of 
God, to invite your attention on the present interesting 
occasion, 

I. To THB DECLARATION OR PROMISE CONTAINED IN THE 

text; and 

II. To the DUTIES WHICH DEVOLVE UPON THE CHRIS- 
TIAN Church, in relation to the fulfilment of rr. And, 

I. To the DECLARATION or promise contained in the 
text, — 

" All Israel shall be saved/' 

In the endeavour to understand the import of this 
declaration, let us first hear the inspired apostle explain 
his own meaning. ''All Israel shall be saved; as it is 
written. There shall come out of Zion a Deliverer, and shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob J' 

The whole scope of the Apostle's reasoning, in the 
chapter from which the text is taken, is in direct agree- 
ment with the observations which have been already 
oflfered, in the introductory part of the present discourse. 
He contemplates the children of Israel as having been 
cast off for a season for two purposes ; namely, both that 
God might exhibit upon them his own righteous indigna- 
tion against sin ; and also that the rejection of the Jews 
might, under the singular control of his overruling 
providence, be made the means of extending the knowledge 
of Christ to the Gentile world. And he then looks 
forward to the restoration of the Jews to the Divine 
favour, and sets forth the expected event as fraught with 
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Still more abundant blessings to the Gentiles. ^' I say ihen^ 
Have they stumbled that they shovld fall ? God forbid : but 
rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 
for to provoke them to jealousy. Now if the fall of them be 
the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches 
of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness f * Again; 
** If the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the deadf^*f 
And further, " / would not, brethren, that ye shovld be 
ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own 
conceits ; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until 
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall 
be saved.** X 

If we search the Scriptures of the Prophets, we shall 
find in them the most decisive and abundant confirmation 
of the expectation thus held out by our Apostle; declaring 
what has been, from of old, the purpose of God concerning 
his ancient people. And in presenting the subject to the 
consideration of others, the only difficulty which we feel, 
is that of selecting such particular portions of those pro- 
phetic Scriptures, as may appear to possess any claim to 
particular attention, in preference to the rest. So clearly, 
we are persuaded, must it appear to the mind of every 
careful and unprejudiced reader of the sacred oracles, that 
the Scripture testimony, on the subject in question, is not 
confined to any small number of isolated passages, and 
still less to any passages of doubtful interpretation ; but 
that, on the contrary, it runs through the entire volume 
of prophecy, and forces itself upon his notice, in a 
manner irresistible, and which, at least, ought not to be 
mistaken. 

I shall, however, on the present occasion, endeavour to 
make such a selection, and shall invite your attention to 
two or three striking portions of the prophetic Scriptures, 
which will supply the fullest elucidation of the meaning 

♦ Romans xi. 11, 12. f Ibid., ver. 15. t Ibid., ver. 25, 26. 
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10 SERMON, 

of our text ; and from which it will, if I mistake not, fully 
appear, that God has a two-fold blessing yet in store for 
his people Israel : and that all Israel shall be saved, both 
(1) TEMPORALLY, in their restorcUion to the land of 
promise; and (2) spiritually, in the enjoyment of all 
the blessings of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

To by far the greater proportion of my present audience, 
it is more than probable, — nay, I rejoice to assure myself 
that it is certain, — that the prophecies which I shall quote 
are familiar, and that the remarks which I shah make 
upon them, will appear almost too obvious to have re- 
quired to be suggested. And this may perhaps be the 
proper place to observe, that the view which I am about 
to take of the subject, with which we are at present 
engaged, is of a more eletnentary nature than might be 
thought altogether necessary, considering the character of 
my present auditory, and bearing also in remembrance 
the already matured state of the views and plans of the 
Society, the celebration of whose Thirty-first Anniversary 
has assembled us together. 1 have, however, been induced 
to adopt this course by a variety of considerations, but 
chiefly by the following : — namely, that while it is always 
delightful, and can never be unattended with profit, to 
those who are engaged in any work of faith or labour of 
love, to review again the foundations upon which their 
expectations are based, and to examine again the scrip- 
tural principles, which have hitherto guided both their 
designs and their operations: it is, perhaps, to be 
expected, and certainly a thing to be hoped for, that there 
may be present, on an occasion like this, some few 
individuals at least, to whom those principles are less 
familiar than it is desirable they should be ; and whose 
minds, it would therefore appear to be one of the special 
designs of the present and similar services, to direct to 
those considerations, by which, if God vouchsafe his 
blessing, they may be led to juster views upon a subject, 
in which not only the best interests of the Jewish people, 
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but the dearest hopes of the whole Christian Church, are 
most deeply and essentially involved. 

Let me, then, refer you first to the prophecy contained 
in Isaiah xi. 10, and following verses, where we read, — In 
that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand 
for an ensign of the people ; to it shall the Gentiles seek : 
and his rest shall be glorious. And it shall come to pass 
in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the 
second time^ to recover the remnant of his people, which 
shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and 
from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and 
from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands 
of the sea. And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, 
and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather 
together the dispersed ofJudah, from the four comers of 
the earth. The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and 
the adversaries ofJudah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall 
not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim. But 
they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward 
the west; they shall spoil them of the east together : they 
shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab; and the 
children of Amman shall obey them. And the Lord shall 
utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with 
his mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river, 
and shall smite it in the seven streams, and make men go 
over dryshod. And there shall be an highway for the 
remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria ; 
like as it was to Israel, in the day that he came up out of 
t/ie land of Egypt. 

And in the following chapter, which is a continuation 
of the same strain of prophetic anticipation, it is added : — 
And in that day thou shall say, O Lord, I will praise 
thee: though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is 
turned away, and thou comfortedst me. Behold, God is 
my salvation ; I will trust, and not be afraid : for the 
Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song ; he also is 
become my salvation. 
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12 SERMON, 

N0W9 brethren, a volume would scarcely suffice to set 
forth fully, in their true bearings, all the parts of this 
remarkable prophecy, A few remarks are, however, all 
that can be permitted on the present occasion. 

And here, therefore, I observe, that provided only this 
prophecy relate to events yet in futurity ; provided only 
it have not yet received its accomplishment in events 
already past; it must be admitted at once, to afford a full 
and sufficient warrant, for all the expectations which we 
entertain, respecting the salvation of the Jewish people. 
And the only method by which it can be pretended, with 
the smallest degree of plausibility, that such expectations 
are not warranted by it, is, by supposing that it really 
has received its accomplishment, in the return of the Jews 
from the captivity of Babylon, since there is no other 
event recorded in history, to which it can, by any 
possibility, be even conjectured to refer. Such an inter- 
pretation, however, cannot, in my opinion, be maintained 
for a moment, and for the following reasons : — 

1. The restoration of Israel predicted in this prophecy 
is distinctly referred to some period subsequent to the 
coming of Messiah. 

Who, brethren, is that root of Jesse, who it is declared 
shall stand for an ensign to the people, — to whom, also, 
the Gentiles shall seek ? Can this be any other than He 
who was to spring from the son of Jesse ? Can this be 
any other than He who was to be " made of the seed of 
David according to the flesh ?" Can this be any other 
than " the root and the offspring of David ? ^ David's 
Son, and David's Lord ? The answer to this question is 
obvious. Now, then, the restoration of the Jews from 
Babylon took place many centuries before the coming of 
Christ in the flesh. And it is obvious also, that during 
the period which has elapsed since that event — since the 
coming of Christ into the world — there has hitherto 
occurred no restoration of the Jews from any captivity 
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whatever. And we are therefore compelled to infer, that 
the restoration from Babylon cannot be the event foretold 
in this prophecy ; and also that the predicted event is 
still in futurity. 

2. The restoration, foretold in this prophecy, is expressly 
said to be a second event of that nature. ** The Lord 
shall set his hand again the secotid time, to recover the 
remnant of his people." 

The restoration from Babylon may possibly be one of 
the events here alluded to : it may be that which is tacitly 
called the Jlrst recovery of God's people from captivity. 
But the event to which the prophecy mainly relates, and 
with which we are at present chiefly concerned, is clearly 
subsequent to that first restoration. It is a recovery not 
from the first, but from a second, and therefore, doubtless, 
from the present captivity. 

3. When the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin were 
carried captive by Nebuchadnezzar, the provinces of 
Babylon were the seat of their captivity ; and it was 
from Babylon that they were in due time permitted to 
return. 

But among all the names of the countries or places 
mentioned in the prophecy under consideration, from 
which God's people are to be recovered, the name of 
Babylon does not occur. Mention is made, indeed, of 
Shinar, the district in which Babylon was situated, but 
not of Babylon itself. Now, when the very frequent 
mention of the name of Babylon in other places is con- 
sidered 5 and the prominency with which the name of that 
great city stands forth, connected with the history of the 
former captivity and restoration of the Jewish people, is 
borne in mind ; the omission of it in this place cannot, I 
am persuaded, be thought to be merely accidental — it 
cannot be without a reason. In fact, this omission appears 
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14 SERMON, 

of itself to convey an intimation — ^by no means an 
obscure one — ^tliat at the period of this predicted second 
restoration of Israel, Babylon itself should have ceased to 
exist. Add to this, that the restoration or recovery* in 
question, is a gathering together, of the remnant of God's 
people which shall be left, from other regions, as well as 
from that of Shinar — regions, too, of Africa and of Europe, 
as well as of Asia. They are to be recovered *^ from 
Assyria," " and from Egypt," that is, I suppose, Lower 
Egypt; " from Pathros," or C/pjoer Egypt ; **from Cush," 
that is, Ethiopia 5 ** from Elam," or Persia; *' from 
Hamath," or Syria j " and from the islands of the sea," 
or parts beyond the Mediterranean Sea, which, in fact, is 
Europe. It is a restoration from a dispersion as well as 
a captivity. 

4. The kingdoms of Israel and Judah are both com- 
prehended in this prophecy, and are contemplated as in a 
state of union with each other. 

It is, however, to be remembered, that the kingdom of 
Israel was first carried into captivity by the King of 
Assyria, and upwards of a century afterwards, Judah was 
carried away captive by the King of Babylon. 

But so far from the prophecy under consideration having 
received any accomplishment whatever, with reference to 
the re-union of the two kingdoms into one ; the former of 
the two has never hitherto, in any sense whatever, been 
restored from captivity, nor even the place of its captivity 
been with certainty ascertained. So clear is it, that the 
restoration here predicted, is a restoration still future. 
And to look forward to the accomplishment of the great 
event itself might, by reason of the particular last men- 
tioned, have been regarded as almost too great an eflbrt of 
faith, had not God himself been pleased to anticipate and 
rebuke all tendency or disposition in his people to un- 
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belief, by declaring that there shall be a highway for the 
remnant of his people that shall be left from Assyria : 
— ^for God knows where they are, though our researches 
hai^ hitherto proved ineffectual — like as it was to Israel 
in the day that he came up out of the land of Egypt. 
Yes, brethren, God did, at that day, baffle the united craft 
and malice of Pharaoh and his host. He suspended the 
very course of nature, to make way for the accomplish- 
ment of his own purposes of mercy towards his covenant 
people ; and He is the same Almighty Being still : still 
ruling in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabiters 
of the earthy still holding all things under his own con- 
trol : and whatever hinderances, either the opposition of 
men, or even the constitution of nature itself, may appear, 
in the view of narrow-sighted creatures such as we are, to 
place in the way of the fulfilment of His designs, he can 
at once remove them out of the way; and, whether 
through an enemy's land, or through the sea, the desert 
or the mountains, can prepare a way for the remnant of 
his people. 

So certain then is the evidence which is furnished by 
this prophecy, of temporal mercies yet in store for Israel, 
as a nation recovered from captivity. And that God has 
also spiritual mercies in reserve for that people, who can 
entertain a doubt, who duly regards what is said, in the 
latter part of the prophecy, to which our attention has been 
directed ? Israel and Judah, united as a nation, are united 
to serve the Lord. We are led to contemplate their state, 
not as we now behold the dispersed of Judah, full of 
enmity against the name of Christ, and denying the Lord 
who bought them with his blood; but glorying in the 
salvation wrought out for them, enjoying a full conviction 
of God's pardoning love towards them, happy in the 
comfort of the Spirit, and confident in the strength and 
faithfulness of Him who has wrought out such deliverance 
for them, that he will abide with them, and uphold them 
for ever. 
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Beloved brethren, I feel that I might safely venture 
to rest the whole of the case, which I have undertaken 
to establish, upon the proofs which have now already- 
been adduced. I feel convinced, that there is not^an 
individual among you, who would refuse his assent, 
upon the strength of this evidence alone, to the truth of 
the propositions which have been asserted. I will how- 
ever refer you to one or two other prophetic testimonies, 
equally convincing with that already adverted to, though 
I must, of necessity, abstain from following them with any 
lengthened remarks of my own. 

Let us, then, turn our attention to what is written in 
the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel, chap, xxxvi. 24, &c. 
/ will take you from among the heathen, and gather you 
out of all countries, and will bring you into your oum land. 
Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall 
be clean : from all your Jilthiness, and from all your idols, 
will I cleanse you, A new heart also will I give you, 
and a new spirit will I put within you : and I unll take 
away the stony heart out ofyourfiesh, and I will give you 
an heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, 
and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep 
my judgments, and do them. And ye shall dwell in the 
land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my 
people, and I will be your God. 

I need scarcely observe here, that both a temporal 
restoration to the land of their fathers, — not merely a return 
from Babylon, but a gathering out of all countries — and 
also a spiritual participation of the blessings of the 
Gospel, pardon of sin, and renovation of heart, are the 
blessings here promised to God's ancient people, which 
promises, it is but too evident, have not yet received their 
fulfilment 

There are, I doubt not, many, whose habit it has been 
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hitherto, to receive these promises as if they were 
addressed to the Christian Church generally, without 
any special reference to the Jewish nation ; and, who, 
when they hear them thus specifically applied to that 
people, will be ready to reclaim against such special 
appropriation of them^ and to say, ^^ Surely, these promises 
we have hitherto understood to be our own property, our 
own treasure, our own inheritance; we have taken them to 
ourselves; we have built our hopes upon them; we have 
been accustomed, in virtue of them, to assure ourselves 
that God would give us pardon and grace here, and glory 
hereafter. Have we then been deceived ? Are these our 
expectations and hopes devoid of any secure foundation ? 
Does God, indeed, speak, in these gracious words, of what 
he will do for the children of Israel only ? And have we, of 
Gentile descent, no interest in these promises ? " 

Our reply, dear brethren, to these inquiries is this. God 
is, beyond all question, speaking, in these prophetic declara- 
tions and promises, primarily and specifically, concerning 
his purposes of grace towards the descendants of Abraham; 
in whom these promises shall assuredly receive a distinct 
and true accomplishment. But does it thence follow, that 
Gentile believers are to yield up, as in no degree belonging 
to themselves, the hopes which these promises convey ? 
No ; by no means. Let us ever keep in remembrance, 
that it is the same God who justifies the circumcision 
through faith, and the uncircumcision by faith :* that thet/ 
which are offaith, are blessed with faithful Abraham .'f and 
that whatever blessings of grace, therefore. He has in store 
for the believing Jew, He has also in store for the believ- 
ing Gentile. Continue, then, dear brethren, to lay ^aim to 
these promises; to expect the fulfilment of them to your- 
selves ; to plead them in prayer before God ; and you shall 
not be disappointed in your hope. But do not forget, that 
the children of Abraham are your elder brethren, in the 
benefit which they hold out. 

* Rom. iii. 30. f Gal. iii. 9. 
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My next reference shall be to the prophecy contained 
in the chapter next succeeding that from which our last 
quotation was made, namely, Ezekiel xxxvii. 15, et seq. 
The word of the Lord came again unto me, saying, More- 
over, thou son of man, take thee one stick, and write upon 
it, For Judahy and for the children of Israel his com- 
panions : then take another stick, and write upon it. For 
Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of 
Israel his companions: and join them one to another 
into one stick ; and they shall become one in thine hand. 
And when the children of thy people shall speak unto thee, 
saying, fFilt thou not shew us what thou meanest hy 
these ? Say unto them. Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, 
I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of 
Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put 
them with him, even with the stick of Judah, and make 
them one stick, and they shall be one in mine hand. And 
the sticks whereon thou loritest shall be in thine hand before 
their eyes. And say unto them. Thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among the 
heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every 
side, and bring them into their own land : and I will make 
them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and 
one king shall be king to them all : and they shall be no more 
two nations, neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms 
any more at all: neither shall they defile themselves any 
more with their idols, njor with their detestable things, nor with 
any ofiheir transgressions ; but I will save them out of all 
their dwelling-places, wherein they have sinned, and will 
cleanse them : so shall they be my people, and I toiU be their 
God. And David my servant shall be king over them ; and 
they alf shall have one shepherd : they shall also walk in my 
judgments, and observe my statutes, and do them. And they 
shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, 
wherein your fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, 
even they, and their children, and their children's children for 
ever: and my servant David shall be their prince for ever. 
Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them ; it shall 
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he an everlasting covenant with them : and I will place them, 
and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of 
them for evermore. My tabernacle also shall be with them ; 
yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And 
the heathen shall know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel, 
when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for 
evermore. 

It is almost superfluous to observe, that in this pro- 
phecy, is foretold a restoration of Israel to the land of 
their fathers ; and that one of the characteristic features 
of that restoration, a feature too distinctly marked to 
escape observation, or to be mistaken, is the union of the 
two nations of Judah and Israel, a union never afterwards 
to be broken asunder. This prophecy, therefore, has 
never yet been accomplished, and the temporal mercies 
•which it sets forth, are yet in reserve for God's ancient 
people. 

Moreover, that spiritual mercies of the highest degree 
of blessedness, are also to characterize the state of Israel 
recovered from their captivity, is also clear, not only from 
the declaration that they shall not defile themselves any more 
toith their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any 
of their transgressions: but, also, from the more significant 
and comprehensive promise, David my servant — under 
which name is, beyond all question, intended Christ the 
Son of David, — shall be king over them ; and they shall also 
walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes, and do them. 
Yes, Brethren, Israel, restored from captivity, shall 
acknowledge Jesus Christ, who was made of the seed of 
David according to the flesh.* And, — whatever else of a 
more earthly, or a vaox^ personal kind, this promised reign 
of Christ may or may not be supposed to imply, — He 
shall assuredly exercise over them a spiritual dominion, 
reigning in every heart ; every thought being brought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ.f 

♦ Rom. i. 3. t 2 Cor. x. 5. 
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I will add but one testimony more, which I shall leave ^ 
altogether without comment, further than by premising 
that it obviously relates to times subsequent to the coming 
of Messiah ; that it speaks of the recovery both of Israel^ 
and of Judah, from a state of wide dispersion ; that it 
represents this recovery, as an event of such transcendent 
glory, as almost to efface the memory of every former 
deliverance, even that from the bondage of Egypt ; and^ 
that it contemplates them as in a state of conversion, or 
spiritual allegiance to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The prophecy to which I now refer is found in Jere- 
miah xxiii. 5—8, and is as follows : — Beholdj the days 
come^ saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a 
righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and 
shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In his days 
Judah shall he saved, and Israel shall dwell safely : and this 
is his name whereby he shall be called, The Lord our 
RiOHTEOUSNESS. Therefore, behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, tJiat they shall no more say. The Lord liveth, 
which brought up the children of Israel out of the land of 
Mgypt ; but. The Lord liveth, which brought up and which 
led the seed of the house of Israel out of the north country, 
and from all countries whither I had driven them ; and they 
shall dwell in their own land. 

Such then, brethren, are some of the testimonies of 
prophetic Scripture, which bear most directly upon the 
question, which we have at present under our consideration ; 
and which appear amply sufficient to confirm the inter- 
pretation, which we have ventured to give, of the passage 
which al^ands at the head of this discourse; and fully to 
warrant the expectation that All Israel shall be saved, 
both temporally, in being restored to the land of their 
fathers ; and spiritually, in their conversion to the faith of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Whether of these two events — the restoration or the 
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conversion of Israel — it is the purpose of God should be 
accomplished first in order, may possibly be made a ques- 
tion^ the discussion of which would certainly not be 
without its peculiar interest. I cannot, however, refuse 
my assent to the opinion of those, who incline to the 
belief, that their restoration will precede their general 
conversion, rather than the contrary. One, indeed, of the 
passages already quoted from the prophet Ezekiel, appears 
to me decisive on the subject ; I allude to that which 
occufs in chapter xxxvi. verse 24, of that book, where it 
is written, / will take you from among the heathen^ and 
gather you out of all countries^ and toill bring you into your 
own land. THEN-r-that is, after I have thus gathered, and 
brought you into your own land — then will I sprinkle clean 
water upon you ; and ye shall be ckan^ Sfc. 

There are, it is true, other passages of Holy Writ, which 
appear, at first sight, opposed to this view of the question; 
but, which, as I think, a little reflection is sufficient to 
shew it to be perfectly reconcileable with it. One of these 
occurs in the book of Deuteronomy, chap. xxx. 1, et seq. 
And it shall come to pass^ when all these things are come 
upon thecj the blessing and the curse^ which I have set 
before thee^ and thou shalt call them to mind among all 
the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath driven thee^ 
and shalt return unto the Lord thy God, and shalt obey his 
voice according to all that I command thee this day, thou and 
thy children, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul ; 
that THEN — that is, after thou shalt have returned 
unto the Lord thy God, &c., — ^The Lord thy God will 
TURN thy captivity, uud have compassion upon thee, and 
will return and gather thee from all the nations, 
whither the Lord thy God hath scattered thee. If any 
of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, 
from thence will the Lord thy God gather thee, and from 
thence will he fetch thee : And the Lord thy God will 
bring thee into the latid which thy fathers possessed, and 
thou shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, and mui" 
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tiply thee above thy fathers. And the Lord thy Ood will 
circumcise thine hearty and the heart of thy seedy to love 
the Lord thy God with all thine hearty and with all thy 
souly that thou mayest live. 

Now it must, I conceive, be at once confessed, that this 
passage does contain a prediction of a certain great change, 
in the religious condition of the people of Israel, which 
will precede their restoration to the land of their fathers ; 
and this admission may appear to be at variance with the 
views already stated, in which it is maintained that their 
conversion will succeed^ not precede, their restoration. 
The truth, however, I believe is, that the change which is 
here predicted as preceding the restoration of Israel, is of 
a preparatory nature only, and of a less decisive character, 
than such as is implied in conversion to the faith of Christ. 
It appears rather to be a change from idolatry, or infidelity, 
or irreligion, to more just views of the importance of 
religion in general, or of the obligation of the law of Moses 
in particular, than any thing of a more properly Christian 
character. This, I think, is to be gathered from the terms 
themselves which are here employed. If thou shalt obey 
his voice according to all that I command thee this 
DAY. A change of this kind might well be expected to 
precede the restoration of Israel to their own land, and 
the admission of its probability is not at all at variance 
with the conviction that their more complete change^ or 
their conversion, properly so called, will take place after 
that event, more especially as the very passage itself, 
which is now under consideration, seems itself to intimate 
that such more decisive change ^hoxAA follow their restora- 
tion ; inasmuch as after it has been said (v. 5); The Lord 
will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, 
and thou shalt possess it, %c. ; it is added (v. 6), And the 
Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the 
heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with 
all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest 
live. 
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But H is time that we proceed to the second division of 
our discourse^ in which^ it was proposed to consider 

II. The Duties which devolve upon the Christian 
Church^ in relation to the fulfilment of this pro- 
phetic DECLARATION. 

And here, a wide field of contemplation and of inquiry, 
opens before us. 

It may be asked — and some, I fear, have proposed the 
question in a spirit less of true Christian humility and 
devotion, than of captiousness and contention — What 
part can we take in the fulfilment of any plans or pur- 
poses of God ? Surely, God, the creator, the sustainer, 
the disposer of all things, does not stand in need of 
any help of ours, in the prosecution of his designs. If it 
be, indeed, the purpose of God to restore and to convert 
the people of Israel, surely he can bring it to pass, without 
the aid or agency of creatures, weak and ignorant as we are. 

Now, brethren, considerations of this kind would 
be highly proper, would be deserving of high com- 
mendation, if they were intended to express a deep and 
sincere conviction, on the part of those who give utter- 
ance to them, of the greatness of God in comparison of 
their own littleness ; and to magnify the riches of that 
condescension and grace, which can deign to stoop so low, 
as to admit creatures of a day, into co-operation with 
himself, in the prosecution of his purposes : when He 
might, had he seen good, have commanded the services, 
and employed the agency of beings of a superior order; 
or accomplished his whole work, and that in a moment, 
by his own fiat, and without the intervention of any 
instrumental agency whatever. And still more, had they 
been designed to stir us up to activity and holy zeal, in the 
%vork in which it has pleased God to employ us; putting 
us in remembrance, that it is the Lord's work, and not our 
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own, in which we are engaged, and that the Kins^s business 
requireth haste.* 

But all such considerations assume a totally different 
character, and become at once vain and even impious, 
when they are advanced as an apology for neglect 
of, or indolence in the Lord's work; when they are 
urged as a ground of objection, and as a reason to 
justify themselves in refusing to co-operate in the work of 
God. The question, brethren, for us to consider is not. 
What need has God for our help ? but, What will the 
Iiord have us to do ? And I do not hesitate to declare my 
conviction, that so far from the omnipotence and the 
settled purposes of God, being justly regarded as making 
any efforts of ours needless, or unavailing; they ought, on 
the contrary, to be regarded as the proper authority, the 
just warrant, the all-sufficient encouragement for our 
endeavours. And that, if we do not inquire into this 
matter of practical duty, if we do not search diligently, 
and see whether it is the Lord's design, made known to 
us in his Word, to bring about his purposes of mercy 
towards Israel, in whole or in part, through human 
agency; we are neglecting a positive duty, nay we are 
throwing away one of our highest and ^^most [valuable 
privileges. For what privilege can be so great, as to know 
the will of God concerning us ? What honour can be so 
exalted, as to be engaged in working together with God? 

It will, however, be readily allowed to be a less equivo- 
cal and more legitimate subject of inquiry; to ask. In 
what particular part of this gracious design of God 
towards Israel, is it our place to co-operate ? What is the 
particular object to which we ought to apply ourselves ? 
God, it plainly appears, intends to restore Israel to the 
land of their fathers: — Have we aiiy concern with this 
part of his design ? Or, ought our energies to be directed 

* 1 Sam. xxi. 8. 
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wholly to the other part of his gracious purpose, and 
strive, as far as in us lies, to promote their conversion ? 

With respect to the former of these particulars, 
brethren, I have no hesitation in declaring my conviction, 
that we have no concern, of an active nature, with it 
whatever; that it lies clearly beyond the allotted sphere of 
our active duty or operation. I believe, indeed, that in 
due time, God will so order events in his providential 
government of the world, and so overrule the political 
relations of the nations of the earth, as that the nations 
of Christendom shall be made instrumental in accom- 
plishing this part of the Divine plans. But still, I repeat, 
that this part of the matter appears to me, out of the 
sphere of operation, with which, as Christians, we are at 
present actively concerned ; and that it may safely, and, 
indeed, must of necessity be left with Him, "who order- 
eth all things after the counsel of his own will.'' Our 
concern is, I think, clearly and exclusively with the souls 
of the Jewish people. It is not their restoration, about 
which we need to busy ourselves, but their conversion and 
salvation. 

Here, however, it may, perhaps, be asked further. How 
does it appear, that even the conversion of the Jews is any 
concern of ours ? Why may not this also be committed 
wholly into the hands of God? Besides, what can we do 
in such a matter ? What prospect is there of success in 
any endeavour of this kind ? Is not the present spiritual 
condition of the Jews, a condition so degraded, so obdu- 
rate, so full of prejudice, such as to render utterly vain 
and hopeless, any efforts of ours to promote their spiritual 
amelioration ? Moreover ;— • Is there not, yea, have we not 
seen that there isj a time fixed in the counsels of the Most 
High, for the conversion of Israel ? — and should we not, by 
entering upon any premature efforts to bring to pass that 
event, however desirable in itself, be forestalling, and, 
therefore, counteracting, rather than furthering, the will 
of Providence ? r- ^^^T^ 
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Brethren^ it would be no difficult task to give such a 
reply to these, and a host of similar inquiries^ as oi^ht, at 
least, to be satisfactory ; and most gladly would I, if there 
were opportunity, enter upon the task in full detaiL But 
this, on the present occasion, cannot be permitted. 

A brief notice of the principal of these inquiries, is all 
that can, at this time, be allowed* 

And here I would observe, first, with reference to the 
duty of Christians to seek the salvation of the Jews 
independently of any particular considerations regarding 
the time; that it certainly appears to be the will of God 
that they should employ themselves in this work, and 
that it is his design, to use the instrumentality of the 
Gentile Church, to bring about at least the commencement 
of the work, — to bring in the first-fruits, of the great 
expected harvest of Jewish conversion. 

In proof of this statement, I might justly be thought 
to have made considerable advance, did I refer simply to 
the general command of our Lord to his disciples — a 
command obligatory upon the Church in every suc- 
ceeding age, " Go ye into all the world and preojch the 
Gospel to EVEEY creature;*** including, beyond all 
doubt, the Jew as well as the Gentile. But I will 
venture to be more particular, and declare at once my 
conviction, that the Lord has given us specific instrtictions 
to this effect 

Observe, brethren, what is written in the book of the 
Prophet Isaiah, chap. Ixii. v. 11, &c.. Behold, the Lord 
hath proclaimed to the ends op the world 5 — now here 
is obviously a proclamation of the will of the Most 
High God, directed, not to the Jews, but to the most 
distant nations of the earth — (and may not a question arise 
whether Britain, the remotest of European nations from 
the land of Judea, be not especially interested in the com- 

• Mark xvi. 15. C"n,n,r(]t> 
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mand which it conveys ?) — Say ye to the daughter of Zion 
—declare yb, preach ye to the people of Israel — Beholdy 
thy SALVATION — your Messiah, your King, your Saviour 
— cometh ; behold^ his reward is with him, and his wo9*k 
before him. And they — the ends of the world, the 
Gentiles — shaU call them — the people of Israel— TAe 
HOLY people, The redeemed of the hoKD. And thou — Zion 
—shalt he called^ Sought out, A city not forsaken* 

Now, brethren, it is surely almost needless to observe, 
that a positive command is here given to us Gentiles, to 
preach the Gospel to the Jews, and that we are encou- 
raged to do so, by a gracious promise that in due season 
our labour shall prove not to have been in vain. 

But let us look also to the chapter from which the text 
is taken, and notice what is said by St. Paul in verses 
30, 31 : — For as ye — that is, ye Gentiles — in times past 
have not believed God, but now have obtained mercy, 
through their unbelief — that is, the unbelief of the Jews. 
Even so have these — Jews — now not believed, that, through 
your mercy, they also might obtain mercy. 

Now here, again, is a plain intimation of the duty of 
Christians towards the Jews. A comparison is instituted, 
between the circumstances under which the Gentiles were 
brought to the knowledge of Christ, and those by which 
the Jews shall hereafter be brought to the enjoyment of 
the same blessing. The Gentiles are said in time past 
not to have believed ; but now to have obtained mercy, 
through the unbelief of the Jews. And the Jews are 
spoken of as hereafter to obtain mercy. But the mercy, 
obtained by the Jews, shall be under happier auspices 
than was that of the Gentiles. The Gentiles, indeed, 
received mercy, but it was through the unbelief of the 
Jews : the Jews shall receive mercy, but it shall be 
through the mercy of the Gentiles. And how, brethren, 
shall the Jews receive mercy through our mercy, unless 
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we direct them to the Fountain of all mercy? unless we 
preach Christ unto them ? unless we point out to them 
their danger as sinners, and instruct them in the way of 
pardon and peace, through Him who is the ^^ sure 
Foundation laid in Zion ? '' — ^through that ** only name 
given under heaven among men whereby we can he saved ?*** 

So obvious, as it appears to me, is the duty incumbent 
on the Christian Church, to seek the salvation of the Jews. 

And then, with respect to the time when these efforts 
ought to be made, I would observe, that whatever is a 
duty, irrespectively of time, must be a duty at all times. 
And that there cannot be any time, when the Christian 
Church may lawfully withhold its energies, from this 
object. 

If, however, any should be disposed to take up an 
objection upon these grounds, and to urge it as an argu- 
ment, that the time is not yet come : — I would beg per- 
mission to ask of such objectors ; — What time it is to which 
they allude ? If they answer, The time for the predicted 
general conversion of the Jewish people, I shall then 
reply ; — Probably, or rather assuredly, not. But I shall 
then beg leave to ask a second time; Does it therefore 
follow that the time is not come when we ought to exert 
ourselves, according to the declared will of God, to pro- 
mote the spiritual good of Israel ? — to advance the prelimi- 
nary work, and so prepare the way for Israel's salvation ? 
If the time of the harvest is not yet arrived, does it 
therefore follow that we are not yet authorized to sow the 
seed, awaiting the showers from on high, and the genial 
influence of the Sun of Righteousness, to cause it to 
spring up, and bring forth fruit in due season ? If the 
time is not come for the full completion of the work, is it 
therefore not yet come for its commencement? If it be 
not yet come for the conversion of the nation at large, is 
♦ Acts iv. 12. 
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it therefore of necessity not yet come for the conversion 
of individuals in particular ? And are these last to be 
held of small account ? Besides^ who can tell how near 
may be the approach of the very season itself, to which 
we look forward as the consummation of Israel's glory ; 
and to which the predictions of the prophets^ and the 
promises of God refer, in all their fulness? Can we, 
brethren, shut our eyes to the signs of the times f Can 
we be ignorant of the feeling of lively interest with 
respect to religious truth, which has shown itself to a 
large extent, of late years, among the Jews themselves ? 
Are we not aware, too, of the desire which so many of 
them have manifested, and the efforts made by them, to 
return to the land of their fathers, as if in expectation of 
the speedy occurrence of some great event ? Can we be 
ignorant, also, of the spirit of tender interest and lively 
concern, which has sprung up in the Church of Christ, 
and already widely diflfused itself among Christian people, 
in behalf of the ancient people of God ? If I be asked, 
What bearing has this circumstance last mentioned on 
the question in debate ? I answer. That it is one of the 
distinctive marks, by which God himself has taught us, in 
his Holy Word, to discern the near approach of his 
promised mercy to Zion* 

Let us notice particularly the confidence expressed by 
the inspired prophet of the Lord, in Psalm cii. 13, 14, 
Thou shalt arise and have mercy upon Zion : for the time 
to favour her, yea, the set time is come. For thy 

SERVANTS TAKE PLEASURE IN HER STONES, and faVOUr the 

dust thereof. 

And even, in the meanwhile, have we not good ground 
for asserting our full conviction, that God is making 
manifest his approbation of the efforts which are already 
in progress for the spiritual benefit of the Jewish people ? — 
by giving success to those efforts, and bringing home 
from time to time, one and another of the lost sheep of 
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the house of Israel to the true Shepherd^ — leading them to 
the discovery of their true Messiah, who was wounded 
for their transgressioTiSy bruised for their iniquities^ and 
hy whose stripes they are healed : • thus giving testimony 
to the word of his yrace, and encouraging his servants to 
persevere, in their work of faith and labour of love. 

Other consideratioijis might be advanced in abundance, 
to show that it is our united duty and interest, to be 
always intent upon seeking the salvation of the Lord's 
ancient people. I might insist upon the blessing pro- 
nounced upon all who bless, and the curse upon ^1 who 
curse the Lord's people. I might urge the debt of 
gratitude which we owe to those who ** first received the 
lively oracleSf and have delivered them (uncorrupted) unto 
us : t to those whose are the fathers^ and of whom^ as con^ 
ceming the fleshy Christ camcj who is over all; God, 
blessed for ever.^ But I will merely advert to one con- 
sideration further, and it shall be in immediate deference 
to the timey in which we ought to engage ourselves in this 
work. Let me, then, dear brethren, ask this one 
question : — Have the Jews, the children of Israel — those 
I mean of this generation — souls, immortal souls — souls 
which must either be eternally saved or eternally lost — or 
have they not? And is it, or is it not, the duty of 
Christians to seek their salvation ? Then, so far at least 
as we ourselves, and the proper objects of our present 
solicitude are concerned, this time present is the only time 
which will be available for the purpose. We are here 
to-day ; we may be gone to-morrow. Whatsoever^ there- 
fore^ our handfindeth to do^ let us do it with our might,^ 
Let us work while it is day ; because the night cometh in 
which no man can work. \\ 

Should any now be disposed to ask, — In what way can 
I best apply myself to discharge my proper share in this 

• Isaiah liii. 5. f Acts vii. 38. J Rom. ix. 8. § Eccles. ix. 10. 
II John ix. 4. 
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work ? I reply, That we ought, in the first place, to watch 
and profit by whateyer opportunities, it may please God, 
in the order of his good Providence, to afibrd us 5 for pro- 
moting the spiritual benefit^ and, I will add, for improving 
the temporal condition, of those individuals of the Jewish 
nation, who reside among ourselves. It is true, indeed, 
that they are in many instances extremely difficult of 
approach; extremely depraved in their hc^bits, and degraded 
in their manner of life ; that they are deeply rooted, also, 
in their prejudices against the very name of Christianity, 
and hold in abhorrence that holy name by which we are 
called. These prejudices, it must be admitted, place 
many difficulties in our way, and are^ on that account, 
deeply to be deplored. We might even be disposed to 
regard them as affording an excuse, for the apathy and 
neglect with which they have been treated by us hitherto, 
did we not consider, how little the name and principles of 
Christianity have been recommended to the Jews, by the 
conduct of Christians towards them; and how justly 
might that rebuke be directed to ourselves, which was 
addressed to the heathen, by the mouth of the Prophet 
Zechariah: I am jealous for Jerusalem, and for Zion with 
great jealousy / and I am very sore displeased with the 
heathen that are at ease ; for I was hut a little displeased^ 
and they helped forward the affliction.* 

But great as these difficulties may be, I am still per- 
suaded, notwithstanding-^and myown personal experience 
has done much to confirm the conviction — ^that much good 
might be done, among the Jews at home, did we but 
behave towards them as brethren, and show ourselves 
really solicitous for their welfare : did we but manifest 
towards them a spirit of love, and address them in lan- 
guage of kindness; at the same time dealing at once 
affectionately and faithfully with their souls; pointing out 
to them their need of a Saviour, and the suitableness and 
excellency of Christ ; taking care, also, to exhibit prac- 
♦ Zcch. i. 15. 
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tically before them, the virtue and power of his grace, in 
our spirit and temper at all times : above all, did we but 
assail heaven on their behalf in the holy violence of 
importunate intercession ; and as the Lord himself has 
commanded, resolve that we keep not silence^ and give 
him no restf until he establish, and make Jerusalem a 
praise in the earth.* 

It is, however, for the furtherance of this blessed work, 
and to afford to Christian people a direct agency, through 
which they may exert themselves in the promotion of this 
object, in the most extensive and effective manner, both at 
home and abroad, that the London Society for promoting 
Christianity amongst the Jews was at first instituted, and 
has now, through the mercy of God, continued during 
the space of thirty-one years, in active and successful 
operation. 

The means which the Society employs, are those alone 
which cannot be regarded otherwise than as legitimate 
in themselves, and most appropriate to the design which 
it has in view, and in which, therefore, every sincere 
friend of Israel must desire to unite. It distributes the 
Scriptures both of the Old and New Testaments, and 
numerous suitable tracts in Hebrew and English, and also 
in such other languages as are understood by the Jews on 
the Continent of Europe, where they reside in very large 
numbers. It establishes and maintains schools for the 
education of Jewish children, who are thus frcfm their 
infancy, instead of imbibing prejudices against Chris- 
tianity, taught to reverence that holy name which their 
forefathers have despised. And it also employs that chief 
agency, which is, more than all others, God's appointed 
instrument for the salvation of men, the preaching of 
THE Gospel. It sends forth its missionaries, the am- 
bassadors of Christ, the messengers of the Gospel of 
peace, for the express purpose of seeking out the lost 
* Isaiah Ixii. 7* 
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sbeep of the house of Israel, and carrying to them the 
message of salvation through the remission of sins. And 
God has been graciously pleased, both to manifest his 
approbation of the means themselves ; and to reward the 
labours and encourage the faith of his servants, in the 
employment of them, by the good measure of fruit 
with which he has already crowned their exertions ; of 
which no insignificant example is furnished by the fact, 
that 'no less than twenty-three of the missionaries and 
agents now employed by the Society are converts from 
Jud&ism, who now preach the faith which once they 
destroyed.* 

I would, therefore, now appeal to you, dear brethren, 
to determine whether, so far as depends on you^ this work 
shall or shall not proceed. Or, rather, being well and 
thankfully aware, of the love which you have already 
shown to the name of Christ, and to the cause of Israel, 
I would exhort you to continue to aid in this cause by 
your influence, your contributions, and by your prayers ; 
and be ye steadfast^ unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord, f 

♦ Gal. i. 23. t 1 Cor. xv. 58. 
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At a Meeting of the General Committee, April 10, 1841 — 

" Resolved— That, to implore the blessing of Almighty God on the 
contemplated extension of the Society's operations at Jerusalem, the 
Rev. J. B. Cartwright be requested to perform Divine Service at the 
Episcopal Chapel of the Society, on Wednesday evening, the 21st inst., 
and that the Rev. Dr. M'Caul be requested to preach a sermon suited to 
the occasion." 
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Isaiah XL. 9.* 

O thou that bringest good tidings to Zion, get thee up into 
the high mountain. O thou that bringest good tidings to 
Jerusalem, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not 
afraid ; say to the cities of Judah, Behold thy God! ** 

Since the days that preceded the first advent of 
the Son of God, and since that universal ex- 
pectation which pervaded the whole East, that 
some one born in Judea should inherit the empire 
of the world, there never has been such an earnest 
looking to, and a believing waiting for, the ful- 
filment of prophecy, and the revelation of the 
kingdom of God, as now prevails in the bosom of 
this Church and nation. Contemporaneously with 
the great outbreak of Infidelity fifty years ago, the 
study of the prophetic Scriptures was revived — 
has, since then, gradually grown, and now resulted 
in a right understanding of the promises of God, 
and a firm and practical belief that the happiness ' 
of the world is bound up in the development of 
Israel's destiny — that in Judea is to be the 

* According to the marginal version. 
A 2 
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manifestation of the Lord's glory — and that Jeru- 
salem shall yet be the joy of the whole earth. 
The history of that same period, and especially 
the course of Providence for the last few years, 
have led men further to expect that the accom- 
plishment of all these wonders is at hand. The 
facilities of locomotion have covered Edom and 
Egypt with companies of the curious or the devout 
— the claims of the rightful proprietors of Canaan 
occupy the regards of statesmen — the tide of 
worldly interest rolls back upon the shores of 
Palestine — and, upon a question as to the* possession 
of the land of promise lately depended, perhaps 
still depends, the peace of Europe, the fate of the 
habitable world. Jerusalem draws the eyes of 
the whole Christian Church with an intensity 
never experienced since the days of the crusades, 
and under circumstances more favourable than 
have been known since the hour of its desolation. 
The dominion of the heathen Roman has long 
since ceased — the conquest of Khosroes is for- 
gotten — the Saracens have passed away — the 
crusaders and the Califs have alike crumbled into 
dust — the throne of Selim totters — and now, for the 
first time since the dispersion, are seen upon the 
mountains the feet of them that bring good tidings 
— that publish salvation, that say unto Zion, Thy 
God reigneth. Who, then, can be blind to the 
signs of the times — who is there that cannot see 
that the time to favour Zion, yea, the set time 
is come — that this, therefore, is also the season 
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for the Christian Church's most vigorous efforts 
at Jerusalem? Yet there are some who think 
that Christian instrumentality is not to be em- 
ployed in the fulfilment of the prophecies. 
Labouring under that blindness, that a few years 
ago pervaded the whole Christian world, and 
taught them that the Jews were to be converted 
and restored without the use of any means, these 
persons seem to believe that, wherever a Christian 
ministry may be useful to the Jewish people, it is 
to be deprecated at Jerusalem — that therefore 
the efforts and designs of the London Society are 
premature, if not presumptuous, and, however 
well intended, must fail of effecting any great or 
important results. My care, therefore, on this 
occasion, when you have met together to acknow- 
ledge the impotence of man and to implore the 
blessing of Almighty God — my endeavour shall 
be to set before you the scriptural warrant for 
your labours — and, in the words of the text, to 
point out both your duty and your encouragement. 
^' O thou that bringest good tidings to Zion, get 
thee up into the high mountain; O thou that 
bringest good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up thy 
voice with strength ; lift it up, be not afraid ; say 
unto the cities of Judah, Behold thy God." These 
words plainly imply that some destined messenger 
is to bear glad tidings to Zion — they set forth, as 
clearly, the manner in which the message ought 
to be delivered — and these are the points to which 
I request your attention. 
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The first point to be considered is, that the 
person here addressed is a messenger to Zion. 
Some, as the English translators, make Zion the 
messenger to the cities of Judah, and therefore 
translate, '* O Zion, that bringest good tidings." 
But, without entering now into any critical dis- 
quisition^ it is evident that the whole context 
contains a message, not from Jerusalem, but to 
her. The chapter begins with the words, 
** Comfort ye, comfort ye my people. Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that 
her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is 
pardoned : that she hath received at the Lord's 
hands double for all her sins." The holy city is 
not the bearer, but the receiver of the consolation.* 
It is equally plain, and indeed universally con- 
fessed, that the literal Zion is the city here spoken 
of. Most commentators interpreted the whole 
passage of the first advent. And none of the 
figurative interpreters have ever dared to deny that 
the Saviour's personal mission was to the Jewish 
people, limited by the boundaries of Judea, and 
especially addressed to Jerusalem. In fixing the 
time, however, many are mistaken. They suppose 
that this message of good tidings was to be con- 

♦ The accents and the collocation of the Hebrew words, 
1'^*? n7)to3P , are equally in favour of the marginal version, 
which is also confirmed by the Targum, lxx., Vulgate, Jewish- 
Spanish, and other versions. Thus, also, the words have been 
rendered by Tremellius, Bishop Lowth, Dr. Henderson, and in 
the two modem Jewish versions, Dr. Solomon's, and that edited 
by Dr. Zunz. 
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temporaneous with the preparation of a highway 
in the desert. 

We know, indeed, that the voice of one crying 
in the wilderness referred to John the Baptist, 
but from that it will by no means follow, that the 
messenger here spoken of is the same person, 
or to appear at the same time. Any attempt to 
interpret a few verses, without reference to the 
whole subject, must ever prove unsatisfactory and 
abortive. He that will explain the first eleven 
verses of this chapter, must first take into view 
the whole of the prediction, which extends from 
the beginning of the fortieth chapter to the end 
of the book. These twenty-seven chapters form 
one continuous prophecy, embracing (as a late* 
writer says *) ** the entire period, from the restora- 
tion of the Hebrews from the Babylonish captivity 
to the end of the Christian dispensation;" the 
first eleven verses of the chapter under consi- 
deration form the introduction to the whole,t and 
contain a summary of the entire prophecy, 
announcing the first, but extending to the second 
advent. The great subject is the consolation to 
be derived, not from the birth and first appear- 
ance of the Lord, but from the consummation of 
his work and his manifestation in glory. It is 

* Dr. Henderson, in his most valuable Commentary, recently 
published, p. 304. 

f So Hengstenberg, giving a summary of the contents of 
xl. — ^Ixvi., says, "Cap. 4?0, v. 1 — 11, bilden eine Art von 
Einleitung."— Christologie, If? TheUes, 2S, Abtheilung, p. 207' 
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not with a merely commenced, an unfinished 
salvation — with an advent which terminated in 
their rejection, and the desolation of that city 
to which he sends consolation, that he proposes 
to comfort his people, but with the full pardon 
of their iniquity, the perfect manifestation of 
his glory, and the complete establishment of his 
kingdom. And hence the prophet, though he 
announces the preparation for Messiah's kingdom 
by the voice of him that cried in the wilderness, 
is immediately carried on to the final result, 
when every impediment shall have been over- 
come, when ** every valley shall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill shall be made low : and 
the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 
places plain : and the glory of the Lord shall 
be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together ; " 
an announcement that cannot be interpreted of 
the time of his humiliation and partial manifes- 
tation to one nation only, but of his complete 
and final triumph, and his revelation to the world. 
This view is confirmed by the verses which follow. 
In the tenth and eleventh verses it is said, *' Be- 
hold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, 
and his arm shall rule for him : behold, his reward 
is with him, and his work before him." At his 
first advent he did not come to rule, but to serve 
— He did not exhibit the strength of His arm, but 
was crucified in weakness. His reward was not 
with Him, but with his God. This message, then, 
to Zion must relate not to his first advent but 
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the second, the return of the Lord and the restora- 
tion of the theocracy. 

The next particular to be noticed is, that this 
messenger represents some collective body as a 
church or nation. The substantive and all the 
words referring to it are, in the original, feminine, 
to express which. Bishop Lowth has, in his ver- 
sion, introduced the word daughter, and translates 
thus : — 

'^ Get thee up upon a high mountain, O 
daughter, that bringest glad tidings to Zion. 

*' Exalt thy voice with strength, O daughter, 
that bringest glad tidings to Jerusalem.*' 

It is hardly needful to say that in the Bible 
the feminine is thus applied to churches and 
nations.* Some commentators assert, that the 
feminine form is here used for the masculine, 
and adduce in proof instances which they con- 
sider similar,! but they forget that here the whole 
sentence is feminine, which makes this case essen- 
tially different. Such a continuation of feminines 
is applied only where a female is intended, or 
represents a Church or nation, as we see in the 
prophecies concerning the '* Daughter of Jeru- 
salem, Daughter of Babylon, Daughter of Tyre," 

* So Aben Ezra in loc. 

.DPP Wp^ f»il VIV bv PV\)0 
" The meaning is in reference to a congregation, not a female 
in the strict sense of the word." 

f They can only find two, ^^k}P and H^gD. The last is 
a proper name. The former has no feminine predicates as here. 
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; and many similar cases. The messenger, therefore, / 
, addressed must represent a collective body : and j 
* it is equally plain that the Church or nation 
addressed must be Gentile. It is not the congre- 
gation of Israel, for she cannot be a messenger 
to herself: a Gentile Church or nation is to be 
the messenger of good tidings to Zion. The 
way of the Lord and the conversion of the Jewish 
people is to be prepared by means, and those 
means to be employed by those to whom he hath 
committed the kingdom for the time being. The 
whole Gentile Church is not, as some dream, 
to become so utterly corrupt a^ to be entirely 
reprobate, and fitted only for destruction ; neither i 
is the Jewish Church to be restored again by | 
miracle, without any co-operation of believing 
Gentiles. But, as, in the corruption of the Jewish 
Church, one portion was still preserved into which 
the Gentiles were grafted, so in the end of the 
times of the Gentiles, one portion of their Church 
shall still retain the principle of life, in order that 
the broken off branches may be joined on and 
live. If this were not the case, but a new and 
independent church raised from amongst the Jews, 
the continuity of spiritual life would be interrupted, 
and, consequently, the unity of Christ's mystical 
body would be violated. The prophet's announce- 1 
ment is clear that the messenger is different from 1 
her to whom the message is sent, she must there- \ 
fore be Gentile. And to this agree other and * 
plain predictions of this same prophet. 
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In the sixty-second chapter Isaiah tells us, that 
the commission is given to a nation at the end of 
the then known earth. At the 1 1th verse he says, 
'* Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the end 
of the world,* Say ye to the daughter of Zion, 
Behold, thy salvation cometh ; behold, his reward 
is with him, and his work before him." And, in' 
his eighteenth chapter, he tells us that it is a 
maritime nation,t which God commands to go 
unto the ''people scattered and peeled, a people 
terrible from their beginning hitherto, meted out 

• V^^?7 »^Sr3, literally, the utmost part of the earthy and so 
the Vulgate has " Auditum fecit in extremis terroB," and Tremel- 
lius, " Ecce Jehova pronuntiat ad extremum usque terrae.*' One 
naturally thinks of the 

" ultimos 

Orbis Britannos." 

f That the expression, " The land shadowing with wings," 
signifies a maritime nation, is not only proved by the parallelism, 
'< That sendeth ambassadors by sea," but has the sanction of the 
most venerable antiquity. The lxx. have Ovm yfis irXoiav irrepvyes. 
The Targum of Jonathan, " The land to which they come in 
ships from a far country, and their sails are spread out as the 
eagle that flieth with her wings which sendeth the mes- 
sengers in the sea, and in ships upon the face of the waters." 
This is also the interpretation of D. Kimchi — of Dr. Solomon, 
who translates, " O Land mit schattenreichen Segeln." I confess 
that I see no shadow of a reason for departing from an interpre- 
tation received before the first coming of Christ, and transmitted 
by the two independent channels of Jewish tradition, the Hel- 
lenistic and the Rabbinical. Bishop Horsley has shown that 
the other interpretations are untenable ; he also proves that the 
first words must be translated not> "Woe," but "Ho to the 
land," &c. 
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and trodden under foot, whose land the rivers 
have spoiled, but who are to be brought to the 
place of the name of the Lord of Hosts, the Mount 
Zion." In this passage there can be no doubt at 
all that it is a Gentile nation that is addressed, 
and it appears to me equally certain, that this 
chapter cannot be satisfactorily interpreted of any 
thing that is past, but must of necessity be re- 
ferred to the future restoration of the Jewish 
people.* The messenger, therefore, of good 

* The parallel passages of the same prophet plainly prove 
this. In xviii. 3, it is said, " All ye inhabitants of the world, 
and dwellers on the earth, see ye, when he lifteth up an ensign 
on the mountains ; and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye." 
In the very same language does this same prophet speak of the 
future restoration of the Jews in Isaiah xi. 12, ** And he shall 
set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts 
of Israel," &c. ; and again, xxvii. 13, ^<And it shall come to 
pass in that day, that the great trumpet shall be blown, and 
they shall come which were ready to perish," &c. In xviii. 7, it 
is said, " In that time shall the present be brought unto the 
Lord of Hosts of a people," &c. In Ixvi. 20, " And they shall 
bnng all your brethren for an offering unto the Lord." These ' 
coincidences did not escape the rabbles. They are all pointed ' 
out bySDavid Kimchi, who interprets the whole chapter of the 
future redemption of Israel, and admits that the Gentiles shall ; 
be the means of bringing them back. Thus, as a specimen, he 
says : — 

PPP Vtlf^ iff bf^ltf' 03 l53p» ]D )f^)y) \))Vlvb i)pC> )VVtf*) nP)D3 PpP' 

'iDi ppiff i63pM pr^)fi )f^*y p*w ]Di ri?iD»c> pi?3 pppi 

" As, when a man wishes to collect the people, he lifts up an 
ensign on the mountains, that they may see from afar, and 
come ; and in like manner he blows a trumpet, that they may 



Digitized by 



Google 



13 

tidings is a great maritime nation living at the 
extremity of the earth, one who understands her 
commission, and has undertaken her duty of 
preaching good tidings to Zion. The prophet 
beholds her in vision, and is moved by the Spirit 
of God to address her in the language of en- 
couragement and instruction, '* Get thee up upon 
the high mountain, lift up thy voice with 
strength ; lift it up, and say to the cities of 
Judah, Behold your God." And to this exhorta- 
tion we must now direct your attention. 

It should naturally be directed to the Church or 
nation here addressed. But you are at present its 
only representative. Your object is similar. Your 
desire the same, to bring good tidings to Zion ; to 
you, then, the exhortation may safely be applied. 
The message contains two parts : first. Tell the 
cities of Judah, that their God is their Saviour; 
and secondly. Tell them that that God shall soon 
return in mercy ; * and most important is the in- 
struction here given as to the mode of missionary 
effort. Worldly wisdom, that is, the base and low 
cunning of the natural heart, would adopt a very 
different method of bringing the Jewish people 
to the knowledge of Christianity. Knowing that 

hear the sound afar off, and come ; thus shall the children of 
Israel be gathered to their own land from every side, in the 
time of salvation, and thus shall the Gentiles bring them, and 
gather them," &c. 

♦ Such is the force of OJ^d^N HSH. « Adest liberator 
vester," &c. — See Rosenmiiller in loc. 
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the assertion of Messiah's Deity is the original, 
the chief and the abiding stumbling-block in the 
way of those who refuse the plain grammatic sense 
of the law and prophets, it would say to them, 
We do not wish to convert you — we wish to be 
friendly with you — to reform you — to deliver you 
from error and superstition. It would discourse 
with them concerning their restoration and ignore 
the cause of their captivity — encourage and pro- 
mote education. In a word, sinking the great, 
the fundamental, the vital, I had almost said, 
the only precious truth of Christianity, the God- 
head of our Saviour, it would pursue a system 
of suppression and pitiful seduction. But far 
be such a method from the chosen messenger of 
God. Her duty it is to be open, sincere, in- 
genuous — to make that which is the basis of her 
own hopes, the foremost, the plainest, and the 
most audible portion of her message. To lift up 
her voice with strength, and say to the cities of 
Judah, '' Behold your God." They that bear 
good tidings to Zion must say to her unequivocally 
and at once. Our object, our chief, our only object, 
is conversion — our requirement that you should 
acknowledge Jesus the crucified as your Lord and 
your God. Our doctrine is, that the Ancient of 
Days has been born as the infant of time — that the 
mighty God bore our sins upon the cross — that the 
seed of David sitteth on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, and that the Son of Man shall 
come in the clouds of heaven. These are the 
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glad tidings which we bring — the sum and 
substance of all we have to say. There are, in 
truth, no other tidings which can be called good. 
The only refuge, the only gleam of hope, the 
only ray of consolation for guilty man, is the 
Deity of a suffering and glorified Messiah. With 
these tidings, then, we come, and cry, ** O 
children, of Jacob, bow the knee to the ruler of 
the land ; O cities of Judah, Behold your God ! " 
But, further, the messenger is to declare that 
this God shall soon return. Such is the natural 
meaning of the words, rendered still plainer by 
the following verse, "Behold, the Lord God will ' 
come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule 
for him. Behold, his reward is with him, and the 
recompense of his work before him.'' It is the 
return of the Messiah to enjoy his reward, and 
the recompense of his work ; and this is especially 
to be declared in Zion. As there is to be no 
compromise — no suppression of Christ's sufferings 
and deity, so neither is the messenger to withhold 
the doctrine of Messiah's advent in glory. She is 
not to create a needless stumbling-block by mis- 
interpreting the prophecies, and asserting that 
Messiah's kingdom is only spiritual. The doctrine 
of his return to rule, to reign, and to triumph, 
is to be distinctly stated. It is the very same 
message which the Lord repeats in the sixty- 
second chapter : " Say ye to the daughter of 
Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh ; behold, his 
reward is with him, and the recompense of his 
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work before him." To which is added, ^^ And 
they shall call them, The holy people, The 
redeemed of the Lord : and thou shalt be called, 
Sought out, A city not forsaken ; " which proves 
that the advent is to redeem Israel, and to restore 
Jerusalem to its glory. In the Revelation, our 
Lord himself appropriates the words, and applies 
them to his second advent ; in xxii. 12, lie says, 
*' Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is with 
me, to give every man according as his work shall 
be." She, therefore, who bears glad tidings to 
Zion must distinctly announce the Lord's return. 

The text, however, instructs not only in the 
substance of the message, but the manner in 
which it is to be delivered. The prophet addresses 
the female seen in the vision, and says, ** Get thee 
up upon the high mountain ; lift up thy voice 
with strength : be not afraid." The language is 
symbolical. The messenger is directed to a high 
place, where she might be visible to all, and might 
best be heard, and there commanded to lift up her 
voice with strength. That is, she is commanded 
to deliver her message, — conspicuously, so as to 
attract attention — earnestly, so as to secure its 
reception, — and fearlessly, regardless of all oppo- 
sition. Her first eflfort is to be directed to the 
attraction. of attention — **Get thee up upon the 
high mountain." Use the best efforts to exhibit 
yourself in the most striking and the most 
attractive position . Now how is this to be done ? 
Is it by sending one or two Missionaries to crouch 
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in some corner of Jerusalem — to whisper in the 
ears of those who may steal into them at night the 
great doctrine of redemption ? No, brethren. 
The messenger is here directed to select the most 
conspicuous place she can find — to get upon a 
mountain — to lift up her voice with strength, that, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear, no child of Judah in Jerusalem may be 
ignorant of the message. This command can be 
obeyed only by the most conspicuous exhibition of 
pure worship, and the utmost eflPort to court 
publicity. There must be a visible body of 
believers. There must be the daily service of our 
Church in the sacred language. There must be a 
building upon a hill — a Church whose external 
form shall preach — whose spire and pinnacles 
shall point to Him that cometh in the clouds of 
heaven ; — whose front shall bear in letters of 
brightest gold the tidings of great joy ; yea, whose 
walls shall be Salvation, and her gates Praise. 
There must be an outward, a visible, and a 
continual sign that shall speak night and day to 
every Jew who inhabits the holy city, or who 
enters her gates — that shall compel them to ask. 
What meaneth this sign ? and to hear the answer. 
It is the messenger of good tidings — it is the 
sign of her who saith to the cities of Judah, 
'* Behold, your salvation cometh ! " Happy, then, 
is the selection which this Society has made of 
a locality. No place more suitable than the 
Mount 2^on, famous for its past history — near to 
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the Jewish habitations, and dear to the Jewish 
heart. But some pious Christians, such, too, as 
love and study the prophecies, are fearful lest we 
should act presumptuously, intrude into that holy 
city, and attempt to accomplish what the Lord has 
reserved for himself and his peculiar people. 
They would, therefore, have a Mission, Mission- 
buildings, and an humble oratory, but deprecate 
everything like external pomp or observation. 
To such we could reply, that their fears might, 
perhaps, be just, were this Society inclined to 
seize upon the mountain of the Lord's house, or 
to appropriate that locality which He calls the 
place of the soles of his feet — that every other 
spot of Jerusalem is certainly free from all such 
ground of apprehension. But we prefer asking 
them this simple question, *'Has God permitted 
the followers of the false prophet to fill Jerusalem 
with mosques, and to plant the most magnificent 
upon the Temple mountain — has he permitted the 
mother of Constantine to build churches— the 
hosts of the crusaders, and the votaries of super- 
stition, to cover every sacred spot with the 
misrepresentations of Christianity, and in the 
most conspicuous manner to exhibit the per- 
versions of saint and image worship — and will He 
frown upon the attempt to erect one sacred edifice 
for the manifestation of Christian truth, the 
exhibition of Christian worship without idolatry, 
and the simple proclamation of the one Mediator 
between God and man ? '* I confess that I have 
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no such fear. I believe that He frowns, rather, 
upon that sloth which' has suffered three centuries 
from the Reformation to elapse without one effort 
to wipe away such a stain from Christianity, 
and upon that want of zeal which has not long 
since erected a beacon of truth upon the hill 
of Zion. I confess, further, that I am not 
of those who think that the existing Christian 
Church J to which Christ committed the kingdom 
taken from tlie Jews, and which she still holds as 
a sacred deposit, is to do little in preaching the 
Gospel io Zion, or that that little shall, at the 
Lord's return, be overthrown. The text, and the 
parallel passages already cited, prove the contrary. 
A Gentile Church or nation is to be the Lord i 
messenger— to prepare the way of the people— to 
cast up a highway — to proclaim salvation ; and 
the result of that proclamation is to be the sane* 
tification of the Jews and the restoration of 
Jerusalem to the favour of God. For, after the 
proclamation to the end of the world to say unto 
the daughter of Zion, '* Behold, thy salvation 
Cometh/* follows immediately, *' And they shall 
call them, The holy people, and thou shalt be 
called, Sought out, A city not forsaken," Our 
labours shall be acknowledged, and the results 
shall be everlasting. 

Further, the messenger is commanded to deliver 
the message with the very utmost of her power 
and ability, so as by all means possible to secure 
its reception. *' Lift up thy voice with strength ; 
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lift it up." This language necessarily implies the 
employment of the most able agents and the most 
efficient means. Ever remembering that Paul 
may plant and Apollos water, but that God only 
can give the increase, it is the duty of the Chris- 
tian Church, nevertheless, to select the best and 
most suited servants for her ministry ; and it is 
especially the duty of that chosen vessel, to whom 
God hath intrusted good tidings for Zion, to seek 
out the very best agents whom she can find. 
Protestant Churches and Societies, by committing 
the arduous work of Missions into the hands of 
the young and the inexperienced, and by with- 
holding the aged, the learned, the venerable, the 
tried, and the honourable, have hitherto exposed 
themselves to the charge of doing the Lord's work 
deceitfully. Such must not be the conduct of God's 
messengers to Zion. Her ministers and her agents 
must be many — of various ages, degrees, and 
qualifications — of many nations, and languages, 
and tongues — but at the head must be one who is 
second to none in the service of Christ — the fitting 
representative of this Church and nation — who 
has the respect, the love, and the confidence of 
all at home — whose age and experience will 
naturally make him the father and the pastor of 
the Mission at Jerusalem — whom the younger 
persons employed will listen to with reverence 
and obey with alacrity — and whom Jews and 
Mussulmans will look upon with veneration. 
Though such an one should never learn Hebrew, 
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nor ever speak in the language of the country, 
his very appearance will, like the glory that 
shone in the face of Moses, announce the nature 
of his message and the love of those by whom he 
is sent. And fear not, that, if you look for such 
an one, you will find him — as surely as the State 
finds soldiers to go to the end of the earth, or 
sailors to circumnavigate the globe — as surely as 
naere mercantile companies find chaplains to 
preach in the frozen north or on the burning 
plains of India — as surely as the Government 
finds candidates able and willing to try the 
difiiculties and dangers of colonial dioceses — so 
surely you will find some devoted servant of 
Christ to bear good tidings to Zion. To enter- 
tain a suspicion to the contrary is to libel the 
piety of our Church — the devotedness of our 
clergy — and the sincerity of that zeal which now 
advocates the cause of Israel throughout the 
land. 

But this is not the only way in which your 
energy must be exerted. To secure the reception 
of your message, you must exhibit to all men the 
diffusiveness of Christian charity — you must 
minister, by medical assistance, to the bodily 
necessities of the unbelieving, and you must 
take care that those, who are willing to hear, 
are not exposed to the horrors of want and 
starvation, or the still worse horrors of a lazy, 
a vicious, and discontented idleness. The 
aged must have a decent maintenance, and 
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the yoang must be trained to labour with their 
own hands, that they may fulfil the destiny of 
man, and have to give to him that needeth. 
Wherever provision is not made for the needy, 
or men are not taught to labour for their living, 
the Gospel of Christ is only half preached, or 
rather it is wholly misrepresented. Christ's per- 
sonal ministry on earth was in great part devoted 
to the care of the bodies of men. The great 
majority of his miracles were wrought to relieve 
their temporal necessities. When the Spirit was 
poured out from on high, one of its first-fruits was 
that unbounded generosity, which led Jewish 
Christians, '^ as many as were possessors of houses 
and lands,** to sell them for the benefit of their poor 
brethren in the faith. He, therefore, that would 
carry on a Mission without provision for poor 
believers, follows neither the example nor the 
precepts of his Master. But, on the other hand, 
it is equally clear that the believer's duty is to 
work for his bread. There is reason for thinking, 
that the Lord of life and glory himself wrought at 
the trade of his reputed father. The Apostles had 
evidently all been of the labouring class. St 
Paul's boast is, that he wrought with his own 
hands ; and the express command of God is, *' He 
that will not work, neither let him eat." All who 
are able, must therefore labour, or if they do not 
know how, must be taught to labour, that they 
may earn their own living, inherit the blessing 
promised to those who give rather than receive, 
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and practically preach the glad tidings of salvation. 
It is a fatal mistake to suppose that the man of 
book learning, or even the priest solemnly set 
apart for the service of the sanctuary, is the only 
or the most eflScient missionary. The practice of 
Christianity is one half of the Gospel, and more 
than one half of the salvation which it promises, 
and in the practical life only of the working multi- 
tude, it is that this half can be fully exhibited. 
Never do I expect the return of God's blessing 
to the Jewish people, nor an extensive diffusion 
of the Gospel amongst them, until that Talmudic 
spirit of indolence, which teaches that study is 
equivalent to all the commandments, is cast out, 
and they become a working people. Never can 
the life of God, the spirituality and holiness of 
the Gospel be fully manifested amongst Jewish 
believers, until a body of operatives be raised up 
amongst them, who by hard labour and the sweat 
of their brow shall cleanse out the chambers of a dis* 
ordered imagination, and overcome those base and 
sordid animal propensities, which are the vantage 
ground of Satan. For sure it is, that as some 
demons are expelled only by prayer and fasting, 
others there are that can be cast out by nothing 
but bodily labour. Without labour human society 
would stagnate and putrify — human intellect decay 
— mankind sink down into beasts — and the earth 
be a place of torment even for the devils of hell. 
One of the most urgent of all necessities, therefore, 
in bearing good tidings to Zion is to provide work 
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and the means of teaching work to converts. Thus 
will they grow in grace — and thus by their dili- 
gence, their industry, and their happiness, lift up 
their voice with strength, and say to the cities of 
Judah, Behold your God. 

I know, brethren, that such is your intention.* 
You have determined, by God's help, by all lawful 
means to secure the reception of the good tidings. 
You intend, in a sacred edifice suitable to the 
dignity of your undertaking, to have a symbol of 
Christianity without idolatry, and in an hospital 
(open alike to the unbeliever and the believer) 
to exhibit practically the principle of Christian 
love, and to prepare believing Israelites to minister 
to the wants of their brethren. In schools for 
youth you desire to exemplify the nature of Chris- 
tian education, and in schools of industry to train 
the young to labour for their living. Above all, 
in the selection of those employed at Jerusalem, 
to hold up a living Church as a fair exemplar 
of the power of the Gospel, and by all these 
means together to obey the prophetic exhortation 
to get up upon the high mountain, to lift up your 
voice with strength, and to say unto the cities of 
Judah, Behold your God. May God who hath 
given you these good desires enable you to bring 
the same to good effect. The object is in con- 
formity with the general precept to preach the 
Gospel to every creature— it is warranted by the 

• See the Resolutions of the Committee relating to this 
subject in the Appendix. 
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prophetic exhortation — the means are wise and 
scriptural — the possible results incalculable. Your 
Mission is to the Jews ; your words are directed to 
Jerusalem ; but your voice will sound to the 
utmost limits of the East. The winds of heaven 
will waft the good tidings through the earth, and 
a thousand Jewish tongues re-echo the message of 
salvation through every country of the dispersion. 
Every Jewish mission^ wherever established, has 
hitherto proved a blessing to the Gentiles, The 
Mission at Jerusalem may become a boundless 
blessing to the Mahometans and to all the 
Churches of Asia. Without officiously interfering 
with any, it will be an exhibition of pure Aoglican 1 
Christianity to alK The Jewish, the Christian^ 
and the Mahometan pilgrims from all nations will 
see Christian worship without idolatry. The 
youths whom you educate in medicine and all 
the arts of Christian Europe, may prove the true' 
missionaries to the remotest and least visited 
countries of the East— welcomed everywhere for 
their mechanical skill, they may impart also the 
light of life — and where they are asked only for 
civilization, may communicate the blessings of 
Christianity, They shdll go forth, like the first 
drops that announce the coming shower, and 
give a pledge that out of Zion shall go forth the 
lawj and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem, 
Yeaj their high and holy calling may be, like the 
angel whom John saw fly in the midst of heaven, 
to prepare the way of the Lord, to preach the 

c 
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everlasting Gospel, and to say, '* Fear God, and 
give glory to him, for the hour of his judgment 
is come." May God give you grace to persevere ; 
may He endue all who are connected with the 
management of this Society with that wisdom 
which Cometh down from on high ; and all who 
shall proceed to the execution of these plans, with 
zeal, love, and patience. Many may be the trials 
of your faith, but remember that you are a mes- 
senger of glad tidings ; that you are fulfilling a 
scriptural duty ; and that if God commands you 
to lift up your voice, He intends that it should be 
heard, and that it shall accomplish that whereto 
He sends it. 

And as to you, brethren and fellow -labourers, 
whose privilege it is to be in a more especial 
manner messengers of good tidings to Zion, and 
who are now preparing for your departure, we 
commend you to God and the Word of his grace. 
Yours will be all the reality of labour, of pain, 
of peril, and of weariness. But fear not ; lift 
up your voice with strength, for yours also shall 
be the reality of heavenly consolation, of refresh- 
ing grace, of everlasting recompense. If you 
suffer with Christ, ye shall reign with him, and 
even here shall find that he will never leave, never 
forsake you. One of your number* has already 
made trial of the Lord's faithfulness — has found 
that He can give strength to stand firm in 
pestilence and earthquake, in war and famine. 
* The Rev. J. Nicolayson. 
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And be assured that Christ is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever. Go, then, ye swift mes- 
sengers. Go to the people scattered and peeled, 
terrible from their beginning hitherto. Go, ye 
that bear good tidings to Zion, get you up upon 
the high mountain — lift up your voice — lift it 
up with strength. Be not afraid, Say unto the 
cities of Judah, Behold your God. 



Digitized 



by Google 



APPENDIX. 



Extract JTom the Resolutions of the Committee respecting the 
Jerusalem Mission, 

Resolved, — That the existing aspect of political affairs in the East, 
presents a favourahle opportunity for strengthening and rendering more 
operative the Missionary establishment at Jerusalem, as a centre or 
head station of Missions to Palestine and S3n*ia. 

— That active measures be adopted to forward, as speedily as may be 
found practicable, the erection of the new church at Jerusalem. 

— That the title to be given to the new church be "The Apostolic 
Anglican Church at Jerusalem,'' from whence the word of the 
Lord may sound forth to his ancient and still beloved people the 
Jews, through the whole length and breadth of the land of their 
forefathers. 

— ^That in order to establish the church at Jerusalem upon a basis of 
intimate union and communion with the Church of England, a regularly 
ordained clergyman, in full orders, and being a native of Qreat Britain 
or Ireland, be appointed at the head of the Jerusalem Mission. 

— ♦That the Rev. John Nicolayson be appointed to take rank next 
in succession to the chief Missionary, and empowered to act for and 
in his place in case of illness or absence from the station. 

— ^That to give greater efficiency to the Mission, a third Clergyman, 
being also in fidl orders, be appointed in a subordinate capacity under 
the Rev. John Nicolayson, and who, with Mr. Nicolayson, shall act 
under the direction of the chief Missionary, preaching and teaching 
both in Jerusalem, and, as circumstances may make expedient or 
desirable, in the adjacent towns and country wherever a congregation 
of Jews may be found, making Jerusalem their head-quarters, and 
reporting to the chief Missionary their proceedings, for the purpose of 
being transmitted, through him at stated periods, to the Committee in 
London. 

— ^That the Rev. J. Nicolayson be requested to leave England, and to 
return to Jerusalem vid Constantinople, at his earliest convenience, &c. 

— That the Physician and Architect attached to the Jerusalem Mission 
be directed, after receiving written instructions from the Committee, to 
proceed to Jerusalem by the first favourable opportunity. 

— ^That in furtherance of the Missionary object, it is of the greatest 
importance that provision should be made for employing in industrious 
and useful occupations the converted Jews now residing in Jerusalem ; 
and looking forward also to the extensive and beneficial effects which 

♦ This Resolution was adopted in compliance with a suggestion of the 
Rev. J. Nicolayson himself. 
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such a measure is calculated to promote by inducing the Jews to resort 
to their now deserted city, and thus to bring on the happy day devoutly 
to be wished for by the friends of Israel, when the predicted event of 
their restoration to their original patrimony shall be accomplished, it is 
the duty of all who believe in the unerring truths of revelation to lend 
their aid for its realization. 

— ^That in order, therefore, to give effect to this high and important 
preparatory measure, immediate proceedings be adopted to establish a 
school of industry at Jerusalem, in which moral and religious instruct 
tion, combined with useful practical knowledge in all the various 
branches of medical science, mechanical arts, and handicraft trades be 
taught under the immediate direction of the individuals being at the 
head and having the management of the same, but subject always to 
the supervision and general control of the Church of England ordained 
Clergymen at Jerusalem. 

—That for the employment of adult converted and inquiring Jews, 
a Jewish Operative Institution be formed at Jerusalem, upon the plan 
and principles of the London Operative Institution, and the expense to 
be defrayed from the Jerusalem Temporal Relief Fund. 

— That to provide for the education of the " Daughters of Jerusalem/' 
a school of instruction be established, in which all useful and profitable 
knowledge, both spiritual and temporal, suitable to their sex, shall 
be taught, making a distinction and division between children and 
adults. 

— That for the purpose of evincing and endeavouring to impress on the 
minds of the Jeyrs, the good-will and love which the Christians have for 
them as their elder brethren, as well as from motives of gratitude, for 
the unspeakable blessings which they as Christians have received through 
the instrumentality of the Jews, and as an unfeigned, although tardy 
acknowledgment of their long-continued oppression and persecution of 
a people whom God hath not cursed, and man ought not, but is 
commanded to bless, an Hospital be established as promptly as possible 
at Jerusalem, for the reception of sick Jews, without any distinction of 
religious persuasion, the expense to be defrayed out of the Jerusalem 
Hospital Fund. 

— That for the special object of educating practitioners in the sciences 
of surgery and medicine, a school be established in Jerusalem, under 
the immediate direction and management of the head of the medical 
department, and in which surgery and pharmacology is to be taught. 

— ^That within certain and definite limits, to be assigned by the Com- 
mittee, the Mission have power to receive and approve a plan of the 
Church and other buildings, and a scheme for the industrial Schools, 
which plan and scheme shall be carried into effect immediately after 
such approval by the Mission. 
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SERMON. 



Romans XI. 29. 

^^For the gifts and calling of God are without 
repentance'^ 

Mv text, brethren, is in harmony with the subject that I 
come to treat of. That text is not merely a topic on 
which I am to speak. It does not merely present a truth, 
which I am to develop and explain. It is not the mere 
assertion of a doctrine, which I am to prove and enforce. 
It is not a mere declaration of promise, which I am to 
illustrate and apply. It is not merely in these respects, 
and in reference to these uses alone, a pregnant and 
interesting passage of Scripture. It possesses other 
characters, and may justly claim attention on other 
grounds. It is, as I said before, in harmony with the 
subject I am come to treat of ^ it partakes of the awful 
sublimity which belongs to that, and which is inseparable 
from it. I am come to speak of the history, of the state, 
of the destinies of that wonderful people, who for a long 
time were the sole depositories of the revealed will of 
God 5 whom the Almighty, by an act of his sovereign 
will, chose from among all the nations of the world ; to 
whom, and to whom alone, he spake in all those various 
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forms, in which, and by which, he has ever seen fit to 
manifest his will to men ; and who long enjoyed, as his 
peculiar people, the blessing of his special superintend- 
ence and protecting care ; " to whom, pertained the 
adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving 
of the law, and the service of God, and the promises ; 
whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the 
flesh Christ came ; who is over all, God blessed for ever- 
more." (Rom. ix. 4, 5.) 

I am come to speak of that people, concerning whom it 
is written, and to whom this appeal, which follows, was 
made. "For ask now of the days that are past, which 
were before thee, since the day that God created man 
upon the earth ; and ask from the one side of heaven to 
the other, whether there hath been any such thing as this 
great thing is, or hath been heard like it? Did ever 
people hear the voice of God speaking out of the midst of 
the fire, as thou hast heard, and live ? Or hath God 
assayed to go and take unto him a nation, from the midst 
of another nation, by temptations, by signs, and by 
wonders, and by war, and by a mighty hand, and by 
a stretched out arm, and by great terrors, according to all 
that the Lord your God did for you in Egypt before your 
eyes. Unto thee it was showed, that thou mightest know 
that the Lord he is God ; there is none else beside him. 
Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, that he 
might instruct thee ; and upon earth he showed thee his 
great fire ; and thou heardest his words out of the midst of 
the fire." (Deut. iv. 32—36.) 

Having heard this appeal, having known the way in 
which every word that it contains was verified, can we 
withhold our assent from that which was afterwards 
addressed to them, and which forms the summary of their 
state, the substance of their early history : " Happy art 
thou, O Urael. Who is like unto thee, O people saved by 
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the Lord, the shield of thy help, and who is the sword of 
thy excellency ! " (Deut xxxiii. 29.) 

Into the history of such a people, thus called, thus 
consecrated, thus kept, thus visited, thus preserved, it is 
impossible to look without awe and veneration. Whether 
we consider their origin; whether we consider their 
preservation ; or whether we look forward to their future 
destiny, to the part, they may fill up in the development 
of plans to be hereafter perfected, there is so much of 
God to be seen ; and so little, comparatively speaking, of 
man ; the signs of God's presence and of God's agency, 
and more than that, (for these may be discerned in his 
providential works) the signs of God's secret purposes, of 
his purposes hidden from the foundation of the world, 
partially revealed through the medium of patriarchs and 
prophets, manifested as to their present object in the in- 
carnation of Jesus Christ, but still containing within them- 
selves the seeds of future wonders, of events of the most 
important nature, of things which angels desire to look 
into, of things for which the whole creation groaning and 
travailing together in pain until now, is described as 
waiting ; the signs of these awful and mysterious move- 
ments on which the destiny of the world is hinging, are 
so comprised and included in the history of the Jewish 
people, that we dare not look at them in any other light 
than as the medium through which the purposes of God 
have been accomplished in past times ; and in which the 
will of God is to be studied as to that which is yet to come. 
The eventful narrative of the people, no doubt, is rich in 
the means of edification and improvements. The most 
striking lessons may be collected from it. The most 
affecting circumstances may be found in it "It is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness." But beyond the profit to 
be derived from its practical application, it contains a 
record of the secret purposes of God, — of those purposes 
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which though not yet revealed, geem pressing for disolo* 
sure, hastening to development, which is to be approached 
no. doubt with awe, and to be studied with caution; but 
which still, when so approached^ and so studied, becomes 
a source of high and holy contemplation ; an abyss, on 
the brink of which we may stand and meditate with 
profit to ourselves; where we may learn more of the 
greatness of God and of the littleness of man than we 
had known before; and from whence we may return 
humbled in our own estimation, by the wonders on which 
we have been reflecting ; and repeating to ourselves, " O 
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and know- 
ledge of God. How unsearchable are his judgments, and 
his ways past finding out ! *' (Rom.xi.33.) Nor can we deny, 
that in comparing the history of the Jewish people with 
that of other nations, it seems to run like a golden thread 
through the maze which they exhibit; that it stands out 
distinct and separate from sdl that is recorded of them ; 
and offers, in its unbroken continuance, one clear and 
simple record of a purpose originating in God, and 
pursued through successive ages by the hand of Omnipo- 
tence itself. The other nations of the world, the potsherds 
of the earth, are raised up and cast down, with no apparent 
reference to any end they have to answer. They come 
and go, and their place knoweth them no more ; but while 
one supplants the other, their absence forms no chasm in 
the purposes of God. Some are thrown aside, like vessels 
in which he has no pleasure ; and others are raised up to 
fill the gap occasioned by their destruction ; but *' no one 
continueth in one stay ; '^ none seem to form necessary 
parts of the great scheme of Providence, nor to posset» 
more than an individual existence. 

But how different is the case with those whom wq are 
here, on this occasion, called to contemplate : a nation, 
scattered indeed, but never lost ; overrun, crushed, but not 
destroyed; a nation, which seems to possess in itself a 
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epirit of vitality which belongs to no other section of 
mankind ; a nation, which always remains, and remains 
always the same. A nation, whose original is not one of 
those fortuitous collections which are recorded as thp 
germs of empires ; but which may be traced to the sove- 
reign will of God, and can be seen issuing from his 
express decree. A nation, whose original is specifically 
discerned in the call of Abraham, when the father of the 
faithful first heard the voice of God in Ur of the Chaldees, 
and in humble obedience to that call left his father's 
house, and set forth, not knowing whither he went ; a 
nation, whose present continuance forof^s pne of those 
problems which the mind of man endeavours to explain in 
vain ; and whose future destiny, whose final employment, 
is lost in that enpanse which the eye cannot pretend to 
penetrate ; but where faith conjectures scenes of righte^ 
pusness and peace, such as the world has not yet beheld, 
in the development of God's gracious purposes, and in 
the final accomplishment of his will. 

!Po I err in saying, that to the history of such a people 
we cannot turn as we do to the annals of other nations ? 
^' The Lord his God is with him. The shout of a king is 
among tbem." (Numb, xxiii. 21.) The majjesty that 
belongs to God descends on Israel. Like the ointment 
that went down to the skirts of Aaron's clothing, it 
spreads the odour of sanctity over all their history; and 
we are compelled to feel, that in all that is recorded of 
Israel, we have to trace the ways of God with man, 
rather than the ways of man with his fellows. But if this 
be so, the question may perhaps be asked, are we justified 
in attempting to lift up the veil, which at present hides 
the purposes of God, and to intrude into the Holy of 
Holies ? The secret things, we are told, " belong unto the 
JLiord our God," and that which he reserves from our 
observation, it may not be wise or reverent to attempt to 
lefirn. The effort also may be as vain as it is presump^ 
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tuous. It may end in the confusion of those who under- 
take it, if undertaken in contradietion to the will of God. 
In that case, it might be said to us, as it was to the 
patriarch, ^^ Canst thou by searching find out God? 
Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection ? It is 
as high as heaven ; what canst thou do ? Deeper than 
hell ; what canst thou know ? " (Job xi. 6, 7*) Let me 
say, my brethren, once for all, that I aim not at discovering 
that which God has purposely withheld. I aim not at 
breaking the seal, which his wisdom has impressed on the 
revelation of his future operations, or at interpreting 
unfulfilled prophecy. I leave to time, to the gentle, 
gradual influence of time, the softening of those knots, 
which now defy our attempts to open them, and the 
explaining of that which at present seems inexplicable. 
I see nothing to encourage any inroads on futurity, in the 
result of former speculations ; and I feel that the cause of 
truth is hazarded more than we are generally aware, by 
repeated failures in the endeavour to lay open its myste- 
ries. I only aim at conjecturing the future purposes of 
God towards the Jewish people, from what he has already 
done by them, and what he has already verified in them. 
I infer general conclusions from general declarations of 
his virill; and gladly resign to his infinite wisdom and 
power the ordaining of the manner, and the providing of 
the means for an accomplishment, which I feel myself 
justified in anticipating. With all this reserve, there is 
enough to terrify and subdue the mind in attempting 
even that which I propose. I feel the difficulty, the 
overwhelming difficulty, of grasping a scheme which 
emanates from the mind of Deity. I wonder at the 
boldness of man in presuming to trace the plan which his 
Creator has pursued, the end which the Almighty has in 
view. Conscious of my own unaptness for the task, I 
feel that I only dare to go from fact to fact, from text to 
text, according as I can read that which is written, and 
discern the footmarks of the ways of God in his word. 
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Like one blinded by excess of light, I need to be led by the 
hand in prosecuting the inquiry, and dare not quit the clue 
which the letter of Scripture offers, while endeavouring 
to discover and to trace that which is the purpose of 
God. From all presumptuous conjecture, then, from all 
conclusions that may directly or indirectly contravene the 
words that are given for our instruction, may the Spirit 
of God preserve us ; and may he, who has promised that 
the meek he will guide in judgment, be our guide and 
director here. While trusting to that guidance, while 
seeking that direction, even such inquiries as these may 
be safe. Whatever may be the risks attending bold 
speculation as to that which is hidden in the purposes 
of God, or partial and arbitrary interpretations of 
Scripture, (and it is not easy to overrate the greatness 
of the risk incurred,) the humble student, the man who 
sits and reads and meditates on that which is written, 
who approaches the Word with awe, who dreads either 
to add to it or to take from it^ who prays for light and 
distrusts himself; this man need not fear, for the very 
spirit in which he comes to the questions will preserve 
his inquiries from abuse, and will ensure their safety, if 
it does not make them satisfactory. In fact, is it not 
thus, with a reference to such questions, and in encourage- 
ment of such inquirers, that the Lord himself says, 
" Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool ; 
but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor 
and of a contrite spirit, and that trembleth at my word ? " 
(Isaiah Ixvi. 2.) Still more may such an inquirer be 
encouraged to hope that his conjectures are reasonable 
and authorized by Scripture, when he is conscious that 
no personal considerations are biasing his judgment, or 
leading to the inference which he draws. We are at no 
time in such danger of drawing erroneous conclusions as 
when our inquiries after truth are influenced by self-love. 
We are never so free from danger as when that influence 
has no existence. It has too often happened that 
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personal feelings have intruded themselves into the 
subject before us, and rash, and hasty, and intemperate 
conclusions have been the general results. While men 
were thinking only of themselves they have seen nothing 
but themselves in the depths which they contemplated ; 
and thus they have perverted the wisdom of God, and 
entangled themselves }n difficulties which they could 
not escape from, while viewing the purposes of God in 
that narrow and contracted form which they must wear 
while limited to the destiny of individuals. 

My brethren, let us take a wider view, a view more 
consistent with that glory which is the object of our 
reflections, and it is probable that we shall not err as 
other men have done in following up their speculations. 
Let us lose sight of everything that is personal or that 
refers to us as individuals, and contemplate the destinies 
of mankind; and while we admit that the wisdom of 
God must comprehend, and the power of God must 
sustain the least, the lowest parts of his creation — while 
we feel that the very hairs of our heads are all numbered, 
and that not a sparrow falls to the ground without the 
cognizance of our Maker; let us still allow, that the 
greater objects which are included in this scheme pf 
providential government, may to us and to our weaker 
powers be more discernible than the smaller; s^ncj that 
the purposes of God which regard mankind at large m^y, 
therefore, be more easily read in Scripture, and mor^ 
distinctly noted than those which regard individuals, or 
the nation of which they form a part. To him by whom 
all things were made, and in whom all things exist ; to 
him, no doubt, all things are equally clear, equally 
accessible. Magnitude does not add to the difficulty 
of wielding that which is to be wielded by infinite power, 
nor does minuteness eipbarrass the observations of infinite 
knowledge. Degrees belong to that which is imperfect, 
and we should reduce the Creator to the level of the 
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creature, if we conceived that there was any difference 
between that power which grasps the universe at present, 
and that by which the universe was made at first; 
between the hand which makes a planet or the band 
which makes an insect. But with us it is not so. It 
is reasonable to suppose that in the dark depth of God's 
secret purposes, that which is large and general may bq 
discerned by us more clearly and distinctly than that 
which is minute and particular; nor does it seem 
improbable that a purpose which concerns the whole 
race of Adam, and which, as such, must occupy a larger 
space in the scheme of Providence, may, on that account, 
be more openly revealed, and, on that account, may be 
more generally seen and be more distinctly understood 
than that which concerns an individual. 

It is no rash or self-confident presumption, then, which 
pretends to read in the purposes of God a plan which 
affects the destiny of mankind ; and we need not hesitate 
at saying, that such appears to have been the purpose of 
the call of Abraham, and the separation of the Jewish 
people. We must say, that it seems to have been the 
original purpose of God, that the destiny of man, even of 
that being whom he had created and placed in this world, 
should hinge or turn on one single people selected for 
that object, as they must have been previously ordained 
for it 5 and that that people was his people Israel. 

It seems unnecessary to prove a statement which { 
believe is more generally admitted than asserted, but which 
few feel themselves authorized to contest. The facts are 
received on which this supposition rests by those who do 
not draw the same conclusion, but the facts are so 
conclusive, that I believe it is hardly necessary to do 
more than name them in order to make good the 
inference contended for. During the first period of 
man's existence upon earth, I admit that this purpose 
was concealed, or only left to be conjectured from the 
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brief and ambiguous prophecy pronounced to Eve. The 
antediluvian world was under a dispensation of its own. 
God permitted the evil of our nature to show itself theii 
under circumstances which his mercy has not allowed to 
be repeated since. " There were giants in those days." 
We may infer, from the single fact which is recorded, of 
the life of men being extended to a space tenfold greater 
than that which is known at present, that during the 
period before the deluge the powers of man, his powers 
of mind, his powers of body, were developed in proportion 
to his length of days, — that there was wisdom, and strength, 
and wealth, means of acquiring, means of enjoying, 
exceeding in a tenfold degree all that have been known 
upon the exhausted soil and under the stinted life of the 
descendants of Noah. But these things seem to have 
been possessed in order that man might be taught how 
little is gained by advantages like these, and that he 
might thus shrink from coveting the distinction of 
unsanctified greatness. The antediluvians must have 
possessed that which the world considers wanting to the 
completion of their plans and the realization of their 
wishes. They must have had power to attempt great 
things, and time to witness the accomplishment. They 
must have had time for acquiring much, and time for 
enjoying much. They must have had this, and what 
do we find was the result? The wickedness of men 
became such that God abhorred the work of his own 
hands ; and having striven with their obstinate corruption 
for a hundred and twenty years, he was compelled 
to destroy with a flood the world which he had first 
created. 

A new form of trial commenced in the family of Noah. 
It might to us have seemed probable, that with this 
awful instance of God's judgment before their eyes, 
as exhibited in the memorials of the deluge; with 
lessened means of doing evil, and with the warning 
of death, brought nearer and nearer to each succeeding 
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generation by the diminution of the length of life, it 
might have seemed probable that the evil of man's heart 
would have been checked, and his ways been made 
conformable with those of God. 

I need not say that the experiment failed, that man 
sank under it, that he stood again convicted of inveterate, 
irreclaimable perverseness, and that some fresh resource 
was to be derived from the mercy of God in order to 
effect his deliverance. 

Now, therefore, came the call of Abraham. A fresh 
witness was to be raised up among men, and the nature 
of man having been proved incurably corrupt, one 
family was to be selected in which the light of truth 
might be preserved, and communion with God might 
be maintained through a series of miraculous inter- 
ferences. " To Abraham and his seed, therefore, were 
the promises made." A new dispensation was opened, 
and man was to be taught to live for things that are 
invisible ; to walk by faith, not by sight. The faith of 
the father of the faithful was at once confirmed by a 
promise made from God, that in his seed should all the 
families of the earth be blessed ; and thus, in this way, 
and at that time, the purpose of God was manifested to be 
mercy by the declaration of that word which cannot be 
broken. In the promise likewise then made, was 
revived the original promise made to Eve, that the 
woman's seed should bruise the serpent's head; and 
every ray of hope that had been given, was seen con- 
verging to that which was confined to the race of 
Abraham. Thus renewed and strengthened, the stream of 
promise flowed on, gaining depth and width as it advanced. 
The prophets received the light which had been vouch- 
safed to the patriarchs; and while they repeated the 
message, they added, at each successive descent, some 
fresh particulars. It was in Isaac first that the seed was 
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called ; and, if out of the sons of Isaac Jacob was chosen, 
iC out of the twelve sons of Jacob Judah was the one 
whom his brethren were to praise, from whom Shiloh 
was to come, " to whom should be the gathering of the 
people," (Gen, xlix. 9, 10,) a subsequent revelation 
marked out the family of David among the descendants 
of Judah, and specified Solomon as the line through 
which the Saviour of mankind was to be expected. The 
time of that Saviour's appearance, the miracle of his 
incarnation, his conception of a pure virgin, his birth- 
place Bethlehem, his humble origin and appearance, his 
life of wonder, his death of humiliation, his resurrection 
after three days' interval, his glorious ascension, the 
establishment and extension of his kingdom, the con- 
version of the Heathen, the reconciliation effected between 
God and man, the union of Jew and Gentile in one 
Church, the restoration of Israel to former privileges, and 
the great triumph of Christ as the head of all; these 
were the subjects of prophecy, these were the objects of 
anticipation ; for these " the whole creation is represented 
as groaning and travailing in pain together," " waiting," 
as the apostle says, "for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body," (Rom. viii. 22, 23.) 

But these and all these blessings, whether promised or 
possessed, whether possessed or anticipated, belong to 
Israel, and can neither be detached or separated from 
Israel. Theirs were the fathers, and of them, as con- 
cerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, God 
blessed for evermore. Theirs likewise were the apostles. 
Theirs were the first preachers of the faith. Theirs were 
the first believers, the first martyrs, the first saints ; nor 
can we name a single blessing, among those which we 
enjoy in superiority to others, which does not rise from a 
Jewish source, or which is not brought down to us by a 
Jewish hand. We rejoice at present, and we rejoice with 
reason, in the prevalence of a higher tone of moral 
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feeling than was ever known among Heathen nations. 
We rejoice in seeing many of the evils of life alleviated ; 
many of those abominations, with which the face of 
society was disfigured, removed. But what, we may ask, 
is it that has made us to ditkt in these respects ? What 
has raised us above those whom we still regard as our 
guides in the world of intellect, as our models in politick 
wisdom, and our masters in works of art ? What, for 
instance, has made modern Europe to differ from ancient 
Europe ? or what — to render the comparison more 
striking — what makes modern Asia so inferior to ancient 
Asia in all that adds dignity to, man and comfort to life ? 
What, we may say, but the influence given, or the 
influence withdrawn, of those Scriptures which belonged 
to the Jewish people, which came to us from them, and 
which, coming to us from them, have taught us what we 
know, and have made us, under God's blessing, what we 
are. Nor let us imagine that this benefit of which I 
speak) has been that direct benefit alone which is derived 
to those who are made wise unto salvation, through faith 
in Jesus Christ, by the teaching of the Scriptures. 
They, no doubt, have found the real treasure — ^they are 
the real gainers ; but the whole world bears its testimony 
also to the fact which is experienced by them. The 
whole Christian world, in every form and division of 
society, whether living under the power of the Gospel or 
not, exhibits some mark of improvement. Science has 
been delivered from the shackles which an absurd 
mythology fastened on the mind, and has taken a 
clearer view of things in general, since man was taught 
to regard God as a spirit, and to refer everything to his 
superintending hand. Literature has been purified, and 
literature been made conducive to the happiness of 
the people. Law has been made more lenient, and 
society has been made more secure. The evils of life 
have been diminished in number and in magnitude ; and 
comforts have been scattered over the highway of our 
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pilgrimage with a profusion which had neither been 
known nor thought possible before. But beyond this, 
the world at large has been made to share in the 
blessings conferred on Christendom. The improvement 
in the moral state of things among ourselves extends 
itself by degrees, and spreads towards others. That this 
extension is gradual, that the progress of improvement is 
slow, is, alas ! but too manifest. The prayers of the 
Church, the tears, the sorrows of humanity, still groaning 
under burdens that might be removed ; the cries of the 
Heathen world, stretching out its hands for an aid, 
which is not yet bestowed ; all these are witnesses, too 
powerful to be overlooked ; and witnesses who testify 
against the apathy and coldness which prolongs the 
dominion of error, and allows their sorrows and wrongs 
to continue unrelieved. But though the change is not 
yet effected as it ought to be, the process of improve- 
ment is begun. Light is come into the world ; and the 
rays which are struggling through the darkness that they 
can hardly penetrate, serve to dispel the gloom which 
used to hang over creation, and give, even in this twilight 
dawn, the promise of a coming day. 

In the meantime, however, what form soever it be in 
which this light is reaching the surface ; whether it be 
direct or indirect ; whether it be that long-levelled rule 
of light which issues from the great fountain of truth in 
the Gospel ; or whether it be that reflected light, which 
beams forth in the character and conduct of the Chris- 
tian; no one can deny the fact that improvement has 
taken place ; no one can doubt the source from which 
that improvement has been derived. Every one who 
believes the truth, admits without a question, that 
" salvation is of the Jews." (John iv. 22.) 

There are broken, scattered rays of truth, which appear 
to flow in upon society from other quarters. God has not 
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left himself altogether without witness at any time or' 
in any place. But what are the dim trembling beams 
which play and flutter on the shattered fragments of our 
fallen nature, compared with that full illumination that 
dwells on the page of Scripture ? What are those feel- 
ings, which may be awakened by the force of conscience, 
or produced by the sense of present comfort, compared 
with the conviction which is effected by the Word of God, 
and the sure and certain hope which is included in the 
revelation of his will ? 

Up to this moment, then, the fact seems clear and 
certain, that the light which should lighten the Gentiles 
has been derived from Israel. We may claim for the 
Jews, without fearing contradiction, the gratitude as well 
as the sympathy of the world at large; and while we 
ascend the stream which has carried fertility and happi- 
ness through the successive generations of mankind, we 
come to no other source than the call of Abraham, the 
secret purpose of God respecting Israel, 

I admit that the case may seem to be somewhat 
different, when we turn from the present to the future, 
and begin to explore that wider expanse which yet 
remains to be developed in the purposes of God. But 
the difference will be found, on reflection, less than might 
have been expected ; and it will be also found limited by 
the circumstances under which it commences. For this 
seems obvious, that whatever may be the future destinies 
of the world, whatever may be the trials or revolutions 
which it U ordained to undergo, the elements, the com- 
ponent parts, remain the same, and their position or 
arrangement will alone be altered. 

The condition of the Church may be altered also. It 
may be in a state of triumph or of depression, estab- 
lished, or dispersed, enriched with all that man can give, 
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'with endowments, with learning, with all that can add 
splendour and beauty to its ministrations ; or it may be 
destitute of all these things, a wanderer, an outcast that 
has not where to lay its head. But in the midst of all 
these possible contingencies, of these conceivable changes; 
the nature of man remains the same, the same in its 
wants, the same in its wishes, the same in its capacities 
of good and evil, in its propensities and abhorrences. 
The Word of God also remains the same : for that cannot 
alter, as He cannot change; and we are assured that 
heaven and earth shall pass, before one jot or one tittle of 
the law shall be set aside or superseded. Whatever, 
then, may be the change as to the outward circumstances 
of men, there is none as to the elements of happiness for 
man. Himself the same, the identity of his nature 
requires an identity in the process by which it is to be 
restored; and we are, therefore, warranted in asserting 
that the future history of man will be but the echo of the 
past in these respects ; and that we may infer that which 
is needed by him in future, from that which we know him 
to have wanted in time past. 

We know at present, for instance, that man can never 
know peace till he is reconciled to God. We know also, that 
he never can be reconciled to' God, but through the atone- 
ment offered by Christ Jesus. He can never be con- 
verted, but by the power of the Holy Ghost. He can 
never be fit for the communion of saints in light, but 
through communion with God on earth. This which we 
have received then ; this, which we know from experience 
to be true; this will hold good as long as the world 
endures : nor will any other way be ever opened than 
that which is open now, through which man may return 
to God and find admission to his eternal home. 

If we are to ask, then, how, in what way, by what 
means, shall the generations yet unborn be restored to the 
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happiness they have forfeited, and be raised above the 
evils implanted in their nature ? we can only say, by 
those same means, and in that same way, through which 
we seek and find peace with God at present; and as 
Israel in the wilderness drank of that spiritual rock which 
followed them, and in all the stages of their pilgrimage 
had no other stream from which to slake their thirst ; so 
may we say, that as long as the world endures, man must 
come to those living waters from which we are drinking, 
and draw from those wells of salvation which are opened 
to us in the Scriptures. 

But I may be here told, that though this holds good 
with regard to the written Word, it is not equally clear 
with regard to the agency by which that Word shall be 
applied ; and that it is probable, and more than probable, 
that the purpose of God with regard to the Jewish people 
was closed, when the book of Scripture received its seal, 
and a curse was pronounced on him who should add to 
its canon. 

From that moment the position of that people was 
manifestly and materially altered. The object for which 
they had been selected and preserved seemed accom- 
plished. The Scriptures were given, — the Saviour was 
born, — the prophecies concerning him were fulfilled; and 
the Jews had filled up the measure of their iniquities by 
crucifying the Lord of glory. Their privileges, there- 
fore, seemed forfeited, and their office seemed to have 
come to its close, or was to be taken by another* From 
that time, then, it may be thought that the chosen nation 
was rejected ; that as they had refused the oflfered mercy, 
the offer was withdrawn ; that as they had counted them- 
selves unworthy of eternal life, the gift was taken back ; 
and that as they had rejected the counsel of God against 
themselves, the covenant was cancelled, the connexion 
was broken; and they who had up to that time been 
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considered as his people, were to be cousidered as such 
no more. 

I cannot deny, that the circumstances which attended 
the destruction of Jerusalem and the dispersion of the 
nation, might easily suggest, and might well countenance 
such a supposition as this ; and did I not know that ^* the 
gifts and calling of God are without repentance," — did I 
not read of mercies yet in store for Israel, and of glories 
yet unaccomplished, — if I was not compelled by what I 
find in the writings of the prophets, to look for some 
fulfilment not yet realized, — and if I was not taught by 
the great Apostle of the Gentiles to anticipate a period 
when " the deliverer shall come out of Zion, and shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob'* (Rom. xi. 26), — ^if I 
was not in this way led to expect mightier works and a 
more wonderful manifestation of goodness than that which 
has been hitherto disclosed, — I might feel that the guilt 
of the nation had exceeded the limits of God's endurance; 
that the generation which rejected the Son had filled up 
the measure of their iniquity ; and might think that 
"Ichabod" was written on their destiny in characters 
not to be effaced. 

But these things are not so. There is a concurrent 
testimony resulting from the prophetic writings that 
Israel shall be restored to favour,* shall be gathered from 
their dispersion,t shall be collected into their own land, 
shall again be employed as the instrument of God's 
mercy, X shall again be the means of renewing the face 
of the earth, and of influencing the destiny of man; and 
as I must be conscious, that the gracious purpose of God 
towards man is not yet accomplished, as darkness still 
covers the earth and gross darkness the people, I must 

• Isa. i. 25, 26 ; iv. 2, 3, 4 ; xiv. 1, 2, 3 ; Ixiv. 4, 5, 6 ; Ix. 1, 2, 3. 
f Isa. xi. 11, 12 ; Jer. xvi. 14, &c.; xxxiii. xxx. xxxi. 
I Isa. xlii. xlix. Ivi. Ix. Ixii. 
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believe — for the evidence seems too clear to be resisted — 
that the purpose of God is to resume its former channel^ 
when it resumes its onward progress and hastens the 
completion of its work; that Israel is to be employed 
even as Israel has been employed ; that the Lord will 
arise, and have mercy upon Zion, " when the time to 
favour her, yea, the set time is come" (Ps. cii. 13) ; that ' 
the Lord shall arise upon Israel, and his glory shall be 
seen upon them ; and the* Gentiles shall come to their 
light, and kings to the brightness of their rising, 
(Isaiah Ix, 2, 3.) 

In justification of these ass iiinpt ions, and to avoid the 
wearisomeness of verbal criticism and multiplied refer- 
ences in nmking good the interpretation I contend for; 
let me ask you to bear in mind the present state of 
Christendoms and to consider the little progress which 
the Gospel has made in the world since the day when 
Jews ceased to be its preachers. Let me next ask you 
to conaidefj whether there does not appear to be a cause 
for introducing some fresh instrumentality; a necessity 
for some new agency towards the acctmiplishment of that 
which we believe to be the will and the purpose of 
Jehovah* And, finally^ let me ask you to consider, whether 
we are not warranted by past experience in expecting 
that they may be the most successful preachers of the 
Gospel, whom we know to have been the chosen instru- 
ments for making known the will of God in former ages. 

We may be told, no doubt, that that preaching which 
converted the world, which laid the foundations of the 
Church of Christ in defiance of all the powers of the 
world, was enforced bj the miraculous gifts which accom* 
panled it, and which added to it a weight and authority 
that nothing could gainsay or resist* But it seems 
natural that we should ask in reply, why those gifts 
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were bestowed when the preachers were Jews, and why 
they were withheld when the work devolved on Gentiles. 
It may have been, that as the gift was only given when 
the necessity existed, it was bestowed on the Jew who 
first preached the Gospel, and was withheld from the 
Gentile who entered into his labours. But still it may 
be worth considering why that power was limiled to a 
Jewish ministry ; and if it does not seem improbable that 
God might have honoured the seed of Abraham, by 
intrusting to them exclusively the credentials of Divine 
appointment which consist in miraculous powers, it 
becomes a question, whether some similar token of appro- 
bation might not be expected in the event of a similar 
employment of the people hereafter. But whether that 
early ministry owed its success to miraculous power, and 
the demonstration of the Spirit, or not ; there can be no 
doubt as to the results which followed. The conquests 
of the first generation of Evangelists almost fixed the 
limits of the empire of Christendom. *' Their sound went 
into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the 
world." (Rom. x. 18.) The journeys of Paul, of Peter, 
and of the other apostles, seem to have traced the line 
which exists at present as the boundary of Christ's 
kingdom upon earth. Of that which was enlightened 
then, some parts are darkness now ; of that which was 
left in darkness then, how small the portion that has 
been enlightened since ! If something has been gained 
by succeeding ages, much has been likewise lost. Jf a 
new world has received, partially and imperfectly received, 
the light of Gospel truth ; Asia and Africa have been 
wrested from the dominion of Christ, and been subju- 
gated to the Mahometan delusion. Were the apostle$ 
now to return to earth — were they to review the pro- 
vinces which they had won from Heathenism, and the 
limits to which they had carried the standard of the 
cross — they might complain with reason of losses sus- 
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tained through the negligence of their successors, and 
might mourn over an empire diminished rather than 
enlarged by the occupancy of the Gentile Church. 

It is now nearly eighteen hundred years since the 
work of evangelizing the world has been transferred to us. 
Gentile Christians; and what, I may ask — though I 
tremble while I ask it, — what have been the results pro- 
duced ? Has a Gentile ministry brought into full and 
complete cultivation the wilderness which the apostles 
occupied ? Have we so used these ages of quiet undis- 
turbed possession, that a reclaimed world is gladdened by 
our labours, and that the desert rejoices and blossoms 
like a rose ? 

Aks, my brethren ! look to the dark corners of our own 
favoured country j look to the multitudes among ourselves 
sunk in a worse than Heathen Ignorance; look at the 
overflowings of ungodUness on every side^ and be 
humbled, humbled by the spectacle which meets the eye 
in a ChriBtian^ in a Protestant country. And if this be 
the case with us, what may we expect to find in other 
regions, where the Bible is a sealed book, and where those 
iipa which ought to keep knowledge, are used to propa- 
gate delusion? 

And if this be the case with our own vineyard, with 
countries nominally Christian; what have we done for 
those that are without ? Has the boundary line of Christ's 
kingdom been advanced, as knowledge and power 
increased y and have all the ends of the world heard the 
salration of our God ? Alas 1 we do but multiply evi- 
dences of our unfaithfulness aa we proceed. The world 
has been visited ; the world has been explored ; the world 
has been ransacked ; but not by men, *' who counted not 
their lives dear unto themselves, so that they might finish 
their course with joy, and tJu3 tninistry wbirh they havr 
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received of the Lord Jesus^ to testify the Gospel of the 
grace of God." (Acts xx. 24.) Not by nien, who could 
say to those whom they visited, *' We seek not yours, but 
you; " but by men, who brought disgrace on the Gospel 
they professed by their vices, and who hardened the 
Heathen in their infidelity by the violence and cupidity 
they exhibited in their dealings with them. 

And what have been the consequences which we are 
compelled to note? An awful reaction on the side of 
-evil. The actual loss of nations, which had once been 
taught to bow before the name of Christ ; and the triumph 
of Satan manifested in the retreat of the armies of the 
Lord. That there have been efforts made, recently made, 
to recover the lost ground, I do not deny ; but how vain 
and insignificant do they seem to have been in general ! 
Nor is it likely that they should be otherwise. A divided 
force can never be an eflTective force. From the moment 
that Christians became divided, the forward advance of the 
Gospel was retarded, their preaching lost its power ; and 
if we are to judge of what is future from what is past, 
there must be more of union among ourselves before any 
great or general diflPusion of the Gospel can be hoped for 
in the Heathen world. 

But union among Christians is a blessing rather desired 
than expected. " Hope long deferred, maketh the heart 
sick ; " and we long to see the missionary office under- 
taken by those, who shall come to the Gospel work, free 
from the prejudices which exist among ourselves, and 
actuated by a higher and a purer spirit. We long for the 
time when that work, on which the conversion of the 
world depends, shall be undertaken by men of the same 
mind and spirit as Paul, and Barnabas, and Silas ; by men 
raised above the influence of the world, through a faith 
which has never been weakened or perverted by its illu- 
sions ; and who shall rejoice to prove their right to be 
regarded as the people of God, by the zeal which they 
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manifest in his service. That we have had such^ that we 
have such at present engaged in the work, may be 
thankfully acknowledged; but while we consider how 
plenteous the harvest is, and how few the labourers, we 
must long for the time when the Lord shall give the word, 
and great shall be the company of preachers, and when he 
that soweth and he that reapeth shall rejoice together. 

It is a question to be solved, whether such a time as 
this exists in the purpose of God ; and it is the object of 
our present inquiry to endeavour to ascertain its existence. 
In order to do this, let me remind you, that in predicting 
the desolation of the holy city and the dispersion. of the 
people, our blessed Lord adds, " And Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, till the times of the 
Gentiles shall be fulfilled.** Here, then, two facts seem 
mentioned, and mentioned on the same authority. The 
treading down of Jerusalem by the Gentiles, and the 
fulfilment of the times of the Gentiles. If we admit one 
part of the prediction, we cannot exclude the other. If 
we see that one has been accomplished, we cannot doubt 
that the other will be. Did our blessed Lord then say, 
that Jerusalem was to be trodden down of the Gentiles ? 
Improbable, inconceivable, as it might have seemed to 
those who heard him, we know that it has been done, and 
the testimony of the world bears witness to the full com- 
pletion of his words. But are there times of the Gentiles, 
which are to be fulfilled ? Is it said that those times, 
during which Jerusalem is to be trodden down, are to have 
a close ? Is this a constituent part of the same predic- 
tion ? Then we must believe (for it rests on the same 
authority) this second fact, that as there has been a 
commencement of Jewish a£9iction, so there must also be 
a term to an affliction which is only for a season ; and as 
there has been a commencement of Gentile pre-eminence, 
so there must also be an end to it. The times of the 
Gentiles I conceive, then, are to be understood as signi- 
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fying the period during which Jerusalem is trodden down, 
and the Gentiles are intrusted with the charge of the 
Gospel. During this interval, the goodness of God is 
glorified by admitting the Gentiles to the same privileges 
which were possessed by his ancient people; and we 
may also feel that had there not been such an interval, 
had there not been a period, during which the Gentile 
Church enjoyed all the privileges of the Jewish, and, 
indeed, more than had been ever possessed by the Old 
Testament Church — for kings and prophets desired to see 
the things which we see, and did not see them — ^had not 
this opportunity been given to the Gentiles, we might 
feel that that order which pervades the Divine economy 
had not been preserved ; and we might have thought that 
there was something wanting in this part of the dispen- 
sation of the Gospel. If the Gentiles had not been 
trusted with exclusive privileges like the Jews, they could 
not have been proved guilty as the Jews. There might 
then, in their case, have been boasting. They might have 
accused Israel of obstinate unbelief, and might have 
defended their own impenitence by the circumstances 
they were placed in. As the Jews of our Lord's day 
said, *' If we had been in the days of the fathers, we 
would not have been partakers with them in the blood 
of the prophets " (Matt, xxiii. 30) ; so the Gentiles 
might have said, If we had been ever considered as the 
people of God, we would not have been indifferent to our 
privileges as the Jews were 3 we would not have turned 
away from the true and living God to follow idols ; the 
sense of our covenant relation would have ensured our 
fidelity; and if we fell, as we know we did fall, we only fell 
because we were unnoticed, unregarded, and uncared for. 

The sad experience of eighteen centuries, during which 
the Gospel has been ours, and ours exclusively, must now 
silence that plea, if ever it should be uttered, and subdue 
the boasting of the Gentile Church. Henceforth, if we 
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should endeavour to justify ourselves before God on 
grounds like these, the same retort which confounded 
the Pharisees of our Lord's time, may be used to us. 
We may be told to fill up the measure of our fathers ; and 
we may be overwhelmed by the recollection of opportuni- 
ties possessed and not improved ; of mercies shown^ and 
still rejected ; while the Gospel was our exclusive property, 
and Israel was disinherited. But in the meantime, while 
the period of our trial is being accomplished, *^ Blindness 
hath happened in part unto Israel 5 *' and we, the unworthy 
successors to the privileges which they possessed, have 
the dispensation of the Gospel committed to us, and are 
required to preach the Gospel. But the goodness of God 
must not be mistaken ; nor must the long-suffering of 
God be counted as slackness. Though a thousand years 
with him are but as one day, and one day as a thousand 
years ; our times are in his hands, and his purpose will be 
accomplished, and accomplished. in due time. 

And if you ask me, when this change of dispensation 
may be expected ; when it is that the inheritance is to 
revert to the original heirs, and what are the signs of 
his coming to whom the kingdom is to be ? I can only 
say. Listen not to the rumours of the world ! " If they say, 
Behold, he is in the desert, go not forth. Behold, he is in 
the secret chambers, believe it not." (Matt. xxiv. 26.) 
But instead of yielding to the conjectures of men, which 
can have no authority ; mark the signs of the times, which 
cannot deceive you, and learn a parable of the fig-tree. 
"When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth 
leaves, ye know that summer is now nigh at hand ; so 
likewise, when ye shall see all these things come to pass, 
know that it is nigh even at the doors.'' (Matt, xxiv. 32L) 

The men who heard this parable from our Lord, were 
awakened, were convinced. They were made wise by 
what they heard. They watched the signs of the times, 
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nnd were warned as to the events which were coming by 
that which they beheld. It is to be hoped that we may 
not be less observant, nor profit less by what we see ; for 
assuredly we must have eyes which cannot see, if we see 
nothing in the state of things around us to awaken 
anxiety as to the result on the one hand, and expecta- 
tions on another. The state of Christendom, and the 
state of Israel ; the position of the Church, and the con- 
dition of the world; the swelling and heaving of the 
elements of which society is composed, all these things 
have a tendency to awaken thought. The purposes of 
God seem hastening to development. The seal of future 
events seems likely to be broken. 

Nor let us overlook in this case the advantage that 
may be derived from watching two concurrent lines of 
evidence, and let us see how the light which shines on 
one may relieve the darkness which rests upon the other. 
Two parts in the economy of Providence we conceive are 
in the process of completion, and are converging to the 
same point. The conviction of the Gentile Church, the 
reception of the Jewish Church, are both included in 
the scheme, and both are to be accomplished at the same 
time, perhaps by the same means. I do not say the 
rejection of the Gentile Church, but the conviction; for 
though I believe that the humiliation of the Gentile 
Church may be the purpose of God ; that we are to be 
made to feel the guilt of our long-continued apathy, 
and indifference, and unbelief; I still cherish the hope, 
that chastisement, not rejection, is the object; that a 
general reconciliation is to follow; and that the two 
sections of God's family are to be humbled alike that 
they may alike find mercy. It is not once alone that he 
has " concluded all in unbelief, that he may have mercy 
upon all." 

But while the purpose is advancing to maturity in 
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both cases ; while the Gentile Church is being awakened . 
to a sense of its responsibilities, and the eyes of Israel 
are being opened to the light which they have rejected ; 
while the Gospel is pervading Christendom more com- 
pletely, and the dead Israel begins to be quickened into 
life ; the advance may be manifested more clearly in one 
case than in the other. Every tree in the forest feels the 
influence of spring, but there are some whose buds are 
opened easier and give notice of the season sooner. It 
seems natural, therefore, that we should look not to the 
Gentile Church alone, nor to the Jewish people only, 
but that we should look to each, and mark in each the 
signs of the times we are anticipating. ^^ The vision 
is yet for an appointed time ; though it tarry long, wait 
for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry." 
(Habak. ii. 3.) 

It is thus that the man who waits for day-break, sits 
sometimes looking at the clock which tells the hour 
when sun-rise may be expected, and sometimes at the 
east where the dawn will first be visible. The clock 
moves, and the hour seems approaching, but in con- 
sequence of clouds all may be darkness in the sky. At 
other times, a tinge of light may be perceived on the 
horizon before the clock has announced the time of 
twilight. Each sign may be depended on, and each will 
finally agree ; but there are moments when the one might 
seem to contradict the other, and the daybreak might not 
justify the promise of the clock. 

In the same way, my brethren, we may look to signs 
discernible in the Jewish people, and to signs discernible 
in the state of the Gentile Church. The burst of the 
leaf may be more visible in the one then it is in the 
other ; and the appearance of one may encourage a hope 
which is not authorized by the other. But if we can but 
see in one, tokens of a maturity of purpose, we may allow 
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faith to be our warrant for its fulfilment in the other. 
The trees may vary, but the season cannot, and the 
difference in time is trifling in itself, though it may seem 
long to the impatience of those who are watching for the 
fulness of the leaf. 

Let this then be the conclusion to which we come and 
on which we rest : " The gifts and calling of God are 
without repentance." And just as God claims immu- 
tability as the crowning attribute of all that can be 
known concerning Him ; saying, " I am the Lord, I change 
not;'' so are we justified in supposing that those whom 
he has once called to be the instruments of his mercy, 
shall be still his agents in accomplishing the work. 
Their delinquency may unfit them for a time for his 
service, and may cause an apparent faultering in his 
plan. " He may visit their transgression with the rod, 
and their iniquity with stripes, but his covenant will he 
not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of his 
lips." (P«. Ixxxix. 32, 34.) And if the judgment which 
the Jewish people imprecated on themselves and brought 
upon themselves has occasioned their rejection, we dare 
not say, there is no analogy from which we can venture 
to infer, that the original covenant which was formed with 
them is cancelled, or that their calling is superseded. 

We are compelled, on the contrary, to remark, that the 
work for which they were destined remains undone. The 
movement of the Gospel has been suspended, wonder- 
fully, mysteriously suspended, since they ceased to be 
employed as the preachers of the Word. An unac- 
countable languor has pervaded the operations of those 
who succeeded them, and the earnest expectation of the 
creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God 
as the signal of its own deliverance. 

While we consider these things, and mark the signs of 
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the times; still more, while we look to the record of 
Scripture, and see the notices that are given on the 
subject there; while, for instance, we hear the apostle 
saying, " If the fall of them be the riches of the world, 
and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles, 
how much more their fulness? If the casting away of 
them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the 
receiving of them be, but life from the dead ? " (Rom. xi. 
12, 15.) While we see this plain unquestionable notice 
of mercies yet in store for Israel ; while we consider their 
wonderful preservation in the midst of their dispersion ; 
while we see the fitness of the national character for 
this which we anticipate as the national employment ; 
and trace the means for a general diffusion of the Gospel 
in the actual dispersion of the people ; and noting these 
things, and remembering these things, we also bear in 
mind that the gifts and calling of God are without 
repentance; I know not how we can refuse the con- 
clusion to which we seem directed, or hesitate at 
admitting this as the interpretation of the text, that in 
Israel shall the work of redemption be completed, as it 
was in Israel that that work was begun. 

Nor need I add, my brethren, that this is the ground 
on which I seek and implore your co-operation. In 
pressing the claims which this Society possesses, I must 
ask you to consider it as a special instrument in God's 
hand for accomplishing his purpose. Convinced that 
the Jews are to be received into favour with God, are to 
be again employed in his service, are to be the means for 
giving to the Gospel a development that it never had 
before ; I look round for the agency by which their 
conversion may be eflFected, and they may be introduced 
to the blessed privilege reserved for them, and I see none 
but that which is included in this Society. 

Whether, indeed, you are to be the honoured instru- 
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meats of forwarding this work, whether God will con- 
descend to make use of your subserviency or not, is 
known to him alone, and it matters comparatively little 
to us. It is sufficient for the servant who waits for his 
master's coming, that he be found watching when his 
master comes. His services may be called for, or they 
may be superfluous, but his object is to testify allegiance, 
to prove affection, and that is done by the mere exhi- 
bition of his readiness. 

The glory of God, not the honour of man, is in the 
same way the end and object of the Christian's labours ; 
and while that glory is promoted by the doing of his 
will, faith is exercised and love is satisfied, let the result 
be what it may. 

In the meantime, however, there are abundant reasons 
for hoping that your work is owned of God, and that, 
as the instruments of future mercy in his hand, you are 
employed in the fulfilment of that gracious purpose 
which, though suspended, is not lost; which, though 
retarded in its execution, is certain in its accomplishment. 

I will not speak in this place of the patronage bestowed 
on your Society, or dwell on circumstances familiar to 
all your minds, for I merely look on these as signs of the 
times, signs which awaken attention^ though they 
cannot be interpreted with confidence; beams which 
bespeak a coming day without absolutely proclaiming its 
character ; and which it is merely necessary to note as 
proving the degree in which the minds of men are 
drawn towards the object of our cares. 

I will not speak, for the same reason, of the apparent 
opening to our missions, of the movement discernible, of 
the actual conversions recorded, of the many conversions 
expected, for these more properly belong to the Report 
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of your proceedings, and may be stated and dwelt upon 
there. It appeared to be my duty, standing as I do 
among you here, to carry your minds to deeper objects, 
to less obvious, but more essential considerations; to 
the foundations of hope rather than to the prospects. If, 
then, I have succeeded in showing what the purpose of God 
has been towards Israel, the work to which they have 
been called, the work in which they have been employed 
through the ages that are past; I can now infer {he 
probability, nay, the more than probability, that the con- 
clusion of the work shall be given to those by whom it 
was originally commenced ; for though man may change 
and vary in his purpose, God cannot; and, amidst the 
endless fluctuations and uncertainty of human plans, 
** the gifts and calling of God are without repentance." 



Macintosh, Printer, Great New Street, London. 
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SERMON. 



1 CORINTHIANS xii. 12-14. 

For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body, being many, are one body ; so also 
is Christ. 

For by one Spirit are toe all baptized into one body, whether we 
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free, and have 
been all made to drink into one Spirit 

For the body is not one member, but many. 



This passage of Holy Writ contains a very important and 
deeply interesting doctrine. It sets forth the state of the 
true Church of God, as distinguished from the visible, 
which is elsewhere described by other figures. There is 
a beautiful fitness in this, as in every other image of 
Scripture, which should not surprise us, inasmuch as the 
Spirit of God, who is the Spirit of wisdom, made the 
selection. There is also a no less beautiful setting forth 
of divine truth herein: the doctrine which it teaches 
being that of the mystical body of Christ. Upon this 
doctrine I propose to raise three questions. 
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I. Of what does this body consist? 

II. Has the Jew heen^ and is he stilly an important 
member of it? 

III. What, under his existing circumstances, are our 
duties towards him? 

And may the Spirit of the liying God manifest his pre- 
sence amongst us, who are assembled in this place ! 
May we glorify the Holy Ghost as God equal with the 
Father and the Son! May He enlighten our under- 
standings, subdue the « opposition of our will to holy 
things, and incline our hearts to submit to the mind and 
will of God ! Thus, may we find it good to be here, be- 
cause the Lord is in this place; because this is none 
other than the house of God, and this the gate of heaven ! 

I. Our first enquiry becomes : — Of what does this body 
consist? 

It consists of many members, as St. Paul here teaches, 
and^ when we consider the real character of the true 
Church of Christ, the correctness of his description is 
made apparent. But there is one grand distinguishing 
feature, which marks them all, namely, that they are 
living members of one living head ; and herein is found 
the fitness of the figure which is employed. For what 
constitutes a living man ? It is that the one spirit, which 
animates the head, animates the lowest member of the 
body. So is it with the body of Christ : the Spirit of 
that Lord, who now sits in heavenly places, dwells in the 
meanest of his earthly members. Other figures in Holy 
Writ set forth the outward and visible Church, of which 
the Vine and its branches is one. In the vine are found 
fruit-bearing and fruitless branches, both which have in 
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common the leaf of profession, whilst those alone, which 
bear fruit, are alive unto God. 

What now are the bonds of union f They are twofold : 
outward and visible : inward and spiritual. I need not 
say, that merely outward bonds are ineffectual. With- 
out inward grace attending them, they are a mere form, 
a shell or carcase, and no life in them ; but, when accom- 
panied by the inward power, there is light, and life, and 
they accomplish the purposes for which they were ap- 
pointed. We ask, what are these outward bonds? They 
are ordinances. We are apt to entertain too low ideas of 
ordinances, and hence we sustain much loss in our souls. 
I here speak of each class of holy and sacramental^ which 
did not originate with man, but with God.* When thus 
we view them, a material change takes place in their 
character, and those, which before appeared of earthly 
origin, are found to be heavenly, and are surrounded by 
a halo of glory, because God is in them. Let us con- 
sider them more closely for a little while, and we shall 
find, I think, the truth of these remarks. 

The holy ordinances, of which we speak, are public 
prayer and preaching. Public prayer is of God's appoint- 
ment. His ancient Church united in sacrificing, thanks- 
giving, and prayer. In the Christian Church, or suc- 
ceeding dispensation of the grace of God, the apostle 
Paul instructs us, not to forsake the assembling of pur- 
selves together as the manner of some is ; and he spake 
as he was moved by the Spirit. We learn also, that it 
has pleased the Lord to have houses devoted to his ser- 
vice, in which he has set his Name, the object of which 
is, that those who frequent his house may unite in wor- 
shipping Him. 

Look now at the divine ordinance of preaching. In 

* I mean not to say, that this classification of them is of divine origin ; 
neither do I undertake to shew the fitness of the term " Sacrament.'* We 
employ it, because it is in common use, and has been applied to one 
class of ordinances in order to distinguish it from another. 
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itself most unlikely to accomplish its object. You see 
nothing but a weak instrument, one like yourself: who 
has Uie treasure in an earthen vessel, that the power may 
be acknowledged to be of God."*^ But the giving utter- 
ance to the word, because it is the Word of Gody is made 
** mighty, through God, to the pulling down of strong 
holds," and in waging successful war *' against princi- 
palities, against powers, against the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places/'t Yea, by this ordinance of preaching, man is 
brought, as it were, out of the very embraces of Satan, 
into the liberty of the sons of God. But who is sufficient 
for these things, and how are they to be accounted for? 
Only by believing that the ordinance is divine, and that 
the soul which comes to it, in the spirit of this faith, shall 
find it mighty and effectual, and shall not be sent empty 
away. 

We turn now to consider a higher class, I mean, what 
are commonly called, Sctcraments. In the Church of 
Christ, under the present dispensation, you will find a 
striking agreement with that which went before. Thus 
in each we discover an ordinance of union, and one of 
communion. 

Circumcision, or the ordinance of union^ was the ap- 
pointed sign and seal of the covenant of grace under 
that dispensation ; and thus, whilst Jehovah perpetuated 
the rite which He had given to Abraham, He manifested 
the rule according to which He has always acted in his 
dealings with man. The rule to which I refer is this, 
that, whenever He has taken a believer into covenant j He 
has always taken his seed with him. But it may be 
asked, How do we ascertain this to be true ? Look at 
his covenant transactions, from the days of Adam to the 
present hour, and you will find what I assert to be 
uniformly the case. See it in the first Adam. He was 

* 2 Cor. xii. 7. f Ept>esians vi. 12. 
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no private person : he had not that privilege ; for when 
he fell, his fall was "as when a standard-bearer fainteth,"* 
and he drew down with him every after generation of 
men. He had not the privilege of falling alone. Thus 
the curse came on all the seed, even on infants, " that 
had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's trans- 
gression ;"t and, whenever the tolling bell speaks of a 
soul's departure from the body, you hear a testimony to 
this truth, that when Adam sinned all his seed fell with 
him, having been taken into the same covenant ^ for '* the 
wages of sin is death." You will 6nd the same principle 
hold good, whether you look at Noah, Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, or David. On every occasion, when God com- 
municated with them in a way of covenant. He uni- 
formly included their seed. A further proof of this is 
found in his dealings with the Church in the wilderness. 
When Moses recapitulated the blessings bestowed upon 
the people, Deut. xxix. 10 — 15, having shewn them that 
these blessings belonged to their little ones, their wives, 
and their stranger that was in the camp, ver. 11, he 
adds, ver. 14, " Neither with you only do I make this 
covenant and this oath ; but vnth him that standeth 
here with us this day before the Lord our God, and also 
with him that is not here with us this day:'* in other 
words, with the children that were yet unborn. Obseiwe 
now the casting off of that people, and you shall find a 
confirmation of the principle. How did God deal with 
Israel and with Judah at that time? Did he cast off 
that one generation only when he visited the national 
sin? No ; he rejected their seed with them; and, as in 
the one case they were to enjoy the benefit of his 
covenant with their fathers, and were beloved for the 
father's sake, so in the other, the punishment which was 
inflicted for the parent's sin fell upon their children. 
Look now to a higher illustration ; and behold the 

* Isa. X. 18. t Rom. v. 14. 
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second Adam, the Lord from heaven. It was the glory 
of his covenant that He should have a seed, and that 
that seed should bear his image. When God the Father 
covenanted with the Son, to which reference is made, 
amongst other parts of Scripture, in Tit. i. 2, his people 
were the objects of those divine transactions. Hence we 
read in Proverbs viii., "rejoicing in the habitable part 
of his earth, and my delights were with the sons of 
men." How so ? He saw by anticipation his seed : 
that innumerable multitude given unto Him, when God 
the Father took Christ, as his prime elect, into the 
terms of the everlasting covenant. And all the promises 
made for them, were first made to himself, and "in 
Him are yea, and in Him amen, to the glory of God 
by us." 2 Cor. i. 20.* 

Hence the Church of England rightly gives baptism, 
as the ordinance of union, to infants, for God himself 
appointed that ordinance to be ministered in the Jewish 
Church to the child on the eighth day; and, until He 
retract what himself enjoined, it is the duty of the 
Church to obey. Hence, if my child be found in 
covenant with God, by virtue of my standing^ how can I 
refuse to give to it the sign and seal of that covenant, 
which is the lesser privilege of the two, without fall- 



* As the Holy Ghost employs the specltic words of Holy Scripture 
to cohvey specific ideas, I have been led to conclude that there is more 
intended by the *' Amen in Christ,** than is designed by the preceding 
expression of " Yea in Christ.** The difference between the two, I con- 
ceive, to be the following. St. Paul is shewing the certainty of the divine 
promises, that they ** are not yea and nay, but yea," and in Christy 
to whom they are primarily made. But he adds, that they are " Amen in 
Him.'' What does this mean? It appears to refer to his covenant 
transactions. The Father made, or offered, promises to the Son for his 
elect body. It wbs in the power of the Son to accept or reject the offers, 
because He was an infinitely free agent in those transactions. But He 
accepted them of his Father, thus virtually saying " Amen" to them, or, 
so let them be; and thus they become doubly sure to all the seed. 
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ing into the sin of changing the ordinances? Isaiah 
xxiv. 6.* 

I speak not here concerning the communication of 
regenerating grace in that ordinance, for I belicTe it to 
be one of "the secret things" which "belong to God," 
and therefore becomes one of those questions which 
rather, gender strife than tend to edification. Hence 
men may contend about it to the end of time without 
ever arriving at a satisfactory conclusion. 

Let us now turn to that other sacramental ordinance, 
I mean, the Supper of the Lord. Union is the step to 
communion, for, a man must be brought into union with 
God, before he can enjoy communion. Thus, according 
to the order of Scripture, God ^ves the person of his 
Son before He gives the benefits arising from Him. 
Again, God gives the person of the Holy Ghost, before 
He gives the graces of the Holy Ghost. Hence, there 
must be a union with each person, before there can be 
any communion in the grace derived from the one, or 
the other. 

With regard to communion in the celebration of the 
Lord's Supper, its object is to promote our advance in 
grace on the way to glory. In the ancient Church 
there was the Paschal Lamb as the ordinance of com- 
munion, shewing how believers then fed by faith on 
the flesh of the Lamb of God. The invitation belongs 

* Tlie question which is proposed by Antipaedobaptists is. When did 
Christ COMMAND infants to be baptized? The more correct question, 
under the circumstances of the case, would be, When did Christ forbid 
infants to be baptized ? For having himself commanded the ordinance of 
union to be given to infants under one Church dispensation, had He 
designed to deprive infants of such a privilege under the succeeding. He 
would have said so; more particularly as it would have been an exception 
to his uniform mode of procedure, which is as He advances to grant more 
grace. Common sense, therefore, concludes that, as the privilege was 
not forbidden, that privilege is still continued, and cannot be denied to 
infants without sin. 
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to each, " Eat, O friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly, 
O beloved." Such is the character of this ordinance 
under both dispensations, answerable to the way in 
which friendship is maintained between man and man. 
How is it that we hold communion with each other? 
We meet, as friends, to eat and drink together. 

But the outtoard bonds concern the senses only ; if we 
proceed no further these are poor bonds; when, how- 
ever, the inward power of the Spirit is sought and 
found in them, they are made effectual unto salvation. 
Observe the wisdom and the grace of God in this. We 
are composed of two distinct parts, material and spi- 
ritual ; and God has fitted his ordinances to each. He 
has given us hands to handle, and eyes to follow the 
objects of sight, and into this poor body He has breathed 
the breath of lives, by which man becomes a living soul, 
and, by the renewed spirit of the mind, is enabled to 
hold communion with God, who is a Spirit, through the 
medium of these same ordinances. 

This body of Christ so united is commonly called 
Christ mystical, sometimes the Bride, the Lamb's wife, 
and will be completed . at the coming of the Lord. 
Rev. xix. 7 — 9. All who live in the flesh after that 
period (Isa. Ixv. 20 — ^23) will have nought to do with the 
bride, but will be those over whom the saints will reign 
(Dan. vii. 27) in the millennial state of glory, when "the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea."* Do we ask, whence shall this 
body have been gathered out? From the three pre- 
ceding dispensations : the patriarchal will have furnished 
its portion, the Mosaic and Christian will have supplied 
their's; and these will compose the lively stones, wherewith 
" the man, whose name is the Branch,"f will then build 
the temple of the Lord. 

* Isa. xi. 9. t Zech. vi. 12. 
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II. Our second enquiry becomes, whether the Jew has 
been, and still is^ an important member of this body ? 

It is easy, I think, to establish the fact with reference 
to bygone ages ; and it may be proved to have been the 
case, by considering the pre-eminence which Ood has 
given him in his church dealings. 

1 . He composed the first visible Church after the floods 
collected by divine command. 

This had been shadowed out in Noah's prophecy, 
Gen. ix. 26 — 27. In the compass of these few lines we 
find the sum of what was afterwards revealed to the 
prophets, and unfolded in the history of the Church. 
Noah's prophecy was, as it were, the bud of all other 
prophecies, which have been, in this respect, but the 
opening of its several leaves. What does this reveal 
concerning the descendants of Abraham according to the 
flesh? "Blessed be the Lord God of Shem, and 
Canaan shall be his servant;" and, the peculiar cha- 
racter of that blessing is intimated, in the form of the 
expression which is adopted. The blessing -was to arise 
from his connexion with Jehovah, and was to be a 
church blessing. Accordingly we find, that, when the 
fulness of the time was come, God called Abraham from 
a land of idolaters, (Josh. xxiv. 15,) being himself an 
idolater, and having nothing in himself more than others 
to recommend him in the sight of the Lord. "O the depth 
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God, 
how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past 
finding out!" When we meditate upon them, we are 
constrained to lay our band upon our mouth, and confess 
that He .doeth what He willeth with the armies of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth. 

Here we find Israel's pre-eminence; and about 400 
years after the call of Abraham to be the father of all 
them that believe, that nation formed the first esta- 
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blished Church of God in the earth, and occupied that 
position for about 1500 years. 

2. ITie Oospel was first preached to the Jew in Abra- 
ham. 

To this a reference is clearly made in Gral. iii. 8. ^'The 
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen 
through fiuth, preached before the Gospel unto Abra- 
ham, saying. In thee shall all nations be blessed. So 
then they, which be of faith, are blessed with faithful 
Abraham." To him first the Gospel was thus preached, 
and it was the same glad tidings of salyation, of justifi- 
cation by fitith in the promised seed, which was afterwards 
more fully declared. 

3. TTie Oospel was first ministered to him in the Mosaic 
dispensation. 

If we suppose, that God's Church amongst the Jews 
in the wilderness, and afterwards in Canaan, was any 
thing but an administration of the Gospel, we do greatly 
err. The Gospel was proclaimed in the very first words 
of the law, "I am the Lord thy God."* Is the 
Lord any man's God out of Christ ? No ; for out of 
Christ He ^* is a consuming fire." Thus the Gospel is 
heard in the first words of the law which God gave to 
Israel, and no man can say that the Lord is his God 
but in and by Jesus Christ.t We could bring forward 
other proofs, such as the appointed mediator, the sacri- 
fices, &c., but let this suffice. 

4. In that dispensation the Jew first and alone partooh 
of Christ's salvation in type. 

Too many Christians neglect types, supposing that we 
have little to do with them. What! is there no sin in 
neglecting what God has placed in our hands? If he 
have given us a book of instruction containing so many 
pages, and we are satisfied that the superscription is 

* Ex. XX. 2. t Heb. iv. 2. 
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divine, are we right in closing any of those pages, and 
in saying, we do not need them? Little do we know 
ourselves, if we think we do not need all that God has 
revealed. The types are special sources of spiritual instruc- 
tion ; and we shall have to account for the use we make, or 
for our abuse or neglect of them. I will establish this 
doctrine by appealing to what the Lord has spoken con- 
cerning them. In recounting his mercies to Israel, and 
their spiritual opportunities, he uses the words which 
follow : ^^ I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have 
multiplied visions, ajid vsed similitudes by the ministry of 
the prophets."* Why did He say this ? To remind them 
of their responsibility for their neglect, and consequent 
ignorance of the instruction He had offered them by using 
similitudes. If God so teach his Church, then the ty- 
pical part of Israel's history is highly valuable, because 
it contains the most important doctrines of our salvation. 
Let us consider a few of them. 

Look first at the ordinance of the Paschal Lamb^ and 
you shall find therein a lively setting forth of Christ cru- 
cified. 

When was this rite instituted ? When the avenging 
angel was about to pass through the land of Egypt, to 
smite the first born, ^^ from the first born of Pharaoh 
that sat upon his throne to the first bom of the maid- 
servant that was behind the mill, and all the first born 
of beasts." t " It is a night to be much observed to the 
Lord ;" for, while He thus visited Egypt with judgments. 
He remembered his own people in mercy. But what was 
the mark of mercy : what the shield under which they 
felt themselves safe? It was the blood of the Lamb 
sprinkled on their door-posts. And what the significa- 
tion of this sign, and the lesson God would hereby teach 
his people Israel? He would lead their thoughts to a 
better Lamb than the one which then was slain, even 

• Hos. xii. 10. t Exod. xi. 5. 
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" the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the 
world;" and to a better blood, even the blood of sprinkling, 
which cleanseth the heart from an evil conscience ; yea, 
^'cleanseth from all sin." 

I ask, was not a fundamental truth of the Gospel to 
be found here : was not the grand principle of vicarious 
suffering herein set forth, even of Christ bearing the sin 
of his people, though He knew no sin ? Here also was 
to be seen, in this deeply interesting picture, the sinner 
standing in the righteousness of Christ, claiming to be 
raised from his low condition to the heritage of the chil- 
dren of God, to sit down with angels and archangels in 
the company of the blessed. Our enquiry now becomes. 
Who first received these glorious truths : before whose eyes 
were the j first set forth ; and in whose ears were they 
first sounded ? To Israel they were first announced^ and 
before his eyes primarily exhibited. Here then was a pri- 
vilege, which Israel possessed single and alone, while 
God overlooked nations greater and mightier than he. 
The Lord conferred this mercy on a little one, and passed 
by thousands ! 

If the Paschal ordinance thus clearly set forth divine 
truth, I find, in the deliverance from Egypt by the Lord's 
outstretched arm^ another lesson. 

Egypt has been justly considered a type of the world ; 
and Israel in the wilderness, having been brought out of 
Egypt, a figure of the Church in her present militant 
condition; and the land, which God had promised to 
Abraham and his seed, a type of the rest which remaineth 
for the people of God. Let us now observe how the 
Lord brought his people out of Egypt, from that house 
of iron bondage, and at the same time remember that 
this nation was in the midst of another nation, through 
which by their own strength they could not pass. How 
were their bonds burst asunder, and the captives set free? 
The Lord made bare his holy arm, " riding upon the 
heaven in his help," He carried him through the wil- 
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derness by his power, and placed him in the promised 
land. 

In what light does the Lord regard us, when He finds us 
"tied and bound with the chain of our sins?" He regards 
us, as He did Israel in Egypt, fast bound in the manacles of 
this world : " bound hand and foot with its grave-cloths." 
Can a human arm deliver us ? Can man's might set us 
free? No. The Arm of Jehovah (one of the glorious 
titles of Christ, Isa.Jiii. 1.) must be stretched out to work 
this deliverance ; and when the Lord says, " Loose him 
and let him go," the triple cord of the world, the flesh, 
and the devil is broken, as the seven green withs of the 
Nazarite ; ( Judges xvi. 7.) and man, till then a slave, is made 
"free indeed." To whom, again, was this truth^rs^ taught? 
To Israel after the flesh; and every spiritual Israelite, 
who, being taught of the Spirit, looked back on those 
gracious dealings of the Lord, might read therein a lesson 
applicable to himself, and applicable to every member of 
Christ mystical in after ages. 

Turn we now to the serpent in the wilderness^ and we 
find a remarkable instance of God teaching great doctrinal 
truths by another figurative transaction. The people had 
sinned against the Lord, and provoked Him to execute 
judgment upon them. The wilderness, through which 
they were passing, was full of noxious beasts, (Deut. 
viii. 16.) but the Lord had hitherto restrained them, and 
kept them back from hurting the congregation. Now He 
withdrew that restraint, and employed "the fiery ser- 
pent" to afflict them. When, under these circumstances, 
they cried unto Him in their trouble, He provided a way 
of deliverance out of their distress. At the same time 
He tried their faith, by commanding Moses to make a 
serpent of brass, like those from whose bite the people 
were dying, and to lift it up in the midst of the congre- 
gation, that whosoever looked upon it might live. Yet, 
what was more unlikely, than that life should be convey- 

c 
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ed by such means ? What gave it its efficacy ? It was 
the Lord's appointment : his power was connected with 
it ; and the faith of those, who looked npon it, found 
therein such virtue, that the man who was &11ing into 
dissolution, if he fixed his sinking eyes upon it, sprang 
from the arms of death ^' like a giant refreshed with 
wine.** The Lord himself informs us, what was the great 
truth which He designed to teach, when He says, John 
iii. 14, 15, '^ As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil- 
derness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 
whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but have 
eternal life." But why was a serpent selected, in prefe- 
rence to any other creature, to set forth the doctrine of 
Christ dying for a sinful world ? Look to the record of 
the divine judgment upon Satan in paradise, and there 
you will find the reason. *' And the Lord God said unto 
the serpent, because thou hast done this, thou art cursed 
above all cattle^ and above every beast of the field''* 
" Every beast of the field" and " all cattle" were cursed 
for the sin of man, but the serpent received a doable 
curse, and therefore was selected to be liie type of Him, 
who " was lifted up to draw all unto Him ;" of Him 
upon whom God laid the iniquity of us all ; who ^^ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a cwrse 
for us."f Oh! the wisdom of God in all this, and the 
condescension of the Holy Spirit to become man's teacher 
by these means ! But to whom was this lesson read ? To 
the Gentiles? No, to the Jews; and, it was read to 
them 1500 years, before it was read to Gentiles. Here 
again we find their privilege. Other instances of a 
like kind occur in the history of this people, such as the 
striking the rock in Horeb,:{: and the command to speak 

* Gen. iii. 14. t Gal. iii. 13. 

X The particulars of this transaction were brought before the congr^- 
tion; but these having appeared in print in the Annual Sermon, p. 13, 
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to it 39 years after in Kadesh : the manna in the desert, 
as their daily bread, and the division of the land of their 
inheritance by Joshua: in all which cases divine truth, 
which accompanies salvation, was conveyed. I pass from 
these, however, to bring forward one, which claims a 
just pre-eminence, I mean that of 

A manifested God dealing with them. Of all the marks 
of divine favour, which were bestowed upon that people, 
from the time when the Lord heard their groaning and 
had respect unto them, until He brought them into their 
purchased possession, which naturally ranks the highest? 
Neither the death of the first bom, nor the three days' 
darkness, nor the dividing the Red Sea in two parts, on 
their behalf. Neither one, nor all of the mighty works, 
which were wrought for their deliverance, are to be com- 
pared with the honour put upon them, by the manifested 
presence of Jehovah in the fiery^cloudt/ pillar. For this 
cause a brighter glory marked their path, than for any 
other which can be named. Consider the conduct of the 
man Moses, after the Lord had threatened that He would 
not go up with the people, in consequence of their sin in 
the matter of the golden calf; but in his stead would 
send a created angel to take them into their inheritance, 
and you find this opinion confirmed. What an honour, 
should we deem it, if an angel of light were to be our 
visible guide in our journeyings through this world ! But 
was Moses satisfied with this ? No. Jehovah had been 
personally the leader of his people Israel, and Moses 
could be satisfied with no other. In this he manifested a 
feeling which became the occasion, and therefore pleaded 
earnestly with God to retract his threatening, neither 
would he let Him go until He had withdrawn it. 

We look onward in the history of that highly favoured 

which it was my privilege to preach before the Society in the year 1838, I 
do not here repeat them. 
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people, in order to notice one more peculiar distinction, 
which was bestowed upon them : I mean, that the 
Gospel was literally preached to them by Christ, as their 
Apostle, 

This great mark of favour and condescension is re- 
corded by St. Paul. " God, who at sundry times, and in 
divers manners, spake in time past unto the fathers by 
the prophets, hath in these last dayd spoken unto us by 
his Son,*'^ On the former occasions, here described, 
Jehovah treated Israel as the kings of the earth 
their people, and sent servants to them, filled with his 
Spirit, to convey his messages, and to reveal his will- 
But, when the fulness of the time waa come, God came 
forth from his holy habitation, the herald of his own 
mercy to man ; and He, who dwelleth in the thick dark- 
ness, as touching our power to find Him out; and in 
light "which no man can approach unto," and before 
which the Seraphim veil their face, even He came 
forth, as very God of very God, to preach that Gospel 
which had before been taught by the glorious company 
of the prophets. But to whom did He come? He came 
to the Jews, He came, moreover, a^ a Jew amongst 
them, for " He came unto his own," not having taken on 
Him the nature of angels, but the seed of Abraham. If 
we are Christians, still Christ was their Apostle, not ours, 
for He never ministered personally to us. In all these 
instances, God gave them a pre-eminence, which He 
bestowed upon no other people, and which it is not in 
the power of man to withdraw. 

But what was the object of all this gracious dealing? 
To bring in members to the body of Christ, and this from 
amongst the Jews, From which we must conclude that the 
Jew has formed an important member of Christ mystical. 
We also learn that he has performed important offices of 

* Heb. i. 1, 2. 
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membership in that body. In that he has been eyes to 
see, and ears to hear, and bands to handle, and feet to 
walk, yea, and tongue to speak. Whose eyes saw the 
prophets? Whose ears heard their messages? Wh6se 
hands handled them? Whose feet conveyed their di- 
vine instruction? Whose tongues proclaimed it? The 
Jew's. 

Again, Whose eyes saw the Lord of glory ? Whose 
ears heard Him speaking as never man spoke ? Whose 
hands handled the Word of Life ? Whose feet carried 
his Gospel "into all the earth?" Whose tongues 
preached it " unto the ends of the world?" The Jew's. 

Surely he has performed important offices of member- 
ship! 

What is his condition now ? 

JVationally an outcast, and we know it, and ought to 
feel sympathy with him in his fallen state. What is he 
individually? "The lost sheep of the house of Israel," 
and therefore the legitimate object of gospel minis- 
trations. Still the hoar of ages rests upon his head, and 
a venerable glory surrounds his history, which we shall 
vainly seek in other nations ; and a holy interest attends 
his character, by which the spiritual eye is rivetted upon 
him. His past and present condition, with his future 
expectations, explain it. The blessing of God abode upon 
his fathers, but the curse is heavy upon him. Yet that 
dark cloud is even now beginning to roll back, and the 
bright beams of the Sun of righteousness, which still 
shine in unchanging splendour behind that cloud, shall 
soon play upon his forehead, and he shall yet become the 
first of the nations, the praise and glory of the whole 
earth. 

But does God reject all Jews at this hour^ and refuse 
to make them now partakers of his salvation? No, 
blessed be his Name, many not only know Jesus of 
Nazareth as their own Redeemer, but are the instruments 
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of proclaiming this knowledge to others.^ And who have 
been the means of bringing most of them into this eon*- 
dition? The Society on whose behalf I make this appeal. 
She has been engaged in this duty of the Church, when, 
save herself, no man cared for their souls. 

But there is another fact to be remembered, in connec- 
tion with this subject. TFe, without them^ shall not be 
made perfecU If there be a remnant, according to the 
election of grace, to be gathered in, before the body of 
Christ can be complete, then every such individual mem- 
ber of that remnant must be important in the eyes of 
God and man ; becatise without him Christ mystical can- 
not be perfected^ and all such have been objects of the 
love of God from everlasting, and will be to everlasting. 
Surely, then, our position is established, and the Jew is 
allowed to be still an important member of the body of 
Christ. 

III. What^ therefore, under existing circumstances^ is 
our duty towards him ? 

To unite with this Society, for it is God's appointed 
instrument, which He has placed in our hands, of doing 
good to Israel. True it is, that the Church of Christ has 

* See the Reports of the London Society, for the number of converted 
Israelites who are occupied in the work of the Lord, in this and in other 
lands. Here I cannot refrain from adding a passage from a letter, 
written from Jerusalem by the Rev. J. Nicolayson, in November last, in 
confirmation of the foregoing remark. 

'<It is deeply interesting to observe that the nucleus of a Hebrew 
church in this city is now complete in all its offices, as well as functions. 
There is now here a bishop, a priest, (Mr. Ewald,) and a deacon also, all 
' Hebrews of the Hebrews :' a fact in the history of Jerusalem which has 
not been realized since its final destruction by Adrian in the second 
century ; and which thus completes also the chain of restored connexion 
between the first Hebrew church here, and its present distant, yet genuine, 
off-shoot." 
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neglected her office in neglecting the Jew, for it is her 
manifest duty to do unto his offspring what their fathers 
did uiito our fathers. They came from the ends of the 
earth to make known unto our fathers the salvation of 
God. And how can we requite them, but by preaching 
the Gospel unto their children? , God works by means, 
and his providence opens the door of usefulness, where- 
soever it is open. May He, who ruleth all hearts, as it is 
good in his sight, turn the hearts of all who hear, as the 
heart of one man, to this object ! May each of us feel a 
growing interest in the salvation of Abraham's seed! 
May we deem it our privilege to be occupied in that 
work, anticipating the day when Jew and Gentile shall 
unite in one song of praise to Him who hath loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in his own blood ! Grant 
this, heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen, 
and Amen. 



i. Dennett, Printer, 12J, Fleet Street. 
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O Merciful God, who hast made all men, and hatest 
nothing that thou hast made, nor wouldest the death of a 
sinner, but rather that he should be converted and live; 
Have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Hereticks, 
and take from them all ignorance, hardness of heart, and 
contempt of thy Word; and so fetch them home, blessed 
Lord, to thy flock, that they may be saved among the 
renmant of the true Israelites, and be made one fold under 
one Shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 
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A SERMON. 



ROMANS XL 1. 

I SAY THENy HATH GOD CAST AWAY HIS PEOPLE ? GOD 
FORBID. 

So speaks the great Apostle, who bemg 
himself of the stock of Israel^ of the tribe of 
Benjamin^ an Hebrew of the Hebrews^ as touching 
the lawy a Pharisee^^ was chosen to be the 
preacher of glad tidings of salvation to the 
Gentiles, and the strenuous opponent of Judaism, 
and to exhibit a striking illustration of the truth, 
that in Christ there is no distinction of Greek 
or Jew, circumcision or uncircumcision, Bar' 
barian, Scythian, bond or free.^ But the joy, 
which was excited in him by the compre- 
hensiveness of that Gospel which he was 
' Phil. iii. 5. " CoLiii. 11. 
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commissioned to preach to all, but specially to 
those whom he had formerly despised as aliens 
and outcasts, did not extinguish, nor even 
weaken in his breast, a tender and affectionate 
regard for his own countrymen ; on the contrary, 
the grief, which pierced his soul when viewing 
the sad consequences of their rejection of the 
Gospel, seems to have added warmth and 
intensity to his fraternal love; for he declares 
himself ready to secure their salvation by the 
sacrifice, if it had been possible, and lawful, 
of his own interest in the blessings of redemp- 
tion ; I could wish myself separated from Christy 
for my brethren^ my kinsmsn^ according to the 
flesh} Accordingly, the supposition of their 
entire and final rejection by the God of their 
fathers, was too dreadful for him to contemplate 
with patience : Hath God cast away his people ? 
God forbid ! For I also am an Israelite^ of 
the seed of Abraham^ of the tribe of Benjamin. 
God hath not cast away his people, which he 
foreknew. 

Yet St. Paul was well aware of the approaching 
manifestation of God's wrath upon his perverse 
and disobedient people. He foresaw the deso- 
lation of Jerusalem, the* destruction of its 
^ Rom. ix. 3. 
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temple, the ceasing of sacrifice, the dispersion 
of the nation, the seeming abrogation of that 
covenant which yet had been declared again 
and again to be an everlasting covenant between 
Jehovah and his people Israel. But St. Paul 
knew that all the promises of God are sure. His 
providence may mysteriously interrupt the course 
of events which seems to be leading to their 
fulfilment, but it is only to render that fulfilment 
more conspicuous and complete. Men may mis- 
imderstand or forget them; their development, 
in consistency with the ordinary tenour of God's 
providential government, may be slow, and almost 
imperceptible. The most important, to our 
judgment, of all his dispensations, the establish- 
ment of Christ's kingdom upon earth, is declared 
by its divine Foimder to be as the seed which a 
man casteth into the ground, and which springeth 
and groweth up he knoweth not how.* It is 
buried for a time in the earth; corrupts, and 
seems to die : but then bursts its sepulchre, no 
man discerning the moment, and grows by 
undiscoverable increments to the ripeness of the 
harvest. It is not given to man in all cases to 
trace out the distinct stages of the divine dispen- 
sations; to count all the links of that golden 

* Mark iv. 26, 27. 
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chain, whicli, coming down from the throne of 
Grod, binds together and sets in motion the 
things on earth, and draws them irresistibly to 
their appointed end. 

Looking only to the history of the past, and to 
the recorded sentences of God's anger against 
obstinate disobedience, St. Paul might well 
have feared that the people, who had rejected the 
counsel of God,^ and denied the Holy One and the 
Just^ and killed the Prince of life^^ had incurred 
the penalty of entire and final reprobation. But 
the great Apostle had studied the promises as 
well as the threats of the sacred oracles; was 
conversant with the prophets as with the law: 
and even if the counsels of God, and the destinies 
of his Church, had not been revealed to him by 
the Holy Spirit, he would have known, from the 
recorded predictions of his messengers, that God 
would finally and completely fulfil the covenant 
which he had made with his people Israel, how 
signally soever he might visit upon them their 
violation of it, by withdrawing from them, for a 
season of unforetold duration, the light of his 
countenance : God hath not cast away his people^ 
which he foreknew; those whom he had predes- 
tinated to final salvation. The interruption of 

* Luke vii. 30. ' Acts iii. 14. 
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that covenant St. Paul acknowledges with tears 
and bitter lamentations : its disruption he speaks 
of as impossible: God forbid! Let it not be! 
Again, in the fifteenth verse of this chapter, he 
q)eaks of the rejection of the Jews as temporary; 
if the casting away of them he the reconciling of 
the worlds what shall the receiving of them he^ 
hut life from the dead? 

It has been too customary with Christians to 
look upon the Jews as a people, who, having 
performed the part allotted to them in God's 
moral government of the world, have been laid 
aside, as an instnmient which has done its work, 
and will be no more required by the artificer. 
The story of their fortunes has been regarded as 
belonging altogether to the annals of the past. 
Their continued existence, indeed, has been 
pointed out, as a verification of the Word of 
God : but their future bearing upon the Church 
of Christ, and upon the spiritual state of man-* 
kind, was too long overlooked. Of later years 
it has been more clearly seen, that the thread 
of their destiny is interwoven with the history 
of the world, from the moment when it first 
fell under captivity to sin, to the time when it 
shall be finally delivered from its thraldom; 
that there are prophecies stiU unfulfilled, the 
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accomplishment of which is certain, foreshowing 
that the Jews have still an important part to 
act in the development of the Christian dis- 
pensation; and that they are to be principal 
agents in its closing, as they were in its opening 
scenes. Bear this in mind, and with what in- 
terest will that ancient and long-despised people 
be regarded. How little shall we be inclined 
to boast ourselves against the branches,^ which 
were once broken off that we might be graffed 
in; but which in their appointed time, shall 
be graffed in again, and perhaps be more lovely 
and more fruitful branches than those which 
St. P,aul describes as having been graffed^ 
contrary to nature^ into the good olive tree^ not 
their own.^ 

Looking to the memorable enumeration of 
blessings upon the children of Israel, while 
obedient, and of curses upon their disobedience, 
contained in the 28th and two following chap- 
ters of the Book of Deuteronomy, it is obvious, 
that while the curses have been fulfilled to 
the very letter, in the fortunes of that won- 
derful people, the blessings can hardly be said 
to have received their ftdl accomplishment 
At no time, after their captivity in Babylon, 

* Rom, xi. 1& ' Rom. xi. 24. 
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did the state of the Jews altogether correspond 
to that which had been promised to them, as 
the result of their calling to mind the blessing 
and the curse, among the nations whither the 
Lord their God had driven them, and returning 
unto Him, and obeying his voice; Then the 
Lord thy God will turn thy captivity^ and have 
compassion upon thee, and will return, and gather 
thee from all the nations, whither the Lord thy 
God hath scattered thee. If any of thine be 
driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from 
thence will the Lord thy God gather thee, and 
from thence will he fetch thee ; and the Lord thy 
God will bring thee into the land which thy 
fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess it; and 
he will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy 
fathers. And the Lord thy God will circumcise 
thy heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, that thou mayest live. And the Lord 
thy God will make thee plenteous in every work 
of thy hand, in the fruit of thy body, and in the 
fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, 
for good: for the Lord will again rejoice over 
thee for good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers.^ 
As there is here no limitation of a certain 

* Deut. XXX. 3. 



Digitized 



by Google 



10 

time, after which repentance and taming to 
Qod would be of no avail, we might conclude, 
that it is still open to the Jews, as a nation, 
to look for the fulfilment of these promises 
upon the conditions prescribed, and to re-enter, 
penitent and obedient, into possession of the 
land of their fore&thers. And that, which is 
here spoken of as a possible contingency, is 
distinctly foretold by later prophets, as an event 
which will assuredly come to pass. The eighth 
and the three last chapters of Zechariah cannot, 
we think, without doing violence to all the 
laws of interpretation, be so explained, as not 
to imply a future restoration of the Jews to 
their ancient and covenanted inheritance, and 
the re-establishment of their national polity. 
This is, of necessity, connected with a re- 
instatement of the holy city of Jerusalem in 
splendour and strength. Jerusalem^ says the 
prophet, shall be safely inhabited. It shall be 
lifted up, and inhabited in her place ; and men 
shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more 
utter destruction} 

It is scarcely possible to imderstand these 
words in a purely spiritual sense, of the 
heavenly Jerusalem ; and if there were no 

* Zech. xiv. 11, 10. 
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other ground of objection to such an inter- 
pretation, it would be precluded by the 
prophetical declaration of our blessed Lord, 
They shall fall by the edge of the sword^ and 
shall he led away captive into all nations: and 
Jerusalem shall he trodden down of the Oentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled;^ 
from which words it is a necessary inference, 
that when the times of the GentQes shall be 
ftdfilled, Jerusalem shall cease to be trodden 
down, and shall be restored to her ancient 
state. As the city of Jerusalem was trodden 
down, so the city of Jerusalem shall be built 
up. 

But the restoration of Jerusalem to its 
imperial state implies that of the people of 
Israel to their covenanted possession of the land 
of Canaan; and this, by the concurrent testi- 
mony of prophet and apostle, is connected with 
their acknowledgment, as a nation, of Jesus 
Christ, as their promised Messiah, and with their 
acceptance of the free grace of God in the Gospel. 
I will pour out, saith the Lord, upon the house 
of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the spirit of grace and of supplications : and they 
shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and 

^ Luke xxi. 24. 
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they shall mourn for Am, as one moumeth for 
his only son^ and shall be in bitterness for him^ 
as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn} 
Such are the words of ancient prophecy; and 
what says the Christian apostle] Blindness 
in part is happened unto Israel^ until the fulness 
of the Gentiles be come in; and so all Israel 
shall be saved} 

Whether the conversion of the great body 
of the Jewish people to Christianity shall 
precede, or follow their restoration to the 
inheritance of Abraham and his seed, is not, 
I think, distinctly foretold in Holy Scrip- 
ture. Something may be said for either 
supposition. 

Nor is it by any means clear, whether our 
Saviour's words, until the times of the Gentiles 
shall be fulfilled^ are equivalent to St. Paul's 
expression, until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in, and are to be understood of the period, 
at which the times of the four great kingdoms 
of the Gentiles, according to the prophet Daniel, 
shall have expired, and a fifth kingdom shall 
be set up in their place ; or whether, as I am 
inclined to believe, they mean simply the period 
of time, during which the Gentiles shall be per* 

* Zech. xii. 10. ' Rom. xi. 25. 
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mitted by the providence of God to have domi- 
nion over his ancient people, and to hold Jerusa^ 
lem in bondage. 

Two things appear to be plainly revealed in 
Scripture; that the Jews towards the close of 
the Christian dispensation, axe to be brought as 
a people, into the Church of Christ; and that 
they are to be re-instated in the possession of 
their ancient patrimony. It will then appear to 
men and angels, that God's covenant with 
Abraham and his seed was an everlasting 
covenant, fulfilled to the letter; and that the 
gifts and calling of God are without repentance} 
These two points, we repeat, are plainly made 
known to us by the Holy Spirit. As for the 
rest, the circumstantial details of those great 
events are left in that partial obscurity and 
indistinctness which shroud from our view the 
particular features of many solemn scenes in the 
future history of God's Church, while their great 
outlines stand clearly out in the light of prophecy. 
Enough is revealed to keep alive our watchful- 
ness, but not enough to gratify our curiosity. 
Almighty God condescends to work by human 
agency in the Mfilment of his great purposes of 
mercy to mankind; and we know not in what 
^ Romans xi. 29. 
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degree their final consummation may be hastened 
by our zeal and diligence, or retarded by our 
coldness and neglect As we are bound to labour 
continually for the advancement of his glory, 
in the accomplishment of his known designs, 
the precise mode, in which they are to be finally 
completed, is perhaps left in obscurity and 
doubt, in order that we may not be tempted to 
relax in our efforts to promote it. 

It may be, that a general conversion of the 
Jewish nation will be suddenly effected by some 
miraculous display of divine power; but we 
cannot tell what preliminary steps may be 
required, on the part of Christ's servants, nor in 
what degree their charitable efforts may prepare 
these their elder brethren for a return into the 
bosom of their common Father. We know, in 
general, that the duty of converting unbelievers 
is a sacred duty of charity; we know that many 
Israelites hofoe been converted by the labours of 
Christian teachers, without any exertion of 
supernatural power, save those secret influences 
of the Holy Spirit, which co-operate with all who 
are engaged in the faithful performance of his 
own work ; and even if all Israel may not hope 
to obtain that, which as yet the election only hath 
obtained^ without the intervention of some 
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mighty deliverer, who shall came out of Zion, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob,^ it 
may well be supposed, that God will require, at 
the hand of those who have obtained mercy 
through their unbelief^ that they manifest their 
sense of that mercy by a compassionate regard 
for those, who were partly its heralds to the 
Gentiles, and partly the causes of their early 
reception into the covenant of grace ; even so have 
these also now not believed^ thca through your 
mercy they also may obtain mercy? Although we 
may perhaps be warranted in expecting that a 
very general, if not universal conversion of the 
Jewish people will finally be effected by a 
miraculous display of the Saviour's power, I do 
not understand why we should despair of suc- 
ceeding in that work of love to a considerable 
extent, if we attempt it by the right methods, 
and with faith in the promises of God, 

There is nothing in the religion of the Jews, 
or at least in that which they profess, to dis- 
qualify them altogether for embracing the 
Gospel, difficult as it may be for them to see 
the truth, through that barrier of false opinion 
and unkindly feelmg, which has grown up 
around them during the lapse of ages, partly by 
' Rom. xi. 26. ' Rom. xi. SO. ' Rom. xi. 31. 
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reason of their own isolation from the great 
family of mankind, partly through the intolerance 
and persecuting spirit of erring Christians, which 
for so long a period sought rather to convict 
them as malefactors, than to reclaim them as lost 
sheep, strayed from the fold of God. A great 
proportion of the early converts to Christianity 
were Jews ; and although their conversion took 
place in an age, when miracles still attested the 
authority of those who preached the new religion, 
all of them were not eye-witnesses of those 
miracles: some surely believed the report of 
others, or were convinced by those who reasoned 
with them out of the Scriptures^^ and proved that 
Jesus was the Christ. Such appears to have 
been the case vnth Apollos, and vnth the Jews 
in Achaia, whom he brought to an acknowledg- 
ment of the truth in Jesus. Their case is parallel 
vrith that of the Jews of our own days, but the 
difficulty of removing the blindness from their 
eyes, and the veil from their hearts, is increased 
by the long continuance of their nation in unbe- 
lief, and by the deteriorated and divided condition 
of the Christian Church, one of the most obvious 
and plausible grounds of objection to the divine 
authority of its Founder. But it cannot be 

Acts xrii. 2. 
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maintamed that this blindness is universally 
judicial and incurable. One single instance of 
undoubted conversion to the truth as it is in 
Jesus m sufficient to disprove such an assump* 
tion. And, therefore, the undertaking of that 
work upon a larger scale, difficult though it may 
be, is clearly not hopeless. It is at least within 
the verge of possibility that it should succeed ; 
and therefore it ought to be attempted. 

For my own part, I believe that in God's 
appointed time the Jews, as a people, may be 
brought into the fold of Christ by the same 
agency which has reclaimed individuals of that 
nation. I believe that the Gospel, confirmed by 
the recorded testimony of miracles wrought and of 
prophecies ftdfilled, and exemplified in the holi- 
ness and unity of Christian Churches and Chris- 
tian men, wUl be sufficient for the achievement 
of that work. I know of no reason why it should 
not now be true of the Jews, as it was when St. 
Paul wrote it, that faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word of God} 

True it is, that the existence of the Jewish 

nation, intermingled with all other nations^ yet 

entirely distinct from them, is justly spoken of 

as a standing evidence of the truth of Chris- 

1 Rom. X. 17. 



Digitized 



by Google 



18 

tianity. As the light which rested tipoti their 
forefathers in the land of GK^hen, while Egypt 
was shrouded in thick darkness, betokened the 
favour of a present Grod, so the spiritual darkness 
which overclouds them, in the midst of nations 
who are walking in the clear sunshine of the 
Gospd, is an evidence that Grod has withdrawn 
£rom them the light of his coimtenanoe, that he 
hath given them the spirit of slumber^ eyes that 
th^ should not see^ and ears that th^ should not 
hear ;^ but this, St. Paul expressly declares, does 
not indicate that God has decreed their final Ml^ 
but rather that blindness has been inflicted upon 
them for a time, in order that at length, by con- 
trasting their own darkness and isolation with the 
brightness and comprehensiveness of the Church 
oi Christ, they may be provoked to jealou^^ and 
be led to inquire after the causes of that lament* 
able difference, and to follow the leadings of 
God's Holy Spirit ; and so all Israel shall he saved. 
It is manifest, that in order to excite in the 
Jewish people that holy emulation of which St* 
Paul speaks, Christianity should be presented to 
them in its genuine features of holiness, medfi* 
ness^ and charity. What can be more hkdjr to 
awaken in them a spirit of inquiry, and to dis- 

* Rom. xi. 8. 
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pose th^m to a oaadid examination of the daims 
of Gospel truth, than the display o£ an affec- 
tionate salicitade, on our part, to make them 
partakers of those blessings on which we ourselves 
set so high a value 'i Let us deal witiii them aa 
vnlh brethren, estranged for a lime, but not cast 
c^ from the family of our common Father ; as 
having become^ concerning the Gospel^ enemies ef 
Gad for Ofur saJces ; but, us touching tiie election^ 
beloved for the fathers' sake ;* and as destined, in 
the counsels of Grod, to be powerfully instru- 
mental in establishing his kingdom upon earth. 

The dispersed, yet distinct, condition of the 
Jewish nation for so many ages, has suffieientiy 
verified the prophecies which foretold it : how 
tiien can we avoid looking for the a<x)omplish- 
ment of those correlative projdiecies, which speak 
of their being again gathered together from all 
parts of the earth, and reinstated in their 
ancient heritage, one principal end, it may be 
well supposed, of their having been so kept apart 
and distinguished from the rest of mankind? 
If the frilfilment of the former class of predictions 
was a necessary evidence of the truth of Chris- 
tianity, so also is that of the latter; not indeed 
necessary for the confirmation of our belief, nor 

* Romans xi. 28. 
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of the belief of the Church in any specified age ; 
but necessary to the final demonstration of God's 
truth. As this Aifilment will certainly come at the 
last, the longer the lapse of time, the nearer its 
arrival must be; and there are surely indications 
in the present aspect of the world, suJBBicient to 
awaken our attention and to keep us on the 
watch for its approach. There are many signs 
in the present state of Grod's ancient people, 
which may encourage us to hope that the time 
may be drawing on, when the veil will be taken 
away firom their hearts. There is amongst them a 
growing conviction of the awful truth, that they 
are under the wrath of Gk)d, suffering the punish- 
ment due to their sins. There is a greater spirit 
of research into the meaning of the prophecies. 
No inconsiderable number of them are inquiring 
after the old paths, thrusting from them 
the encumbrance of rabbinical superstition, 
and the vain traditions of the fathers, and 
looking solely to the written oracles of God. 
This, if it be not a sure prognostic, is a neces^ 
sary preliminary to their conversion; they must 
become humble, and sincere, and anxious stu* 
dents of the Word, in its original simplicity 
and purity, before they can believe in JJm, of 
whom Moses in the law and the Prophets did 
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writer The law must still be their schoolmaster 
to hriTig them to Christ? 

There is one danger, from which we pray 
that they may be preserved by that Holy Spirit 
who has given them the written Word, and who 
alone can guide them to its meaning, and enable 
them to hold fast the truth. It is to be feared, 
that in casting off the trammels of Rabbinism, 
jthey may at the same time lose somewhat of 
their reverence for the Word of God itself. 
The transition from superstition to infidelity is 
neither unnatural nor uncommon : and the lan- 
guage, which is held by some of the Jews who 
have rejected the gross and revolting fictions of 
the Talmud, affords some ground for appre- 
hending, that instead of resting in the ancient 
religion of the Bible, and acknowledging the 
divine legation of Moses and the Prophets, 
they may pass at once into deism, or into a 
form of beUef which bears the same relation 
to the theology of the Old Testament, that 
Naturalism, or Rationalism, bears to the evan- 
gelical interpretation of the New. 

Let us hope that this apprehension may not 
be realized. If it be, as we trust it is, under 
the gracious influence of a divine Teacher, 
» John i. 45. » Gal. iii. 24. 
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that many have been led to see the &II7 
and wickedness of mod^n Judaism, and to 
disenthral themselves from one of the most 
degrading forms of slavey ivhich has ever be^i 
imposed on the reason of man, we may hope 
that they will be guided onward, trough the 
holiness and majesty of the law delivered by 
Moses to their fathers, and the glorioiss suc- 
cession of pr(nnises reit^ated by ihe prophets, 
to Him who has fulfilled them both. 

I have abeady observed that C3mstiamty 
should be recommended to the Jews by its 
characteristic results of meekness €tnd charily. 
But not only by its results. That its evid^ces 
should be urged upon them, and its doctriites 
explained and vindicated, is so obvbusly a part 
of the process of conversion, that I need only 
allude to it. But it is not solely by the dis{>lay 
of evidence, and the exhibition of doctrine, 
that the truth of the Gospel is to be pressed 
upon their acceptance; nor is it solely by the 
lives and conduct of Christians, realizing those 
doctrines and recommending them to Hie con- 
sciences of men; but it is by the faithful 
employment of that agency, which the Divine 
Author of Christianity has specifically appointed 
for its maintenance and diffusion. The Gospel 
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must be preached to the Jews by the Church r 
it must be seen ia all its outward beauty of 
holiness, as well as in the graces of its particular 
members; in the sacred order of its ministry; 
in the impressive regularity of its temple- 
services ; in that external uniformity of devotion 
which bespeaks and maintains an inward prin- 
ciple of unity; in all those features of its 
divinely appointed economy, of which the 
ordinances and ceremonies of the Levitical 
Church were the types and foreshadowings : 
but, at the same time, without those encum- 
brances and corruptions which, as they infect, 
or tend to infect, the purity of Christian worship 
with the leaven of Heathen idolatry, effectually 
hinder a pious Jew from entering into the 
Church of Christ. And surely it is a great 
thing, that a pattern of that Church, cleansed 
from those corruptions, should be presented to 
the Jewish nation in their own holy city, on 
the Mount Zion, the place to which their eyes 
are always bent with the most intense a-nxiety 
and the most earnest longiQg ; in the lands which 
they claim as their covenanted inheritance, one 
day to be restored to them. Whatsoever efforts 
may be made for their conversion, those wiU 
most assuredly command their attention which 
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have Jerusalem for their centre, and proceed 
from men of their own nation. They know 
that there must be a day when living waters 
shall go out from Jerusalem^ which shall then he 
lifted up^ and inhabited in her place ;^ and that a 
fountain shall then he opened to the home of 
David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for 
sin and for uncleanness,^ and therefore whatever 
religious movement takes place there, with 
reference to their own nation, will infallibly 
awaken the curiosity of those Jews who are 
conversant with the Scriptures. 

It must also heighten the feelings of interest 
with which they regard the Church's proceedings 
in Jerusalem, to know that its chief pastor is one 
of their own blood, one who can entertain for 
them the sympathies of brotherhood. The conse- 
cration of an Israelite to the highest order of the 
Christian ministry, must eflfectually remove from 
the minds of the Jewish nation an impression, 
which has hitherto greatly impeded the work of 
their .conversion, that they are regarded by 
Christians, if not with aversion, yet with 
contempt. I entirely concur with a learned and 
eloquent member and ornament of our Society,' 
in the opinion, that the establishment of a 
» Zech. xiv. 8, 10. « Zech. xiii. 1 . » The Rev. Dr. M'Caul. 
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Hebrew Bishop at Jerusalem is more important, 
and more efficient for promoting Christianity 
amongst the Jews, than all other means em- 
ployed, not only by the Society, but by all the 
Gentile Churches since the dispersion. Nor do 
I hesitate to urge on those, to whom is intrusted 
the dispensing of the Society's resources, the 
paramount importance of concentrating their 
efforts upon the Jerusalem mission, and of 
supplying to the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
Palestine whatever may be required for its 
material and visible integrity and completeness. 

As far as man's agency is concerned, the con- 
version of God's ancient people, or at least the 
work of preparing them for conversion, appears 
to be reserved to our own Church. Honour 
and praise be to Him who has disposed the 
Sovereign of a great Christian nation, in his 
love of truth and his zeal for the honour of 
God, and the establishment of Christ's kingdom, 
to recognise our own Church's fitness for the 
work; to invoke her aid, and munificently to 
supply her with the means of answering the 
call. But let us take care to answer it as we 
ought. Let us value and improve the privilege 
vouchsafed to us, to the sacredness a&d 
importance of which I should say that we 

c 
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have been awakened too late, were it not 
that the providential concurrence of opportu- 
nities seems to indicate, that the tide, if now 
taken at its height, will lead on to the wished- 
for consummation. Let us be fearful of 
retarding, by our coldness and neglect, the 
coming of that blessedness which will accom- 
pany the return of Israel to his reconciled 
God; let us not lose the glory and reward of 
being instrumental in that work. 

What the part may be, which, in the counsels 
of the Most High, is assigned to the Jewish 
nation in the final establishment of the Re- 
deemer's kingdom upon earthy I presume not to 
determine ; but that the riches of God's good^ 
ness, which have been bestowed upon us in 
consequence of their fall, shall be increased and 
multiplied by the fulness of their conversion, we 
know, on the authority of an inspired apostle ; 
and, therefore, in labouring to bring them into 
the fold of Christ, we labour for a more blessed 
result than will follow from the conversion of the 
unbelieving heathen; and are, perhaps, preparing 
the most effectual instruments of rendering that 
conversion complete. In making this attempt, 
we think that we are not only acting in confor- 
mity with the will of God and the spirit of his 
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Gospel, but that we have distinct promises of 
ultimate success. It may be, that in this respect 
we are mistaken. But better surely it will be 
for us to have erred on the side of zeal for the 
glory of our Lord, and the extension of his king- 
dom, than to incur the possible reproach of having 
neglected opportunities, offered to us by the 
providence of God, of setting forward his pur- 
poses of mercy, if in no other way, yet by the 
manifestation of our own faith and love ; And 
now^ saith the Lord^ that formed thee from the 
womb to be his servant^ to bring Jacob again to 
him, Though Israel be not gathered^ yet shall I be 
glorious in the eyes of the Lord^ and my God shall 
be my strength. We may have laboured in vain, 
and spent our strength for nought; yet surely our 
judgment is \vith the Lord, and our work with our 
God} 

* Isaiah xlix. 4, 5. 
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